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BOOK V 

• w 

MILITARY FORCES 

CHAPTER I 

GENERA^ SCHEME 

m 

WEiiphall consider military forces : — 

1. iVs regards their numerical strength and organisation. 

2. In their state independent of fighting. 

3. In respect of their maintenance ; and, lastly, 

4. In their general relations to country and ground. 
Thus we shall devote this book to the considerafion 

of things appertaining to an Army, which only come 
imder^e head of necessary conditibns of fighting, but do 
not constitute the fight itself. They stand in more or 
less close connection with and react upon the fighting, 
and therefore, in considering the application of the 
combat they must often appear ; but we must first 
consider each by itself, as a whole, in its essence and 
peculiarities. 


CHAPTER II 

THEATRE OF WAR, ARMY, CAMPAIGN* 

The nature of the things does not allow of a completely 
satisfactory definition of these three factors, denoting 
respectively, space, mass, %nd Ame in war ; but that 
VOL. 11.^ A 
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we maj^not sometimes be quite fcisunderstbod, we must 
try to m^e somewhat tlte usual meaning of 

th^ terms, to which we shall in most cases adhere*. 

I. TH^TRE OF WAR. 

I^his term denotes properly such a portion of the space 
ovei<*which War prevails as has» its boundaries protected, 
^d thus possesses a kind of independence. This pro- 
tection may consist in fortresses, or important natmal< 
obstacles presented by the country, or*even in it#^being 
separated by a considerable distance from the rest o^ 
the space embraced in the operations. — Such a ps^rtion 
is not a mere piece of the whole, but a ^mall whole com- 
plete in itself ; and consequently it is more or lefs in 
such a condition that changes which take place at other 
points in the area over which military operations are 
simultaneously in progress have only an indirect and no 
direct influence upon it. To give an adequate idea of 
this, we may suppose that on this portion an advance is 
made, whilst in another quarter a retreat is taking place, ^ 
or that upon the one an Army is acting deffiisively, 
whilst an offensive is being carried on upon the other. 
Such a clearly defined idea as this is not capable oi 
universal application ; it is here used merely to indicate 
the line of distinction. 

2. ARMY. 

With the assistance of the conception of a Theatre of 
War, it is very easy to sayVha# an Army is ; it is, i^, • 
point of fact, the mass of troops in the same Theatre of 
War! But this plainly does not include all that is meant 
by the term in its common usage. Bliicher aftd Wel- 
lington commanded each a separate Army in 1815, 
although the tVo were in the same Thea|re of War. 
The chief command is, thereTore, another distinguishing 
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sign for the %oncep1^ii of an Army. , At the asioG, time 
this sign is very nearly ajhed t® the preceding* for where 
things are well organised, &(Te should only exist hS/t 
siqtreme command in a Theatie of War, and the Com* 
mander-in-Chief in a particular Ulieatre of War shouM 
alwa)rs have a proportionate degree of independence.^* 

The mere absolute numerical strength of a bo^ of 
troops is less decisive on the subject tRan might at first 
^pear. For where several Armies are acting under one 
c^UiUnd, and u^on one and the same Theatre of War, 
^they are called Armies, not by reason of their strength, 
but Irom the relations antecedent to the war (1813, the 
Sflesian Army, the Army of the North, &c.), and although 
we ^hould divide a great mass of troops intended to 
remain in the same Theatre into corps, we shotlld never 
divide them into Armies, at least, such a division would 
be contrary to what seems to Be the meaning which is 
universally attached to the term. On the other hand, 
it would certainly be pedantry to apply the term Army , 
to each band of irregular troops acting independently 
in a roraote province : still we must not leave imnoticed 
that it surprises no one when the Army of the Vendeans 
in the Revolutionary War is spoken of, and yet it was 
not much stronger.* 

The conceptions of Army and Theatre of War there- 
fore, as a rule, go together, and* mutually include each 
other. 


^ CAMPAIGN. 

Although the sum of all military events which happen 
in all the Theatres of War in one year is often called a 

♦ ThisMeiinition has been rendered obsolete by the enormous in 
crease in the numbers of armed men available* An Army nowadays 
consists of the greatest number of Army Corps which can be efficientiy 
directed by aoparticular general, and ^everal may act in the same 
Theatre of War. — E d, • ^ 
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still, l\pwe'ver, it is %nore usu&l and more 
ecact to understand by t|ie\en|^ the events in one single 
Th&dre of War. But it is worse still to connect the 
notion of a Campaign with the period of one year, for 
Wars no longer divide* tjiemselves naturally into Camr 
pai|^ of a year’s duration by fixed and long periods in 
winter quarters. As, however,* the events in a Theatre 
of War of themfelves form certain great chapters-»-if, 
for instance, the direct effects of some more or less great^ 
catastrophe ceas*e, and new combination! begin to d^^p 
themselves — therefore these natural subdivisions must 
be taken into consideration in order to allot tq*feach 
year (Campaign) its complete share of events. No oihe 
would make the Campaign of 1812 terminate at M^el, 
where thfe Armies were on the ist January, and transfer 
the further retreat of the French until they recrossed the 
Elbe to the campaign bf 1813, as that further retreat 
was plainly only a part of the whole retreat from Moscow. 

That we cannot give these conceptions any greater 
degree of distinctness is of no consequence, because they 
cannot be used as philosophical dehnitions for the basis 
of any kind of propositions. They only serve to give a 
little more clearness and precision to the language we use.. 


CHAPTER III 
RELATIONQF POWER 

In the eighth chapter of the third book we have spoken 
of the value of superior numbers in battles, from which 
follows as a consequence the superiority of nu^ibers in 
general in Strategy. So far the importance of the rela- 
tions of power *is established : we shall noy add a few 
more detailed considerations bn the subject. 
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m 0 ^ ^ 

An unbiassed examinatioi^ of mod«lhi military history 
lead^^ to the conviction that the superiority in 
becomes every day mere decisive ; the principle of as- 
sembling the greatest possible numbers for a decisive 
battle may therefore be regarded as more important 
than ever. * 

G>urage and the spirit* of an Army^ave, in all ages, 
mtfltiplied its ph)reical powers, and will continue to do 
<■6^ equally in fu^ire ; but we find also that at certain 
periods in history a superiority in the organisation and 
equipment of an Army has given a great moral pre- 
ponderance ; we find that at other periods a great 
superiority in re ability had a like effect ; at one time 
we aee a new system of tactics brought to light ; at 
another we see the Art of War developing itself in an 
effort to make a skilful use of |[round on great general 
principles, and by such means here and there we find 
one General gaming great advantages over another ; but 
even this tendency hais disappeared, and Wars now go 
on in a simpler and more natural manner. — If, divesting 
ourselves of any preconceived notions, we look at the 
experiences of recent campaigns, we must admit that 
there are but little traces of any of the above influences, 
either throughout any whole campaign, or in engagements 
of a decisive character — that is, t^e great battle, respect- 
ing which term we refer to the second chapter of the 
preceding book. 

Armies are in our days sq much on a par in regard to 
‘‘^rms, equipment, and drill, that there is no very notable 
difference between the best and the worst in these things. 
A difference may still be observed, resulting from the 
superior instruction of the General Staff, but in general 
it only amounts to this, that one is the inventor and 
introducer Of improved applianoes, which the other im- 
mediately imitates. Even the subordinate Generals, 
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teadetB of •Corps ahd Divisions, in all that comes within 
thft §cope of their sphere, ha\^ in general ever 5 ^here 
the same ideas and methods, so that, except the talent 
of the Commander-in-Chief — a thing entirely dependent 
on, chance, atid not bearing a constant relation to the 
standard of education amongst the people and the Army 
-—there is nothing now but habituation to War which 
Can give one Army a decided superiority over another. 
The nearer we* approach to a state (jf equality 
these things, the more decisive becomes the relation in 
point of numbers. 

The character of modem battles is the result cff t^is 
state of equality. Take for instance the battle of Boro- 
dino, wljere the first Army in the world, the French, 
measured its strength with the Russian, which, in* many 
parts of its organisation, and in the education of its 
special branches, might be considered the furthest be- 
hindhand. In the whole battle there is not one single 
trace of superior art or intelligence, it is a mere trial of 
strength between the respective Armies thrc^hout ; ^ 
and as they were nearly equal in that respect, tne result 
could not be otherwise than a gradual turn of the scale 
in favour of that side where there was the greatest e&ergy 
on the part of the Commander, and the most experience 
in War on the part of,the troops. We have taken this 
battle as an illustration, because in it there was an 
equality in the numbers on each side such as is rarely 

to be found. ^ 

* % 

We do not maintain that all battles exactly resembltf’'" 
this, but it shows the dominant tone of most of them. 

In a battle in which the forces try their strength on 
each other in a leisurely and methodical maifiier, an 
excess of force on one side must make the result in its 
favour much more certadn. 4"d it is a fact that we may 
seardi modem military history in vain for a battle in 
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which an arfiy has beaten another double its own 
■ an occurrence by nt) means* uncommon in former times, 
Buonaparte, the greatest Gemeral of modem times,* in lill 
his great victorious battles— -with one exception, that of 
Dresden, 1813 — ^had managed' to assemble an Army 
» superior in numbers, or at least very little inferiqf, to 
that of his opponent, and when it was irnpossibie for 
him to do so, as at Leipsic, Brienn* Laon, and Belle- 
Alliance, he was beaten. 

iiie absolute Strength is in Strategy generally a given 
^quantity, which the Commander cannot alter. But from 
thfs^ it by no means follows that it is impossible to carry 
on a War with a decidedly inferior force. War is not 
aly^ays a voluntary act of State policy, and least of air 
is it so when the forces are very unequal : consequently, 
any relation of forces is imaginable in War, and it would 
be a strange theory of War wlfich would wish to give up 
its office just where it is most wanted. 

However desirable theory may consider a proportionate 
force, still it cannot say that no use can be made of the 
mosr** 4 iisproportionate. No limife can be prescribed in 
this respect. 

The weaker the force the more moderate must be the 
object it proposes to itself, and the weaker the force the 
shorter time it will last, in these two directions there 
is a field for weakness to give Vay, if we may use this 
expression. Of the changes which the measure of the 
force produces in the conduct of War, we can only speak 
^ by degrees, as the^fe things present themselves ; at 
present it is sufficient to have indicated the general 
point of view, but to complete that we shall add one 
more^bservation. 

The more that an Army involved in an unequal com- 
bat falls sj^ort of the number of its opponents, the greater 
must be the tension of its powers, the greater its energy 
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Biiben press;^. If the reverse talced place, and 

instead of heroic desperation ^ spirit of desjKMidency 
ensues, then certainly there is an end to every Art of War. 

If with this energy of powers is combined a wise 
moderation in^the object^ proposed, then there is that 
play^of brilliant actions and prudent forbearance which 
we admire in the Wars of Fredeiick the Great. 


But the less tlfe.t this moderation and caution can 
effect, the more must the tension and energy of the 
forces become predominant. When tHe dispropdfcion 
of forces is so great that no modification of our own^ 
object can ensure us safety from a catastrophe, or v^ere 
the probable continuance of the danger so great thal 
the greatest economy of our powers can no longer su^ce 
to bring ife to our object, then the tension of our powers 
should be concentrated for one desperate blow ; he who 
is pressed on all sides ex5>ecting little help from things 
which promise none, will place his last and only reliance 
in the moral ascendency which despair gives to courage, 
and look upon the greatest daring as the greatest wisdom, 
— at the same time empioy the assistance of subtle^rata- 
gem, and if he does not succeed, will find in an honour- 
able downfall the right to rise hereafter. 


CHAPTER IV 

RELATION OF THE, TH^EE ARMS 

We shall only speak of the three principal arms ; Infantry, 
^valry, and Artillery. 

We must be excused for making the following ar^lysis 
which belongs more to tactics, but is necessary to give 
distinctness to our ideas. 

The combat is of two kincfe, which are essentially 
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different : tBe .destrudSve pi^ciple of fire, ai^ Ihe hand 
to hand or personal tombat. This latter, again, is eith^ 
attack or defence. (As Ve here speak of eleihent?, 
attack and defence are to be understood in a perfectly 
absolute sense.) Artillery, obyioasly, acts, only with the 
destructive principle of fire. Cavalry only with persraal 
combat. Infantry with both. f 

In close combat the essence of defence consists jp 
^^^^ding firm, as if rooted to the ground ; the essence of 
^ the' attack is movement. Cavalry is entirely deficient in 
j^he first quality ; on the other hand, it possesses the 
lattei;, in an especial manner. It is therefore only suited 
for attack. Infantry has especially the property of 
standing firm, but is not altogether without mobility. 

From this division of the elementary forced of War 
into different arms, we have as a result, the superiority 
and general utility of Infantry as compared with the 
other two arms, from its bemg the only arm which unites 
in itself all the three elementary forces. A further de- 
duction to be drawn is, that the combination of the 
three dHiis leads to a more perfect use of the forces, by 
affording the means of strengthening at pleasure either 
the one or the other of the principles which are united 
in an unalterable manner in Infantry. 

The destructive principle of fire in the Wars of the 
present time is plainly beyond me^ure the most effective ; 
nevertheless, the close combat, man to man, is just as 
plainly to be regarded as the real basis of combat. For 
^hat reason, therefore, *an Army of artillery only would 
be an absurdity in war, but an Army of cavalry is con- 
ceivable, only it would possess very little intensity of ' 
force, lAn Army of infantry alone is not only conceivable 
but also much the strongest of the three. The three 
arms, therefore, stand in this order in rdference to inde- 
pendent value — Irifantry, Cavalry, Artillery. 
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But tlii^ order does not hold ^ood if applied to the 
relative importance of each am^whftn they are aU three 
acting in conjunction. As the destructive princi^e is 
much more effective than the principle of motion, there- 
fore the compiete want •f>:avalry would weaken an Army 
less'jthan the total want of artillery. 

Atf Army consisting of infantry and artillery alone, 
■v^ould certainly 5nd itself in a disagreeable positioH if 
opposed to an ^rmy composed of all three arms ; butif^ 
what it lacked m cavalry was compAisated for TJy a 
proportionate increase of infantry, it would still, by ^ 
somewhat different mode of acting, be able to do.^ery 
well with its tactical economy. Its, outpost service 
would cause some embarrassment ; it would nevej be 
able to pUrsue a beaten enemy with great vivacity, ^and it 
must make a retreat with greater hardships and efforts ; 
but these inconveniences would still never be sufficient 
in themselves to drive it completely out of the field. — 
On the other hand, such an Army opposed to one com- 
posed of infantry and cavalry only would be able to play 
a very good part, while it is hardly conceivable^at the 
latter could keep the field at all against an Army made 
up of all three arms. « 

Of course these reflections on the relative importance 
of each single arm result only from a consideration of the 
generality of events in War, where one case compensates 
another ; and therefore it is not our intention to apply 
the truth thus ascertained to each individual case of a 
particular combat. A batt^ion*on outpost service ov 
on a retreat may, perhaps, choose to have with it a 
squadron in preference to a couple of guns. A body of 
cavalry with horse artillery, sent in rapid pursuit of, or 
to cut off, a flying enemy wants no infantry, &c., &c. 

If we summarise th^ results of these considerations 
they amount to this. * 
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1. Tiiat uifantry is ths^ most indepeiMjfait of tlie 

three arms. * ‘ 

• *• 

2. Artillery is quite wanting in independence. 

3. Infantry is the most important in the combiitiition 

of the three arms. * * , 

4. Ca»^alry can the most easily be dispensed with.- 

5. A combination of ftie three armj gives the gi^test 
sti‘ength. 

Now, if the combination of the three gives the greatest 
strength, it is natural to inquire what is the best absolute 
^proportion of each, but that is a question which it is 
almest impossible to answer. 

If we could fprm a comparative estimate of the cost 
of Organising in the first instance, and then provisioning 
and maintaining each of the three arms, and then £igain 
of the relative amount of service rendered by each in 
War, we should obtain a definite result which would 
give the best proportion m the abstract. But this is 
little more than a play of the imagination. The very 
first term in the comparison is difficult to determine, 
that 1^0 say, one of the factors* the cost in money, is 
not difficult to find ; but another, the value of men’s 
lives, is a computation which no one would readily try 
to solve by figures. 

Also the circumstance that each of the three arms 
chiefly depends on a different efement of strength in the 
state — infantry on the number of the male population, 
cavalry on the number of horses, artillery on available 
^ financial means — ^introduces into the calculation some 
heterogeneous conditions, the overruling influence of 
which may be plainly observed in the great outlines of* 
the history of different people at various periods. 

As, however, for other reasons w^ cannot altogether 
dispense with some standard pi comp’arison, therefore, 
in place of the whole of the 'first term of the comparison 
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' ' ' • 

we must t^e only that one, of its factors which can be 

asceitained, namely, the cost iv money. Now on^this 
point it is sufficient for our purpose to assume that, in 
gmieral, a squadron of 150 horsemen, a battalion of 
infantry 800 strong, a Battery of artillery consisting of 
eight six-pormders, cost nearly the same, both as respects 
the efltpense of foipation and of maintenance. 

.With regard to the other member of the comparisBn, 
that is, how mudj service the one arm is capable of rendgjj^ 
ing as compared with the others, it is much less easy to 
find any distinct quantity. The thing might perhaps bq» 
possible if it depended merely on the destro5nng principle^ 
but each arm is destined to its own particular use, there- 
fore has its own particular sphere of action, which, 
again, is not so distinctly defined that it might not be 
greater or less through modifications only in the mode 
of conducting the War, without causing any decided 
disadvantage. 

We are often told of what experience teaches on this 
subject, and it is supposed that military history affords 
the information necessary for a settlement of the ^Blstion, 
but every one must look upon aU that as nothing more 
than a way of talking, which, as it is not derived frolto 
anything of a primary and necessary nature, does not 
deserve attention in an analytical examination. 

Now although a fixeif ratio as representing the best 
proportion between the three arms is conceivable, but is 
an unknown quantity which it is impossible to find, a 
mere imaginary quantity, still it is ‘possible to appreciate 
the effects of having a great superiority or a great in- 
“feriority in one particular arm as compared with the 
same arm in the enemy’s army. • 

Artillery increases the destructive principle of fire ; 
it is the most redoubtabjf of arms, and its wunt, there- 
fore, diminishes very consider^ly the intensive force of 
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an Anny. On the other hapij, it is the lea^t movable, 
consequently, makes ai^Army more unwieldy; further, 
it alWa3;s requires a force for its support, because It is 
incapable of close combat ; ii it is too numerous, so 
that the troops appointed fjr^its protqption are not 
able to resist the attacks of the enemy at every p,dint, 
it .is often lost, and^ fit>m that follows a fresh disad- 
vantage, because of the three arms it is the only one 
_which in its principal parts, that is gups and carriages, 
tR^hemy can s8on use against us. 

^ Cavalry increases the principle of mobility in an 
ArfRy. If too few in number the brisk flame of the 
dements of wap is thereby weakened, because every- 
thing must be done slower (on foot), everything must be 
organised with more care ; the rich harvest df victory, 
instead of being cut with a scythe, can only be reaped 
with a sickle. * 

An excess of cavalry can certainly never be looked 
upon as a direct diminution of the combatant force, as 
an organic disproportion, but it may certainly be so 
indireoiiy, on account of the difficulty of feeding that 
arm, and also if we reflect that instead of a surplus of 
10,000 horsemen not required we might have 50,000 
infantry. 

These peculiarities arising from the preponderance of 
one arm are the more importadt to the Art of War in 
its limited sense, as that Art teaches the use of whatever 
forces are forthcoming ; and when forces are placed 
under the command df a tieneral, the proportion of the 
three arms k also commonly already settled without his 
having had much voice in the matter. 

If we would form an idea of the character of Warfare 
modified by the preponderance of one or other of the 
three armpit is to be done in the following manner : — 
An excess of artillery Ifeads to a more defensive and 
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pttastve diiaracter in our measures ; our interest wfll he 
to seek security in strong positioijs, great natural obstacles 
of ground, even in mountain positions, in order ‘that 
the natural impediments we find in the ground may aid 
the defence ai|d protectbn of our numerous artillery, and 
that, the enemy’s forces may come themselves and seek 
theiB*own destruction. The whole War will be carried 
on in a serious formal minuet step. c 

On the other hand, a want of artillery will mak e us^ 
prefer the offensive, the active, the Aiobile prin^fJl^ 
marching, fatigue, exertion, become our special weapons, 
thus the War will become more diversified, more liffely, 
rougher ; small change is substituted for great events. ' 
With a very numerous cavalry we seek wide plains,^d 
take to great movements. At a greater distance from 
the enemy we enjoy more rest and greater conveniences 
without conferrmg the ^ame advantages on our adver- 
sary. We may venture on bolder measures to outflank 
him, and on more danng movements generally, as we 
have command over space. In as far as diversions and 
invasions are true auxiliary means of War we^all be 
able to make use of them \vith greater facility. 

A decided want of cavalry diminishes the force#, of 
mobility in an Army without increasing its destructive 
power as an excess of artillery does. Prudence and 
method become then the leading characteristics of the 
War. Always to remain near the enemy in order to 
keep him constantly in view — no rapid, still less hurried 
movements, everywhere a sloV ptishing on of well con- _ 
centrated masses — a preference for the defensive and 
for broken country, and, when the offensive must be 
resorted to, the shortest road direct to the centre of force 
in the enemy’s Army — these are the natural tendencies 
or principles in such cases. , 

These different forms VhidJt Warfare takes according 
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as ooe or otKer of the three arms prepomterates, seldbm 
have an influence so cqpplete and decided as alone, or 
diiefly to determine the direction of a wlfele undertalang. 
.Whether we shall art strategically on the offensive or 
defensive, the choice of a thea^r* of War, ^he determina- 
tion to fight a great battle, or adopt some other n\,eans 
of destruction, are points which must be determined 
by»other and more essential considerations ; at least, if 
this is not the case, it is much to be feared that we have 
mi^uken minor fletails for the chief consideration. But 
although this is so, although the great questions must be 
decided beforehand, on oth^f grounds, there always 
rSmains a certay margin for the influence of the pre- 
ponderating arm, for in the offensive we can always be 
prudent and methodical, in the defensive bold and 
enterprising, &c., &c., through all the different stages and 
gradations of the military life. * 

On the other hand, the natme of a* War may have a 
notable influence on the proportions of the three arms. 

First, a national War, kept up by militia and a general 
levy (Imndsturm), must naturally bring into the field 
a very numerous infantry ; for in such Wars there is a 
greater want of the means of equipment than of men, 
and as the equipment consequently is confined to what 
is indisputably necessary, we may easily imagine, that 
for every battery of eight pieces,* not only one, but two 
or three battalions might be raised. 

Second, if a weak state opposed to a powerful one 
t cannot take refuge in ti ge&eral call of the male popula- 
tion to regular military service, or in a militia system 
resembling it, then the increase of its artillery is certainly 
the shortest way of bringing up its weak Army nearer 
to an equality with that of the enemy, for it saves men, 
and intensifies the essential principle of military force, 
that is, the destructive principle. Any way, such a 
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state -wiH piostly be confined to a limited •theatre, and 
therefore this arm will be bettei^ suited to it. Frederick 
the Great adopted this means in the later period of the 
Seven Years’ War. 

Third, cavalry is the ^rm for movement and great 
decisions ; its increase beyond the ordinary proportions 
is therefore important if the War extends over a great 
space, if expeditions are to be made in various directions, 
and great and (^ecisive blows are intended. Buonaparte 
is an example of this. * 

That the offensive and defensive do not properly in 
themselves exercise an influence on the proportioff ^ 
cavalry will only appear plainly when \^e come to speik ' 
of these two methods of acting in War ; in the n^an- 
time, w 5 shall only remark that both assailant and 
defender as a rule traverse the same spaces in war, and 
may have also, at least m many cases, the same decisive 
intentions. We remind our readers of the campaign 
of 1812. 

It is commonly believed that, in the middle ages, 
cavalry was much more numerous in propoation to 
infantry, and that the difference has been gradually on 
the decrease ever since. Yet this is a mistake, at least 
partly. The proportion of cavalry was, according to 
numbers, on the average perhaps, not much greater ; of 
this we may convince fiurselves by tracing, through the 
history of the middle ages, the detailed statements of 
the armed forces then employed. Let us only think of 
the masses of men on loot wbo cbmposed the armies of ^ 
the Crusaders, or the masses who followed the Emperors 
of Germany on their Roman expeditions. It was in 
reality the importance of the cavalry which was so much 
greater in those days ; it was the stronger arm, composed 
of the flower of the people, so much so th^t, although 
always very much weaker aCtually in numbers, it was 
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still al^vays Ic^ed u^on as the chief thing, inficntry was 
little ^valued, hardly sp<ftcen of ; hence has arisen the 
bdief that its numbers were few. No doubt it happened 
bftener than it does now, that in incursions of small 
importance in France, Germany, and Italy, a small 
Army was composed entirely of cavalry ; as it was \he 
chief arm, there is nothing inconsistest in that ; but 
the^ cases decide nothing if we take a general view^ 
they are greatly outnumbered by cdses of greater 
Aimies of the period constituted differently. It was 
qiJy^when the obligations to military service imposed 
by the feudal laws had ceased, and wars were carried 

"'•S' 

on by soldiers eEr'listed, hired, and paid — when, there- 
fore, ‘Wars depended on money and enlistment, J;hat is, 
at the iliiEe of the Thirty Years’ War, and the Wars of 
Louis XIV. — that this employment of great masses of 
almost useless infantry was checked, and perhaps in 
those days t^iey might have fallen into the exclusive use 
of cavalry, if infantry had not just then risen in import- 
ance through the improvements in firearms, by which 
means it^%iaintained its numerical superiority in pro- 
portion to cavalry ; at this period, if infantry was weak, 
the proportion was as one to one, if numerous as three 
to one. 

Since then cavalry has always ^decreased in import- 
ance according as improvements in the use of firearms 
* have advanced. This is intelligible enough in itself, 
but the improvement wg sp^ak of does not relate solely 
to the weapon itself and the skill in handling it ; we 
advert also to greater ability in using troops armed with 
this weapon. At the battle of Mollwitz the Prussian 
Army had brought the fire of their infantry to such a 
state of perfection, that there has been nq improvement 
since then ijf that sense. Qn th« other hand, the use 

of infantry in broken ground and as skirmishers has 

VOL. n. • B 
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been introduced more recently, and is to be looked upon 
as«a very great advance in the dtt ot destruction. ^ 

Our opinion is, therefore, that the relation of cavalry 
has not much changed as far as regards numbers, but as 
regards its iraportance,'^there has been a great alteration. 
This seems to be a contradiction, but is not so in reality. 
The infantry of ^he middle ages,, although forming the 
greater proportion of an Army, did not attain to that 
proportion by tits value as compared to cavalry, by^ 
because all that could not be appointed to the very 
costly cavalry were handed over to the infantry ; tjjj? 
infantry was, therefore, merely a last resource ; and if 
the number of cavalry had depended merely on the* 
value set on that arm, it could never have been too 
great. Thus we can understand how cavahy, in spite of 
its constantly decreasing importance, may still, perhaps, 
have importance enough to keep its numerical relation 
at that point which it has hitherto so constantly main- 
tained. 

It is a remarkable fact that, at least since the Wars 
of the Austrian succession, the proportion of fhvalry to 
infantry has changed very little, the variation being 
constantly between a fourth, a fifth, or a sixth ; this 
seems to indicate that those proportions meet the natural 
requirements of an Army, and that these numbers give 
the solution which it is impossible to find in a direct 
manner. We doubt, however, if this is the case, and 
we find the principal instaiyres of the employment of a 
numerous cavalry sufficiently accounted for by other 
causes. 

Austria and Russia are states which have kept up a 
numerous cavalry, because they retain in their political 
condition the fragments of a Tartar organisation. Buona- 
parte for his purposes^ could never be strong enough in 
cavalry ; when he had ma^e use of the conscription as 
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far as posable, he had no ^i’ays of strengthening hfe 
Armies, but by incfeasteg the auxiliary arms' as they 
cost Aore in money than in men. Besides this, it stands 
to reason that in military enterprises of such enormous 
extent as his, cavalry must ha\je®a greater A^alue than in 
ordinary cases. 

Frederick the Great it* is well kno>^ refckoned care- 
. fully every recruit that could be saved to his country,; 
Jt.was his great business to keep up the, strength of his 
ArnS;^, as far as possible at the expense of other countries. 
His reasons for this are easy to conceive, if we remember 
tHa? 'his small dominions did not then include Prussia 
arid the Westphalian provinces. Cavalry was kept com- 
plete by recruitment more easily than infantry, irre- 
spective of fewer men being required ; in addition to 
which, his system of War was j:ompletely founded on 
the mobility of his Army, and thus it was, that while 
his infantry diminished in number, his cavalry was 
always increasing till the end of the Seven Years’ War. 
Still at the end of that War it was hardly more than 
a fourth %f the number of infantry? that he had in the 
fielA 

At the period referred to there is no want of instances, 
also of Armies entering the field unusually weak in cavalry, 
and yet carrying off the victory. The most remarkable 
is the battle of Gross-gorschen. If we only count the 
French divisions which took part in the battle, Buona- 
parte was 100,000 strong, of which 5000 were cavalry, 

90.000 infantry ; the Allies had 70,000, of which 25,000 
were cavalry and 40,000 infantry. Thus, in place of the 

20.000 cavalry on the side of the Allies in excess of the 
total of the French cavalry, Buonaparte had only 50,000 
additional infantry when he ought to have had 100,000. 
As he gained the battle with, that superiority in 
infantry, we may ask whe\her it was at all likely 
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that he would have lost it if the proportTons had been 
140.000 to 40,000. • 

Certainly the great advantage of our superionty in 
cavalry was shown immediately after the battle, fof 
Buonaparte gained haAly any trophies by his victory. 
The gain of a battle is therefore not everything, — ^but is 
it not always the^^chief thing ? * , 

. If we put together these considerations, we can hardly 
believe that the numerical proportion between caval^ 
and infantry which has existed for the last eighty ^ears 
is the natural one, founded solely on their absolute vaJug,; 
we are much rather inclined to think, that after jnany 
fluctuations, the relative proportions ef these arms 
change further in the same direction as hitherto/: and 
that the fixed number of cavalry at last will Ije con- 
siderably less. ^ 

With respect to artillery, the number of guns has 
naturally increased since its first invention, and accord- 
ing as it has been made lighter and otherwise improved ; 
still since the time of Frederick the Great, it has also j 
kept very much to the same proportion of twfe’ or three 
guns per 1000 men, we mean at the commencement of 
a campaign ; for during its course artillery does not fUelt 
away as fast as infantry, therefore at the end of a cam- 
paign the proportion is generally notably greater, perhaps 
three, four, or five guns per 1000 men. Whether this 
is the natural proportion, or that the increase of artillery ' 
may be carried still furthej, without prejudice to the 
whole conduct of War, must be left for experience to 
decide. 

The principal results we obtain from the whole of 
these considerations, are — 

1. That infantry is the chief arm, to which the other 

two are subordinate. « •• 

||r 

2. That by the exercise of great skill and energy in 
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command, 'the want of the two subordinate arms may 
in s(^e measure be coilipensated for, provided that •we 
are much stronger in infantry ; and the better the 
infantry the easier this may be done. 

3. That it is more difficult <to dispense ^with artillery 
than with cavalry, because it embodies the chief principle 
of destruction, and i+s mode of fightjpg is more amal- 
gaffiated with that of infantry. 

ijj. That artillery being the strongest urm, as regards 
destructive action, and cavalry the weakest in that 
liigpect, the question must in general arise, how much 
artillery can we have without inconvenience, and what 
is the least proportion of cavalry we require ? 


Note. — Clausewitz bases his conclusions on the following data : The 
infantry musket could be fired about three times a minute and its 
effect was decisive up to 200 yards , ^s extreme range was about 
1200 yards, so that in attacking, troops might begin to suffer loss 
when within that distance of the enemy. Artillery fire with round 
shot was still effective at 2000 yards but only became accurate at 
rooo yards. With case shot, guns could sweep the ground from 
400 yards — and case contained about as many bullets as modern 
shrapnel of equal calibre — 1 e, a six-pou|Eider case weighed about 
12 lbs , a f^elve-pounder case 24 lbs. Guns could be and were often 
double-shotted, and since at such close quarters, relaying after each 
shot was unnecessary, they could be fired up to ten rounds a minute. 
Howitzers formed part of every field battery and fired shell ; they 
were principally used for setting fire to buildings and firing over the 
heads of advancing troops. Frederick the Great had already proposed 
to keep up an Army Reserve of forty heavy howitzers for preparing 
his decisive attacks. 

Owing to the deterioration of horse flesh, the consequences of the 
long wars, the efficiency of cavalry was very low. Except by the 
British, the charge at a gallop was considered too dangerous to be 
practised. The Napoleonic* cavalry masses once started could no 
longer be manoeuvred or rallied, and generally exhausted their energy 
m an advance over 1 500 yards of ground. 

Nowadays the infantry fire is decisive within 500 yards, and bullets 
actually range up to 5000, whilst the weapon can be fired up to thirty 
rounds a minute, but without aiming. Field artillery fire is effective 
at 6000 yards and shrapnel can accomplish at 5000 all that case could 
do at 500 yards. Quick-firing guns can fire eight rounds in half a 
minute-— this is the normal rate la^d dov'n in the French Regulations. 
Cavalry has developed enormously,' owing to the increased care be- 
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Stowed on lireeding and training. A Prussian cavalry division can 
be manoeuvred even at the highest sfeed/can march fifty miles a 
day for three days running, and then trot 2000 yards, charge for 1500* 
rally, reform, and charge again without unduly exhausting its horses. 
{See ** Cavalry, Its Past and Future,** by Col. Maude (late R.E.)). 

The net result on the relations of the three arms is that artillery 
has increased eifbrmously in j^wer relatively to infantry, because at 
the longest distances it can still see where its shells burst and correct 
its ranges — ^this.is practically impo§silile with infantry fire. Further, 
owing to increase o# range and power “bf firing over intervening 
obstacles, it can concentrate an overwhelming weight of projectile by 
surprise on any selected spot in the enemy’s line, whereas in Napoleon's 
day, his case shot attack could only be carried out with ce?;;b^inl^ 
when the configuration of the ground was suitable, and surprise at 
300 yards was out of the question. 

The accuracy of infantry fire depends primarily on the nenirt^^f 
the men and the visibility of the target, but the modern power of 
concentration of shell fire renders it practicable ^ control both factors 
in a manner impossible formerly. ^ 

Cavalr)^ never could charge unshaken infantry with any reasSnable 
hope of success — previous demoralisation by fire, or surprise,^ or both 
has always been the prime condition of their success ; but since the 
longer range of weapons reiKiers it possible to employ both means 
with far greater ease and certainty than formerly, and the power of 
cavalry to cover distances rapidly has also increased, it is pre- 
sumable that under competent leaders cavalry will, in Europe at 
least, achieve far greater results on the battlefield than in the 
Napoleonic days. — E d. 


CHAPTER V 

ORDER OF BATTLE OF AN ARMY 

The order of battle is that division and formation of 
the different arms into sepai^te parts or sections of the 
whole Army, and that form of general position or dis- 
position of those parts which is to be the norm through- 
out the whole campaign or War, 

It consists, therefore, in a certain measure, of an 
arithmetical and a geometrical element, the division and 
the form of disposition. The first proceftfls from the 
permament peace orgfmisation of the Army ; adopts as 
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units certaiif parts, such as battalions, squadrons, and 
batteries, and with*the|Ti forms units of a higher order 
up tdf the highest of all, the whole Army, according to*"the 
requirements of predominating circumstances. In like 
manner, the form of disposition^comes from the elementary 
tactics, in which the Army is instructed and exerpised 
in time of peace, which must be looked upon as a property 
in t the troops that cannot be esserftially modified at 
the moment War breaks out, the disposition connects 
these tactics with the conditions which the use of the 
troops in War and in large masses demands, and thus 
i?%ettles in a general way the rule or norm in con- 
lormity with which the troops are to be drawn up for 
bat+le. 

This has been invariably the case when great Armies 
have taken the field, and there have been times when 
this form was considered as most essential part of 
the battle. 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when 
the improvements in the firearms of infantry occasioned 
a great increase of that arm, and allowed of its being 
deployed in long thin lines, the order of battle was thereby 
simplified, but, at the same time it became more difficult 
and more artificial in the carr5nLng out, and as no other 
way of disposing of cavalry at the commencement of a 
battle was known but that of posting them on the wings, 
where they were out of the fire and had room to move, 
therefore in the order of battle the Army always became 
a closed inseparable wfiole.' If such an Army was divided 
in the middle, it was like an earthworm cut in two : 
the wings had still life and the power of motion, but they 
had lost their natural functions. The Army lay, there- 
fore, in a manner under a spell of unity, and whenever 
any parts of it had to be placed in a separate position, 
a small consequent organisation and disorganisation 
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became necessary. The marches which the whole Army 
had to make were a conditior^ in nvhich, to a certain 
exfent, it found itself out of rule. If the enemy was 
at hand, the march had to be arranged in the most 
artificial manner, and i» order that one line or one wing 
might be always at the prescribed distance from the 
other, the troops had to gcnamble over everything : 
marches had also Constantly to be stolen from the enemy, 
and this perpetual theft only escaped severe punishment 
through the circumstance that the enemy lay under^the^ 
same spell. 

Hence, when, in the latter half of the eighteenth centdf^, 
it was discovered that cavalry would serve just as weit^ 
to protect a wing if it stood in rear of the Army as it ^ 
were placed on the prolongation of the line, and that, 
besides this, it might be apphed to other purposes than 
merely fighting a duel ^Wth the enemy’s cavalry, a great 
step in advance was made, because now the Army in its 
principal extension or front, which is always the breadth 
of its order of battle (position), consisted entirely of 
homogeneous members, so that it could be f<j^nned of 
any number of parts at pleasure, each part like another 
and like the whole. In this way it ceased to be ^ne 
single piece and became an articulated whole, consequently 
pliable and manageable : the parts might be separated 
from the whole and thei^joined on again without difficulty, 
the order of battle always remained the same. — Thus 
arose the Corps consisting of all arms, that is, such an 
organisation became possible* fof tlie want of it had 
been felt long before. 

That all this relates to the combat is very natural. 
The battle was formerly the whole War, and will always 
continue to be the principal part of it ; but, the order 
of battle belongs generally more to tactics tljan strategy, 
and it is only introduce heje to show how tactics in 



CHAP. V.] ORDEi^ OF BATTLE 

organmng tMe whole into smaller wholes mac’e prepara- 
tions for strategy. * tS 

Tift greater Armies become, the more they are distri- 
buted over wide spaces and the more diversified the action 
and reaction of the different pAits amongst themselves, 
the wider becomes the field of strategy, and, ther^ore, 
then the order of battle? in the sense of our definition, 
must also come into a kind of reciprocal action wipi 
strategy, which manifests itself chiefly , at the extreme 
points where tactics and strategy meet, that is, at 
those moments where the general distribution of the 
^fhbatant forces passes into the special dispositions for 
"*the combat. 

Vie now turn to those three points, the division, com- 
bination of arms, and order of battle {disposition) in a 
strategic point of view. 


I. DIVISION. 

In Strategy we must never ask what is to be the 
strength «Df a Division or a Corps, but how many Corps 
or Divisions an army should have. There is nothing 
more unmanageable than a^ Army divided into three 
parts, except it be one divided into only two, in which 
case the chief command must be almost neutralised. 

To fix the strength of great and small Corps, either on 
the grounds of elementary tactics or on higher grounds, 
leaves an incredibly wide field for arbitrary judgment, 
and heaven knows wha\ strange modes of reasoning have 
sported in this wide field. On the other hand, the 
necessity of forming an independent whole (army) into a 
certain number of parts is a thing as obvious as it is 
positive, and this idea furnishes real strategic motives 
for determiiyng the number of the greater divisions of 
an Army, consequently thei^ strength, whilst the strength 
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of the smaller divisions, such as companies, battalions, &c., 
is Upft to be determined by tacticfe. 

We can hardly imagine the smallest independent *body 
in which there are not at least three parts to be dis- 
tinguished, tl»t one pai^ ^nay be thrown out in advance, 
and* another part be left in rear ; that four is still more 
convenient fOllowg of itself, if tve Jceep in view that the 
n)iddle part, being the principal division, ought to be 
stronger than either of the others ; in this way, we may^ 
proceed to make out eight, which appears to us to be 
the most suitable number for an army if we take one 
part for an advance guard as a constant necegsJ?y, 
three for the main body, that is a right* wing, centre, ancT 
left wing, two divisions for reserve, and one to dotach 
to the ‘right, one to the left. Without pedantically 
ascribing a great importance to these numbers and 
figures, we certainly believe that they represent the 
most usual and frequently recurring strategic disposition, 
and on that account one that is convenient. 

Certainly it seems that the supreme direction of an i 
Army (and the direction of every whole) must be greatly 
facilitated if there are only three or four subordinates 
to command, but the Cqpimander-in-Chief must 't»ay 
dearly for this convenience in a twofold manner. In 
the first place, an order loses in rapidity, force, and 
exactness if the gradation ladder down which it has to 
descend is long, and this must be the case if there are 
Corps-Commanders between the Division Leaders and the 
Chief ; secondly, the Chief loses generally in his own 
proper power and efficiency the wider the spheres of 
action of his immediate subordinates become. A General 
commanding 100,000 men in eight Divisions exercises a 
power which is greater in intensity than if the 100,000 
men were dividM into ojily three Corps. There are many 
reasons for this, but the iribst important is that each 
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Commander looks upon himself as havings a kind of 
proprietary right in his’ own Corps, and always opposes 
the withdrawal from him of any portion of it for a longer 
or shorter time. A little experience of War will make 
this evident to any one. ^ ♦ 

B\|t on the other hand the number of parts hxust 
not be too great, otherwise disorder^ will ensue. It is 
di^cult enough to manage eight Divisions from one Head 
Quarter, and the number should neve!:* be allowed to 
exceed ten. But in^a Division in which the means of 
(^ulating orders are much less, the smaller normal 
^^number four, or at most five, may be regarded as the 
, more suitable. • 

It these factors, five and ten, will not answer, that is, 
if tho brigades are too strong, then corps d ^armSe must be 
introduced ; but we must remember that by so doing, 
a new power is created, which at once very much lowers 
all other factors. 

But now, what is too strong a Brigade ? The custom 
is to make them from 2000 to 5000 men strong, and 
there appear to be two reasons for making the latter 
number the limit ; the first is that a Brigade is supposed 
to be a subdivision which can be commanded by one 
man directly, that is, through the compass of his 
voice ; the second is that any larger body of infantry 
should not be left without artillery, and through this 
first combination of arms a special division of itself 
is formed. , 

We do not wish to involve ourselves in these tactical 
subtilties, neither shall we enter upon the disputed point, 
where and in what proportions the combination of all 
three arms should take place, whether with Divisions of 
8000 to 12,000 men, or with Corps which are 20,000 to 
30,000 men Strong. The most decided opponent of these 
combinations will scarcely take exception at the mere 
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assertion, that nothing but this combination of the three 
SLttQS can make a Division independent, and that therefore, 
for such as are intended to be frequently detached 
separately, it is at least very desirable. 

An Army of 200,000 men in ten Divisions, the Divisions 
composed of five Brigades eacli, would give Brigades 
4000 strong. • We^see here ifo disproportion. Certainly 
tips Army might also be divided into five Corps, Ithe 
Corps into four Divisions, and the Division into four 
Brigades, which makes the brigade 2500 men strong ; 
but the first distnbution, looked at in the abstr^, 
appears to us preferable, for besides that, in the other, 
there is one more gradation of rank, five parts are too^ 
few to make an Army manageable ; four Division^, in 
like manner, are too few for a Corps, and 2500 men is a 
weak Brigade, of which, jn this manner, there are eighty, 
whereas the first formation has only fifty, and is there- 
fore simpler. All these advantages are given up merely for 
the sake of having only to send orders to half as many 
generals. Of course the distribution into Corps is still ’ 
more unsuitable for sfnaller Armies. 

This is the abstract view of the case. The particular 
case may present good reasons for deciding otherwise. 
Likewise, we must admit that, although eight or ten 
Divisions may be directed when united in a level country, 
in widely extended mountain positions the thing might 
perhaps be impossible. A great river whidi divides an 
Army into halves, makes a Commander for each half indis- 
pensable ; in short, there axe a hundred local and par- 
ticular objects of the most decisive character, before 
which all rules must give way. 

But still, experience teaches us, that these abstract 
grounds come most frequently into use and are seldomer 
overruled by others thaq we should perhaps suppose. 

We wish further to explalh clearly the scope of the 
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foregoing considerationa by a simple outline,# for which 
purpose we now the different points of iijost 

impoliance next to each other. 

As*we mean by the term niunbers, or parts of a whole, 
only those which are made by j!^e primarji therefore the 
immediate division, we say, 

I. If a whole has tgo ftwmembers it is ntiwieldy. 
t. If the parts of a whole body are, too large, the power 
of the superior will is thereby weakened. # 

3. With every additional step through which an order 
has to pass, it is weakened m two ways : in one way by 
t?ie Joss of force, which it suffers in its passage through 
an additional step ; in another way by the longer time 
in ks transmission. 

Th§ tendency of all this is to show that th^ number 
of co-ordinate divisions shoulc^ be as great, and the 
gradational steps as few as possible ; and the only limi- 
tation to this conclusion is, that in Armies no more than 
from eight to ten, and in subordinate Corps no more 
than from four or at most six, subdivisions can be con- 
veniently directed. • 


2. COMBINATION OF ARMS. 

For Strategy the combination of the three arms in 
the order of battle is only impoftant in regard to those 
parts of the Army which, according to the usual order of 
things, are likely to be frequently employed in a detached 
position, where they may be obliged to engage in an 
independent combat. Now it is in the nature of things, 
that the members of the fiist class, and for the most part 
only these, are destined for detached positions, because, 
as we shall see elsewhere, detached positions are most 
generally acfopted upon the supposition Stnd the necessity 
of a body independent in Icself. 
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In a stijct sense Strategy woiyd therefore only require 
a permanent combination of armiin Army Corps, or where 
these do not exist, in Divisions, leaving it to cifcum- 
stances to determine wh^n a provisional combination 
of the three gtrms shall'^'ije made in subdivisions of an 
infenor order. 

But it is easy to see that, evMfen Corps are of consider- 
able size, such as 30,000 or 40,000 men, they can seldom 
find themselves, in a situation to take up a completely 
connected position in mass. With Corps of such strength, 
a combination of the arms in the Divisions is therefore 
necessary. No one who has had any experience in 
will treat lightly the delay which occufs when pressing 
messages have to be sent to some other perhaps distant “ 
point before cavalry can be brought to the support ^of in- 
fantry — to say nothing of the confusion which takes place. 

The details of the combination of the three arms, 
how far it should extend, how low down it should be 
carried, what proportions should be observed, the strength 
of the reserves of each to be set apart — these are all 
purely tactical considesrations. 

3. THE DISPOSITION. 

The determination as to the relations in space, accord- 
ing to which the parts *01 an Army amongst themselves 
are to be drawn up in order of battle, is likewise com- 
pletely a tactical subject, referring solely to the battle. 
No doubt there is also a strategic disposition of the 
parts ; but it depends almost entirely on determinations 
and requirements of the moment, and what there is in 
it of the rational, does not come within the meaning of 
the term “ order of battle.” We shall therefore treat of 
it in the followii^ chapter under the head o^ Disposition 
of an Army. * 
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The order o*f battk of |n Army is therefore th§ organisa- 
tion and dispositioi! of* it “in mass ready prepared ^for 
battlfi. Its parts are united in such a manner that both 
the tactical and strategical requirements of the moment 
can be easily satisfied by the eiJ!^lo3rment pf single parts 
drawn from the general mass. When such momentary 
exigency has passed^ o^ert these parts resume their 
original place, and thus the order of battle becomes 
the first step to, and principal foundation, of, that whole- 
^me methodicism which, like the beat of a pendulum, 
regulates the work in War, and of which we have already 
sj^.jen in the fourth chapter of the Second Book. 


CHAPTER VI 

GENERAL DISPOSITION OF AN ARMY 

Between the moment of the first assembling of military 
forces, and that of the solution arrived at maturity when 
Strategy has brought the army to the decisive point, 
and each particular part has had its position and r61e 
pointed out by tactics, there is in most cases a long 
interval ; it is the same between one decisive catastrophe 
and another. 

Formerly these intervals in a certain measure did not 
belong to War at all. Take for example the manner in 
which Luxemburg encamped and marched. We single 

(f 9 

out this General because he is celebrated for his camps 
and marches, and therefore may be considered a repre- 
sentative General of his period, and from the Histoire de 
la Flandre militaire, we know more about him than about 
other Generals of the time. 

The camp ^as regularly pitched with its rear close to 
a river, or morass, or a deep valley, which in the present 
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day 'would be considered madness. The direction in 
wh|ch the enemy lay had so littre to*do with determining 
the front of the Army, that cases are very common in 
which the rear was towards the enemy and the front 
towards their«own counfiy. This now unheard of mode 
of proceeding is perfectly xmintelligible, unless we suppose 
that in the choice ^f camps the^on*^enience of the troops 
wfLS the chief, indeed almost the only consideration, find 
therefore look upon the state of being in camp as a state 
outside of the action of War, a kind of withdrawal behind 
the scenes, where one is quite at ease. The practice ,of 
always resting the rear upon some obstacle may be 
reckoned the only measure of securit)^ which was then^ 
taken, of course, in the sense of the mode of conducing 
War in'^that day, for such a measure was quite incon- 
sistent with the possibility of being compelled to fight in 
that position. But there was little reason for appre- 
hension on that score, because the battles generally 
depended on a kind of mutual understanding, like a 
duel, in which the parties repair to a convenient rendez- ' 
vous. As Armies, partly on account of their numerous 
cavalry, which in the decline of its splendour was^still 
regarded, particularly by the French, as the principal 
arm, partly on account of the unwieldy organisation of 
their order of battle, could not fight in every description of 
country, an Army in a close broken cormtry was as it 
were under the protection of a neutral territory, and as 
it could itself make but little yse qf broken ground, there- 
fore, it was deemed preferable to go to meet an enemy 
seeking battle. We know, indeed, that Luxemburg’s 
battles at Fleurus, Stienkirk, and Neerwinden, were con- 
ceived in a different spirit ; but this spirit had only just 
then under this great General freed itself from the old 
method, and it* had not yet reacted on the method of 
encampment. Alterations in the Art of War originate 
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always in matters of a ibcisive nature, and then lead by 
degrees to modifications In other things. The expression 
U vaH la guerre, used in reierence to a partisan setting 
out to watch the enemy, sho^ how little the state of 
an Army in camp was consid^d to be state of real 
Warfare. * 

It was not much otherwise with the marches, for the 
artillery then separated itself completely from the rest 
of the Army, in order to take advantag^^ of better and 
more secure roads, and the cavalry on the wings generally 
took the right alternately, that each might have in turn 
its share of the honour of marching on the right. 

At present (thpt is, chiefly since the Silesian Wars) 
^ihe situation out of battle is so thoroughly influenced 
by its connection with battle that the two states are in 
intimate correlation, and the one^can no longer be com- 
pletely imagined without the other. Formerly in a 
campaign the battle was the real weapon, the situation 
at other times only the handle — the former the steel 
blade, the other the wooden haft glued to it, the whole 
therefore composed of heterogenCv^us parts, — now the 
battle is the edge, the situation out of the battle the 
back of the blade, the whole to be looked upon as metal 
completely welded together, in which it is impossible 
any longer to distinguish where the steel ends and the 
iron begins. • 

This state in War outside of the battle is now partly 
regulated by the organisation and regulations with which 
the Army comes prepared from a state of peace, partly 
by the tactical and strategic arrangements of the moment. 
The three situations in which an Army may be placed 
are in quarters, on a march, or in camp. All three belong 
as much to tactics as to strategy, and these two branches, 
bordering on^each other here in many ways, often seem 
to, or actually do, incorporate themselves with each 
VOL. 11. _ c 
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other, sotthat many^dispositiop may be looked upon 
at.the same time as both tactical and strategic. 

We shall treat of these three situations of an Army 
outside of the combat Jfi a general way, before any 
special objects come ihto connection with them ; but 
we«must, first of all, consider the general disposition of 
the forces, because that isea'^sugerior and more com- 
prehensive measure, determining as respects camps, 
cantonments, arid marches. 

If we look at the disposition of the forces in a general 
way, that is, leaving out of sight any special object, we 
can only imagine it as a unit, that is, as a whole, intended 
to fight all together, for any deviation (from this simplest 
form would imply a special object. Thus arises, f’.ere- 
fore, the conception of an Army, let it be small or large. 

Further, when there js an absence of any special end, 
there only remains as the sole object the preservation 
of the Army itself, which of course includes its security. 
That the Army shall be able to exist without incon- 
venience, and that it shall be able to concentrate withox^' 
difficulty for the puipose of fighting, are, therefore, the 
two requisite conditions. From these result, as desirable, 
the following points more immediately applying to sub- 
jects concerning the existence and security of the Army. 

1. Facility of subsistence. 

2. Facility of providing shelter for the troops. 

3. Security of the rear. 

4. An open coxmtry in front. 

5. The position itself in a broken country. 

6. Strategic points d’appui. 

7. A suitable distribution of the troops. 

Our elucidation of these several points is as follows : — 

The first two lead us to seek out cultivated districts, 
and great towns and ^oads. They detenpine measures 
i general rather than in paiticular. 
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In the chapter on linJ|\ of communication wiJ be found 
what we mean by security of the rear. The first and 
most*important point in this respect is that the centre of 
the position should be at a rig?^ angle with the principal 
line of retreat adjoining the portion. "" 

Respecting the fourth point, an Army certainly cannot 
look over an expanse cf courftry in its fiont as it overlooks 
the" space directly before it when in a tactical position 
for battle. But the strategic eyes ate the advance 
guard, scouts and patrols sent forward, spies, &c., &c., 
and the service will naturally be easier for these in an 
opea than in an intersected country. The fifth point is 
merely the reverse of the fourth. 

Strategical points d’appui differ from tactical in these 
two respects, that the Army need not be in immediate 
contact with them, and that, ow the other hand, they 
must be of greater extent. The cause of this is that, 
according to the nature of the thing, the relations to time 
and space in which Strategy moves are generally on a 
greater scale than those of tactics. If, therefore, an 
Army posts itself a few miles from the sea coast or the 
banks of a great river, it leans strategically on these 
obstacles, for the enemy cannot make use of such a 
space as this to effect a strategic turning movement. 
Within its narrow limits he cannot adventure on marches 
miles in length, occupying days and weeks. On the 
other hand, in Strategy, a lake of several miles in cir- 
cumference is hardly to* be looked upon as an obstacle ; 
in its proceedings, a few miles to the right or left are 
not of much consequence. Fortresses will become 
strategic points d’appui, according as they are large, 
and afford a wide sphere of action for offensive com- 
binations. 

The disposition of the Army in separate masses may 
be done with a view either to special objects and require- 
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ments, or Ho those of a general imture ; here we can only 
speak of the latter. 

The first general necessity is to push forwarci the 
advance guard and the^her troops required to watch 
the enemy. • 

Tlie second is that, with very^ large Armies, the reserves 
are usually placedr several mfles in rear, and consequently 
occupy a separate position. ^ 

Lastly, the 'covering of both wings of an Army 
usually requires a separate disposition of particular 
corps. 

By this covering it is not at all meant that a portion 
of the Army is to be detached to defefid the space round 
its wings, in order to prevent the enemy from apprdach- 
ing these weak points, as they are called : who, would 
then defend the wingc of these flanking corps ? This 
kind of idea, which is so common, is complete nonsense. 
The wings of an Army are in themselves not weak 
points for this reason, that the enemy also has wings, 
and cannot menace ours without placing his own in 
jeopardy. It is only if circumstances are unequal, if 
the enemy’s Army is larger than ours, if his lines of 
communication are more secure (see Lines of Communica- 
tion), it is only then that the wings become weak parts ; 
but of these special cases we are not now speakihg, there- 
fore, neither of a case in which a flanking corps is ap- 
pointed in connection with other combinations to defend 
effectually the space on our wings, for that no longer 
belongs to the category of general dispositions. 

But although the wings are not particularly weak 
parts stiU they are particularly important, because here, 
on account of flanking movements the defence is not 
so simple as in front, measures are more complicated 
and require more timeiandj)reparation. For this reason 
it is necessary in the majority of cases to protect the 
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wings specially agains|' unforeseen enterprises on the 
part of the enemy, and this is done by placing stronger 
masses on the wings than woi^ld be required for mere 
purposes of observation. To ^^ss these masses seriously, 
even if they oppose no very formidable resistance, more 
time is required, and the stronger they are the fnore 
the enemy must develop Ms forces %nd his intentions, 
and by that means the object of the measure is attained ; 
what is to be done further depends on the particular 
plans of the moment. We may therefore regard bodies 
placed on the wings as lateral advance guards, intended 
to retard the advance of the enemy through the spac§ 
beyond our wings and give us time to make dispositions 
to counteract his movement. 

If these corps are to fall back on the main body and 
the latter is not to make a backward movement at the 
same time, then it follows of itself that they must not 
be in the same line with the front of the main body, but 
thrown out somewhat forwards, because when a retreat 
is to be made, even without being preceded by a serious 
engagement, they should not retreat directly on the side 
of the position. 

From these reasons of a subjective nature, as they 
relate to the inner organisation of an Army, there arises 
a natural system of disposition, composed of four or five 
parts according as the reserve femains with the main 
body or not. 

As the subsistence ^nd shelter of the troops partly 
decide the choice of a position in general, so also they 
contribute to a disposition in* separate sections. The 
attention which they demand comes into consideration 
along with the other considerations above mentioned ; 
and we seek to satisfy the one without prejudice to the 
other. In most cases, by the division of an Army into 
five separate Corps, the (iifficulties of subsistence and 
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quartering*will be overcome, anc^no great alteration will 
aft^nvards be required on their account. 

We have still to cast a glance at the distances at which 
these separated Corps majf be allowed to be placed, if 
we are to retain in view the advantage of mutual support, 
and,* therefore, of concentrating for battle. On this 
subject we rfemincj* our readers* oh what is said in the 
chj^pters on the duration and decision of the combat, 
according to which no absolute distance, but only the 
most general, as it were, average rules can be given, 
because absolute and relative strength of arms and 
country have a great influence. „ 

The distance of the advance guard*^ is the easiest to 
fix, as in retreating it falls back on the main body of 
the ArfKy, and, therefore, may be at all events , at a 
distance of a long day’sjnarch without incurring the risk 
of being obliged to fight an independent battle. But it 
should not be sent further in advance than the security 
of the Army requires, because the further it has to fall 
back the more it suffers. 

Respecting detachfiients on the flanks, as we have 
already said, the combat of an ordinary Division of 8000 
to 10,000 men usually lasts for several hours, even for half 
a day before it is decided ; on that account, therefore, there 
need be no hesitation in placing such a Division at a dis- 
tance of some leagues of five to ten miles, and for the same 
reason. Corps of three or four Divisions may be detached 
a day’s march or a distance 04 fifteen to twenty miles. 

From this natural and general disposition of the main 
body, in four or five Divisions at particular distances, a 
certain method has arisen of dividing an Army in a 
mechanical manner whenever there are no strong special 
reasons against this ordinary method. 

But although* we ass^une that each of these distinct 
parts of an Army shall be tompetent to imdertake an 
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independent combat, it may be obliged ‘‘to engage 
in one, it does not therefore by any means follow that 
the real object of fractioning an Army is that the parts 
should fight separately ; the ft^cessity for this distribu- 
tion of the Army is mostly only a condition of existence 
imposed by time. If the^enemy approaches our position 
to try the fate of a general action, the strategic period 
is bver, everything concentrates itself into the one 
moment of the battle, and therewith terminates and 
vanishes the object of the distribution of the Army. As 
soon as the battle commences, considerations about 
qua?:ters and subsistence are suspended ; the observation 
^of the enemy beiore our front and on our flanks has 
fulfilled the purpose of checking his advance by a partial 
resistance, and now all resolves itself into the one great 
unit — the great battle. The besfc criterion of skill in the 
disposition of an Army lies in the proof that the distribu- 
tion has been considered merely as a condition, as a 
necessary evil, but that united action in battle has been 
considered the object of the disposition. 


CHAPTER VII 

ADVANCE GUARD ANp OUTPOSTS 

These two bodies belong to that class of subjects into 
which both the tactica^jl and strategic threads run simul- 
taneously. On the one hand we must reckon them 
amongst those pro\dsions which give form to the battle 
and ensure the execution of tactical plans ; on the other 
hand, they frequently lead to independent combats, and 
on account of their position, more or less distant from 
the main bcidy, they are to be "-egarded as links in the 
strategic chain, and it is this very feature which obhges 
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us to su^ement the precedinf chapter by devoting a 
few moments to their consideration. 

Every body of troops, when not completely in readi- 
ness for battle, requires^n advance guard to learn the 
approach of the enemy, end to gain further particulars 
respecting his force before he comes in sight, for the 
range of visfon, a rule, dees not go much beyond the 
range of firearms. But what sort of man would he be 
who could nol see farther than his arms can reach ! 
The outposts are the eyes of the army, as we have already 
said. The want of them, however, is not always equally 
great ; it has its degrees. The strength of Armies^ and 
the extent of ground they cover, tiAie, place, contin- 
gencies, the method of making War, even chance,^ are 
all poffits which have an influence in the matter; and, 
therefore, we cannot wqnder that military history, instead 
of furnishing any definite and simple outlines of the 
method of using advance guards and outposts, only 
presents the subject in a kind of chaos of examples of 
the most diversified nature. 

Sometimes we see the security of an Army entrusted to 
a Corps regularly appointed to the duty of advance guard ; 
at another time a long line of separate outposts ; some- 
times both these arrangements co-exist, sometimes neither 
one nor the other ; at one time there is only one advance 
guard in common for the whole of the advancing columns ; 
at another time, each column has its own advance guard. 
We shall endeavour to get a ejear idea of what the subject 
really is, and then see whether we can arrive at some 
principles capable of application. 

If the troops are on the march, a detachment of more 
or less strength forms its van or advance guard, and in 
case of the movement of the Army being reversed, this 
same detachmeht will fprm the rearguard, ^f the troops 
are in cantonments or camp, an extended line of weak 



CHAP, vn.] GUARDI AND OUTPOSTS 41 

posts, forms the' vangua|d, the outposts. It is^essentially 
in the nature of things, that, when the Army is halted, 
a greater extent of space can and must be watched than 
when the Army is in motion, ai^ therefore in the one case 
the conception of a chain of posts, in the of;her that of a 
concentrated body arises of itself. ^ 

The actual strength of* an advance-guard, as well as 
of outposts, ranges from a considerable Corps, composed 
of an organisation of all three arms, tc^ a regiment (|f 
hussars, and from a strongly entrenched defensive lin6, 
occupied by portions of troops from each arm of the 
servi,ce, to mere outl3dng pickets, and their supports de- 
tached from the main camp. The services assigned to 
sucL^ vanguards range also from those of mere obseiva^ 
tion tQ an offer of opposition or resistance to the enemy, 
and this opposition may not only be to give the main 
body of the Army the time which it requires to prepare 
for battle, but also to make the enemy develop his plans, 
and intentions, which consequently makes the observation 
far more important. 

According as more or less time is required to be gained, 
according as the opposition to be offered is calculated 
upon and intended to meet the special measures of the 
enemy, so accordingly must the strength of the advance 
guard and outposts be proportioned. 

Frederick the Great, a General^ above all others ever 
ready for battle, and who almost directed his Army in 
battle by word of compian^i, never required strong out- 
posts. We see him therefore constantly encamping close 
under the eyes of the enemy, without any great apparatus 
of outposts, relying for his security, at one place on a 
hussar regiment, at another on a light battahon, or per- 
haps on the pickets, and supports furnished from the 
cam* On tie march, a few thousand horse, generally 
furnished by the cavalry on the flanks of the first line. 
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formed hili^advatice guard, and the end of the march 
rejoined the main body. He very seldom had any corps 
permanently employed as advance guard. 

When it is the intenti(jj^ of a small Army, by using the 
whole weight of its mass with great vigour and activity, 
to make the enemy feel the effect of its superior discipline 
and the greater resolution of*its Commander, then almost 
every thing must be done sous la barbe de Pennemt, in 
the same way \s Fredenck the Great did when opposed 
to Daun. A system of holding back from the enemy, 
and a very formal, and extensive S3^tem of outposts 
would neutralise all the advantages of the above kind of 
superiority. The circumstance that ah error of another 
kind, and the carr5nng out Frederick’s system too^'far, 
may llad to a battle of Hochkirch, is no argument against 
this method of acting*; we should rather say, that as 
there was only one battle of Hochkirch in all the Silesian 
War, we ought to recognise m this system a proof of the 
King’s consummate ability. 

Napoleon, however, who commanded an Army not 
deficient in disciplme*and firmness, and who did not want 
for resolution himself, never moved without a stro^ 
advance guard. There are two reasons for this. 

The first is to be found in the alteration in tactics. A 
whole Army is no longer led into battle as one body by 
mere word of commaild, to settle the affair like a great 
duel by more or less skill and bravery ; the combatants 
on each side now range th^ tprces more to suit the 
peculiarities of the ground and circumstances, so that 
the order of battle, and consequently the battle itself, 
is a whole made up of many parts, from which there 
follows, that the simple determination to fight becomes 
a regularly formed plan, and the word of command a 
more or less Tong pr^aratory arrangement. For this 
time and data are required. * 
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The second canse lies in|the grfeat size of modeifi Armies, 
Frederick brought thirty or forty thousand men into 
battle ; Napoleon from one to two hundred thousand. 

We have selected these exalijples because every one 
will admit that two such Generals would* newgr have 
adopted any systematic mjde of proceeding without sdme 
good reason. Upon the whcJie, there has been a general 
impfbvement in the use of advance guards and outposts 
in modern Wats ; not that every one acted as Frederick, 
f.yen in the Silesian Wars, for at that time the Austrians 
had a system of strong outposts, and frequently sent 
forward a corps as advance guard, for which they had 
sufficient reason fiom the situation in which they were 
placed. In the same way we find differences enough in 
the mode of carrying on war in more modern *times. 
Even the French Marshals Macdonald in Silesia, Oudinot 
and Ney in the Mark (Brandenburg), advanced with 
armies of sixty or seventy thousand men, without our 
reading of their having had any .^.dvance guard. ♦ — We 
have hitherto been discussing advance guards and out- 
posts in relation to their numerical* strength ; but there 
is another difference which we must settle. It is that, 
when an Army advances or retires on a certain breadth 
of ground, it may have a van and rear guard in common 
for all the columns which are marching side by side, or 
each column may have one for itself. In order to form 
a clear idea on this subject, we must look at it in this 
way. 

The fundamental conception of an advance guard, 
when a Corps is so specially designated, is that its mission 
is the security of the main body or centre of the Army. 
If this main body is marching upon several contiguous 
roads so close together that they can also easily serve for 

• And were l^aten accordingly at tlie Katzbach, Gross Beeren. 
Dennewitz, 1813 . — Ed. 



the advance guard, and therefifre be covered by it, then 
tiie flank columns naturally require no special covering. 

But those Corps which are moving at great distances, 
in reality as detached Cq^s, must provide their own van- 
guards. Tha same applies also to any of those Corps 
which belong to the central mass, and owing to the direc- 
tion that the roa^s may hajfpen t© take, are too far from 
the centre column. Therefore there will be as fliany 
advance guarch> as there are columns virtually separated 
fiom each other ; if each of these advance guards is much 
weaker than one general one would be, then they fall 
more into the class of other tactical dispositions^ and 
there is no advance guard in the strategic tableau. But ^ 
if the main body or centre has a much larger Corjfs for 
its a(Jvance guard, then that Corps will appear, as the 
advance guard of the whole, and will be so in many re- 
spects. 

But what can be the reason for giving the centre a 
vanguard so much stronger than the wings ? The fol- 
lowing three reasons. 

1. Because the mass of troops composing the centre 

is usually much more considerable. ^ 

2. Because plainly the central point of a strip of country 
along which the front of an army is extended must always 
be the most important point, as all the combinations of 
the campaign relate iflostly to it, and therefore the field 
of battle is also usually nearer to it than to the wings. 

3. Because, although a Corps thrown forward in front 
of the centre does not directly protect the wmgs as a real 
vanguard, it still contributes greatly to their security 
indirectly. For instance, the enemy cannot in ordinary 
cases pass by such a Corps within a certain distance in 
order to effect any enterprise of importance against one 
of the wings, t>ecause4ie has to fear an Jttack in flank 
and rear. Even if this check which a Corps thrown for- 
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ward in the centre impo^ on the enemy is not»sufficient 
to constitute complete security for the wings, it is at all, 
events sufficient to relieve the flanks from all apprehension 
in a great many cases. ^ 

vanguard of the centre, i£ much stronger than that 
of a wing, that is to say, if it consists of a special Corps as 
advance guard, has i^ien* not merely^ the mission of a 
vanguard intended to protect the troops in its rear from 
sudden surprise ; it also operates in more general strategic 
relations as an Army Corps thrown forward in advance. 

The following are the purposes for which such a body 
may^ be used, and therefore those which determine its 
duties in practice.* 

* !?• To ensure a stouter resistance, and make the enemy 
advance with more caution ; consequently to do the 
duties of a vanguard on a greater scale, whenever our 
arrangements are such as to require time before they 
can be carried into effect. 

2. If the central mass of the army is very large, to be 
able to keep this unwieldy body at some distance from 
the enemy, while we still remain close to him with a more 
movable body of troops. 

3. That we may have a corps of observation close to 

the enemy, if there are any other reasons which require 
us to keep the pnncipal mass of the Army at a consider- 
able distance. • 

The idea that weaker look-out posts, mere bodies of 
partisan, might answer^ just as well for this observation 
is set aside at once if we reflect how easily a weak de- 
tachments might be dispersed, and how very limited 
also are its means of observation as compared with those 
of a considerable force. 

4. In the pursuit of the enemy. A single corps as 
advance gua|-d, with the greater part ‘of the cavalry 
attached to it, can move quicker, arriving later at its 
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bivouac, tand moving earlier ip the morning than the 
whole mass. 

5. Lastly, on a retreat, as rearguard, to be used in 
defending the principal natural obstacles of ground. In 
this respect ajso the centre is exceedingly important. At 
first sight it certainly appears as if such a rearguard 
would be constancy in danger of hAving its flanks turned. 
But we must remember that, even if the enemy suceeeds 
in overlappingtthe flanks to some extent, he has still to 
march the whole way from there to the centre before he 
can seriously threaten the central mass, which gives time 
to the rearguard of the centre to prolong its resistance, 
and remain in rear somewhat longer. On the other hand, 
the situation becomes at once critical if the centre^ falls 
back ‘xjuicker than the wings ; there is immediately an 
appearance as if the line had been broken through, and 
even the very idea or appearance of that is to be dreaded. 
At no time is there a greater necessity for concentration 
and holding together, and at no time is this more sensibly ^ 
felt by every one than on a retreat. The intention always 
is, that the wings in s:ase of extremity should close upon 
the centre ; and if, on account of subsistence and roa^, 
the retreat has to be made on a considerable width (of 
country), still the movement generally ends by a concen- 
tration on the centre. If we add to these considerations 
also this one, that th^ enemy usually advances with his 
principal force in the centre and with the greatest energy 
against the centre, we must perceive that the rearguard 
of the centre is of special importance. 

Accordingly, therefore, a special Corps should always be 
thrown forward as an advance guard in every case where 
one of, the above relations occurs. These relations almost 
fall to the groimd if the centre is not stronger than the 
wings, as, for ^xampl^, Macdonald when j^hie advanced 
against Bliicher, in Silesia, in 1813, and the latter, when 
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he made his movement towards the Elbe. Both of then) 
had three Ojrps, which usually moved in three columns 
by different roads, the hea<fe of the columns in line. On 
this account no mention is m^de of their having had 
advance guards. . • 

But this disposition in three columns of equal strength 
is one which is by no inean% to be recgmmeihded, partly 
on that account, and also because the division of a whoje 
Army into three parts makes it very uniftanageable, as 
stated in the fifth chapter of the third book. 

■WTien the whole is formed into a centre with two wings 
separate from it, which we have represented in the pre- 
ceding chapter as #he most natural formation as long as 
tffem IS no particular object for any other, the Corps 
forming the advance guard, according to the sifttplest 
notion of the case, will have its place in front of the 
centre, and therefore before the line which forms the 
front of the wings ; but as the first object of Corps thrown 
out on the flanks is to perform the same office for the sides 
as the advance guard for the front, it will very often 
happen that these Corps will be in line with the advance 
guard, or even still further thrown forward, accoiding to 
circumstances. 

With respect to the strength of an advance guard we 
have little to say, as now very properly it is the general 
custom to detail for that duty one or more component 
parts of the Army of the first class, reinforced by part of 
the cavalry : so that it^ consists of a Corps, if the army 
is formed in Corps ; of a Division, if the organisation is 
in Divisions. 

It is easy to perceive that in this respect also the great 
number of higher members or divisions is an advantage. 

How far the advance guard should be pushed to the 
’ front must entirely depend on circumstances ; there are 
cases in which it m«y be more than a day’s march in 
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advance, *and others in which it should be immediately 
b^ore the front of the Army. If we find that in most 
cases between five and fifteen miles is the distance chosen, 
that shows certainly that circumstances have usually 
pointed out jthis distance as the best ; but we cannot 
make of it a rule by which we are to be always guided. 

In the foregoing observaijoAs 'v^e have lost sight alto- 
gether of outposts, and therefore we must now retusn to 
them again. ^ 

In saying, at the commencement, that the relations 
between outposts and stationary troops is similar to that 
between advance guards and troops in motion, our object 
was to refer the conceptions back to their origin, and 
keep them distinct in future ; but it is clear that if '^e * 
confise ourselves strictly to the words we should get little 
more than a pedantic distinction. 

If an Army on the march halts at night to resume the 
march next morning, the advance guard must naturally 
do the same, and always organise the outpost duty, 
required both for its own security and that of the main^ 
body, without on that account being changed from an 
advance guard into a line of outposts. To satisfy the 
notion of that transformation, the advance guard woiild 
have to be completely broken up into a chain of small 
posts, having either only a very small force, or nc®e at all 
in a form approaching to a mass. In other words, the 
idea of a line of outposts must predominate over that of 
a concentrated Corps. ^ 

The shorter the time of rest of the Army, the less com- 
plete does the covering of the Army require to be, for the 
enemy has hardly time to learn from day to day what is 
covered and what is not. The longer the halt is to be 
the more complete must be the observation and covering 
of all points o^ approach. As a rule, ther^ore, when the 
halt is long, the vanguaril becomes alwa3rs more and 
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more extended into a line of posts. Whether the change 
becomes complete, or whether the idea of a concentrated 
Corps shall continue uppermost, depends chiefly on two 
circumstances. The first is the proximity of the contend- 
ing Armies, the second is the nsiture of the^country. 

If the Armies are very close in comparison j:o the width 
of their front, then it Will often be impossible to post a 
vanguard between them, and the Armies are obliged to 
place their dependence on a chain of outposts. 

A concentrated Corps, as it covers the approaches 
to the Army less directly, generally requires more time 
and ‘Space to act e^ciently ; and therefore, if the Army 
cpyers a great extent of front, as in cantonments, and a 
Corps standing in mass is to cover all the avenges of«. 
approach, it is necessary that it should be at a consider- 
able distance from the enemy ; db this account winter 
quarters, for instance, are generally covered by a cordon 
of posts. 

The second circumstance is the nature of the country ; 
where, for example, any formidabl#^ obstacle of ground 
affords the means of forming a strong line of posts with 
but few troops, we should not neglect to take advantage 
of it. 

Lastly, in winter quarters, the rigour of the season 
may also be a reason for breaking up the advance guard 
into a line of posts, because it is ea^sier to find shelter for 
it in that way. 

The use of a reinforced Hne of outposts was brought 
to great perfection by the Anglo-Dutch Army, during 
the campaign of 1794 and 1795, in the Netherlands, when 
the line of defence was formed by Brigades composed of 
all arms, in single posts, and supported by a reserve. 
Schamhorst, who was with that Army, introduced this 
system into tMb Prussian Army oif the Passarge in 1807. 
Elsewhere in modem times, it has been little adopted, 
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chiefly blcause the Wars have been too rich in movement. 
B«t even when there has been occasion for its use it has 
been neglected, as for instance, by Murat, at Tarutino. 
A wider extension of his defensive line would have spared 
him the loss«of thirty pieces of artillery in a combat of 
outjposts. ^ 

It cannot* be disputed that in ‘■certain circumstances, 
great advantages may be derived from this system. ** We 
propose to rethm to the subject on another occasion. 

Note. — ^The importance of this chapter lies in this that it reveals the 
fact that Clausewitz had never clearly grasped the essential feature of 
Napoleon’s strategic method Napoleon used his strong “ Avant-garde 
g6n6rale ” not merely for observation and to (i>?lay the enemy, but by 
a vigorous offensive to fix ” him by paralysing his independent ’^dl 
power. Whilst he thus held his enemy's attention the remainSer of 
his aiflSy manoeuvred to deliver the great decisive blow Jena, Fried- 
land, Liitzen are the chief examples. Of this method he left no 
distinct description m his^ later strategical writings, neither does it 
appear that his Marshals ever really grasped his idea. It has only 
been during the last fifteen years that it has been rediscovered by the 
careful investigations of the French General Staff Moltke seems 
never to have understood its importance, hence the numerous critical 
situations that arose in August 1870, notably at Vionville. 
Bonnal’s “ Manoeuvre d^ St. Prival,” and Foch’s “ Manoeuvre pour 
la bataille.” — Ed. 


CHAPTER VIII 

MODE OF ACTION OF ADVANCED CORPS 

We have just seen how the security of the Army is 
expected, from the effect which an advance guard and 
flank corps produce on an advancing enemy. Such 
bodies are always to be considered as very weak whenever 
we imagine them in conflict with the main body of the 
enemy, and therefore a peculiar mode of using them is 
required, that they may fulfil the purppse for which 
they are intended, withofit incurring the risk of the 
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serious loss which is to be feared from this disproportion in, 
strength. • i 

The object of a detachihent cf this description, is to 
observe the enemy, and to delay his progress. 

For the first of these purposes a smaller^ body would 
never be sufficient, partly because it would be more easily 
driven back, partly be^;ause its means #of ol 5 servation — 
that is its eyes — could not reach as far. ^ 

But the observation must be carried to ^ high point ; 
the enemy must be made to develop his whole strength 
before such a Corps, and thereby reveal to a certain 
extent, not only his force, but also his plans. 

For this its mere presence would be sufficient, and it 
would only be necessary to wait and see the measures by 
which the enemy seeks to drive it back, and then tbm- 
mence its retreat at once. 0 

But further, it must also delay the advance of the 
enemy, and that implies actual resistance. 

Now how can we conceive this waiting until the last 
moment, as well as this resistance, without such a body 
being in constant danger of serious lo'^s ? Chiefly in this 
way, that the enemy himself is preceded by an advance 
guard, and therefore does not advance at once with all 
the outflanking and overpowering weight of his whole 
force. Now, if this advance guard is also from the 
commencement superior to our advanced corps, as we may 
naturally suppose it is intended it should be, and if the 
enemy’s mam body is algo i^earer to his advance guard 
than we are to ours, and if that main body, being already 
on the march, will soon be on the spot to support the 
attack of his advance guard with all his strength, still 
this first act, in which our advanced corps has to contend 
with the enemy’s advance guard, that is with a force 
not much excej^ding its own, ensujjes at once a certain 
gain of time, and thus allows df our watching the adver- 
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sary’s i&ovements for some time without endangering 
our own retreat. 

But even a certain amount of resistance which such a 
force can offer in a suitable position is not attended 
with such disadvantage^^as we might anticipate in other 
caSes through the disproportion in the strength of the 
forces engaged. cThe chiei danger in a contest with a 
superior enemy consists always in the possibility of'being 
turned and placed in a critical situation by the enemy 
enveloping our position ; but in the case to which our 
attention is now directed, a risk of this description is 
very much less, owing to the advancing enemy ^ever 
knowing exactly how near at hand support from the 
main body of his opponent’s Army itself may be, (v^hich 
’ ma^ place his advanced column between two fires. The 
consequence is, thatvthe enemy in advancing keeps the 
heads of his single columns as nearly as possible m line, 
and only begins very cautiously to attempt to turn one 
or other wing after he has sufficiently reconnoitred oni^ 
position. While the enemy is thus feeling about and 
moving guardedly, the Corps we have thrown forward 
has time to fall back before it is in anj^ serious dangef,, j 

As for the length of the resistance which such a Corps 
should offer against the attack in front, or against the 
commencement of any turning movement, that depends 
chiefly on the nature of the ground and the proximity 
of the enemy’s supports. If this resistance is continued 
beyond its natural measure ,reither from want of judgment 
or from a sacrifice being necessary in order to give the 
main body the time it requires, the consequence must 
always be a very considerable loss. 

It is only in rare instances, and more especially when 
some local obstacle is favourable, that the resistance 
actually made in such a combat can be^of importance, 
and the duration of the little battle of such a Corps would 
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in itself be hardly sufficient to gain the time required ; 
that time is really gained in a threefold manner, whidh 
lies in the nature of the thing, viz. : 

1. By the more cautious, afnd consequently slower 
advance of the enemy. 

2. By the duration of the actual resistance^offered. 

3. By the retreat itself. * 

This retreat must be made as slowly as is consistent 
with safety. If the country affords good positions they 
should be made use of, as that obliges the enemy to 
organise fresh attacks and plans for turning movements, 
and by that means more time is gained. Perhaps in a 
ne^^ position a r^al combat even may again be fought. 

We see that the opposition to the enemy’s progress by^ 
actual fighting and the retreat are completely combined 
with one another, and that the shoftness of the duration 
of the fights must be made up for by their frequent 
repetition. 

This is the kind of resistance which an advanced force 
should offer. The degree of effect d^^pends chiefly on the 
strength ot the Corps, and the configuration of the 
country ; next on the length of ibe road which the Corps 
has to march over, and the support which it receives. 

A small body, even when the forces on both sides are 
equal, can never make as long a stand as a considerable 
Corps ; for the larger the masses *the more time they 
require to complete their action, of whatever kind it 
may be. In a mountainous country the mere marching 
is of itself slower, the resistance in the different positions 
longer, and attended with less danger, and at every step 
favourable positions may be found. 

As the distance to which a detachment is pushed 
forward increases so will the length of its retreat, and 
therefore also ifce absolute gain of rime by its resistance ; 
but as such a body by its position has less power of 
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resistance in itself, and is less easily reinforced, its retreat 
must be made more rapidly in proportion as it is nearer 
the main body, and has a shorter distance to traverse. 

The support and meins of rallying afforded to an 
advanced Corps must naturally have an influence on the 
duration of*the resistance, as<all the time that prudence 
requires for the s*ecurity of the retreat is so much taken 
from the resi^ance, and therefore diminishes its amount. 

There is a marked difference in the time gained by 
the resistance of an advance guard when the enemy 
makes his first appearance after midday ; in such a case 
the length of the night is so much adcjitional time gained, 
as the advance is seldom continued throughout the lyjbt. 
,Thi]^ it was that, m 1815, on the short distance from 
Charleroi to Ligny, not more than ten miles, fhe first 
Prussian Corps under General Ziethen, about 30,000 
strong, against Buonaparte at the head of 120,000 men, 
was enabled to gam twenty-four hours for the Prussian 
Army then engaged in concentrating. The first attacld 
was made on Gener/rl Ziethen about nine o’clock on the 
morning of 15th June, and the battle of Ligny did not 
commence until about two on the afternoon of i6th. 
General Ziethen suffered, it is true, very considerable 
loss, amounting to five or six thousand men killed, 
wounded, or prisoners. 

If we refer to experience the following are the results, 
which may serve as a basis in any calculations of this 
kind. • " 

A Division of ten or twelve thousand men, with a pro- 
portion of cavalry, a day’s march of fifteen to twenty 
miles in advance in an ordinary country, not particularly 
strong, will be able to detain the enemy (including time 
occupied in the retreat) about half as long again as he 
would otherwise require to^arch over th?! same ground, 
but if the Division is only five miles in advance, then the 
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enemy ought to be detained about twice or three 'times 
as long as he otherwise wojiH be on the march. • 

Therefore supposing the distance io be a march of 
twenty miles, for which usually ten hours are required, 
then irom the moment that the enemy appears in force in 
front of the advanced bo<^, we may reckon upon fifteen 
hours before he is in* a comditicn to atta^ our main 
Army. On the other hand, if the advance guard is posted 
only five miles in advance, then the ti&e which will 
elapse before our Army can be attacked will be more than 
three or four hours, and may very easily come up to 
double that, for the enemy still requires just as much 
time to mature his first measures against oar advance 
guard, and the resistance offered by that guard in itV 
originaJ position will be greater than it would be^in a 
position further forward. ^ 

The consequence is, that in the first of these supposed 
cases the enemy cannot easily make an attack on our 
mam body on the same day that be presses back the 
advanced Corps, and this exactly coincides with the 
results of experience. Even in the second case the 
enemy must succeed in driving our advance guard from 
its ground in the first half of the day to have the requisite 
time for a general action. 

As the night comes to our help in the first of these 
supposed cases, we see how much time may be gained 
by an advance guaid thrown further foiward. 

With reference to troops, placed on the sides or flanks, 
the object of which we have before explained, the mode 
of action is in most cases more or less connected with 
circumstances which belong to the province of immediate 
application. The simplest way is to look upon them as 
advance guards placed on the sides, which being at the 
same time ihsrown out somewhaj? in advance, retreat in 
an oblique direction upon the Army. 
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As thdfee bodies are not immediately in the front of the 
Army, and cannot be so easily supported as a regular 
advance guard, they would, therefore, be exposed to 
greater danger if it was not that the enemy’s offensive 
power in mgst cases is somewhat less at the outer 
extremities of his line, and in the worst cases such de- 
tachments have sufficient rpom to give way without ex- 
posing the Army so directly to danger as a flying admnce 
guard might do by its rapid retreat. 

The most usual and best means of supporting an 
advanced Corps is by a considerable body of cavalry, for 
which reason, when necessary from the distance at which 
the Corps is advanced, the reserve ^ cavalry is posted 
between the main body and the advanced Corps. 

^ conclusion to be drawn from the preceding re- 

flections is, that an advanced Corps effects more by its 
presence than by its efforts, less by the combats in which 
it engages than by the possibility of those in which it 
might engage : that it should never attempt to stop 
the enemy’s movements, but only serve like a pendulum 
to moderate and regulate them, so that they may be 
made matter of calculation. 


CHAPTER IX 
CAMPS . 

We are now considering the three situations of an Army 
outside of the combat only strategically, that is, so far 
as they are conditioned by place, time, and the number 
of the effective force. All those subjects which relate 
to the internal arrangement of the con^bat and the 
transition into the state of combat belong to tactics. 
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The disposition in camps, by which we mean every 
disposition of an Army except in quarters, whether it Jbe^ 
■fai * tentSr- huts, or bivouac, is strategiv^lly completely 
identical with the combat which is contingent upon such 
disposition. Tactically, it is not so always^., for we can, 
for many reasons, choose a site for encamping which is 
not precisely identical witk Jhe proposed fidd of battle. 
Having already said all that is necessary on the dis- 
position of an Army, that is, on the position bf the different 
parts, we have only to make some observations on Camps 
in connection with their history. ' , 

In former times, that is, before Armies grew once 
more to considerat^e dimensions, before Wars became of 
grea<:er duration, and their partial acts were brought 
into connection with a whole or general plan, and t j 
the time of the War of the French Revolution, Armies 
always used tents. This was their ^Kirmal state. With 
the commencement of the mild season of the year they 
left their quarters, and did not again take them up until 
winter set in. Winter quarters at that time must be 
looked upon to a certain extent as a state of no War, for 
in them the forces were neutralised, the whole clock-work 
stopped. Quarters to refresh an Army which preceded 
the real winter quarters, and other temporary canton- 
ments, for a short time within contracted limits were 
transitional and exceptional conditions. 

This is not the place to inquire how such a periodical 
voluntary neutralisation of power was consistent with 
the object and nature of War; we shall come to that 
subject hereafter. Enough that it was so. 

Since the Wars of the French Revolution, Armies 
have completely done away with the tents on account of 
the encumbrance they cause. It is found better for an 
army of 100,900 men to have, yi place* of 6000 tent 
horses, 5000 additional cavalry, or a couple of hundred 
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extra guM, and in great and rapid operations a load of 
tents is an obvious hindrance to mobility. 

But this change is attended with two drawbacks, viz., 
an increase of casualties in the force, and greater wasting 
of the country. • 

However slight the protecl^on afforded by a roof of 
common tent cloth, — it cannot be'denied that it is great 
relief to the troops. For a single day the differeiffce is 
small, becaus? a tent is little protection against wind 
and cold, and does not completely exclude wet ; but 
this small difference, if repeated two or three hundred 
times in a year, becomes important. A greater. loss 
through sickness is the natural result? 

How the devastation of the country is increased 
"SifSSgh the want of tents for the troops requires no 
explanation. 

, One would suppose that on account of these two 
reactionary influences the doing away with tents must 
have diminished again the energy of War in another 
way, viz., that troops must remain longer in quarters, 
and from want of ftie requisites for encampment must 
forego many positions which would have been possible 
had tents been forthcoming. *’ 

This would indeed have been the case had there not 
been, in the same epoch of time, an enormous revolution 
in War generally, which swallowed up in itself all these 
smaller subordinate influences. 

The elementary fire of WarhasJbecome so overpowering, 
its energy so extraordinary, that these regular periods of 
rest have disappeared, and every power presses forward 
with persistent energy towards the great decision, which 
will be treated of more fully in the ninth book. Under 
these circumstances, therefore, any question about effects 
on an Army from the «discontinuance of the^use of tents 
in the field is quite thrown'into the shade. Troops now 
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occupy huts, or' bivouac under the canopy of heaven, 
without regard to season of the year, weather, or localitj)^, ^ 
according as the general plan and object of the campaign 
require. 

Whether War will in the futftre continuS to maintain, 
under all circumstances and at all times, this energy, 
is a question we shctll consider hereafter ; where this 
energy is wanting, the want of tents is calculated to 
exercise some influence on the conduct of ^ar ; but that 
this reaction will ever be strong enough to bring back 
the use of tents is very doubtful, because now that much 
wider limits havejbeen opened for the elements of War 
it will never return within its old narrow bounds, except 
occasionally for a certain time and under certain circum- 
stances, only to break out again with the overpowering 
force of its nature. Permanent Arrangements for an 
Army must, therefore, be based only upon that nature. 


CHAPTER X* 

MARCHES 

Marches are a mere passage from one position to another 
under two primary conditions. 

The first, is the due care of the troops, so that no 
forces shall be squandered uselessly when they might be 
, usefully employed ; the seoond, is precision in the move- 
ments, so that they may fit exactly. If we marched 
100,000 men in one single column, that is, upon one road 
without intervals of time, the rear of the column would 
never arrive at the proposed destination on the same 
day with the head of the column ; we must either advance 
at an ^unusmtlly slow pace, or ^he mass would, like a 
thread of water, disperse it|4f in drops ; and this dis- 
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persion, together with the excessive exertion laid upon 
those in rear owing to the length of the column, would 
soon throw everything into confusion. 

If from this extreme we take the opposite direction, 
we find that the smaller the mass of troops in one column 
the greater the ease and preci^on with which the march 
can be performed. The result of'this is the need of a 
division quite irrespective of that division of an Arniy in 
separate parts* which belongs to its position ; therefore, 
although the division into columns of march originates 
in the strategic disposition in general, it does not do so 
in every particular case. A great mass which is to. be 
concentrated at any one point must necessarily be divided 
for the march. But even if a disposition of the Army 
in'^S^arate parts causes a march in separate divisions, 
sometimes the condiKons of the primitive disposition, 
sometimes those of the march, are paramount. For 
instance, if the disposition of the troops is one made 
merely for rest, one in which a battle is not expected, 
then the conditions of the march predominate, and these 
conditions are chiefly the choice of good, welhfrequented 
roads. Keeping in view this difference, we choose a 
road in the one case on account of the quarters and 
camping ground, in the other we take the quarters and 
camps such as they are, on account of the road. When a 
battle is expected, and everything depends on our reach- 
ing a particular point with a mass of troops, then we 
should think nothing of getting to that point by even the 
worst by-roads, if necessary ; if, on the other hand, we 
are still on the journey to the theatre of War, then the 
nearest great roads are selected for the columns, and 
we look out for the best quarters and camps that can be 
got near them. 

Whether the‘ march is of the one kind the other, 
if there is even a possibility'^of a combat, it is an invari- 
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able rule in the modem Art! of War to organise the 
columns so that the mass of troops composing each 
column is fit of itself to engage in an independent combat. 
This condition is satisfied by the combination of the 
three arms, by an organised subdivision «of the whole, 
and by the appointmenlji of a competent Commander. 
Marches, therefore, Have been the chief cause of the 


new*order of battle, and they profit most by it. 

When in the middle of the eighteenth ^century, espe- 
cially in the theatre of War in which Frederick 11. was 
engaged, Generals began to look upon movement as a 
principle belonging to fighting, and to think of gaining /the 
victory by the effect of unexpected movements, the want 
o^n organised order of battle caused the most compli- 
cated ^nd laborious evolutions on a march. In 
out a movement near the enemyf^an Army ought to be 
always ready to fight ; but at that time they were never 
ready to fight unless the whole Army was collectively 
present, because nothing less than the Army constituted 
a complete whole. In a march to a flank, the second 
line, in order to be always at the regulated distance, that 
is about a mile from the first, had to march up hill and 
down dale, which demanded immense exertion, as well 
as a great stock of local knowledge ; for where can one 
find two good roads running parallel at a distance of a 
mile from each other ? The cavalry on the wings had 
to encounter the same difficulties when the march was 


direct to the front. Tbere*was further difficulty with the 
artillery, which requiied a road for itself, protected by 
infantry ; for the lines of infantry required to be con- 
tinuous lines, and the artillery increased the length of 
their already long trailing columns still more, and threw 
all their regulated distances into disorder. It is only 
necessary #ead the disposition# for mafches m Tempel- 
hofs ** History of the Seveif Years’ War,” to be satisfied 
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of all these incidents and of the restraints thus imposed 
on. the action of War. 

But since then the modern Art of War has subdivided 
Armies on a regular principle, so that each of the principal 
parts forms ki itself a complete whole, of small pro- 
portions, but capable of actiijg in battle precisely like 
the great whble, except in oije respect, which is, that the 
duration of its action must be shorter. The consequence 
of this change" is, that even when it is intended that the 
whole force should take part in a battle, it is no longer 
necessary to have the columns so close to each other 
that they may unite before the commencement of ^ the 
combat ; it is sufficient now if the concentration takes 
place in the course of the action. ^ 

smaller a body of troops the more easily, it can 
be moved, and therfeore the less it requires that sub- 
division which is not a result of the separate disposition, 
but of the unwieldiness of the mass. A small body, 
therefore, can march upon one road, and if it is to advance 
on several lines it easily finds roads near each other which 
are as good as it requires. The greater the mass the 
greater becomes the necessity for subdividing, the 
greater becomes the number of columns, and the want 
of made roads, or even great high roads, consequently 
also the distance of the columns from each other. Now 
the danger of this subdivision is — arithmetically ex- 
pressed — in an inverse ratio to the necessity for it. The 
smaller the parts are, the ujore^ readily must they be 
able to render assistance to each other ; the larger they 
are, the longer they can be left to depend on themselves. 
If we only call to mind what has been said in the pre- 
ceding book on this subject, and also consider that in 
cultivated countries at a few miles distance from the 
main road theie are a|ways other tolerably ^good roads 
running in a parallel direction, it is easy to see that, 
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in regulating a march, there are no great difficulties 
which make rapidity and preckion in the advance incom-. 
patible with the proper concentration of force. — In a 
mountainous country parallel roads are both scarce, and 
the difficulties of communicaticHi between •them great ; 
but the defensive powers ^of a single column are very 
much greater. • * 

In •order to make this idea clearer let us look at it 
for a moment in a concrete form. * 

A Division of 8000 men, with its artillery and other 
carriages, takes up, as we know by experience in ordinaiy 
case%, a space of about three miles ; if, therefore, two 
Divisions march on^e after the other on the same road, 
th^econd arrives one hour after the first ; but now, 
as said ip. the sixth chapter of the fourth book, a Divislrdh 
of this strength is quite capable of irfamtaining a combat 
for several hours, even against a superior force, and, 
therefore, supposing the worst, that is, supposing the 
first had to commence a fight instantaneously, still the 
second Division would not arrive too late to support it. 
Further, within three miles right anct left of the road on 
which we march, in the cultivated countries of central 
Europe there are, generally, lateral roads which can be 
used for a march, so that there is no necessity to go 
across country, as was so olten done in the Seven 
Years’ War. • 

Again, it is known by experience that the head of a 
column composed of fo.ur JDivisions and a reserve of 
cavalry, even on indifferent roads, generally gets over a 
march of fifteen miles in eight hours ; now, if we reckon 
for each Division three miles in depth, and the same 
for the reserve cavalry and artillery, then the whole 
march will last thirteen hours. This is no great length 
of time, and 3^t in this case fort54 thousand men would 
have marched over the same 'road. But with such a 
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mass as this we can make use of lateral roads, which 
are to be found at a greater distance, and therefore 
easily shorten the march. If the mass of troops march- 
ing on the same road is still greater than above supposed, 
then it is a (5ase in which the arrival of the whole on the 
same day is no longer indispensable, for such masses 
never give battle now ther moment they meet, usually 
not until the next day. 

We have introduced these concrete cases, not as 
exhausting considerations of this kind, but to make our- 
selves more intelligible, and by means of this glance 
at the results of experience to show^that in the present 
mode of conducting War the organisation of marches no 
longer offers such great difficulties ; that the most rapid 
marches, executed with the greatest precision, no longer 
require either that ^culiar skill or that exact knowledge 
of the country which was needed for Frederick’s rapid 
and exact marches in the Seven Years’ War. Through 
the existing organisation of Armies, they go on now 
almost of themselves, at least without any great pre- ^ 
paratory plans. In times past, battles were conducted 
by mere word of command, but marches required a 
regular plan, now the order of battle requires the latter, 
and for a march the word of command almost suffices. 

As is well known, all marches are either perpendicular 
[to the front] or parallel. The latter, also called flank 
marches, alter the geometrical position of the Divisions ; 
those parts which, in position,. were in line, will follow 
one another, and vice versd. Now, although the line of 
march may be at any angle with the front, still the order 
of the march must decidedly be of one or other of these 
classes. 

This geometrical alteration could only be completely 
carried out bV tactics:, and by it only through the file- 
march as it is called, whtch, with great masses, is im- 
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possible. Far less is it possible for Strategy to do it. 
The parts which changed their geometrical relation in 
the old order of battle were only the centre and wings ; 
in the new they are the divisions of the first rank — 
C^rps, Divisions, or even Brigades, accofding to the 
organisation of the Army. ^Now, the consequences above 
deduced from the new^ order ipf battle have Jin influence 
here also, for as it is no longer so necessary, as formerly, 
that the whole Army should be assembled l^efore action 
commences, therefore the greater care is taken that 
those troops which march together form one whole 
(a qfiit). If two Divisions were so placed that one 
formed the reserve^ to the other, and that they were 
to Mvance against the enemy upon two roads, no one 
would think of sending a portion of each Division -oy 
each of the roads, but a road would^at once be assigned 
to each Division ; they would therefore march side by 
side, and each General of Division would be left to pro- 
vide a reserve for himself in case of a combat. Unity 
of command is much more important than the original 
geometrical relation ; if the Divisions reach their new 
position without a combat, they can resume their previous 
relations. Much less if two Divisions, standing together, 
are to make a parallel (flank) march upon two roads 
should we think of placing the second line or reserve 
of each Division on the rear road ;♦ instead of that, we 
should allot to each of the Divisions one of the roads, 
and therefore during the njarch consider one Division 
as forming the reserve to the other. If an Army in four 
Divisions, of which three form the front line and the 
fourth the reserve, is to march against the enemy in that 
order, then it is natural to assign a road to each of the 
Divisions in front, and cause the reserve to foUow the 
centre. If are not three roada at a suitable distance 

apart then need not hesitate at once to march upon 

VOL. II. E 
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two roads, as no serious inconvenience can arise from 
so> doing. 

It is the same in the opposite case, the flank march. 

Another point is the march off of columns from the 
light flank o» left. In f)arallel marches (marches to a 
flank) the thing is plain in itself. No one would march 
off from the* right to make g movAnent to the left flank. 
I? a march to the front or rear, the order of march 
should propefly be chosen according to the direction of 
the lines of roads in respect to the future line of deploy- 
ment. This may also be done frequently in tactics, as 
its spaces are smaller, and therefore a survey of^ the 
geometrical relations can be more easily taken. In 
Strategy it is quite impossible, and therefore alth6agh 
w? have seen here and there a certain analogy brought 
over into Strategy from tactics, it was mere pedantry. 
Formerly the whole order of march was a purely tactical 
affair, because the Army on a march remained always an 
indivisible whole, and looked to nothing but a combat 
of the whole ; yet nevertheless Schwerin, for example, 
when he marched off from his position near Brandeis, 
on the 5th of May, could not tell whether his future field 
of battle would be on his right or left, and on this account 
he was obliged to make his famous countermarch. 

If an Army in the old order of battle advanced against 
the enemy in four columns, the cavalry in the first and 
second lines on each wing formed the two exterior columns, 
the two lines of infantry qomposing the wings formed 
the two central columns. Now these columns could 
march off all from the right or aU from the left, or the 
right wing from the right, the left wing from the left, 
or the left from the right, and the right from the left. 
In the latter case it would have been called “double 
column from 4:he cent^re.” But all these although 

they ought to have had relation directly \o the future 
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d^oyment, were really all quite indifferent in that 
respect. When Frederick the Great entered on tlae 
battle of Leuthen, his Army had been marched off by 
wings from the right in four columns, therefore the 
wonderful transition to a march off order of battle, 
as described by all writei^ of history, was done with 
the greatest ease, because i^ happened that th^King 
chosen to attack the left wing of the Austrians ; had he 
wanted to turn their right, he must have countermarched 
his Army, as he did at Prague (1757). 

If these forms did not meet that object in those days, 
they^ would be mere trifling as regards it now. We know 
now just as little as formerly the situation of the future 
battlefield in reference to the road we take ; and the 
little loss of time occasioned by marching off in inverted 
order is now infinitely less impoi'lant than formerly. 
The new order of battle has further a beneficial influence 
in this respect, that it is now immaterial which Division 
arrives first or which Brigade is brought under fire first. 

Under these circumstances the march off from the 
right or left is of no consequence now ' except that when it 
is done alternately it tends to equalise the fatigue which 
the troops undergo. This, which is the only object, is 
certainly an important one for retaining both modes of 
marching off with large bodies. 

The advance from the centre as a definite evolution 
naturally comes to an end on account of what has just 
been stated, and can only take place accidentally. An 
advance from the centre by one and the same column in 
strategy is, in point of fact, nonsense, for it supposes a 
double road. 

The order of march belongs, moreover, more to the 
province of tactics than to that of Strategy, for it is 
the division qf a whole into parts, v^hich, after the march, 

t’ 

• Leuthen, sth'Dec. 1757. 
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are once more to resume the state of a whole. As, 
however, in modem Warfare the formal connection of 
the parts is not required to be kept up constantly during 
a march, but on the contrary, the parts during the march 
may become* further s^a rated, and therefore be left 
more to their own resources, therefore it is much easier 
now for independent combats to* happen in which the 
parts have to sustain themselves, and which, therefore 
must be reclfoned as complete combats in themselves, 
and on that account we have thought it necessary to 
say so much on the subject. 

Further, an order of battle in three parts in juxta- 
position being, as we have seen in tlie second * chapter 
of this book, the most natural where no special object 
predominates, from that results also that the order of 
march in three coluikns is the most natural. 

It only remains to observe that the notion of a column 
in Strategy does not found itself mainly on the line of 
march of one body of troops. The term is used in 
Strategy to designate masses of troops marching on the 4 
same road on diffetent days as well. For the division 
into columns is made chiefly to shorten and facilitate 
the march, as a small number marches quicker and . 
more conveniently than large bodies. But this end may 
be attained by marching troops on different days, as well 
as by marching them. on different roads. 


CHAPTER XI 
MARCHES {Contmued) 

Respecting the length of a march and the time it 
requires, it is natural for us to depend on the general 
results of experience. , 

• Fifth Chap. ?— Tr. 
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For onr modem Armies it has long been settled that 
a march of fifteen miles shouM be the usual day’s wotk 
which, on long distances, may be set down as an average 
distance of ten miles per day, allowing for the necessary 
rest days, to make such repairs of all kinds as may be 
required. ♦ 

Such a march in a level country, and on tolerable roads, 
will ^occupy a Division of 8000 men from eight to ten 
hours ; m a hilly country from ten to twelve hours. If 
several Divisions are united in one column, the march 
will occupy a couple of hours longer, without taking into 
account the inte^^^ls which must elapse between the 
departure of the first and succeeding Divisions. 

We see, therefore, that the day is pretty well occupied 
with such a march ; that the fatigu^ endured by a soldier 
loaded with his pack for ten or twelve hours is not to 
be judged by that of an ordinary journey of fifteen miles 
on foot which a person, on tolerable roads, might easily 
get over in five hours. 

The longest marches to be found in exceptional in- 
stances are of twenty-five, or at mosL thirty miles a day ; 
for a continuance twenty. 

A march of twenty-five miles requires a halt for several 
hours ; and a Division of 8000 men will not do it, even 
on a good road, in less than sixteen hours. If the march 
is one of thirty miles, and there aie several Divisions in 
the column, we may reckon upon at least twenty hours. 

We mean here the march of a number of whole Divisions 
at once, from one camp to another, for that is the usual 
form of marches made on a theatre of War, When 
several Divisions are to march in one column, the first 
Division to move is assembled and marched off earlier 
than the rest, and therefore arrives at its camping ground 
so much tl|^ \ 50 oner. At the sanie time this difference 
can still neyer amount to the whole time, which corre- 
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Spends to the depth of a Division on the line of march, 
and which is so well expressed in French, as the time it 
requires for its d^coulement (running down). The soldier 
is, therefore, saved very little fatigue in this way, and 
every march* is very nfuch lengthened in duration in 
proportion as the number of tit)ops to be moved increases. 
To assemble and march oS the different Brigades of a 
Division, in like manner at different times, is seldom 
practicable, and for that reason we have taken the 
Division itself as the unit. 

In long distances, when troops march from one canton- 
ment into another, and go over the rpad in small bodies, 
and without points of assembly, the distance they go 
over daily may certainly be increased, and in point of 
fact it IS so, from ^he necessary detours m getting to 
quarters. 

But those marches, on which troops have to assemble 
daily m Divisions, or perhaps in Corps, and have an 
additional move to get into quarters, take up the most^ 
time, and are only advisable in lich countries, and where^ 
the masses of troops are not too large, as in such cases 
the greater facility of subsistence and the advantage 
of the shelter which the troops obtain compensate 
sufficiently for the fatigue of a longer march . The Prussian 
Army undoubtedly pursued a wrong system in their 
retreat in 1806 in taking up quarters for the troops every 
night on account of subsistence. They could have 
procured subsistence in bivouacs, and the Army would 
not have been obliged to spend fourteen days in getting 
over 250 miles of ground, which, after all, they only 
accomplished by extreme efforts. 

If a bad road or a hilly country has to be marched 
over, all these calculations as to time and distance undergo 
such modificalions that it is difficult to*^s|imate, with 
any certainty, in any particular case, the ti^e required 
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for a march ; much less, then, can any general theory 
be established. All that theory can do is to direct 
attention to the liabilit}^ to error with which we are here 
beset. To avoid it the most careful calculation is 
necessary, and a large margin lor unforeseen delays. 
The influence of weather and condition of the troops also 
come into consideratibn. 

Sftice the doing away with ^ents and the introduction 
of the system of subsisting troops by compulsory demands 
for provisions on the spot, the baggage of an Army has 
been very sensibl}/ diminished, and as a natural and 
most important coj;isequence we look first for an accelera- 
tion in the movements of an Army, and, therefore, of 
course, an increase in the length of the day’s march. 
This, -however, is only realised under certain circum- 
stances. ^ 

Marches within the theatre of War have been very 
little accelerated by this means, for it is well known that 
for many years whenever the obiect required marches 
of unusual length it has always been the practice to 
leave the baggage behind or send ic on beforehand, and, 
generally, to keep it separate from the troops during the 
continuance of such movements, and it had in general 
no influence on the movement, because as soon as it 
was out of the way, and ceased to be a direct impedi- 
ment, no further trouble was taken about it, whatever 
damage it might suffer. Marches, therefore, took place 
in the Seven Years’ War, which even now cannot be 
surpassed ; as an instance we cite Lascy’s march in 
1760, when he had to support the diversion of the 
Russians on Berlin, on that occasion he got over the road 
from Schweidnitz to Berlin through Lusatia, a distance 
of 225 miles, in ten days, averaging, therefore, twenty-two 
miles a d^^t which, for a Corpr of i5,dt)o, would be an 
extraordihary march even iu these days. 
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On the other hand, through the new method of supply- 
ing troops the movements of Armies have acquired a 
new retarding principle. If troops have partly to procure 
supplies for themselves, which often happens, then they 
require more time for the service of supply than would 
be necessary merely to receive rations from provision 
\vaggons. Bfesides this, on iparche^ of considerable dura- 
tion troops cannot be encamped in such large numbers 
at any one point ; the Divisions must be separated from 
one another, in order the more easily to .manage for 
them. Lastly, it almost always happens that it is 
necessary to place part of the Armj^, particularly j^he 
cavalry, in quarters. All this occasions on the whole a 
sensible delay. We find, therefore, that Buonaparte in 
pursuit of the Prussians in 1806, with a view to cut off 
their retreat, and Bliicher in 1815, in pursuit of the 
French, with a like object, only accomplished 150 miles 
in ten days, a rate which Frederick the Great was able 
to attain in his marches from Saxony to Silesia and back, 
notwithstanding all the train that he had to carry 
with him. ‘ 


At the same time the mobility and liandiness, if we 
may use such an expression, of the parts of an Army, both 
great and small, on the theatre of War have very per- 
ceptibly gained by the diminution of baggage. Partly, 
inasmuch as while thejiumber of cavalry and guns is the 
same, there are fewer horses, and theiefore, there is less 
forage required ; partly, inasjnuch as we are no longer 
so much tied to any one position, because we have not 
to be for ever looking after a long train of baggage 
dragging behind us. 

Marches such as that, which, after raising the siege 
of Olmiitz, 1758, Frederick the Great made with 4000 
carriages, the escort of,, which employed h^f his Army 
broken up into single battalions and compaWes, could 
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not be effedted now in presence of even the most timid 
adversary. » 

On long marches, as from the Tagus to the Niemen, 
that lightening of the Army is more sensibly felt, for 
although the usual measure of the day’s nIUrch remains 
the same on account of tl^ carriages still retained, yet 
in cases of great urgency, we can exceed’ that usual 
TOeasflxe at a less sacrifice. 

Generally the diminution of baggage tends more to a 
saving of power than to the acceleration of movement. 


CHAPTER XII 
MARCHES {Conhn^ed^ 

We have now to consider the destructive influence which 
marches exercise upon an Army. It is so great that it 
may be regarded as an active principle of destruction, 
just as much as the combat. 

One single moderate march does not wear down the 
instrument, but a succession of even moderate marches 
is certain to tell upon it, and a succession of severe ones 
will, of course, do so much sooner. 

At the actual scene of War, want of food and shelter, 
bad, broken-up, roads, and the necessity of being m a 
perpetual state of readiness for battle, are causes of an 
excessive strain upon our means, by which men, cattle, 
carriages of every description as well as clothing are 
rumed. 

It is commonly said that a long rest does not suit 
the physical health of an Army ; that at such a time 
there is more sickness than during moderate activity. 
No doubt sicJ^pess will and does occur if soldiers are 
packed too close in confined ' quarters ; but the same 
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thing would occur in quarters taken up on the march, 
and the want of air and exercise can never be the cause 
of such sicknesses, as it is so easy to give the soldier both 
by means of his exercises. 

Only think for a mcJment, when the organism of a 
human being is in a disordered and fainting state, what 
a difference*^ it must makctto him whether he falls sick 
ip a house or is seized in the middle of a high roid, up 
to his knees in mud, under torrents of rain, and loaded 
with a knapsack on his back ; even if he is in a camp he 
can soon be sent to the next village, and will not be 
entirely without medical assistance;^ whilst on a march 
he must be for hours without any assistance, and then 
be made to drag himself along for miles as a straggler. 
How many trifling illnesses by that means -become 
serious, how many serious ones become mortal. Let 
us consider how an ordinary march m the dust, and 
under the burning rays of a summer sun may produce 
the most excessive heat, in which state, suffering froim 
intolerable thirst, the soldier then rushes to the first 
puddle of water, to bring back for himself sickness and 
death. 

It IS not our object by these reflections to recommend 
less activity in War ; the instrument is there for use, and 
if the use wears away the instrument that is only in the 
natural order of things ; we only wish to see everything 
put in its right place, and to oppose that theoretical 
bombast according to which the most astonishmg sur- 
prises the most rapid movements, the most incessant 
activity cost nothing, and are painted as rich mines 
which the indolence of the General leaves unworked. 
It is very much the same with these mines as with those 
from which gold and silver are obtained ; nothing is seen 
but the produce, andcio one asks about tfie value of the 
work which has brought ttiis produce to 
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On long marches outside a theatre of War, the con- 
ditions under which the march* is made are no doubt 
usually easier, and the daily losses smaller, but on that 
account men with the slightest sickness are generally 
lost to the army for some time, as it iS difficult for 
convalescents to overtake am Army constantly advancing. 

Amongst the cavalry the ^number of lame horses and 
hors^b with sore backs rises in an increasing ratio, aijd 
amongst the carriages many break down or require 
repair. It never fails, therefore, that at the end of a 
march of 500 miles or more, an Army arnves much 
weakened, particularly as regards its cavalry and train. 

If such marches are necessary on the theatre of War, 
that is under the eyes of the enemy, then that dis- 
advantage IS added to the other, an^ from the two com- 
bined the losses with large masses of troops, and under 
conditions otherwise unfavourable may amount to some- 
thing incredible. 

Only a couple of examples in order to illustrate our 
ideas. 

When Buonaparte crossed the Nfemen on 24th June 
1812, the enormous centre of his Army with which he 
subsequently marched against Moscow numbered 301,000 
men. At Smolensk, on the 15th August, he detached 
I3»500, leaving, it is to be supposed, 287,500. The 
actual state of his army however at that date was only 
182,000; he had therefore lost 105,000.* Bearing in 
mind that up to that time ot ily two engagements to speak 
of had taken place, one between Davoust and Bagration, 
the other between Murat and Tolstoy-Osterman, we may 
put down the losses of the French Army in action at 
10,000 men at most, and therefore the losses in sick and 
stragglers within fifty-two days on a march of about 

* All these -fibres are taken fjom Chambray. Compare vol. vii., 
2nd edition, §/&o, ff. ^ 
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350 miles direct to his front, amoimted to 95,000, that 
is*a third part of the whole force. 

Three weeks later, at the time of the battle of Borodino, 
the loss amounted to 144,000 (including the casualties 
in the battle),' and eight days after that again, at Moscow, 
the number was 198,000. The losses of this Armv in 
general were at the commencement of the campaign at 
the rate of riv daily, subsequently they rose to and 
in the last period they increased to A of the original 
strength. 

The movement of Napoleon from the passage of the 
Niemen up to Moscow certainly m^y be called a per- 
sistent one ; still, we must not forget that it lasted 
eighty-two days, in which time he only accomplished 
600 miles, and that the French Army upon two occasions 
made regular hafts, once at Wilna for about fourteen 
days, and the other time at Witebsk for about eleven 
days, during which periods many stragglers had time 
to rejoin. This fourteen weeks’ advance was not made^ 
at the worst season of the year, nor over the worst of 
roads, for it was summer, and the rbads along which 
they marched were mostly sand. It was the immense 
mass of troops collected on one road, the want of sufficient 
subsistence, and an enemy who was on the retreat, but 
by no means in flight, which were the adverse conditions. 

Of the retreat of o the French from Moscow to the 
Niemen, we shall say nothing, but this we may mention, 
that the Russian Army following them left Kaluga 
120,000 strong, and reached Wilna with 30,000. Every 
one knows how few men were lost in actual combats 
during that period. 

One more example from Bliicher’s campaign of 1813 
in Silesia and Saxony, a campaign very remarkable not 
for any long march bnt for the amount marching to 
and fro. York’s corps of Bliicher’s armyVbegan this 
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campaign i6th August about 40,000 strong, and was 
reduced to 12,000 at the battle of Leipsic, 19th October. 
The principal combats which this corps fought at Gold- 
berg, Lowenberg, on the Katzbach, at Wartenburg, and 
Mockem (Leipsic) cost it on tte authority of the best 
writers, 12,000 men. According to that their losses 
from other causes in ‘eight ^cfcks amounted to 16,000, 
or t\wo-fifths of the whole. 

We must, therefore, make up our minds fo great wear 
and tear of our own forces, if we are to carry on a War 
rich in movements, we must arrange the rest of our 
pla^^ accordingly, ^d above all things the reinforce- 
ments which are to follow. 


CHAPTER XIII 
CANTONMENTS 

In the modem system of War cantonments have become 
again indispensable, because neither *ents nor a complete 
military train make an Army independent of them. 
Huts and open-air camps (bivouacs as they are called), 
however far such arrangements may be carried, can still 
never become the usual way of locating troops without 
sickness gaining the upper han^, and prematurely 
exhausting their strength, sooner or later, according to 
the state of the weather or climate. The campaign in 
Russia in 1812 is one of the few in which, in a very severe 
climate, the troops, during the six months that it lasted, 
hardly ever lay in cantonments. But what was the 
consequence of this extreme effort, which should be 
called an extravagance, if that term was not much more 
applicable to Ibe political conception of the*' enterprise ! 

Two thin^ "interfere with the occupation of canton- 
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ments — the proximity of the enemy, and the rapidity 
oi movement. For these reasons they are quitted as 
soon as the decision approaches, and cannot be again 
taken up until the decision is over. 

In modem AVars, that® is, in all campaigns during the 
last twenty-five years which occur to us at this moment, 
the military 'element has ac^ed with full energy. Nearly 
all that was possible has generally been done in thditi, as 
far as regards activity and the utmost effort of force ; 
but all these campaigns have been of short duration, 
they have seldom exceeded half a year ; in most of them 
a few months sufficed to bring matters to a crisis, that 
is, to a point where the vanquished enemy saw himself 
compelled to sue for an armistice or at once for peace, 
or to a point where, on the conqueror’s part, the impetus 
of victory had exhausted itself. During this period of 
extreme effort there could be little question of canton- 
ments, for even in the victorious march of the pursuer, 
if there was no longer any danger, the rapidity of move-^ 
ment made that kind of relief impossible. 

But when from atiy cause the course of events is less 
impetuous, when a more even oscillation and balancing 
of forces takes place, then the housing of troops mtist 
again become a foremost subject for attention. This 
want has some influence even on the conduct of War 
itself, partly in this^way, that we seek to gain more 
time and security by a stronger system of outposts, by a 
more considerable advance gu^ird thrown further forward ; 
and partly in this way, that our measures are governed 
more by the richness and fertility of the country than by 
the tactical advantages which the ground affords in the 
geometrical relations of lines and points. A commercial 
town of twenty or thirty thousand inhabitants, a road 
thickly studded with ferge villages or flourishing towns 
give such facilities for tht assembling in <|pe position 
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large bodies of troops, and this concentration gives such 
a freedom and such a latitude for movement as fully 
compensate for the advantages which the better situa- 
tion of some point may otherwise present. 

On the form to be followed in arranging^ cantonments 
we have only a few observations to make, as this subject 
belongs for the most part to l^ctics 

Th# housing of troops comes under two heads, inas- 
much as it can either be the main point or only a secondary 
consideration. If the disposition of the troops in the 
course of a campaign is regulated by grounds purely 
tac^jcal and strategical, and if, as is done more especially 
with cavalry, they are directed for their comfort to 
occupy the quarters available in the vicinity of the point 
of concentration of the Army, then the quarters are 
subordinate considerations and substitutes for camps ; 
they must, therefore, be chosen within such a radius that 
the troops can reach the point of assembly in good time. 
But if an Army takes up quarters to rest and refresh, 
then the housing of the troops is the main point, and 
other measures, consequently also the selection of the 
particular point of assembly, will be influenced by that 
object. 

The first question for examination here is as to the 
general form of the cantonments as a whole. The usual 
form is that of a very long oval, a^mere widening as it 
were of the tactical order of battle. The point of assembly 
for the Army is in front, the Headquarters in rear. Now 
these three arrangements are, in point of fact, adverse, 
indeed almost opposed, to the safe assembly of the Army 
on the approach of the enemy. 

The more the cantonments form a square, or rather a 
circle, the quicker the troops cafi concentrate at one 
point, that is ^ the centre. The , further ^ the place of 
assembly isi placed in rear, the longer the enemy will 
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be in reaching it, and, therefore, the more time is left us 
to assemble. A point of assembly in rear of the canton- 
ments can never be in danger. And, on the other hand, 
the farther the Headquarters are in advance, so much 
the sooner reports arrive, therefore so much the better 
is the Commander informed of everything. At the same 
time, the fi'rst named arr^ngemehts are not devoid of 
points which deserve some attention. ^ 

By the extension of cantonments in width, we have 
in view the protection of the country which would other- 
wise be laid under contributions by the enemy. But 
this motive is neither thoroughly sqund, nor is it yery 
important. It is only sound as far as regards the country 
on the extremity of the wings, but does not apply at all 
to intermediate spaces existing between separate groups 
of the Army, if fne quarters of those groups are drawn 
closer round their point of assembly, for no enemy will 
then venture into those intervals of space. And it is 
not very important, because there are simpler means of 
shielding the districts in our vicinity from the enemy’s 
requisitions than scattering the Army itself. 

The placing of the point of assembly in front is with a 
view to covering the quarters, for the following reasons : — ^ 
In the first place, a body of troops, suddenly called to 
arms, always leaves behind it in cantonments a tail of 
stragglers — sick, baggage, provisions, &c., &c. — which may 
easily fall into the enemy’s hands if the point of assembly 
is placed in rear. In the second place, we have to appre- 
hend that if the enemy with some bodies of cavalry 
passes by the advance guard, or if it is defeated in 
any way, he may fall upon scattered regiments or 
battalions. If he encounters a force drawn up in good 
order, although it is weak, and in the end must be 
overpowered, ‘still he ^is brought to a step, and in that 
way time is gained. < n 
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As respects the position of ? the Headquarters, it is 
generally supposed that it cannot be made too secu^’e. ® 

According to these different considerations, we may 
conclude that the best arrangement for districts of 
cantonments is where they take an oblong fofm, approach- 
ing the square or circle, have the point of assembly in 
the centre, and the headquarters placed on the front 
line, Well protected by considerable masses of troops. 

What we have said as to covering of the wings in 
treating of the disposition of the Army in general, applies 
here also ; therefore bodies detached from the main 
body, right and left,^lthough intended to fight in conjunc- 
tion with the rest, will have particular points of assembly 
of their own in the same line with the mam body. 

Now, if we reflect that the natur^, of a country, on 
the one hand, by favourable features in the ground 
determines the most natural point of assembly, and on 
the other hand, by the positions of towns and villages 
determines the most suitable situation for cantonments, 
then we must perceive how very rarely any geometrical 
form can be decisive m our present subject. But yet it 
was necessary to direct attention to it, because, like all 
general laws, it affects the generality of cases m a greater 
or less degree. 

What now remains to be said as to an advantageous 
position for cantonments is that they should be taken 
up behind some natural obstacle of ground affording 
cover, whilst the sides next the enemy can be watched 
by small but numerous detached parties ; or they may 
be taken up behind fortresses, which, when circum- 
stances prevent any estimate being formed of the strength 
of their garrisons, impose upon the enemy a greater 
feeling of respect and caution. 

We reserve Jhe subject of winter quarters, covered 

by defensive;, vorks, for a separate article. 
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The quarters taken up by troops on a march differ 
from “ standing ” cantonments in this way, that, in 
order to save the troops from unnecessary marching, 
cantonments on a march are taken up as much as possible 
along the lirlfes of maroh, and not at any considerable 
distance on either side of thece roads ; if their extension 
in this sense does not excped a s‘hort day’s march, the 
^arrangement is not at all unfavourable to the quick con- 
centration of the Army. 

In all cases in presence of the enemy, according to the 
technical phrase in use, that is in all cases where there 
is no considerable interval between <uthe advance guards 
of the two Armies respectively, the extent of the canton- 
ments and the time required to assemble the Army 
determine the strength and position of the advance guard 
and outposts ; but when these must be suited to the 
enemy and circumstances, then, on the contrary, the 
extent of the cantonments must depend on the time 
which we can count upon gaining from the resistance of 
the advance guard. 

In the third * chapter of this book, we have stated 
how this resistance, in the case of an advanced body, 
may be estimated. From the time of that resistancf6 
we must deduct the time required for transmission of 
reports and getting the men under arms, and the re- 
mainder only is the time available for assembling at 
the point of concentration. 

We shall conclude here aiso by establishing our ideas , 
in the form of a result, such as is usual under ordinary 
circumstances. If the distance at which the advance 
guard IS detached is the same as the radius of the canton- 
ments, and the point of assembly is fixed in the centre 
of the cantonments, the time which is gained by checking 
the enemy’s '"advancet- would be availably for the trans- 
♦ Eighth Chap. ? — Tr. 
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mission of intelligence and getting under arms, and 
would in most cases be sufficient, even although the 
communication is not made by means of signals, cannon- 
shots, &c., but simply by relays of orderlies, the only 
really certain method. • * 

With an advance guard flushed forward fifteen miles 
in front, our cantonments migjit therefore cover a space 
of 1 square miles. In a moderately-peopled country, 
there would be 10,000 houses in this space, which for an 
Army of 50,000, after deducting the advance guard, 
would be four men to a billet, therefore very comfortable 
quarters ; and for Army of twice the strength nine 
men to a billet, therefore still not very close quarters. 
On the other hand, if the advance guard is only five miles 
in front, we could only occupy a spacg,^f twenty square 
miles ; for although the time gained does not diminish 
exactly in proportion as the distance of the advance 
guard diminishes, and even with a distance of five miles 
we may still calculate on a gain of six hours, yet the 
necessity for caution increases when the enemy is so 
close. But m such a space an army of 50,000 men could 
only find partial accommodation, even in a very thickly 
populated country. 

From all this we see what an important part is played 
here by great or at least considerable towns, which afford 
convenience for sheltering 10,000 or even 20,000 men 
almost at one point. 

From this result it follows tliat, if we are not very close 
to the enemy, and have a suitable advance guard we 
might remain in cantonments, even if the enemy is 
concentrated, as Frederick the Great at Breslau in the 
beginning of the year 1762, and Buonaparte at Witebsk 
in 1812. But although by preserving a nght distance 
and by suitable, arrangements we have no reason to 
fear not bein^ able to assemble in time, even opposite 
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an enemy who is concentrated, yet we must not forget 
that an Army engaged in assembling itself in all haste 
can do nothing else in that time ; that it is therefore, 
for a time at least, not in a condition to avail itself in an 
instant of fortuitous opportunities, which deprives it 
of the greater part of its teally efficient power. The 
consequence of this is, th%t an Army should only break 
itself up copipletely in cantonments under some 'one or 
other of the three following cases : 

1. If the enemy does the same. 

2. If the condition of the troops makes it unavoidable. 

3. If the more immediate obje(|t with the Aimy is 
completely limited to the maintenance of a strong 
position, and therefore the only point of importance 
is concentrating.> 4 he troops at that point in good 
time. 

The campaign of 1815 gives a very remarkable example 
of the assembly of an Army from cantonments. General 
Ziethen, with Bliicher’s advance guard, 30,000 men, was^ 
posted at Charleroi, only ten miles from Sombreff, the 
place appointed for the assembly of the Army. The 
farthest cantonments of the Army were about forty miles 
from Sombreff, that is, on the one side beyond Ciney, 
and on the other near Liege. Notwithstanding this, the 
troops cantoned about Ciney were assembled at Ligny 
several hours before the battle began, and those near 
Li^ge (Bulow’s Corps) would have been also, had it not 
been for accident and fauky arrangements in the com- 
munication of orders and intelligence. 

Unquestionably, proper care for the security of the 
Prussian Army was not taken ; but in explanation we 
must say that the arrangements were made at a time when 
the French Army was still dispersed over widely extended 
cantonments, and tiiat the real fault ^consisted in not 
altering them the moment the first new^.was received 
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that the enemy’s troops were in movement, and that 
Buonaparte had joined his Army. 

Still it remains noteworthy that the Pnissian Army was 
able in any way to concentrate at Scmbreff before the 
attack of the enemy. Certainly, bn the nig^t of the 14th, 
that is, twelve hours before 2iethen was actuary attacked, 
Blucher received information of the advance of the enemy, 
and began to assemble his Army ; but on the 15th at nine 
in the morning, Ziethen was already hotly engaged, and 
it was not until the same moment that General Thielman 
at Ciney first received orders to march to Namur. He 
had ’therefore then tb assemble his troops, and to march 
six and a half miles to Sombreff, which he did in twenty- 
four hours. General Bulow would also have been able 
to arrive about the same time, if thc«i»rder had reached 
him as it should have done. 

But Buonaparte did not resolve to make his attack 
on Ligny until two in the afternoon of the i6th. The 
apprehension of having Wellington on the one side of 
him, and Blucher on the other, in other words, the dis- 
proportion in the relative forces, contributed to this slow- 
ness ; still we see how the mosf resolute Commander may 
be detained by the cautious feeling of the way which is 
always unavoidable m cases which are to a certain degree 
complicated. 

Some ol the considerations here raised are plainly more 
tactical than strategic m their nature ; but we have pre- 
ferred rather to encroach a little than to run the risk of 
not being sufficiently explicit. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
SUBSISTENCE 

This subject has acquired mucb greater importance in 
modem Warfare from two causes in particular. First, 
because tha Armies in general are now much greater than 
those of the middle ages, and even those of the old world ; 
for, although formerly Armies did appear here and there 
which equalled or even surpassed modern ones in size, 
still these were only rare and transiAt occurrences. Whilst 
in modern military history, since the time of Louis XIV., 
Armies have always been very strong in number. But 
the second causfds still more important, and belongs 
entirely to modem times. It is the very much closer 
inner connection which our Wars have in themselves, 
the constant state of readiness for battle of the belli- 
gerents engaged in carrying them on. Almost all old( 
Wars consist of single unconnected enterprises, which 
are separated from each other by inten^als during which 
the War in reahty either completely ceased, and oqly 
still existed in a political sense, or when the Armies at 
least had removed so far from each other that each, 
without any care about the Army opposite, only occupied 
itself with its own wants. 

Modem Wars, that is, the Wars which have taken 
place since the Peace of Westphalia, have, through the 
efforts of respective Governments, taken a more systematic 
connected form ; the mihtary object, in general, pre- 
dominates everywhere, and demands also that arrange- 
ments for subsistence shall be on an adequate scale. 
Certainly there were long periods of inaction in the Wars 
of the seventeenth * and eighteenth cfcnturies, almost 
amounting to a cessation* of War ; these aVe the regular 
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periods passed in cantonments ; still even those periods 
were subordinate to the military object ; they were 
caused by the inclemency of the season, not by any neces- 
sity arising out of the subsistence of the troops, and as 
they regularly terminated with the rctuiti of summer, 
therefore we may say at a£l events uninterrupted action 
was the rule of War during the fine season of the year. 

As^he transition from one situation or method of action 
to another always takes place gradually so it was in the 
case before us. In the Wars against Louis XIV. the 
Allies used still to send their troops into winter canton- 
ments in distant pnovinces in order to subsist them the 
more easily ; in the Silesian War that was no longer 
done. 

This systematic and connected fgj^ of carrying on 
War only became possible when States took regular troops 
into their service in place of the feudal levies. The 
obligation of the feudal law was then commuted into a 
fine or contribution : personal service other came to an 
end, enlistment being substituted, or it was only con- 
tinued amongst the lowest classes, as ihe nobility regarded 
the furnishing a quota of men (as is still done in Russia 
and Hungary) as a kind of tribute, a tax in men. In 
every case, as we have elsewhere observed, Armies be- 
came henceforward an instrument of the Cabinet, theii 
principal basis being the Treasury or the revenue of the 
Government. 

The same kind of thing '»'’^hich took place in the mode 
of raising and keeping up an establishment of troops 
could not but follow in the mode of subsisting them. 
The privileged classes having been released from the 
first of these services on payment of a contribution in 
money, the expense of the latter could not be again 
imposed on tp^em quite so easily. The Cabinet and the 
Treasury h^d therefore to provide for the subsistence of 
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the Army, and could not allow it to be maintained in ite"" 
own coimtry at the expense of the people. Administra- 
tions were therefore obliged to look upon the subsistence 
of the Army as an affair for which they were specially 
responsible. d?he subsistence thus became more difficult 
in two ways : first, because it was an affair belonging to 
Government^ and next, because the forces required to be 
permanently embodied to confront those kept up in ‘other 
States. * 

Thus arose a separate military class in the population, 
with an independent organisation provided for its sub- 
sistence, and carried out to the utmost possible per- 
fection. 

Not only were stores of provisions collected, either by 
purchase or by dehveries in kind from the landed estates 
(Dommial-lieferungen), consequently from distant points, 
and lodged in magazines, but they were also forwarded 
from these by means of special waggons, baked near the 
quarters of the troops in ovens temporarily established,* ^ 
and from thence again carried away at last by the troops, 
by means of another system of transport attached to the 
Army itself. We take a glance at this system not merely 
from its being characteristic of the military arrangement 
of the period, but also because it is a system which can 
never be entirely done away ; some parts of it must con- 
tinually reappear. 

Thus military organisation strove perpetually towards 
becoming more independent gf people and country. 

The consequence was that in this manner War became 
certainly a more systematic and more regular affair, and 
more subordinated to the military, that is the political 
object ; but it was at the same time also much straitened 
and impeded in its movement, and infinitely weakened 
in energy. For now a/i Army was tied to^ Hs magazines, 
limited to the working pgwers of its transport service. 
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%nd it naturally followed that the tendency of everything 
was to economise the subsistence of the troops. The 
soldier fed on a wretched pittance of bread, moved about 
like a shadow, and no prospect of a change for thAetter 
comforted him under his privati6ns. * 

Whoever treats this mi^rable way of feeding soldiers 
as ^matter of no moment, and points to what Frederick 
the (Treat did with soldiers subsisted in this manner, onl)^*^ 
takes a partial view of the matter. The power of enduring 
privations is one of the finest virtues in a soldier, and 
without it no Army is animated with the true military 
spirit ; but such privation must be of a temporary kind, 
conditioned by the force of circumstances, and not the 
consequence of a wretchedly bad system, or of a parsi- 
monious abstract calculation of the «sjuallest ration that 
a man can exist upon. When such is the case the powers 
of the men individually will always deteriorate physically 
and morally. What Frederick the Great managed to do 
with his soldiers cannot be taken as a standard for us, 
partly because he was opposed to those who pursued a 
similar system, partly because we do not know how much 
more he might have effected if he had been able to let 
his troops live as Buonaparte allowed his to do whenever 
circumstances permitted. 

The feeding of horses by an artificial system of supply 
is, however, an experiment which hjis not been tried, be- 
cause forage is much more difficult to provide on account 
of its bulk. A ration for a horse weighs about ten times 
as much as one for a man, and the number of horses 
with an Army is more than one-tenth the number of men, 
at present it is one-fourth to one-third, and formerly it 
was one-third to one-half, therefore the weight of the 
forage required is three, four, or five times as much as 
that of the sojfiier’s rations requiicd for the same period 
of time ; oh this account th^' shortest and most direct 
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means were taken to meet the wants of an Army in thi^ 
respect, that is by foraging expeditions. Now these ex- 
peditions occasioned great inconvenience in the conduct of 
War in other wa}^, first by making it a principal object 
to keep the War in the ‘enemy’s country ; and next be- 
cause they made it impossible? to remain very long in one 
part of the country. Howeyer, at the time of the Silesian 
' War, foraging expeditions were much less frequent^ they 
were found to occasion a much greater drain upon the 
country, and much greater waste than if the requirements 
were satisfied by means of requisitions and imposts. 

When the French Revolution suddenly brought again 
upon the War stage a National Army, the means which 
Governments could command were found insufficient, and 
the whole system^f War, which had its origin in the 
limited extent of these means, and found again its 
security in this limitation, fell to pieces, and of course 
in the downfall of the whole was included that of the 
branch of which we are now speaking, the system of 
subsistence. Without troubling themselves about maga-^ 
zines, and still less about such an organisation as the 
artificial clockwork of which we have spoken, by which 
the different divisions of the transport service went rouij^ 
like a wheel, the leading spirits of the Revolution sent 
their soldiers into the field, forced their Generals to fight, 
subsisted, reinforced Jtheir Armies, and kept alive the War 
by a system of exaction, and of helping themselves to all 
they required by robbery and plunder. 

Between these two extremes the War under Buonaparte, 
and against him, preserved a sort of medium, that is to 
say, it made use of such means as suited it best amongst 
all that were available ; and so it will be also in future. 

The modem method of subsisting troops, that is, seizing 
every thing which is t® be found in the c{»untry without 
regard to meum et tuum rsfay be carried oui^in four dif- 
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ferent ways : that is, subsisting on the inhabitant, con- 
tributions which the troops themselves look after, genetal 
contributions, and magazines. All four* are generally 
applied together, one generally prevailing more than 
the others : still it sometimes ‘happens tliat only one is 
applied entirely by itjelf., * , 


f. LIVING ON THE INHABITANT, OR ON THE COM- ^ 
MUNITY, WHICH IS THE SAM5‘ THING. 

If we bear in mind that in a community consisting even 
as it does in great towns, of consumers only, there must 
always be provisions enough to last for several days, we 
may easily see that the most densely populated place can 
furnish food and quarters for a day for about as many 
troops as there are inhabitants, and,-4or a less number of 
troops for several days without the necessity of any par- 
ticular previous preparation. In towns of considerable 
size this gives a very satisfactory result, because it enables 
us to subsist a large force at one point But in smaller 
towns, or even in villages, the supply would be far from suf- 
ficient ; for a population of 3000 ct 4000 in twenty-five 
square miles which would be large in such a space, would 
only suffice to feed 3000 or 4000 soldiers, and if the whole 
mass of troops is great they would have to be spread over, 
such an extent of country as would hardly be consistent 
with other essential points. But m level countiies, and 
even in small towns, the quantity of those kinds of pro- 
visions which are essential m War is generally much 
greater ; the supply of bread which a peasant has is 
generally adequate to the consumption of his family for 
several, perhaps from eight to fourteen days ; meat can 
be obtained daily, vegetable productions are generally 
forthcoming in sufficient quantity to last till the follow- 
ing crop. Tlterefore in quarters ' which have never been 
occupied tfeere is no difficulty in subsisting troops three 

m 
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or four times the number of the inhabitants for several 
4 ^tys, which again is a very satisfactory result. Accord- 
ing to this, where the population is about 2000 or 3000 
per twenty-five square miles, and if no large town is in- 
cluded, a column of 30,00b would require about a hundred 
square miles, which would be a leng/-h of side of ten miles. 
Therefore for an army of 90,000, which we may reckon 
at, about 75,opo combatants, if marching in three columns 
contiguous to each other, we should require to take up a 
front thirty miles in breadth in case three roads could 
be found within that breadth. 

If several columns follow one another into these canton- 
ments, then special measures must be adopted by the civil 
authorities, and in that way there can be no great difficulty 
in obtaining all th^^t is required for a day or two more. 
Therefore if the above 90,000 are followed the day after by 
a like number, even these last would suffer no want ; this 
makes up the large number of 150,000 combatants. 

Forage for the horses occasions still less difficulty, as 
it neither requires grinding nor baking, and as there must 
be forage forthcoming in sufficient quantity to last the 
horses in the country until next harvest, therefore even 
where there is little stall-feeding, still there should be ne 
want, only the deliveries of forage should certainly be 
demanded from the community at large, not from the 
inhabitants individually. Besides, it is supposed that 
some attention is, of course, paid to the nature of the 
country in making arrangements for a march, so as not 
to send cavalry mostly into places of commerce and manu- 
factures, and into districts where there is no forage. 

The conclusion to be drawn from this hasty glance is, 
therefore, that in a moderately populated country, that 
is, a country of from 2000 to 3000 souls per twenty-five 
square miles an Army^of 150,000 combatants may be 
sub|isted by the inhabitanfe and community for one or 
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two days within such a narrow space as will not interfere 
with its concentration for battle, that is, therefore, that 
such an Army can be suhs:sted on a continuous march 
without magazines or other preparation. 

On this result were based the*enteiprises^ of the French 
Army in the Revolutionary^ War, and under Buonaparte. 
They marched from the Adige to the LoVer Danube, 
and from the Rhine to the Vistula, ♦ with little means 
of subsistence except upon the inhabitants^ and without 
ever suffering want. As their undertakings depended on 
moral and physical superiority, as they were attended 
with certain resalts, and were never delayed by inde- 
cision or caution, therefore their progress in the career 
of victory was generally that of an uninterrupted march. 

If circumstances are less favourable, if the population 
is not so great, or if it consists more of artisans than agri- 
culturists, if the soil IS bad, the country already several 
times overrun — then of course the results will fall short 
of what we have supposed. Still, we must remember 
that if the breadth of the front of a column is extended 
from ten miles to fifteen, we get a •superficial extent of 
country more than double in size, that is, instead of one 
hundred we command two hundred and twenty-five 
square miles, and that this is an extent which in ordinary 
cases will always admit of concentration for action ; we 
see therefore that even under unfavourable circumstances 
this method of subsistence will still be always compatible 
with a continuous inarch, o 

But if a halt of several days takes place, then great 
distress must ensue if preparations have not been made 
beforehand for such an event. Now these preparatory 
measures are of two kinds, and without them a consider- 
able Army even now cannot exist. The first is equipping 


* From Berhiyto the Vistula they sujicred terribly, and the opera- 
tions about F^ltusk, 1806, broke dwn from want of provisions. — E d. 
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the troops with a waggon train, by means of which bread 
or* flour, as the most essential part of their subsistence, 
can be carried with them for a few, that is, for three or 
four days ; if to this we add three or four days’ rations 
which the soldier himsel# can carry, then we have pro- 
vided what is most indispensable in the way of subsist- 
ence for eight* days. ^ 

The second arrangement is that of a regular cortimis- 
sariat, which whenever there is a moment’s halt gathers 
provisions from distant localities, so that at any moment 
we can pass over from the method of quartering on the 
inhabitants to a different system. n 

Subsisting in cantonments has the immense advantage 
that hardly any transport is required, and that it is done 
in the shortest time^ but certainly it supposes as a prior 
condition that cantonments can be provided for all the 
troops. 


2. SUBSISTENCE THROUGH EXACTIONS ENFORCED 
BY THE TROOPS THEMSELVES. 

If a single battalion occupies a camp, this camp may be 
placed in the vicinity of some villages, and these may 
receive notice to furnish subsistence ; then the method, 
of subsistence would not differ essentially from the pre- 
ceding mode. But, as is most usual, if the mass of troops 
to be encamped at some one point is much larger, there 
is no alternative but to make a collection m common 
within the circle of districts marked out for the purpose, 
collecting sufficient for the supply of one of the parts of 
the Army, a Brigade or Division, and afterwards to make 
a distribution from the common stock thus collected. 

The first glance shows that by such a mode of proceed- 
ing the subsistence of a large Army would be a matter 
of impossibility-. The 05 )llection made fron^the stores in 
any given district in the country will be much less than if 
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the troops had taken up their quarters b. the same dhs- 
trict, for when thirty or forty men take possession of ^ 
farmer’s house they can if necessary cc llect the last mouth- 
ful, but one officer sent with a few men to collect pro- 
visions has neither time nor means to huit out all the 
provisions that may be stored in a house, often also he 
has not the means of ^transport ; he will thfere/ore only 
be aMe to collect a small proportion of what is actually 
forthcoming. Besides, in camps the troops ^are crowded 
together in such a manner at one point, that the range 
of country from which provisions can be collected m a 
hufry is not of sufficient extent to furnish the whole of 
what is required. What could be done in the way of 
supplying 30,000 men, within a circle of five miles in 
diameter, or from an area of fifteen or twenty square 
miles ? Moreover it would seldom be' possible to collect 
even what there is, for the most of the nearest adjacent 
villages would be occupied by small bodies of troops, who 
would not allow anything to be removed. Lastly, by 
such a measure there would be the greatest waste, be- 
cause some men would get more than they required, 
whilst a great deal would be lost, and of no benefit to 
ariy one. 

The result is, therefore, that the subsistence of troops 
by forced contributions in this manner can only be adoptea 
with success when the bodies of troops are not too large, 
not exceeding a Division of 8000 or To,ooo men, and even 
then it is only to be resorted to as an unavoidable evil. 

It cannot in general be avoided in the case of troops 
directly in front of the enemy, such as advance guards 
and outposts, when the Army is advancing, because these 
bodies must arrive at points where no preparations could 
have been made, and they are usually too far from the 
stores collected for the rest of the Army ; further, in the 
case] of movable columns a(;ting independently ; and 
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lastly, in all cases where by chance there is neither time 
npr means to procure subsistence in any other way. 

The more troops are accustomed to live by regular re- 
quisitions, the more time and circumstances permit the 
adoption of that way 06 subsisting, then the more satis- 
factory will be the result. Bilt time is generally wanting, 
for what the 'troops get for themselves directly is got much 
quicker. * 

3. BY REGULAR REQUISITIONS. 

This is unquestionably the simplest and most efficacious 
means of subsisting troops, and it has been the basis of all 
modem Wars. 

It differs from the preceding way chiefly by its having 
the co-operation of the local authorities. The supply in 
this case must not be carried off forcibly just from the 
spot where it is found, but be regularly delivered according 
to an equitable division of the burden. This division can 
only be made by the recognised official authorities of the 
country. 

In this all depends on time. The more time there is, 
the more general c^n the division be made, the less will 
it press on individuals, and the more regular will be the 
result. Even purchases may be made with ready money 
to assist, in which way it will approach the mode which 
follows next in order (Magazines). In all assemblages of 
troops in their own country there is no difficulty in sub- 
sisting by regular requisitions ; neither, as a rule, is there 
any in retrograde movements. On the other hand, in 
all movements into a country of which we are not in 
possession, there is very little time for such arrangements, 
seldom more than the one day which the advance guard 
is in the habit of preceding the Army. With the advance 
guard the requisitions are sent to the local officials, speci- 
fying how mahy rations they are to have^jeady at such 
and such places. As thes^ can only be fuftiished from 
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the immediate neighbourhood, that is, within a circuit of 
ten mJifes round each point, the collections so made in 
haste will never be nearly suihcient for an Army of con- 
siderable strength, and consequently, if the troops do not 
carry with them enough for se\€ial dnys, they will run 
short. It is therefore the duty of the commissariat to 
economise what is received, a<nd only to issue to those 
troops* who have nothing. With each succeeding day, 
however, the embarrassment diminishes ; that is to say, 
if the distances from which provisions can be procured 
increase in proportion to the number of days, then the 
superficial area over which the contributions can be levied 
increases as the squares of the distances gained. If on 
the first day onlj/ twenty square miles have been drawn 
upon, on the next day we shall have eighty, on the third, 
one hundred and eighty. 

Of course this is a mere rough estimate of what may 
take place, subject to many modifying circumstances 
which may intervene, of which the principal is, that one 
district may not be capable of contributing like another. 
But on the other hand, we must also remember that the 
radius within which we can levy may increase more than 
ten miles a day in width, perhaps fifteen or twenty, or 
in man}^ places still more. 

The due execution of these requisitions is enforced by 
detachments placed under the orders of the official 
functionaries, but still more by the fear ol responsibility, 
punishment, and ill-treatment^which, in such cases, presses 
on the whole population like a general weight. 

However, it is not our intention to enter into details 
— into the whole machinery of commissariat and army 
subsistence ; we have only results in view. 

The result to be derived from a common-sense view of 
all the circumst^ces in general, apd the view which the 

experience of the Wars since tbvr"French revolution tends 

VOL. II. G 
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to confirm is, — that even the largest Army, if it carries 
Tfrith it provisions for a few days, may undoubtedly be 
subsisted by contributions which, commencing at the 
moment of entering a country, affect at first only the 
districts in ftie immediate vicinity of the Army, but 
afterwards, in the course of lime, ^re levied on a greater 
scale, over a range of coun1;ry always increasing, and with 
^n ever increasing weight of authonty. 

This resource has no limits except those of the exhaus- 
tion, impoverishment, and devastation of the country. 
When the stay of an invading Army is of some duration, 
the administration of this system at last is handed over 
to those in the highest official capacity ; and they natu- 
rally do all they can to equalise its pressure as much as 
possible, and to alleviate the weight of the tax by pur- 
chases ; at the same time, even an invader, when his stay 
is prolonged in his enemy’s country, is not usually so 
barbarous and reckless as to lay upon that country the 
entire burden of his support ; thus the system of contri- 
butions of itself gradually approaches to that of maga- 
zines, at the same time without ever ceasing altogether, 
or sensibly losing any of that influence which it exercises 
on the operations of the War ; for there is a wide diffei;» 
ence between a case m which some of the resources which 
have been drawn from a country are replaced by supplies 
brought from more^ distant parts (the country, however, 
still remaining substantially the source on which the 
Army depends for its supplies), and the case of an Army 
which — as in the eighteenth century — provides for all 
its wants from its own resources, the country in which 
it is operating contributing, as a rule, nothing towards 
its support. 

The great difference consists in two things, — ^namely, 
the employment of tke transport of the^ountry, and its 
ovens. In this way, thati enormous burden*‘of any Army, 
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that incubus which is always destroying its own work, 
a military transport train, is almost got rid of. . " 

It is true tb at even now no Army can do entirely without 
some subsistence waggons, but the number is immensely 
diminished, and little more is required than sufficient to 
carry the surplus of one day on till the next. Peculiar 
circumstances, as in Russia in 1812, may even again 
compel an Army to take with it an enormoqs train, and 
also field-ovens ; but these are exceptional cases ; for 
how seldom will it happen that 300,000 men make aH 
hostile advance of six hundred and fifty miles upon almost . 
a smgle road, and that through countries such as Poland 
and Russia, shortly before the season of harvest ; in such 
a case, any means of supply attached to an Army may 
be looked upon as only an assistance in case of need, the 
contributions of the country being always regarded as 
the groundwork of the whole system of supply. 

Since the first campaigns of the French Revolutionary 
War, the requisition system has formed constantly the 
mainstay of their Armies, the Armies opposed to them 
were therefore obliged to adopt the came system, and it 
is not at all likely that it will ever be abandoned. There 
is no other which can be substituted for it with the same 
results, both as regards its simplicity and freedom from « 
restraint, and also as respects energy in the prosecution 
of the War. As an Army is seldom, distressed for pro- 
visions during the first three or four weeks of a campaign 
whatever direction it takes, and afterwards can be 
assisted by magazines, we may very well say that by 
this method War has acquired the most perfect freedom 
of action. Certainly difficulties may be greater in one 
direction than in another, and that may carry weight in 
preliminary deliberation ; but we can never encounter 
an absolute impi^ssibility, and the attention which is due 
to the subject of subsistence cafi never decide a question 



too 


ON WAR 


[BOOK V. 

imperatively. To this there is only one exception, which 
is a retreat through nn enemy’s country. In such a case 
many of the inconveniences connected with subsistence 
meet together. The operation is one of a continuous 
nature, generally carried on without a halt worth speak- 
ing of ; there is, therefore, no tim^ to procure provisions ; 
the circumstances under wjiich the operation commences 
%re generally unfavourable, it is therefore necessary to 
keep the troops in masses, and a dispersion in canton- 
ments, or even any considerable extension in the width 
of the column cannot be allowed ; the hostile feeling of 
the country precludes the chance of any collection of 
contributions by mere orders issued without the support 
of a force capable of executing the order ; and, lastly, 
the moment is most auspicious for the inhabitants to 
give vent to their feelings by acts of hostility. On 
account of all this, an Army so situated is generally 
obliged to confine itself strictly to its previously prepared 
lines of communication and retreat. 

I 

When Buonaparte had to retreat in 1812, it was im- 
possible for him tb do so by any other line but the one 
upon which he had advanced, on account of the sub- 
sistence of his Army ; and if he had attempted any oth^ 
he would only have plunged into more speedy and certain 
destruction ; all the censure therefore passed on him by 
even French writers as well as by others with regard to 
this point is sheer nonsense. 

4. SUBSISTENCE FROM MAGAZINES. 

If we are to make a generic distinction between this 
method of subsisting troops and the preceding, it must 
be by an organisation such as existed for about thirty 
years at the close qf the seventeenth ^and during the 
eighteenth century. Ca^this organisation ever reappear ? 
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Certainly we cannot conceive how it can be dispensed 
with if great Annies are to be bound down for seven, . 
ten, or twelve years long to one spot, as they were formerly 
in the Netherlands, on the Rhine, in Upper Italy, Silesia, 
and Saxony ; for what country ^can continue for such a 
length of time to endure the burden of two great Armies, 
making it the entire source, of their supplies, without 
being ^utterly ruined in the end, and therefore gradually 
becoming unable to meet the demands ? 

But here naturally arises the question : shall the Wa#i 
prescribe the system of subsistence, or shall the latter 
dictate the nature of the War ? ♦ To this we answer ; 
the system of subsistence will control the War, as far as 
the other conditions on which it depends permit ; but 
when the latter are encroached upon, the War will react 
on the subsistence system, and in such case determine 
the same. 

A War carried on by means of the system of requisi- 
tions and local supplies furnished on the spot has such 
an advantage over one carried on in dependence on issues 
from magazines, that the latter does not look at all like 
the same instrument. No State will therefore venture 
to encounter the former with the latter ; and if any War 
Minister should be so narrow-minded and blind to cir- 
cumstances as to ignore the real relation which the two 
S5^tems bear to each other, by sending an Army into 
the field to live upon the old system, the force of circum- 
stances would carry the Conxmander of that Army along 
with it in its course, and the requisition system would 
burst forth of itself. If we consider besides, that the 
great expense attending such an organisation must 
necessarily reduce the extent of the armament in other 


♦ The Civil War m America, the RussO'%Turkish V’^ar of 1877, the 
Manchurian Campaign 1904, are striking cases m illustration of this 
point. — E d. 
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tespects, including of course the actual number of com- 
tetant soldiers, as no state has a superabundance of 
wealth, then there seems no probability of any such 
organisation being again resorted to, unless it should be 
adopted by the belligeVents by mutual agreement, an 
idea which is a mere play of the iipagination. 

Wars therefore may be ^xpected henceforward alwa57s 
to commenQ^e with the requisition system; how ‘much 
one or other government will do to supplement the same 
by an artificial organisation to spare their own country, 
&c., &c., remains to be seen ; that it will not be over- 
much we may be certain, for at such moments the ten- 
dency is to look to the most urgent wants, and an artificial 
system of subsisting troops does not come under that 
category. 

But now, if a War is not so decisive in its results, if its 
operations are not so comprehensive as is consistent with 
its real nature, then the requisition system will begin to 
exhaust the country in which it is carried on to that^ 
degree that either peace must be made, or means must 
be found to lighteh the burden on the country, and to 
become independent of it for the supplies of the Army. 
The latter was the case of the French Army under Buona*- 
parte in Spain, but the first happens much more fre- 
quently. In most Wars the exhaustion of the State 
increases to such a degree that, instead of thinking of 
prosecuting the War at a still greater expense, the neces- 
sity for peace becomes so urgent as to be imperative. 
Thus from this point of view the modern method of 
carrying on War has a tendency to shorten the duration 
of Wars. 

At the same time we shall not positively deny the 
possibility of the old system of subsistence reappearing 
in future Wars ; it*^ will perhaps be Resorted to by 
belligerents hereafter, wh^re the nature of •their mutual 
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relations urge them to it, and circumstances are favour- 
able to its adoption ; but we can never perceive in that 
sjret^m a natural organisation ; it is much rather an 
abnormal growth permitted by circumstances, but which 
can never spring from War in fts true sehse. Still less 
can we consider that forfu or system as any improve- 
ment in War on the ground ox its being nioie humane, 
for War itself is not a humane proceeding. 

Whatever method of providing subsistence may be 
chosen, it is but natural that it should be more easi^ 
carried out in rich and well-peopled countries, than in 
the midst of a poor and scanty population. That the 
population should be taken into consideration, hes in 
the double relation which that element bears to the 
quantity of provisions to be found in a country : first 
because, where the consumption is large, the provision 
to meet that consumption is also large ; and in the next 
place, because as a rule a large population produces also 
largely. From this we must certainly except districts 
peopled chiefly by manufacturers, particularly when, as 
is often the case, such districts lie in mountain valleys 
surrounded by unproductive land ; but in the generality 
of cases it is always very much easier to feed troops in a 
well populated than in a thinly inhabited country. An. 
Army of 100,000 men cannot be supported on two thousand 
square miles inhabited by 400,000 people, as well as it 
would be on two thousand square miles with a population 
of 2,000,000 inhabitants, e^^en supposing the soil equally 
good in the two cases. Besides, the roads and means of 
water-carnage are much better in rich countries and 
afford a greater choice, being more numerous, the means 
of transport are more abundant, the commercial relations 
easier and more certain. In a word, there is infinitely 
less difficulty jn supporting an Army in Flanders than in 
Poland. 
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The consequence is, that War with its manifold suckers 
fixes itself by preference along high roads, near populous 
towns, in the fertile valleys of large rivers, or along such 
sea-coasts as are well frequented. 

This shows •clearly hoV the subsistence of troops may 
have a general influence upon the ^direction and form of 
military undertakings, and upon the choice of a theatre 
of War and lines of communication. 

*The exten\ of this influence, what weight shall attach 
to the facility or difficulty of provisioning the troops, 
depends very much on the way in which the War is to 
be conducted. If it is to be carried on in its real spirit, 
that is, with the unbridled force which belongs to its 
being, with a constant pressing forward to, or seeking 
for the combat and decisive solution, then the sustenance 
of the troops although an important, is but a subordinate, 
affair ; but if there is to be a state of equilibrium during 
which the Armies move about here and there in the same 
province for several years, then the subsistence must 
often become the principal thing, the intendant the 
Commander-in-Chief, and the conduct of the War an 
administration of waggons.* 

There are numberless campaigns of this kind in which 
nothing took place ; the plans miscarned, the forces 
were used to no purpose, the only excuse being the 
plea of a want of subsistence ; on the other hand 
Buonaparte used to say “ Qu^on ne me parle pas des 
vivres o 

Certainly that General in the Russian campaign proved 
that such recklessness may be carried too far, for not to 
say that perhaps his whole campaign was ruined through 
that cause alone, which at best would be only a supposi- 
tion, still it is beyond doubt that to his want of regard 
to the subsistence of fiis troops he was iiyiebted for the 
♦ the War m Sguth Afnca 1900 . — Ed^ 
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extraordinary melting away of his Army on his advance, 
and for its utter ruin on the retreat. ' . . 

But while fully recognising in Buonaparte the eager 
gambler who ventures on many k mad extreme, we may 
justly say that he and the^ Revolutionary "Generals who 
preceded him dispelled a powerful prejudice in respect 
to the subsistence of troops, and showed tltat it should 
never be looked upon in any other light than as a condi- 
tion of War, never as an object. 

Besides, it is with privation in War just as. witl|^|, 
physical exertion and danger ; the demands which the 
Geperal can make on his Army are without any defined 
bounds ; an iron character demands more than a feeble 
sensitive man ; also the endurance of an Army differs 
in degree, according as habit, military spirit, confidence 
in and affection towards the Commander, or enthusiasm 
for the cause, sustain the will and energy of the soldier. 
But this we may look upon as an established principle, 
that privation and want, however far they may be 
carried, should never be otherwise regarded than as 
transition-states which should be succeeded by a state 
of abundance, indeed even by superfluity. Can there be 
anything more touching than the thought of so many 
thousand soldiers, badly clothed, with packs on their 
, backs weighing thirty or forty pounds, toiling over every 
\kind of road, in every description of weather, for days 
i\nd days, continually on the march* health and life for 
ever in peril, and for all that unable to get a sufficiency 
of dry bread. Any one who knows how often this 
happens in War, is at a loss to know how it does not 
oftener lead to a refusal of the will and powers to submit 
any longer to such exactions, and how the mere bent 
constantly given to the imagination of human beings in 
one direction, ^s capable of first calling forth, and then 
supporting such incredible effo^jts. 
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Let any one then, who imposes great privations on his 
naen because great objects demand such a trial of en- 
durance, always bear in mind as a matter of prudence, 
if not prompted to it by his own feelings, that there is a 
recompence i6r such sacrifices which he is bound to pay 
at some other time. ^ 

We have*now to consider the difference which takes 
place in resj)ect to the question of subsistence in War, 
according as the action is offensive or defensive. 

The defensive is in a position to make uninterrupted 
use of the subsistence which he has been able to lay in 
beforehand, as long as his defensive act continues. The 
defensive side therefore can hardly be in want of the 
necessaries of life, particularly if he is in his own country ; 
but even in the enemy’s this holds good. The offensive 
on the other hand is moving away from his resources, 
and as long as he is advancing, and even during the first 
weeks after he stops, must procure from day to day 
what he requires, and this can very rarely be done with- 
out want and inconvenience being felt. 

This difficulty is* felt in its fullest force at two parti- 
cular periods, first in the advance, before the decision 
takes place ; then the supplies of the defensive side ace 
all at hand, whilst the assailant has been obliged to leave 
his behind ; he is obliged to keep his masses concentrated, 
and therefore cannot spread his Army over any consider- 
able space ; even his transport cannot keep close to him 
when he commences his movements preliminary to a 
battle. If his preparations have not been very well 
made, it may easily happen at this moment that his 
troops may be in want of supplies for several days before 
the decisive battle, which certainly is not a means of 
bringing them into the fight in the highest state of 
efficiency. • ^ ^ 

The second time a stated want arises is at the end of 
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a victorious career, if the lines of communication begin 
to be too long, especially if the War is carried on in^a,^ 
poor, sparsely-populated country, and perhaps also in 
the midst of a peopL whose feelings are hostile. What 
an enormous difference between V line of Communication 
from Wilna to Mosco^, on which every carriage must be 
forcibly seized, and a line from Cologne by Li^ge, 
Louvain, Brussels, Mons, and Valenciennes to Paris, 
where a mercantile contract or a bill of exchange would 
suffice to procure millions of rations. 

Frequently has the difficulty we are now speaking of 
► resulted in obscuring the splendour of the most brilliant 
victories, reduced the powers of the victorious Army, 
rendered retreat necessary, and then by degrees ended in 
producing all the s5nnptoms of a real defeat. 

Forage, of which, as we have before said, there is 
usually at first the least deficiency, will run short soonest 
if a country begins to become exhausted, for it is the 
most difficult supply to procure from a distance, on 
account of its bulk, and the horse feels the effect of low 
feeding much sooner than the man. ’"For this reason, an 
over-numerous cavalry and artillery may become a real 
burden, and an element of weakness to an Army. 


CHAPTER XV 
BASE OF Operations 

If an Army sets out on any expedition, whether it be 
to attack the enemy and his theatre of War, or to take 
post on its own frontier, it continues in a state of neces- 
sary dependence on the sources from which it draws its 
subsistence ai|^ reinforcements, and must maintain its 
communicalson with them, as 'they are the conditions of 
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' its existence and preservation. This dependence in- 
creases in intensity and extent in proportion to the si^ 
of the Army. But now it is neither always possible nor 
requisite that the Army should continue in direct com- 
munication with the wiiole pf its own country ; it is 
sufficient if it does so with that portion immediately in 
its rear, and which is consequently covered by its posi- 
tion. In t^is portion of the country then, as far as 
necessary, special dep6ts of provisions are formed, and 
arrangements are made for regularly forwarding rein- 
forcements and supplies. This strip of territory is there- 
fore the foundation of the Army and of all its undertakings*, 
and the two must be regarded as forming in connection 
only one whole. If the supplies for their greater security 
are lodged in fortified places, the idea of a base becomes 
more distinct ; but the idea does not originate in any 
arrangement of that kind, and in a number of cases no 
such arrangement is made. 

But a portion of the enemy’s territory may also become 
a base for our Army, or, at least, form part of it ; for 
when an Army pt^netrates into an enemy’s land, a 
number of its wants are supplied from that part of the 
country which is taken possession of ; but it is then a 
necessary condition that we are completely masters of 
this portion of territory, that is, certain of our orders 
being obeyed within its limits. This certainty, however, 
seldom extends beyond the reach of our ability to keep 
the inhabitants in awe by small garrisons, and detach- 
ments moving about from place to place, and that is not 
in general very far. The consequence is, that in the 
enemy’s country, the part of territory from which we 
can draw supphes is seldom of sufficient extent to furnish 
all the supplies we require, and we must therefore still 
depend on ouar own land for much, and^this brings us 
back again to the importai]^e of that part of bur territory 
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immediately in rear of our Army as an indispensable 
portion of our base. " • 

The wants of an Army may be divided into two classes, 
first those which eveiy cultivated country can furnish ; 
and next those which canj^only be obtained from those 
localities where they ^re produced. The first are chiefly 
provisions, the second the means of keeping an Army 
complete in every way. The first can ^erefore be 
obtained in the enemy’s country ; the second, as a rule, 
can only be furnished by our own country, for ex mpk 
men, arms, and almost all munitions of war. Although 
^tiere are exceptions to this classification in certain cases, 
still they are few and trifling, and the distinction we have 
drawn is of standing importance, and proves again that 
the communication with our own country is indispensable. 

Dep6ts of provisions and forage are generally formed in 
open towns, both in the enemy’s and in our own country, 
because there are not as many fortresses as would be 
required for these bulky stores continually being con- 
sumed, and wanted sometimes here, sometimes there, 
and also because their loss is muclf easier to replace ; 
on the other hand, stores to keep the Army complete, 
such as arms, munition of war, and articles of equip- 
ment are never lodged in open places in the vicinity of 
the theatre of War if it can be avoided, but are rather 
brought from a distance, and in the enemy’s country 
never stored anywhere but in fortresses. From this 
point, again, it may be inferred that the base is of more 
importance in relation to supplies intended to refit an 
Army than in relation to provisions for food. 

Now, the more means of each kind are collected 
together in great magazines before being brought into 
use, the more, therefore, all separate streams unite in 
great reservoir^, so much the more^may these be regarded 
as taking the place of the wj^ole country, and so much 
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tile more will the conception of a base fix itself upon 
these great depdts of supply ; but this must never go 
so far that any such place becomes looked upon as con- 
stituting a base in itself alone. 

If these sources of supply spd refitment are abundant, 
that is, if the tracts of territory ar^ wide and rich, if the 
stores are collected in great dep6ts to be more speedily 
brought intq.use, if these dep6ts are covered in a military 
sense m one way or another, if they are in close proximity 
to the Army and accessible by good roads, if they extend 
along a considerable width in the rear of the Army or 
surround it in part as well — then follows a greater vitalit^^ 
for the Army, as well as a greater freedom in its move- 
ments. Attempts have been made to sum up all the 
advantages which an Army derives from being so situated 
in one single conception, that is, the extent of the base 
of operations. By the relation which this base bears to 
the object of the undertakings, by the angle which its 
extremities make with this object (supposed as a point), , 
it has been attempted to express the whole sum of the 
advantages and disadvantages which accrue to an Army 
from the position and nature of its sources of supply and 
equipment ; but it is plain this elegant piece of geo^ 
metrical refinement is merely a play of fancy, as it is 
founded on a series of substitutions which must all be 
made at the expense of truth. As we have seen, the 
base of an Army is a triple formation m connection with 
the situation in which an Army is placed : the resources 
of the country adjacent to the position of the Army, the 
dep6ts of stores which have been made at particular 
points, and the province from which these stores are 
denved or collected. These three things are separated 
in space, and cannot be collected into one whole, and 
least of all cait we substitute for them a l\ne which is to 
represent the width of the base, a line which^is generally 
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imagined m a perfectly arbitrary manner, either from 
one fortress to another or from one capital of a province 
to another, or along a political boundary of a country. 
Neither can we detenaine precisely the mutual relation, 
of these three steps in th^ formation of a base, for in 
reality they blend ttemselves with each other always 
more or less. In one case the surrounding country 
affords largely the means of refitting an Army, with things 
which otherwise could only be obtained from a long dis- 
tance ; in another case we are obliged to get even foipd 
from a long distance. Sometimes the nearest fortresses 
r'/'e great arsenals, ports, or commercial cities, which con- 
tain all the military resources of a whole State, some- , 
times they are nothing but old, feeble ramparts, hardly 
sufficient for their own defence. 

The consequence is that all deductions from the length 
of the base of operations and its angles, and the whole 
theory of War founded on these data, as far as its geo- 
metrical phase, have never met with any attention in 
real War, and in theory they have only caused wrong 
tendencies. But as the basis of this*chain of reasoning 
IS a truth, and only the conclusions drawn are false, this 
same view will easily and frequently thrust itself forward 
again. 

We think, therefore, that we cannot go beyond acknow- 
ledging generally the influence of a base on military 
enterprises, that at the same time there are no means of 
framing out of this maxim* any serviceable rules by a 
few abstract ideas ; but that in each separate case the 
whole of the things which we have specified must be 
kept in view together. 

When once arrangements are made within a certain 
radius to provide the means of subsisting an Army and 
keeping it com|j(lete in every respeet, and with a view to 
operations iif a certain direction, then, even in our own 
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country, this district only is to be regarded as the base 
of the Army ; and as any alteration of a base requires 
time and labour, therefore an Army cannot change its 
base every day, even in its own country, and this again 
limits it always more or less jp the direction of its opera- 
tions. If, then, in operating again6t an enemy’s country 
we take the whole line of our own frontier, where it 
forms a boundary between the two countries as our base, 
we may do so in a general sense, in so far that we might 
make those preparations which constitute a base any- 
where on that frontier ; but it will not be a base at any 
moment if preparations have not been already ma^? 
everywhere. When the Russian Army retreated before 
the French in 1812, at the beginning of the campaign the 
whole of Russia might have been considered as its base, 
the more so because the vast extent of the country 
offered the Army abundance of space in any direction 
it might select. This is no illusory notion, as it was 
actually realised at a subsequent time, when other 
Russian Armies from different quarters entered the 
field ; but still at every period throughout the campaign 
the base of the Russian Army was not so extensive ; it 
was principally confined to the road on which the whole 
train of transport to and from their Army was organised. 
This limitation prevented the Russian Army, for instance, 
from making the further retreat whidi became necessary 
after the three days’ fighting at Smolensk in any direction 
but that of Moscow, and so«hindered their turning sud- 
denly in the direction of Kaluga, as was proposed, in 
order to draw the enemy away from Moscow. Such a 
change of direction could only have been possible by 
having been prepared for long beforehand. 

We have said that the dependence on the base in- 
creases in intensity and extent with the syje of the Army, 
which is easy to underst^ind. An Army is* like a tree. 
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From the ground out of which it grows it draws its 
nourishment ; if it is small it can easily be transplanted, 
but this becomes more difficult as it increases in size. 
A small body of troops has also its channels, from which 
it draws the sustenance oL life, but it strikes root easily 
where it happens to'^e ; not so a large Army. When, 
therefore, we talk of the influence of the •base on the 
operations of an Army, th^ dimensions of the Army 
must always serve as the scale by which to measure the 
magnitude of that influence. 

Further it is consistent with the nature of things that 
^r the immediate wants of the present hour the sub- 
sistence is the mam point, but for the general efficiency 
of the Army through a long period of time the refitment 
and recruitment are the more important, because the 
latter can only be done from particular sources while 
the former may be obtained in many ways ; this again 
defines still more distinctly the influence of the base on 
the operations of the Army. 

However great that influence may be, we must never 
forget that it belongs to those things which can only 
show a decisive effect after some considerable time, and 
that therefore the question always remains what may 
happen m that time. The value of a base of operations 
will seldom determine the choice of an undertaking in 
the first instance. Mere difficulties which may present 
themselves in this respect must be put side by side and 
compared with other meai>^ actually at our command ; 
obstacles of this nature often vanish before the force of 
decisive victories. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

LINES OF ^COMMUNICATION 

The roads which lead from fhe p^iition of an Army to 
those pointsr in its rear where its dep6ts of supply and 
means of recruiting and 'refitting its forces are prin- 
cipally united, and which it also in all ordinary cases 
chooses for its retreat, have a double signification ; in 
the first place, they are its lines of communication for the 
constant nourishment of the combatant force, and next 
they are roads of retreat. 

We have said in the preceding chapter, that, although 
according to the present system of subsistence, an Army 
is chiefly fed from the district in which it is operating, it 
must still be looked upon as forming a whole with its 
base. The lines of communication belong to this whole ; 
they form the connection between the Army and its 
base, and are to be considered as so many great vital 
arteries. Supplies of every kind, convoys of munitions, 
detachments moving backwards and forwards, posts, 
orderlies, hospitals, depSts, reserves of stores, agents of ^ 
administration, all these objects are constantly making 
use of these roads, and the total value of these services 
is of the utmost importance to the Army. 

These great channels of life must therefore neither be 
permanently severed, nor n^ust they be of too great 
length, or beset with difficulties, because there is always 
a loss of strength on a long road, which tends to weaken 
the condition of an Army. 

By their second purpose, that is as lines of retreat, 
they constitute in a real sense the strategic rear of the 
Army. 

For both purposes the value of these roads depends 
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on their length, their number, their situation, that is their 
general direction, and their direction specially as regards 
the Army, their nature as roads, difficulties of ground, 
the political relations and feeling of local population, and 
lastly, on the proteUion Itiey derive from fortresses or 
natural obstacles in me country. 

But all the roads which lead from the point occupied 
by an Army to its sources of existence an^ power, are 
not on that account necessarily lines of communication 
for that Army. They may no doubt be used for that 
purpose, and may be considered as supplementary of 
M the system of communication, but that system is con- 
fined to the lines regularly prepared for the purpose. 
Only those roads on which magazines, hospitals, stations, 
posts for despatches and letters are organised under 
commandants with police and garrisons, can be looked 
upon as real lines of communication. But here a very 
important difference between our own and the enemy’s 
Army makes its appearance, one which is often over- 
looked. An Army, even m its own country, has its 
prepared lines of communication, but •it is not completely 
limited to them, and can in case of need change its line, 
taking some other which presents itself, for it is every- 
where at home, has officials in authority, and the friendly 
feeling of the people. Therefore, although other roads 
may not be as good as those at first selected there is 
nothing to prevent their being used, and the use of 
them is not to be regarded ^ impossible in case the Army 
is turned and obliged to change its front. An Army in 
an enemy’s country on the contrary can as a rule only 
look upon those roads as lines of communication upon 
which it has advanced ; and hence arises through 
small and almost invisible causes a great difference in 
operating. ^ • • 

The Armj^in the enemy’s cc^try takes under its pro- 
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tection the organisation which, as it advances, it neces- 
sarily introduces to form its lines of communication ; 
and in general, inasmuch as terror, and the presence of 
an enemy’s force in the^ country invests these measures 
in the eyes of the inhabitant^ with /all the weight of un- 
alterable necessity, the inhabitants may even be brought 
to regard them as an alleviation of the evils inseparable 
from War.^ Small garrisons left behind in different 
places support and maintain this system. But if these 
commissaries, commandants of stations, police, field- 
posts, and the rest of the apparatus of administration, 
were sent to some distant road upon which the Army- 
had not been seen, the inhabitants then would look upon 
such measures as a burden which they would gladly get 
rid of, and if the most complete defeats and catastrophes 
had not previously spread terror throughout the land, 
the probability is that these functionaries would be 
treated as enemies, and driven away with very rough 
usage. Therefore in the first place it would be necessary 
to establish garrisons to subjugate the new line, and 
these garrisons woiild require to be of more than ordinary 
strength, and still there would always be a danger of the 
inhabitants rising and attempting to overpower them.« 
In short, an Army marching into an enemy’s country is 
destitute of the mechanism through which obedience is 
enforced ; it has to institute its officials into their places, 
which can only be done by a strong hand, and this cannot 
be effected thoroughly withcHit sacrifices and difficulties, 
nor is it the work of a moment. — From this it follows 
that a change of the system of communication is much 
less easy of accomplishment in an enemy’s country than 
in our own, where it is at least possible ; and it also 
follows that the Army is more restricted in its movements, 
and must be ‘much more sensitive about, any demonstra- 
tions against its commun^tions. 



CHAP. XVI.] LINES OF COMWfUNICATION 1x7 

But the choice and organisation of hnes of communi- 
cation is from the very commencement subject also to*a 
number of conditions by which it is restricted. Not 
only must they follow in a general sense the good high 
roads, but they will be tile more serviceable the wider 
they are, the more populous and wealth}^ towns they 
pass through, the more str^jng places there are which 
afford them protection. Rivers, also, as me€Lns of water 
communication, and bridges as points of passage, have a 
decisive weight in the choice. It follows from this that 
the situation of a line of communication, and conse- 
quently the road by which an Army proceeds to com- 
mence the offensive, is only a matter of free choice up to 
a certain point, its situation being dependent on certain 
geographical relations. 

All the foregoing circumstances taken together deter- 
mine the strength or weakness of the communication of 
an Army with its base, and this result, compared with 
one similarly obtained with regard to the enemy’s com- 
munications, decides which of the two opponents is in a 
position to operate against the other^s lines of communi- 
cation, or to cut off his retreat, that is, in technical 
language to turn him. Setting aside all considerations of 
moral or physical superiority, that party can only effec- 
tually accomplish this whose communications are the 
strongest of the two, for otherwise the enemy saves him- 
self in the shortest mode, by a counterstroke. 

Now this turning can, l?y reason of the double signi- 
fication of these lines, have also two purposes. Either 
the communications may be interfered with and inter- 
rupted, that the enemy may melt away by degrees from 
want, and thus be compelled to retreat, or the object 
may be directly to cut off the retreat. 

With regar<J to the first, we have to observe that a 
mere momlucary interruptio^i will seldom have any 
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effect while Annies are subsisted as they now are ; a 
certain time is requisite to produce an effect in this way 
in order that the losses of the enemy by frequent repeti- 
tion may compensate in number for the small amount 
he suffers in each case. Oii^ singlfe enterprise against 
the enemy’s ^ flank, which might nave been a decisive 
stroke in those days when , thousands of bread-waggons 
tr 9 .versed tlA3 lines of communication, carrying out the 
systematised method then in force for subsisting troops, 
would hardly produce any effect now, if ever so success- 
ful ; one convoy at most might be seized, which would 
cause the enemy some partial damage, but never compel^ 
him to retreat.* 

The consequence is, that enterprises of this description 
on a flank, which have always been more in fashion in 
books than in real warfare, now appear less of a practical 
nature than ever, and we may safely say that there is 
no danger in this respect to any lines of communication 
but such as are very long, and otherwise unfavourably 
circumstanced, more especially by being exposed every- 
where and at any moment to attacks from an insurgent 
population. 

With respect to the cutting off an enemy’s retreat, we 
must not be over-confident in this respect, either of the 
consequences of threatening, or closing the enemy’s lines 
of retreat, as recent f experience has shown that, when 
troops are good and their leader resolute, it is more di'ffi- 
cult to make them prisoners, ‘than it is for them to cut 
their way through the force opposed to them. 

The means of shortening and protecting long lines of 
communication are very limited. The seizure of some 

* It was a neglect to realise this principle, which led to the employ- 
ment of raids by the Confederates in 1862 and cost them the loss of 
the battle of Gettysburg. — E#>. ^ 

t This refers especially to events in the Russian Campaign 18 la, 
and to Napoleon's defeat of the yavanans at Hanau, 1813. 
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fortresses adjacent to the position taken up by the Army, 
and on the roads leading to the rear — or in the event df 
there being no fortresses in the coipitry, the construction 
of temporary defences at suitabi* points — the kind treat- 
ment of the people ^f th 5 country, strict discipline on 
the military roads, good police, and active^ measures to 
improve the roads, are the^only means by which the 
evil may be diminished, but it is one which can never 
be entirely removed. 

Furthermore, what we said when treating of the 
question of subsistence with respect to the roads which 
the Army should chose by preference, applies also parti- 
cularly to lines of communication. The best lines of 
communication are roads leading through the most 
flourishing towns and the most important provinces ; 
they ought to be preferred, even if considerably longer, 
and in most cases they exercise an important influence 
on the definitive disposition of the Army. 


CHAPTER XVII 

ON COUNTRY AND GROUND 

Irrespective quite of their influence as regards the 
means of subsistence of an Army, country and ground 
bear another most intimate and never-failing relation to 
the business of War, viz., their decisive influence on the 
battle, both upon what concerns its course, as well as 
upon the preparation for it, and the use to be made of 
it. We now proceed to consider country and ground in 
this phase, that is, in the full meaning of the French 
expression “ Terrain.” _ • 

The way to make use of th^m is a subject which lies. 
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mostly within the province of tactics, but the effects 
ftesulting from them appear in Strategy; a battle in 
the mountains is, in its consequences as well as in 
itself, quite a different, thing from a battle on a level 
plain, i-, t j 

But until we have studied the distinction between 
offensive and defensive, and examined the nature of 
each separately and fully, we cannot enter upon the 
consideration of the principal features of the ground in 
their effects ; we must therefore for the piesent confine 
ourselves to an investigation of its general properties. 
There are three properties through which the ground has 
an influence on action in War ; viz., as presenting an 
obstacle to approach, as an obstacle to an extensive 
view, and as protection against the effect of firearms ; 
all other effects may be traced back to these three. 

Unquestionably this threefold influence of ground 
has a tendency to make warfare more diversified, more 
complicated, and more scientific, for they are plainly 
three more quantities which enter into military com- 
binations. 

A completely level plain, quite open at the same time, 
that is, a tract of country which cannot mfluence War at 
all, has no existence except in relation to small bodies 
of troops, and with respect to them only for the duration 
of some given moment of time. When larger bodies are 
concerned, and a longer duration of time, accidents of 
ground mix themselves up with the action of such bodies, 
and it is hardly possible in the case of a whole Army 
to imagine any particular moment, such as a battle, 
when the ground would not make its influence felt. 

This influence is therefore never in abeyance, but it 
is certainly stronger or weaker according to the nature 
of the coimtry. ' k 

If we keep in view thp great mass of topographical 
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phenomena we find that countries deviate from the idea 
of perfectly open level plains principally in three w^ys : 
first by the form of the ground, that is, hills and valleys ; 
then by woods, marges, a^d laltes as natural features ; 
and lastly, by such changes as have been introduced by 
the hand of man. Through each of these three circum- 
stances there is an increase in the influence of ground 
on the operations of War. If we trace thefe up to a 
certain distance we have mountainous country, a country 
little cultivated and covered with woods and marshes, 
and the well cultivated. The tendency m each case 
is to render War more complicated and connected 
with Art. 

The degree of influence which cultivation exercises is 
greater or less according to the nature of the cultivation ; 
the system pursued in Flanders, Holstein, and some 
other countries, where the land is intersected in every 
direction with ditches, dykes, hedges, and walls, inter- 
spersed with many single dwellings and small woods has 
the greatest effect on military operations. 

The conduct of War is therefore easiest in a level 
moderately-cultivated country. This however only holds 
good in quite a general sense, leaving entirely out of con- 
sideration the use which the defensive can make of 
obstacles of ground. 

Each of these three kinds of ground has its own effect 
on movement, on the range of sight, and in the cover it 
affords. 

In a thickly-wooded country the obstacle to sight pre- 
ponderates ; in a mountainous country, the difficulty of 
movement presents the greatest obstacle to an enemy ; 
in countries very much cultivated both these obstacles 
exist in a medium degree. 

As thick wodfds render great portions of ground in a 
certain manner impracticable 'for military movements, 
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and as, besides the difficulty which they oppose to move- 
ment they also obstruct the view, thereby preventing the 
use of means to clear a passage, the result is that they 
simplify the measures to be adopted on one -side in pro- 
portion as they increase the difficjllties with which the 
other side hjis to contend. Although it is difficult prac- 
tically to concentrate foij:es for action in a wooded 
country, sfill a partition of forces does not take place 
to the same extent as it usually does m a mountainous 
country, or in a country very much intersected with 
canals, rivers, &c. : in other words, the partition of 
forces in such a countrj^ is more unavoidable but not so 
great. 

In mountains, the obstacles to movement preponderate 
and take effect in two wa5rs, because in some parts the 
country is quite impassable, and where it is practicable 
we must move slower and with greater difficulty. On 
this account the rapidity of all movements is much 
diminished in mountains, and all operations are mixed ^ 
up with a larger quantity of the element of time. But 
the ground in mountains has also the special pioperty 
peculiar to itself, that one point commands another. 
We shall devote the following chapter to the discussion 
of the subject of commanding heights generally, and 
hall only here remark that it is this peculiarity which 
causes the great partition of forces in operations carried 
on amongst mountains, for particular points thus acquire 
importance from the influence they have upon other 
points in addition to any intrinsic value which they have 
in themselves. 

As we have elsewhere observed, each of these three 
kinds of ground in proportion as its own special peculiarity 
has a tendency to an extieme, has in the same degree a 
tendency to lower the influence of the supleijue command, 
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increasing in like manner the independent action of 
subordinates down to the private soldier. The greater 
- the partition of any force, the less an undivided control 
is possible, so much the n^ore are sub'itdinates left to 
themselves ; that is ^self-evident. Certainly when the 
partition of a force is greater, then through the diversity 
of action and greater scope in Jhe use of means the influ- 
ence of intelligence must increase, and even^the Com; 
mander-in-Chief may show his talents to advantage 
under such circumstances ; but we must here repeat 
what has been said before, that in War the sum total of 
single results decides more than the form or method in 
which they are connected, and therefore, if we push our 
present considerations to an extreme case, and suppose a 
whole Army extended in a line of skirmishers so that 
each private soldier fights his own little battle, more will 
depend on the sum of single victories gained than on the 
form in which they are connected ; for the benefit of 
good combinations can only follow from positive results, 
not from negative. Therefore in such a case the courage, 
the dexterity, and the spirit of individuals will prove 
decisive. It is only when two opposing Armies are on a 
par as regards military qualities, or that their peculiar 
properties hold the balance even, that the talent and 
judgment of the Commander become again decisive. 
The consequence is that national Armies and insurgent 
levies, &c., &c., in which, at least in the individual, the 
warlike spirit is highly excfted, although they are not 
superior in skill and bravery, are still able to maintain a 
superiority by a great dispersion of their forces favoured 
by a difficult country, and that they can only maintain 
themselves for a continuance upon that kind of system, 
because troops of this description are generally destitute 
of all the qualifies and virtues which are indispensable 
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when tolerably large numbers are required to act as a 
united body.* 

Also in the nature of forces there are many gradations 
between one of these textrepes and the other, for the 
very circumstance of being engaged in the defence of its 
own coimt^ gives to even a regular standing army 
something of the character of a national Army, and 
ijtiakes it irltore suited for a War waged by an Army broken 
up into detachments. 

Now the more these qualifications and influences are 
wanting in an Army, the greater they are on the side of 
its opponent, so much the more will it dread being split 
into fractions, the more it will avoid a broken country ; 
but to avoid fighting in such a description of country is 
seldom a matter of choice ; we cannot choose a theatre 
of War like a piece of merchandise from amongst several 
patterns, and thus we find generally that troops which 
from their nature fight with advantage in concentrated 
masses, exhaust all their ingenuity in trying to carry ouf" 
their system as far as possible in direct opposition to the 
nature of the country. They must in consequence submit 
to other disadvantages, such as scanty and difficult sub- 
sistence, bad quarters, and in the combat numerous 
attacks from all sides ; but the disadvantage of giving 
up their own special advantage would be greater. 

These two tendencies in opposite directions, the one 
to concentration the other to dispersion of forces, prevail 
more or less according as the nature of the troops engaged 
incline them more to one side or the other, but however 
decided the tendency, the one side cannot always remain 
with his forces concentrated, neither can the other expect 
success by following his system of Warfare in scattered 
bodies on all occasions. The French were obliged to 

• Compare the course of our South African Ckmpaign 1899-1901. 
— ^Ed. , 
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resort to partitioning their forces in Spain, and the 
Spaniards, whilst defending their country by means of 
an insurgent population, were obliged to try the fate of 
great battles in the open fidd wi1;Ji part of their forces. 

Next to the connection’ which country and groimd 
have with the general, and especially with the political, 
composition of the forces engaged, the most important 
point is the lelative proportion of the three amis. 

In all countries which are difficult to traverse, whether 
the obstacles are mountains, forests, or a peculiar culti- 
vation, a numerous cavalry is useless : that is plain in 
itself ; it is just the same with artillery in wooded 
coimtries ; there will probably be a want of room to use 
it with effect, of roads to transport it, and of forage for 
the horses. For this arm highly cultivated countries are 
less disadvantageous, and least of all a mountainous 
country. Both, no doubt, afford cover against its fire, 
and in that respect they are unfavourable to an arm 
which depends entirely on its fire : both also often 
furnish means for the enemy’s infantry to place the 
heavy artillery in jeopardy, as infantry can pass any- 
where ; but still in neither is there m general any want 
of space for the use of a numerous artillery, and in moun- 
tainous countries it has this great advantage, that its 
effects are prolonged and increased in consequence of the 
movements of the enemy being slower. 

But it is undeniable that infantry has a decided advan- 
tage over every other arm ih difficult country, and that, 
therefore, in such a country its number may considerably 
exceed the usual proportion. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
COMMAND (OF GROUND 

The word “ commajid ” has a charm in the Art of War 
peculiar to itself, and in fact to this element belongs a 
great part, perhaps half the influence which ground 
exercises on the use of troops. Here many of the sacred 
relics of military erudition have their root, as, for 
instance, commanding positions, key positions, strategic 
manoeuvres,* &c. We shall take as clear a view of the 
subject as we can without prolixity, and pass in review 
the true and the false, reality and exaggeration. 

Every exertion of physical force if made upwards is 
more difiicult than if it is made in the contrary direction 
(downwards) ; consequently it must be so in fighting ; 
and there are three evident reasons why it is so. First, 
every height may be regarded as an obstacle to approach^ 
secondly, although the range is not perceptibly greater 
in shooting dowri from a height, yet, all geometrical 
relations being taken into consideration, we have a 
better chance of hitting than in the opposite case^ 
thirdly, an elevation gives a better command of view. 
How all these advantages unite themselves together in 
battle we are not concerned with here ; we collect the 
sum total of the advantages which tactics derives from 
elevation of position and combine them in one whole 
which we regard as the first strategic advantage. 

But the first and last of these advantages that have 
been enumerated must appear once more as advantages 

♦ This refers to the ideas current in Prussia before Jena, of which 
Massenbach was the chief exponent. They retained this influence 
in the Austrian Army till the close of the Great Wars, and this paragraph 
is particularly directed against von SchwarzenberigL Commander-in- 
Chief of the Austrian Army, 1814. 
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of Strategy itself, for wl march and reconnoitre in 
Strategy as well as in tactics ; if, therefore, an elevated* 
position is an obstacle to the approach of those on 
lower ground, that is the ^cond,; and the better com- 
mand of view whictt this ^elevated position affords is 
the third advantage which Strategy may derive in 
this way. 

Of these elements is composed the power of di)minating, 
overlooking, commanding ; from these sources springs 
the sense of superiority and security which is felt in 
standing on the brow of a hill and looking at the enemy 
below, and the feeling of weakness and apprehension 
which pervades the minds of those below. Perhaps the 
total impression made is at the same time stronger than 
it ought to be, because the advantage of the higher 
ground strikes the senses more than the circumstances 
which modify that advantage. Perhaps the impression 
made surpasses that which the truth warrants, m which 
case the effect of imagination must be regarded as a new 
element, which exaggerates the effect produced by an 
elevation of ground. • 

At the same time the advantage of greater facility of 
movement is not absolute, and not always m favour of 
the side occupying the higher position ; it is only so 
when his opponent wishes to attack him ; it is not if the 
combatants are separated by a great valley, and it is 
actually in favour of the army on thfe lower ground if 
both wish to fight in the plaift (battle of Hohenfriedberg). 
Also the power of overlooking, or command of view, has 
likewise great limitations. A wooded country in the 
valley below, and often the very masses of the mountains 
themselves on which we stand, obstruct the vision. 
Countless are the cases in which we might seek in vain 
on the spot for tibose advantages ofcan elevated position 
which a map ^^uld lead us to expect ; and we might 
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often be led to think we hadi only involved ourselves in 
’^all kinds of disadvantages, the very opposite of the 
advantages we counted upon. But these limitations 
and conditions do not ^brog^e or destroy the superiority 
which the more elevated position* confers, both on the 
defensive and offensive. We shall point out, in a few 
words, how' this is the case with each. 

Out oh the three strategic advantages of the more 
elevated ground, the greater tactical strength, the more 
difficult approach, and the better view, the first two are of 
such a nature that they belong really to the defensive 
only ; for it is only in holding firmly to a position that 
we can make use of them, whilst the other side (offensive) 
in moving cannot remove them and take them with 
him ; but the third advantage can be made use of by 
the offensive just as well as by the defensive. 

From this it follows that the more elevated ground is 
highly important to the defensive, and as it can only be 
maintained in a decisive way in mountainous countries,^ 
therefore it would seem to follow, as a consequence, that 
the defensive has an important advantage in mountain 
positions. How it is that, through other circumstances, 
this is not so in reality, we shall show in the chapter on# 
the defence of mountains. 

We must first of all make a distinction if the question 
relates merely to commanding ground at one single 
point, as, for example, a position for an Army ; in such 
case the strategic advantages rather merge in the tactical 
one of a battle fought under advantageous circum- 
stances ; but if now we imagine a considerable tract of 
country — suppose a whole province — as a regular slope, 
like the declivity at a general watershed, so that we can 
make several marches, and always hold the upper ground, 
then the strategic advantages become ^greater, because 
we can now use the advantages of th^more elevated 
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grotmd not only in the clmbination of our forces with 
each other for one particular combat, but also in th^ 
combination of several coxribats with one another. Thus 
it is with the defensive. ^ • 

As regards the offensive, it enjoys to a certain extept 
the same advantages as the defensive from the more 
elevated ground ; for this reason that the strategic 
attack is not confined to one act like the tactical. The 
strategic advance is not the continuous movement of a 
piece of wheelwork ; it is made in single marches with 
a longer or shorter interval between them, and at each 
halting point the assailant is just as much acting on the 
defensive as his adversary. 

Through the advantage of a better view of the sur- 
rounding country, an elevated position confers, in a 
certain measure, on the offensive as well as the defensive, 
a power of action which we must not omit to notice ; it 
is the facility of operating with separate masses. For 
each portion of a force separately derives the same 
advantages which the whole derives from this more 
elevated position ; by this — a separafe corps, let it be 
strong or weak in numbers, is stronger than it would 
otherwise be, and we can venture to take up a position 
with less danger than we could if it had not that par- 
ticular property of being on an elevation. The advan- 
tages which are to be derived from such separate bodies 
of troops is a subject for another placd. 

If the possession of more Mevated ground is combined 
with other geographical advantages which are in our 
favour, if the enemy finds himself cramped in his move- 
ments from other causes, as, for instance, by the proximity 
of a large river, such disadvantages of his position may 
prove quite decisive, and he may feel that he cannot too 
soon relieve Itself from such apposition.* No Army 
can maintain itself in the valley of a great river if it is 
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not in possession of the heights on each side by which 
"\he valley is formed. 

The possession of elevated ground may therefore 
become virtually command, ^nd we can by no means 
deny that this idea represents a reality. But neverthe- 
less the expressions “ commanding ground,” “ sheltering 
position,” “ key of the country,” in so far as they are 
founded dn the nature of heights and descents, are 
hollow shells without any sound kernel. These im- 
posing elements of theory have been chiefly resorted to 
in order to give a flavour to the seeming commonplace 
of military combinations ; they have become the darling 
themes of learned soldiers, the magical wands of adepts 
in Strategy, and neither the emptiness of these fanciful 
conceits, nor the frequent contradictions which have 
been given to them by the results of experience have 
sufficed to convince authors, and those who read their 
books, that with such phraseology they are drawing^ 
water in the leaky vessel of the Danaides. • The condi- 
tions have been mistaken for the thing itself, the instru- 
ment for the hand. The occupation of such and such a 
position or space of ground, has been looked upon as an 
exercise of power like a thrust or a cut ,♦ the ground or^ 
position itself as a substantive quantity ; whereas the 
one is like the lifting of the arm, the other is nothing but 
the lifeless instrument, a mere property which can only 
realise itself upon an object, a mere sign of plus or minus 
which wants the figures or quantities. This cut and 
thrust, this object, this quantity, is a victorious battle ; 
it alone really counts ; with it only can we reckon ; 
and we must always have it in view, as well in giving 

♦ When m 1814 Schwartzenberg urged upon Bliicher the advantages 
resulting from the occupation of the Plateau of Langres — ^the water- 
shed of France — Blucher replied that all he could see in it was the 
fact that if he p . . ss , . d on it, some of his watS^^ould go into the 
Mediterranean and some mto the Atlantic. — £d. 
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a critical judgment in literature as in real action ii^ 
the field. 

Consequently, if nothin^but the number and value of 
victorious combats dpcidesW War, it- is plain that the 
comparative value of the opposing forces and ability of 
their respective leaders again rank as the fii^t points for 
consideration, and that the part which the influence of 
ground plays can only be one of an inferior grade. 
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DEFENCE 

CHAPTER I 

OFFENCE AND DEFENCE 

I. CONCEPTION OF DEFENCE. 

What is defence in conception ? The warding off a 
blow. What is then its characteristic sign ? The state 
of expectancy (or of waiting for this blow). This is the 
sign by which we always recognise an act as of a defen- 
sive character, and by this sign alone can the defensive 
be distinguished from the offensive ifl War. But inas- 
much as an absolute defence completely contradicts the 
idea of War, because there would then be War carried 
on by one side only, it follows that the defence in War 
can only be relative and the above distinguishing signs 
must therefore only be applied to the essential idea or 
general conception ; it does not applj^to all the separate 
acts which compose the War. A partial combat is 
defensive if we receive the onset, the charge of the 
enemy ; a battle is so if we receive the attack, that is, 
wait for the appearance of the enemy before our position 
and within range of our fire ; a campaign is defensive 
if we wait for the entry of the enemy into our theatre of 
War. In all J)bese cases the si^ of waiting for and 
warding off ifelongs to the general conception, without 

•33 
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any contradiction arising witf the conception of War, 
for it may be to our advantage to wait for the charge 
against our bayonets, or the Jittack on our position or 
our theatre of War. But as must return the enemy’s 
blows if we are really to carry on War on our side, there- 
fore this offensive act in defensive War takes place more 
or less under the general title defensive — that is to say, 
the offensive of which we make use falls under the con- 
ception of position or theatre of War. We can, there- 
fore, in a defensive campaign fight offensively, in a 
defensive battle we may use some Divisions for offensive 
purposes, and lastly, while remaining in position awaiting 
the enemy’s onslaught, we still make use of the offensive 
by sending at the same time bullets into the enemy’s 
ranks. The defensive form in War is therefore no mere 
shield but a shield formed of blows delivered with skill. 


2. ADVANTAGES OF THE DEFENSIVE. 

What is the object of defence ? To preserve. To pre- 
serve is easier than to acquire ; from which follows at 
once that the means on both sides being supposed equal, 
the defensive is easier than the offensive. But in what * 
consists the greater facility of preserving or keeping 
possession ? In this, that all time which is not turned 
to any account falls into the scale m favour of the 
defence. He reaps where he has not sowed. Every 
suspension of offensive action, either from erroneous 
views, from fear or from indolence, is in favour of the 
side acting defensively. This advantage saved the State 
of Prussia from rmn more than once in the Seven Years’ 
War. It is one which derives itself from the conception 
and object of the defensive, lies in the nature of all 
defence, and* in ordiniuy life, particularly in legal busi- 
ness which bears so much resemblance to War, it is 
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expressed by the Latin Aoverb, Beati sunl possidentes. 
Another advantage arisina from the nature of War and* 
belonging to it exclusively! is the aid afforded by locality 
or ground ; this is one ^|hich ^e defensive form has a 
preferential use. * 

Having established these general ideas we now turn 
more directly to the subject. • 

In tactics every combat, gfeat or small, is ^defensive if 
we leave the initiative to the enemy, and wait for his 
appearance in our front. From that moment forward 
we can make use of all offensive means without losing 
the said two advantages of the defence, namely, that of 
waiting for, and that of ground. In Strategy, at first, 
the campaign represents the battle, and the theatre of 
War the position ; but afterwards the whole War takes 
the place of the campaign, and the whole country that 
of the theatre of War, and in both cases the defensive 
remains that which it was in tactics. 

It has been already observed in a general way that 
the defensive is easier than the offensive ; but as the 
defensive has a negative object, that» of preserving, and 
the offensive a positive object, that of conquering, and 
as the latter increases our own means of carrying on War, 
but the preserving does not, therefore in order to express 
ourselves distinctly, we must say, that the defensive form 
of War is in itself stronger than the offensive. This is 
the result we have been desirous ©f arriving at ; for 
although it lies completely m the nature of the thing, 
and has been confirmed by experience a thousand times, 
still it is completely contrary to prevalent opinion — a 
proof how ideas may be confused by superficial writers. 

If the defensive is the stronger form of conducting 
War, but has a negative object, it follows of itself that 
we must onl5j^ make use of it scj long as* our weakness^ 
compels us do so, and that we must give up that form 
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as soon as we feel strong enoigh to aim at the positive 
‘^‘‘Object. Now as the state of c|ir circumstances is usually 
improved in the event of ourfcaining a victory through 
the assistance of the d^>fensi\jp, it is therefore, also, the 
natural course in War to begin wifh the defensive, and 
to end with the offensive. It is therefore just as much 
in contradiction with the conception of War to suppose 
the defensive the ultimate' object of the War as it was 
a ‘contradiction to understand passivity to belong to all 
the parts of the defensive, as well as to the defensive as 
a whole. In other words : a War in which victories are 
merely used to ward off blows, and where there is no 
attempt to return the blow, would be just as absurd as 
a battle in which the most absolute defence (passivity) 
should everywhere prevail in all measures. 

Against the justice of this general view many examples 
might be quoted in which the defensive continued defen- 
sive to the last, and the assumption of the offensive was 
never contemplated ; but such an objection could only 
be urged if we lost sight of the fact that here the question 
is only about general ideas (abstract ideas), and that 
examples in opposition to the general conception we are 
discussing are all of them to be looked upon as cases in 
which the time for the possibility of offensive reaction 
had not yet arrived. 

In the Seven Years’ War, at least in the last three 
years of it, Frederick the Great did not think of an 
offensive ; indeed we believe further, that generally 
speaking, he only acted on the offensive at any time in 
this War as the best means of defending himself; his 
whole situation compelled him to this course, and it is 
natural that a General should aim more immediately at 
that which is most in accordance with the situation in 
which he is placed for i;he time being. Nwertheless, we 
cannot look at this example of a defence upon a great 
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scale without supposing ftiiat the idea of a possible 
counterstroke against Auswia lay at the bottom of the ' 
whole of it, and inlying id ourselves, the moment for 
that counterstroke had nol| arrived before the War came 
to a close. The conclusion of peace shows that this idea 
is not without foundation even in this instance ; for 
what could have actuated the Austrians to* make peace 
except the thought that the^ were not in » condition 
with their own forces alone to make head against the 
talent of the King ; that to maintain an equilibrium 
their exertions must be greater than heretofore, and that 
the slightest relaxation of their efforts would probably 
lead to fresh losses of territory. And, in fact, who can 
doubt that if Russia, Sweden, and the army of the Holy 
Roman Empire had ceased to act together against 
Frederick the Great he would have tried to conquer the 
Austrians again in Bohemia and Moravia ? 

Having thus defined the true meaning of the defensive, 
having defined its boundaries, we return again to the 
assertion that the defensive is the stronger form of making 
War. • 

Upon a closer examination, and comparison of the 
offensive and defensive, this will appear perfectly plain ; 
but for the present we shall confine ourselves to noticing 
the contradiction in which we should be involved with 
ourselves, and with the results of experience by main- 
taining the contrary to be the fact.* If the offensive 
form was the stronger there Vould be no further occasion 
ever to use the defensive, as it has merely a negative 
object, every one would be for attacking, and the defen- 
sive would be an absurdity. On the other hand, it is 
very natural that the higher object should be purchased 
by greater sacnfices. Whoever feels himself strong 
enough to ma^p use of the weakfr form has it in his 
power to aim %± the greater object ; whoever sets before 
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himself the smaller object can Inly do so in order to have 
'*^he benefit of the stronger fora. — If we look to experi- 
ence, such a thing is unheard If as any one carrying on a 
War upon two different thfatres — offensively on one 
with the weaker Army, and defensively on the other with 
his strongest force. But if the reverse of this has every- 
where and a\ all times taken place, that shows plainly 
that Geneials, although their own inclination prompts 
them to the offensive, still hold the defensive to be th^ 
stronger form. We have still m the next chapters to 
explain some preliminary points. 


CHAPTER II 

THE RELATIONS OF THE OFFENSIVE AND 

DEFENSIVE TO EACH OTHER IN TACTICS 

First of all we must inquire into the circumstanced'^ 
which give the victory in a battle. 

Of superiority of numbers, and bravery, discipline, or 
other qualities of an Army, we say nothing here, because, 
as a rule, they depend on things which he out of the# 
province of the Art of War m the sense in which we are 
now considering it ; besides which they exercise the 
same effect m the offensive as the defensive ; and, more- 
over also, the superiority in numbers in general cannot 
come under consideration here, as the number of troops 
is likewise a given quantity or condition, and does not 
depend on the will or pleasure of the General. Further, 
these things have no particular connection with attack 
and defence. But, irrespective of these things, there are 
other three which appear to us of decisive importance, 
these are : surprise, advantage of ground^ and the aUack 
from several quarters. The surprise produhss an effect by 
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opposing to the enemy a treat many more troops than 
he expected at some partfcular point. The superiority 
in numbers in this case f very different to a general 
superiority of numbers ; it is the most powerful agent 
in the Art of War. 

The way in which the advantage of ground contributes 
to the victory is intelligible enough of itself, and we 
have only one observation to make which is, ftiat we do 
not confine our remarks to obstacles which obstruct tfie? 
advance of an enemy, such as scarped grounds, high hills, 
marshy streams, hedges, inclosures, &c. ; we also allude 
to the advantage which groimd affords as cover, imder 
which troops are concealed from view. Indeed we may 
say that even from ground which is apparently feature- 
less a person acquainted with the locality may derive 
assistance. The attack from several quarters includes in 
itself all tactical turning movements great and small, and 
its effects are derived partly from the double execution 
obtained in this way from firearms, and partly from the 
enemy’s dread of his retreat being cut off. 

Now how do the offensive and defensive stand respec- 
tively in relation to these things ? 

Having in view the three principles of victory just 
described, the answer to this question is, that only a 
small portion of the first and last of these principles is in 
favour of the offensive, whilst the greater part of them, 
and the whole of the second principife, are at the com- 
mand of the party acting defensively. 

The offensive side can only have the advantage of one 
complete surprise of the whole mass with the whole, 
whilst the defensive is in a condition to surprise in- 
cessantly, throughout the whole course of the combat, by 
the force and form which he gives to his partial attacks. 

The offensivt has greater facilities than the defensive 
for surroimding and cutting off the whole, as the latter 
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is in a manner in a fixed posAion while the former is in 
"a state of movement having Reference to that position. 
But the superior advantage fat an enveloping movement, 
which the offensive possesses, as now stated, is again 
limited to a movement against the whole mass ; for 
during the course of the combat, and with separate 
divisions of the force, it is easier for the defensive than 
for the offensive to make attacks from several quarters, 
because^ as we have already said, the former is in a better 
situation to surprise by the force and form of his attacks. 

That the defensive in an especial manner enjo}^ the 
assistance which ground affords is plain in itself ; as to 
what concerns the advantage which the defensive has in 
surprising by the force and form of his attacks, that 
results from the offensive being obliged to approach by 
roads and paths where he may be easily observed, whilst 
the defensive conceals his position, and, until almost the 
decisive moment, remains invisible to his opponent.—^ 
Since the true method of defence has been adopted, 
reconnaissances have gone quite out of fashion,* that is 
to say, they have" become impossible. Certainly recon- 
naissances are still made at times, but they seldom 
bring home much with them. Immense as is the advan- * 
tage of being able to examine well a position, and become 
perfectly acquainted with it before a battle, plain as it 
is that he (the defender) who lies in wait near such a 
chosen position call much more easily effect a surprise 
than his adversary, yet stiff to this very hour the old 
notion is not exploded that a battle which is accepted 
is half lost. This comes from the old kind of defensive 
practised twenty years ago, and partly also in the Seven 
Years’ War, when the only assistance expected from the 

* This is positive proof that Clausewitz had not realised the central 
prinaple of Napoleon’s “ I\J[an oeuvre pour la batta:|^,les ” in which the 
engagement of the advance guard not only reconnoitred but held 
the enemy’s will-power. — Ed. 
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ground was that it should be difficult of approach in 
front (by steep mountain) slopes, &c., &c,), when the 
little depth of the positior;? and the difficulty of moving 
the flanks produced^ such weakness that the Armies 
dodged one another from one hill to another, which 
increased the evil. If some kind of support were found 
on which to rest the wings, then all depended on pre- 
venting the Army stretched ^ong between tese points, 
like a piece of work on an embroidery frame, from being 
broken through at any point. The ground occuped ^' 
possessed a direct value at every point, and therefore a 
direct defence was required everywhere. Under such 
circumstances, the idea of making a movement or 
attempting a surprise during the battle could not be 
entertained ; it was the exact reverse of what con- 
stitutes a good defence, and of that which the defence 
has actually become in modem Warfare. 

In reality, contempt for the defensive has always been 
the result of some particular method of defence having 
become worn out (outlived its period) ; and this was 
just the case with the method we have now mentioned, 
for in times antecedent to the period we refer to, that 
very method was superior to the offensive. 

If we go through the progressive development of the 
modem Art of War, we find that at the commencement 
— that is the Thirty Years’ War and the War of the 
Spanish Succession — the deployment ^nd drawing up of 
the Army in array, was onb of the great leading points 
connected with the battle. It was the most important 
part of the plan of the battle. This gave the defensive, 
as a mle, a great advantage, as he was already drawn up 
and deployed before the attack could commence. As 
soon as the troops acquired greater capability of ma- 
noeuvring, thii» advantage ceased and ttfe superiority 
passed over to the side of the offensive for a time. Then 
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the defensive sought shelter b^ind rivers or deep valleys, 
or on high land. The defmsive thus recovered the 
advantage, and continued to maintain it until the offen- 
sive acquired such increased mobility and expertness in 
manoeuvring that he himself could venture into broken 
ground and attack in separate columns, and therefore 
became able "to turn his adversary. This led to a gradual 
increase id the length of^ positions, in consequence of 
which, no doubt, it occurred to the offensive to concen- 
trate at a few points, and break through the enemy’s 
thin line.* The offensive thus, for a third time, gained 
the ascendency, and the defence was again obliged to 
alter its S5rstem. This it has done in recent Wars by 
keeping its forces concentrated in large masses, the 
greater part not deployed, and, where possible, con- 
cealed, thus merely taking up a position in readiness to 
act according to the measures of the enemy as soon as 
they are sufficiently revealed. 

This does not preclude a partially passive defence of 
the ground ; its advantage is too great for it not to be 
used a hundred tifnes in a campaign. But that kind of 
passive defence of the ground is usually no longer the 
principal affair : that is what we have to do with here. 

If the offensive should discover some new and powerful 
element which it can bring to its assistance — an event 
not very probable, seeing the point of simplicity and 
natural order to Which all is now brought — then the 
defence must again alter its method. But the defensive 
is always certain of the assistance of ground, which 
ensures to it in general its natural superiority, as the 
special properties of country and ground exercise a 
greater influence than ever on actual Warfare. 

♦ Both in the American Civil War and in the campaigns against 
the Boers this whole cycle of extension over extensiSi^^ and penetration 
was run through in a couple of years. 
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CHAPTER 5 II 

THE RELATIONS OF THE OFFENSIVE AND 
DEFENSIVE TO EACH OTHER IN STRATEGY 

Let us ask again, first of all, what are the cirffumstancea 
which ensure a successful result in Strategy ? 

In Strategy there is no victory, as we have before said. 
On the one hand, the strategic success is the successful 
preparation of the tactical victory ; the greater this 
strategic success, the more probable becomes the victory 
in the battle. On the other hand, strategic success lies 
in the making use of the victory gained. The more 
events the strategic combinations can in the sequel 
include in the consequences of a battle gained, the more 
Strategy can lay hands on amongst the wreck of all that 
has been shaken to the foundation by the battle, the 
more it sweeps up in great masses what of necessity has 
been gained with great labour by many single hands in 
the battle, the grander will be its success. Those things 
which chiefly lead to this success, or at least facilitate it, 
consequently the leading principles of efficient action in 
Strategy, are as follow : — 

1. The advantage of ground. 

2. The surprise, let it be either in the form of an actual 
attack by surprise or by the unexpected display of large 
forces at certain points, 

3. The attack from several quarters (all three, as in 
tactics). 

4. The assistance of the theatre of War by fortresses, 
and everything belonging to them. 

5. The suppifrt of the people. » 

6. The utilisation of great moral forces. 
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Now, what are the relations of offensive and defensive 
with respect to these things ? 

The Defender has the advantage of ground ; the 
Assailant that of the arttack by surprise in Strategy, as 
in tactics. But respecting the surprise, we must observe 
that it is infinitely more efficacious and important in the 
former than' in the latter. In tactics, a surprise seldom 
rises to the level of a great victory, while in Strategy it 
often finishes the war at one stroke. But at the same 
time we must observe that the advantageous use of this 
means supposes some great and uncommon, as well as 
decisive error committed by the adversary, therefore it 
does not alter the balance much in favour of the offensive. 

The surprise of the enemy, by placing superior forces 
in position at certain points, has again a great resemblance 
to the analogous case m tactics. Were the defensive 
compelled to distribute his forces upon several points of 
approach to his theatre of War, then the offensive would 
have plainly the advantage of being able to fall upon 
one point with all his weight. But here also, the new 
art of acting on the defensive by a different mode of 
proceeding has imperceptibly brought about new prin- 
ciples. If the defender does not apprehend that the 
enemy, by making use of an undefended road, will throw 
himself upon some important magazine or dep6t, or on 
some unprepared fortification, or on the capital itself, — 
and if he is not reduced to the alternative of opposing 
the enemy on the road he has chosen, or of having his 
retreat cut off, then there are no peremptory groimds 
for dividing his forces ; for if the offensive chooses a 
different road from that on which the defensive is to be 
foimd, then some days later the latter can march against 
his opponent with his whole force upon the road he has 
chosen ; besides, he may at the same time, in most cases, 
rest satisfied that the offensive will do him the honour 
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to seek him out.* — If the offensive is obliged to advance 
with his forces divided, which is often unavoidable on 
account of subsistence, then plainly the defensive has 
the advantage on his, side of beiftg able to fall in force 
upon a fraction of the enemy. 

Attacks in flank and rear, which in Strategy mean on 
the sides and reverse of the theatre of War, are of a very 
different nature to attacks so called in tactics. * 

0 

ist. There is no bringing the enemy under two fires, 
because we cannot fire from one end of a theatre of War 
to the other. 

2nd. The apprehension of losing the line of retreat is 
very much less, for the spaces in Strategy are so great 
that they cannot be barred as in tactics. 

3rd. In Strategy, on account of the extent of space 
embraced, the efficacy of interior, that is of shorter lines, 
is much greater, and this forms a great safeguard against 
attacks from several directions. 

4th. A new principle makes its appearance in the 
sensibility, which is felt as to lines of communication, 
that is in the effect which is produced* by merely inter- 
rupting them. 

Now it confessedly lies in the nature of things, that on 
account of the greater spaces in Strategy, the enveloping 
attack, or the attack from several sides, as a rule is only 
possible for the side which has the initiative, that is the 
offensive, and that the defensive is nothin a condition, as 
he is in tactics, in the course of the action, to turn the 
tables on the enemy by surrounding him, because he has 
it not in his power either to draw up his forces with the 
necessary depth relatively, or to conceal them suffi- 
ciently : but then, of what use is the facility of en- 

♦ This is exactly ^jvhat Napoleon did not ^o either at^ena or Fried- 
land. By threatening an important point* he compellea his adversary 
to interpose to protect it, — Ed. 
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veloping to the offensive, if its advantages are not 
forthcoming ? We could not therefore bring forward 
the enveloping attack in Strategy as a principle of victory 
in general, if its influeftce on the lines of communication 
did not come into consideration. But this factor is 
seldom great at the first moment, when attack and 
defence first meet, and while they are still opposed to 
each other in their original position ; it only becomes 
great as a campaign advances, when the offensive in the 
enemy’s country is by degrees brought into the condition 
of defensive ; then the lines of communication of this 
new party acting on the defensive, become weak, and 
the party originally on the defensive, in assuming the 
offensive can derive advantage from this weakness. But 
who does not see that this casual superiority of the 
attack is not to be carried to the credit of the offensive 
in general, for it is in reality created out of the superior 
relations of the defensive. 

The fourth principle, the Assistance of the Theatre of 
War, is naturally an advantage on the side of the defen- 
sive. If the attacking Army opens the campaign, it 
breaks away from its own theatre, and is thus weakened, ^ 
that is, it leaves fortresses and dep6ts of all kinds behind 
it. The greater the sphere of operations which must be 
traversed, the more it will be weakened (by marches and 
garrisons) ; the Army on the defensive continues to keep 
up its connection with everything, that is, it enjoys the 
support of its fortresses, is not weakened in any way, 
and is near to its sources of supply. 

The support of the population as a fifth principle is not 
realised in every defence, for a defensive campaign may 
be carried on in the enemy’s coimtry, but still this prin- 
ciple is only derived from the idea of the defensive, and 
applies to it in the<majority of cases. 'Besides by this 
is meant chiefly, although not exclusively, the effect of 
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calling out the last reserves, and even of a national 
armament, the result of which is that all friction is 
diminished, and that all resoiurces are sooner forth- 
coming and flow in more abimdantly. 

The campaign of 1812, gives as it were in a magni- 
fying glass a very clear illustration of the oflect of the 
means specified under principle? 3 and 4. 500^000 men 
passed the Niemen, 120,000 fought at Borodino, antJ 
much fewer arrived at Moscow. 

We may say that the effect itself of this stupendous 
attempt was so disastrous that even if the Russians had 
not assumed any offensive at all, they would still have 
been secure from any fresh attempt at invasion for a 
considerable time. It is true that with the exception 
of Sweden there is no country in Europe which is 
situated hke Russia, but the efficient principle is alwa}^ 
the same, the only distinction being in the greater or less 
degree of its strength. 

If we add to the fourth and fifth principles, the con- 
sideration that these forces of the defe^nsive belong to 
the original defensive, that is the defensive carried on in 
our own soil, and that they are much weaker if the 
defence takes place in an enemy’s country and is mixed 
up with an offensive undertaking, then from that there 
is a new disadvantage for the offensive, much the same 
as above, in respect to the third principle ; for the 
offensive is just as little copiposed entirely of active 
elements, as the defensive of mere warding off blows ; 
indeed every attack which does not lead directly to 
peace must inevitably end in the defensive. 

Now, if all defensive elements which are brought into 
use in the attack are weakened by its nature, that is by 
belonging to the attack, then this must alsp be con- 
sidered as a geneAl disadvantage of-tJie offensive. 

This is far from being an idle piece of logical refine- 
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ment, on the contrary we should rather say that in it 
lies the chief disadvantage of the offensive in general, 
and therefore from the very commencement of, as well 
as throughout every combination »for a strategic attack, 
most particular attention ought to be directed to this 
point, that, is to the defensive, which may follow, as we 
shall see^ore plainly whfn we come to the book on plans 
of campaigns. 

The great moral forces which at times saturate the 
being of War, as it were with a leaven of their own, 
which therefore the Commander in certain cases can use 
to assist the other means at his disposal, are to be 
supposed as much on the side of the defensive as of the 
offensive ; at least those which are more especially in 
favour of the attack, such as confusion and disorder in 
the enemy’s ranks — do not generally appear until after 
the decisive stroke is given, and consequently seldom 
contribute beforehand to produce that result. f 

We think we have now sufficiently established our 
proposition, ths^t the defensive is a stronger form of war 
than the offensive ; * but there still remains to be men- 
tioned one small factor hitherto unnoticed. It is the higlj 
spirit, the feeling of superiority in an Army which springs ' 
from a consciousness of belonging to the attacking party. 
The thing is in itself a fact, but the feeling soon merges 
into the more general and more powerful one which is 
imparted by victory or defeat, by the talent or incapacity 
of the General. 


♦ Nowadays the fact that the defender in his own country has 
control over his railways may add enormously to his power. Thus in 
England it would be possible to transfer 200,000 men in twenty-four 
hours from Scotland to the South or vtce versd with ease. — E d. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONVERGENCE *0F ATTACK AND DIVER- 
GENCE OF DEFENCE 

These two conceptions, these forms in the use of offen- 
sive and defensive, appear so frequently in th^eory and 
reality, that the imagination is involuntarily disposed fo 
look upon them as intrinsic forms, necessary to attack 
and defence, which, however, is not really the case, as 
the smallest reflection will show. We take the earliest 
opportunity of examining them, that we may obtain 
once for all clear ideas respecting them, and that, in 
proceeding with our consideration of the relations of 
attack and defence, we may be able to set these con- 
ceptions aside altogether, and not have our attention for 
ever distracted by the appearance of advantage and the 
reverse which they cast upon things. We treat them 
here as pure abstractions, extract the conception of 
them like an essence, and reserve our* remarks on the 
part which it has in actual things for a future time. 

The defending party, both in tactics and in Strategy, 
is supposed to be waiting in expectation, therefore stand- 
ing, whilst the assailant is imagined to be in movement, 
and in movement expressly directed against that standing 
adversary. It follows from this, necessarily, that turn- 
ing and enveloping is at the option of the assailant only, 
that is to say, as long as his movement and the immo- 
bility of the defensive continue. This freedom of choice 
of the mode of attack, whether it shall be convergent or 
not, according as it shall appear advantageous or other- 
wise, ought to be reckoned as an advantage to the 
offensive in general. But this cteice is free only in 
tactics; it is not always allowed in Strategy. In the 
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first, the points on which the wings rest are hardly ever 
absolutely secure ; but they are very frequently so in 
Strategy, as when the front to be defended stretches in 
a straight line from 6ne sea to ,Bnother, or from one 
neutral territory to another. In such cases, the attack 
cannot be made in a convergent form, and the liberty of 
choice is limited. It is limited in a still more embar- 
rassing nJanner if the assailant is obliged to operate by 
converging lines. Russia and France cannot attack 
Germany in any other way than by converging lines ; 
therefore they cannot attack with their forces united. 
Now if we assume as granted that the concentric form 
in the action of forces in the majonty of cases is the 
weaker form, then the advantage which the assailant 
possesses in the greater freedom of choice may probably 
be completely outweighed by the disadvantage, in other 
cases, of being compelled to make use of the weaker 
form. 

We proceed to examine more closely the action of 
these forms, both in tactics and m Strategy. 

It has been considered one of the chief advantages of 
giving a concentric direction to forces, that is, operating 
from the circumference of a circle towards the centre,* 
that the further the forces advance, the nearer they 
approach to each other ; the fact is true, but the 
supposed advantage is not ; for the tendency to union 
is going on equcJly on both sides ; consequently, the 
equilibrium is not disturbed. It is the same in the dis- 
persion of force by eccentric movements. 

But another and a real advantage is, that forces 
operating on converging lines direct their action towards 
a common point, those operating on diverging lines do 
not. — Now what are the effects of the action in the two 
cases ? Here we must separate tactics from strategy. 

We shall not push the analysis too far, and therefore 
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confine ourselves to the following points as the advan- 
tages of the action in tactics. 

1. A cross fire, or, at least, an increased effect of fire, 
as soon as all is brought wdthin a certain range. 

2. Attack of one and the same point from several sides. 

3. The cutting off the retreat. 

The interception of a retreat may be also conceived 
strategically, but then it is ptainly much moiie difficult, 
because great spaces are not easily blocked. The attack 
upon one and the same body from several quarters is 
generally more effectual and decisive, the smaller this 
body is, the nearer it approaches to the lowest limit — 
that of a single combatant. An Army can easily give 
battle on several sides, a Division less easily, a battalion 
only when formed in mass, a single man not at all. Now 
Strategy, in its province, deals with large masses of men, 
extensive spaces and considerable duration of time ; 
with tactics, it is the reverse. From this follows that 
the attack from several sides in Strategy cannot have 
the same results as in tactics. 

The effect of fire does not come within the scope of 
Strategy; but in its place there is something else. It 
is that tottering of the base which every Army feels 
when there is a victorious enemy in its rear, whether 
near or far off. 

It is, therefore, certain that the concentric action of 
forces has an advantage in this way, •that the action or 
effect against a is at the ssftne time one against ft, with- 
out its force against a being diminished, and that the 
action against h is likewise action against a. The whole, 
therefore, is not a +6, but something more; and this 
advantage is produced both in tactics and Strategy, 
although somewhat differently in each, 
f Now what i% there in the eccentric or divergent action 
of forces to oppose to this advantage ? Plainly the 
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advantage of having the forces in greater proximity to 
each other, and the moving on interior lines. It is un- 
necessary to demonstrate how this can become such a 
multiplier of forces that the assailant cannot encounter 
the advantage it gives his opponent unless he has a great 
superiority of force. — When once the defensive has 
adopted the* principle of movement (movement which 
certainly Commences later “than that of the assailant, but 
still time enough to break the chains of paralysing in- 
action), then this advantage of greater concentration and 
the interior lines tends much more decisively, and in 
most cases more effectually, towards victory than the 
concentric form of the attack. But victory must pre- 
cede the realisation of this superiority ; we must conquer 
before we can think of cutting off an enemy’s retreat. 
In short, we see that there is here a relation similar to 
that which exists between attack and defence generally ; 
the concentric form leads to brilliant results, the advan-^^ 
tages of the eccentric are more secure : the former is the 
weaker form with the positive object ; the latter, the 
stronger form with the negative object. In this way 
these two forms seem to us to be brought nearly to an 
even balance. Now if we add to this that the defence, 
not being always absolute, is also not alwa3rs precluded 
from using its forces on converging lines, we have no 
longer a right to believe that this converging form is 
alone sufficient to. ensure to the offensive a superiority 
over the defensive universall;^, and thus we set ourselves 
free from the influence which that opinion usually exer- 
cises over the judgment, whenever there is an opportunity. 

What has been said up to the present, relates to both 
tactics and Strategy; we have still a most important 
point to bring forward, which applies to Strategy only. 
The advantage of interior Unes increases* with the dis- 
tances to which these lines relate. In distances of a few 
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thousand yards, or a couple of miles, the time which is 
gained, cannot of course be as much as in distances of 
several days’ march, or indeed, of one hundred or one 
hundred and fifty miles ; the first, that is, the small dis- 
tances, concerns tactics, the greater ones belong to Strategy, 
But, although we certainly require more time to reach an 
object in Strategy, than in tactics, and an A*rmy is not so 
quickly defeated as a battalTon, still, these f»eriods of 
time in Strategy can only increase up to a certain poiat ; 
that is, they can only last until a battle takes place, or, 
perhaps, over and above that, for a few days during 
which a battle may be avoided without serious loss. 
Further, there is a much greater difference in the real 
start in advance, which is gained in one case, as com- 
pared with the other. Owing to the insignificance of the 
distances in tactics, the movements of one Army in a 
battle take place almost in sight of the other ; the 
Army, therefore, on the exterior line, will generally very 
soon be made aware of what his adversary is doing. 
From the long distances, with which Strategy has to 
deal, it very seldom happens that the»movement of one 
Army is not concealed from the other for at least a day, 
and there are numerous instances, m which especially if 
the movement is only partial, such as a considerable 
detachment, that it remains secret for weeks. — It is easy 
to see, what a great advantage this power of concealing 
movements must be to that party,. who through the 
nature of his position has rehson to desire it most. 

We here close our considerations on the convergent 
and divergent use of forces, and the relation of those 
forms to attack and defence, proposing to return to the 
subject at another time. 
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CHAPTER V 

CHARACTER OF* STRATEGIC DEFENSIVE 

We have already explained what the defensive is gene- 
rally, namely, nothing more than a stronger form of 
carrying oTh War (page 1333, by means of which we endea- 
voKr to wrest a victory, in order, after having gained a 
superiority, to pass over to the offensive, that is to the 
positive object of War. 

Even if the intention of a War is only the maintenance 
of the existing situation of things, the status quo, still a 
mere parrying of a blow is something quite contradictory 
to the conception of the term War, because the conduct 
of War is unquestionably no mere state of endurance. 
If the defender has obtained an important advantage, 
then the defensive form has done its part, and under the , 
protection of this success he must give back the blow, 
otherwise he exposes himself to certain destruction ; 
common sense points out that iron should be struck 
while it is hot, that we should use the advantage gained 
to guard against a second attack. How, when, and where 
this reaction shall commence is subject certainly to a 
number of other conditions, which we can only explain 
hereafter. For the present we keep to this, that we 
must always consider this transition to an offensive 
return as a natural tendency of the defensive, therefore 
as an essential element of the same, and alwa}^ conclude 
that there is something wrong in the management of a 
War when a victory gained through the defensive form 
is not turned to good account in any manner, but allowed 
to wither away. 

A swift and vigorops assumption of the offensive — 
the flashing sword of vengeance — is the most brilliant 



point in the defensive ; he who does not at once 
of it at the right moment, or rather he who does not 
from the first include this transition in his idea of the 
defensive will nevei; understand the suj)eriority of the 
defensive as a form of War ; he will be for ever thinking 
only of the means which will be consumed by the enemy 
and gained by ourselves through the offensive, which 
means however depend not bn tying the krfbt, but on 
untpng it. Further, it is a stupid confusion of ideas V, 
under the term offensive, we alwa)^ understand suddeu 
attack or surprise, and consequently under defensive 
imagine nothing but embarrassment and confusion. 

It is true that a conqueror makes his determination to 
go to War sooner than the unconscious defender, and if 
he knows how to keep his measures properly secret, he 
may also perhaps take the defender unawares ; but 
that is a thing quite foreign to War itself, for it should 
not be so. War actually takes place more for the 
defensive than for the conqueror, for invasion only calls 
forth resistance, and it is not imtil there is resistance 
that there is War. A conqueror is ‘always a lover of 
peace (as Buonaparte alwa}^ asserted of himself) ; he 
would like to make his entry into our State unopposed ; 
in order to prevent this, we must choose War, and there- 
fore also make preparations, that is in other words, it 
is just the weak, or that side which must defend itself, 
which should be always armed in order not to be taken 
by surprise ; so it is willed*by the Art of War. 

The appearance of one side sooner than the other in 
the theatre of War depends, besides, in most cases on 
things quite different from a view to offensive or de- 
fensive. But although a view to one or other of these 
forms is not the cause, it is often the result of this priority 
of appearance. Whoever is fi^t ready will on that 
account go to work offensively, if the advantage of sur- 
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prise is sufficiently great to make it expedient ; and the 
party who is the last to be ready can only then in some 
measure compensate for the disadvantage which threatens 
him by the advantages cJf the defensive. 

At the same time, it must be looked upon in general 
as an advantage for the offensive, that he can make 
that good usfe of being the first in the field which has 
been notictd in the third book ; only this general advan- 
tage is not an absolute necessity in every case. 

If, therefore, we imagine to ourselves a defensive, such 
as it should be, we must suppose it with every possible 
preparation of all means, with an Army fit for, and 
inured to. War, with a General who does not wait for 
his adversary with anxiety from an embarrassing feehng 
of uncertainty, but from his own free choice, with cool 
presence of mind, with fortresses which do not dread a 
siege, and lastly, with a loyal people who fear the enemy 
as little as he fears them. With such attributes the^ 
defensive will act no such contemptible part in opposi- 
tion to the offensive, and the latter will not appear such 
an easy and certain form of War, as it does in the gloomy 
imaginations of those who can only see in the offensive^ 
courage, strength of will, and energy ; in the defensive, 
helplessness and apathy. 


CHAPTER VI 

EXTENT OF THE MEANS OF DEFENCE 

We have shown in the second and third chapters of this 
book how the defence has a natural advantage in the 
employment of those thin^, which, — irrespective of the 
absolute strength and qualities of the combatant force, — 
influence the tactical as well as the strategic result, 
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namely, the advantage of ground, sudden attack, attack 
from several directions (converging form of attack), the 
assistance of the theatre of War, support of the people, 
and the utilising great moral fo/ces. We think it useful 
now to cast again a glance over the extent of the means 
which are at command of the defensive in particrilar, 
and which are to be regarded as the columns of the 
different orders of architecture in his edifice. * 

I. LANDWEHR. 

This force has been used in modem times to combat 
the enemy on foreign soil ; and it is not to be denied 
that its organisation in many states, for instance in 
Pmssia, is of such a kind, that it may almost be regarded 
as part of the standing Army, therefore it does not belong 
to the defensive exclusively. At the same time, we must 
not overlook the fact, that the very great use made of 
it in 1813-14-15 was the result of defensive War ; that 
it is organised in very few places to the same degree as 
in Prussia, and in so far as its organisation falls below 
the level of complete efficiency, it & better suited for 
the defensive than for the offensive. But besides that, 
there always lies in the idea of a “ Landwehr ” the notion 
of a very extensive more or less voluntary co-operation 
of the whole mass of the people in support of the War, 
with all their physical powers, as well as with their 
feelings, and a ready sacrifice of all* they possess. The 
more its organisation deviates from this, so much the 
more the force thus created will become a standing Army 
under another name, and the more it will have the 
advantages of such a force ; but it will also lose in pro- 
portion the advantages which belong properly to a 

* “ Landweh^” means literally ** landguard," and consists essenti- 

ally of all men who have passed througii the ranks of the Army and 
its Reserve, and are still under forty-five years of age. — E d. 
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patriotic levy, viz., those of being a force, the limits of 
which are imdehned, and capable of being easily in- 
creased by appealing to the feelings and patriotism of 
the people. In these things lies the ‘essence of a militia ; 
in its organisation, latitude must be allowed for this 
co-operation of the whole people ; if we seek to obtain 
something extraordinary from a militia, we are only 
following a shadow. 

Tlie close relationship between this essence of a militia 
system, and the conception of the defensive, it not to 
be denied, neither can it be denied that such a militia 
will always belong more to the defensive form than to 
the offensive, and that it will manifest chiefly in the 
defensive, those effects through which it surpasses the 
attack. 


2. FORTRESSES. 

The assistance afforded by fortresses to the offensive 
does not extend beyond what is given by those close 
upon the frontiers, and is only feeble in influence ; the 
assistance which Ihe defensive can derive from this 
reaches further into the heart of the country, and there- 
fore more of them can be brought into use, and their 
utility itself differs m the degree of its intensity. A 
fortress which is made the object of a regular siege, and 
holds out, is naturally of more weight in the scales of 
War, than one which by the strength of its works merely 
forbids the idea of its capture, and therefore neither 
occupies nor consumes any of the enemy’s forces. 


3. THE PEOPLE. 

Although the influence of a single inhabitant of the 
theatre of War on the *ourse of the war in*mdst cases is 
not more perceptible than the co-operation of a drop of 
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water in a whole river, still even in cases where there is 
no such thing as a general rising of the people, the total 
influence ( f the inhabitants of a copntry in War Is any- 
thing but imperceptible. Every *thing goes on easier in 
our own country, provided it is not opposed by the 
general feeling of the population. All contributions, 
great and small, are only yielded to the enemy piider the 
compulsion of direct force that operation^ must be 
undertaken by the troops, and cost the employmenf of 
many men as well as great exertions. The defensive 
receives all he wants, if not always voluntarily, as in 
cases of enthusiastic devotion, still through the long-used 
channels of submission to the State on the part of the 
citizens, which has become second nature, and which 
besides that, is enforced by the terrors of the law, with 
which the Army has nothing to do. But the spontaneous 
co-operation of the people, proceeding from true attach- 
ment, is in all cases most important, as it never fails in 
all those points where service can be rendered without 
any sacrifice. We shall only notice one point, which is 
of the highest importance in War, tlfat is intelligence, 
not so much special, great, and important information 
through persons employed, as that respecting the in- 
numerable little matters in connection with which 
the daily service of an Army is carried on in uncer- 
tainty, and with regard to which a good understanding 
with the inhabitants gives the defensive a general 
advantage. 

If we ascend from this quite general and never failing 
beneficial influence, up to special cases in which the 
populace begins to take part in the War, and then 
further up to the highest oegree, where as in Spain, the 
War, as regards its leading events, is chiefly a War carried 
on by the peoffle themselves, we ijiay see that we have 
here virtually a new power rather than a manifestation 
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t)f increased co-operation on the part of the people, and 
therefore that — 


4. THE NATIONAL ARMAMENT, 

or general call to arms, may be considered as a particular 
means of defence. 


^ 5. lALLIES. 

STinally, we may further reckon allies as the last sup- 
port of the defensive. Naturally we do not mean ordi- 
nary allies, which the assailant may likewise have ; we 
speak of those essentially interested in maintaining the 
integrity of the country. If for instance we look at the 
various States composing Europe at the present time, we 
find (without speaking of a systematically regulated 
balance of power and interests, as that does not exist, 
and therefore is often with justice disputed) that the 
great and small States and interests of nations are inter- 
woven with each other in a most diversified and change- 
able manner, each of these points of intersection forming 
a binding knot, for in it the direction of the one gives 
equilibrium to the direction of the other ; by aU these 
knots therefore, evidently a more or less compact con- 
nection of the whole will be formed, and this general 
connection must be partially overturned by every change. 
In this manner the whole relations of all States to each 
other serve rather to preserve the stability of the whole 
than to produce changes, that is to say, this tendency to 
stability exists in general. 

This we conceive to be the true notion of a balance of 
power, and in this sense it will always of itself come into 
existence, wherever there are extensive connections be- 
tween civilised States. 

How far this tend^cy of the general ^interests to the 
maintenance of the existing state of things is efficient is 
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another question ; at all events we can conceive some 
changes in the relations of single States to each other, 
which promote this efficiency of the whole, and others 
which obstruct it. In the first ^ase they are efforts to 
perfect the political balance, and as these have the same 
tendency as the universal interests, they will also be sup- 
ported by the majority of these interests. But in the 
other case, they are of an abnomal nature, undue activity 
on the part of some single States, real maladies ; still that 
these should make their appearance in a whole with so 
little cohesion as an assemblage of great and little States 
is not to be wondered at, for we see the same in that 
marvellously organised whole, the natural world. 

If in answer we are reminded of instances in history 
where single States have effected important changes, 
solely for their own benefit, without any effort on the part 
of the whole to prevent the same, or cases where a single 
State has been able to raise itself so much above others 
as to become almost the arbiter of the whole, — then our 
answer is that these examples by no means prove that a 
tendency of the interests of the whole in favour of stability 
does not exist, they only show that its action was not 
powerful enough at the moment. The effort towards an 
object is a different thing from the motion towards it. 
At the same time it is anything but a nullity, of which 
we have the best exemplification in the dynamics of the 
heavens. • 

We say, the tendency of equilibrium is to the main- 
tenance of the existing state, whereby we certainly assume 
that rest, that is equilibrium, existed in this state ; for 
where that has been already disturbed, tension has already 
commenced, and there the equilibrium may certainly also 
tend to a change. But if we look to the nature of the 
thing, this chafige can only affecf some few separate 
States, never the majority, and therefore it is certain that 
VOL, ii. L 
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the preservation of the latter is supported and secured 
through the collective interests of the whole — certain also 
that each single State which has not against it a tension 
of the whole will have mire interest in favour of its defence 
than opposition to it. 

Whoever laughs at these reflections as utopian dreams, 
does so at the expense of philosophical truth. Although 
we may team from it the relations which the essential 
elements of things bear to each other, it would be rash 
to attempt to deduce laws from the same by which each 
individual case should be governed without regard to 
any accidental disturbing influences. But when a person, 
in the words of a great writer, “ never rises above aneciote^'* 
builds all history on it, begins always with the most 
individual points, with the climaxes of events, and only 
goes down just so deep as he finds a motive for doing, 
and therefore never reaches to the lowest foundation of 
the predominant general relations, his opinion will never 
have any value beyond the one case, and to him, that 
which philosophy proves to be applicable to cases in 
general, will only appear a dream. 

Without that general striving for rest and the main-^ 
tenance of the existing condition of things, a number of 
civilised States could not long live quietly side by side ; 
they must necessarily become fused into one. Therefore, 
as Europe has existed in its present state for more than a 
thousand years, we can only regard the fact as a result 
of that tendency of the colfective interests ; and if the 
protection afforded by the whole has not in every instance 
proved strong enough to preserve the independence of 
each individual State, such exceptions are to be regarded 
as irregularities in the life of the whole, which have not 
destroyed that life, but have themselves been mastered 
by it. ^ w 

It would be superfluous to go over the mass of events 
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in which changes which would have disturbed the balance 
too much have been prevented or reversed by the op- 
position more or less openly declared of other States. 
They will be seen by the most cursory giance at history 
We only wish to say a few words about a case which is 
always on the lips of those who ridicule the idea of a 
political balance, and because it appears sp^p^lly ap- 
plicable here as a case in which an unoffending State, 
acting on the defensive, succumbed without receiving 
any foreign aid. We allude to Poland. That a State of 
eight millions of inhabitants should disappear, should be 
divided amongst three others without a sword being drawn 
by any of the rest of the European States, appears, at 
first sight, a fact which either proves conclusively the 
general inefficiency of the political balance, or at least 
shows that it is inefficient to a very great extent in some 
instances. That a State of such extent should disappear, 
a prey to others, and those already the most powerful 
(Russia and Austria), appears such a very extreme case 
that it will be said, if an event of this description could 
not rouse the collective interests of alf free States, then 
the efficient action which this collective interest should 
display for the benefit of individual States is imaginary. 
But we still maintain that a single case, however striking, 
does not negative the general truth, and we assert next 
that the downfall of Poland is also not so unaccountable 
as may at first sight appear. Was Poland really to be 
regarded as a European State, as a homogeneous member 
of the community of nations in Europe ? No ! It was 
a Tartar State, which instead of being located, like the 
Tartars of the Crimea, on the Black Sea, on the confines 
of the territory inhabited by the European community, 
had its habitation in the midst of that community on 
the Vistula. We neither desire by this to speak dis- 
respectfully of the Poles, nor to justify the partition of 
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liieir country, but only to look at things as they reafly 
are. For a hundred years this country had ceased to 
play any independent part in European politics, and had 
been only an apple of discord for the others. It was im- 
possible that for a continuance it could maintain itself 
amongst the others with its state and constitution un- 
altered : ^n essential alteration in its Tartar nature would 
have been the work of not less than half, perhaps a whole 
cenfhiy, supposing the chief men of that nation had been 
in favour of it. But these men were far too thorough 
Tartars to wish any such change. Their turbulent politi- 
cal condition, and their unbounded levity went hand in 
hand, and so they tumbled into the abyss. Long before 
the partition of Poland the Russians had become quite 
at home there, the idea of its being an independent State, 
with boundaries of its own, had ceased, and nothing is 
more certain than that Poland, if it had not been parti- 
tioned, must have become a Russian province. If this ^ 
had not been so, and if Poland had been a State capable 
of making a defence, the three Powers would not so readily 
have proceeded to its partition, and those Powers most 
interested in maintaining its integrity, like France, Sweden, # 
and Turkey, would have been able to co-operate in a very 
different manner towards its preservation. But if the 
maintenance of a State is entirely dependent on external 
support, then certainly too much is asked. 

The partition of Poland h^d been talked of frequently 
for a hundred years, and for that time the country had 
been not like a. private house, but like a public road, on 
which foreign armies were constantly jostling one another. 
Was it the business of other States to put a stop to this ; 
were they constantly to keep the sword drawn to preserve 
the political inviolability of the Polish frontier ? That 
would have been t^ demand a moral impossibility. 
Poland was at this time politically little better than an 
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uninhabited steppe ; and as it is impossible that defence- 
less steppes, l3nng in the midst of other countries should 
be guarded for ever from invasjon, therefore it was im- 
possible to preserve ‘the integrity of this State, as it was 
called. For all these reasons there is as little to cause 
wonder in the noiseless downfall of Poland as in the silent 
conquest of the Crimean Tartars ; the Turks ha^ a greater 
interest in upholding the latter than any European State 
had in preserving the independence of Poland, but^hey 
saw that it would be a vain effort to try to protect a de- ' 
fenceless steppe. — 

We return to our subject, and think we have proved 
that the defensive in general may count more on foreign 
aid than the offensive ; he may reckon the more certainly 
on it in proportion as his existence is of importance to 
others, that is to say, the sounder and more vigorous his 
political and military condition. 

Of course the subjects which have been here enumerated 
as means properly belonging to the defensive will not be 
at the command of each particular defensive. Sometimes 
one, sometimes another, may be wanting ; but they all 
belong to the idea of the defensive as a whole. 


CHAPTER VII 

MUTUAL ACTION^ AND REACTION OF 
ATTACK AND DEFENCE 

We shall now consider attack and defence separately, as 
far as they can be separated from each other. We com- 
mence with the defensive for the following reasons : — It 
is certainly very natural and necessary to base the rules 
for the defenc€f upon those of the offensive, and vice versd ; 
but one of the two must still have a third point of depar- 
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ture, if the whole chain of ideas is to have a beginning, 
that is, to be possible. The first question concerns this 
point. ^ 

If we reflect upon the commencement of War philo- 
sophically, the conception of War does not originate 
properly with the offensive, as that form has for its absolute 
object, nqt so much fighting as the taking possession of 
something. The idea of War arises fiist by the defensive, 
for that form has the battle for its direct object, as warding 
off and fighting plainly are one and the same. The ward- 
ing off is directed entirely against the attack ; therefore 
supposes it, necessarily ; but the attack is not directed 
against the warding off ; it is directed upon something 
else — the taking possession ; consequently does not pre- 
suppose the warding off. It lies, therefore, in the nature 
of things, that the party who first brings the element of 
War into action, the party from whose point of view two 
opposite parties are first conceived, also establishes the 
first laws of War, and that party is the defender. We are 
not speaking of any individual case ; we are only dealing 
with a general, an abstract case, which theory imagines 
in order to determine the course it is to take, ' 

By this we now know where to look for this fixed point, 
outside and independent of the reciprocal effect of attack 
and defence, and find that it lies in the defensive. 

If this IS a logical consequence, the defender must have 
motives of action, 'even when as yet he knows nothing of 
the intentions of the offensive ; and these motives of 
action must determine the organisation of the means of 
fighting. On the other hand, as long as the offensive 
knows nothing of the plans of his adversary, there are no 
motives of action for him, no grounds for the application 
of his military means. He can do nothing more than 
take these means along with him, that is, \;ake possession 
by means of his Army. And thus it is also in point of 
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fact ; for to carry about the apparatus of War is not to 
use it ; and the assailant who takes such things with him, 
on the quite general supposition that he may require to 
use them, and who» instead of* taking, possession of a 
country by official functionaries and proclamations, does 
so with an Army, has not as yet committed, properly 
speaking, any act of warfare ; but the defender who both 
collects his apparatus of Wa^, and disposes ol it with a 
view to fighting, is the first to exercise an act which jjeally 
accords with the conception of War. 

The second question is now : what is theoretically the 
nature of the motives which must arise in the mind of 
the defensive first, before the attack itself is thought of ? 
Plainly the advance made with a view to taking possession, 
which we have imagined extraneous to the War, but which 
is the foundation of the opening chapter. The defence 
has to oppose this advance ; therefore in idea we must 
connect this advance with the land (country) ; and thus 
arise the first most general measures of the defensive. 
When these are once estabhshed, then upon them the 
application of the offensive is founded, and from a con- 
sideration of the means which the offensive then apphes, 
new principles again of defence are derived. Now here 
is the reciprocal effect which theory can follow in its 
inquiry, as long as it finds the fresh results which are 
produced are worth examination. 

This little analysis was necessary iruorder to give more 
clearness and stability to what follows, such as it is ; it 
is not made for the field of battle, neither is it for the 
Generals of the future ; it is only for the army of theorists, 
who have made a great deal too light of the subject 
hitherto. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

K 

METHODS OF RESI^ANCE 

The conception of the defence is warding off ; in this 
warding off lies the state of expectance, and this state of 
expectance we have taken* as the chief characteristic of 
the <|efence, and at the same time as its principal ad- 
vantage. 

But as the defensive in War cannot be a state of en- 
durance, therefore this state of expectation is only a 
relative, not an absolute state ; the subjects with which 
this waiting for is connected are, as regards space, either 
the country, or the theatre of War, or the position, and, 
as regards time, the War, the campaign, or the battle. 
That these subjects are no immutable units, but only the 
centres of certain limited regions, which run into one 
another and are blended together, we know ; but m 
practical life we must often be contented only to group 
things together, n6t rigidly to separate them ; and these 
conceptions have, in the real world itself, sufficient dis-^ 
tinctness to be made use of as centres round which we 
may group other ideas. 

A defence of the country, therefore, only waits for at- 
tack on the country ; a defence of a theatre of War an 
attack on the theatre of War ; and the defence of a position 
the attack of that position. Every positive, and con- 
sequently more or less offensive, kind of action which the 
defensive uses after the above period of waiting for, does 
not negative the idea of the continuance of the defensive ; 
for the state of expectation, which is the chief sign of the 
same, and its chief advantage, has been realised. 

The conception of War, campaign, and* battle, in re- 
lation to time, are coupled respectively with the ideas of 
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country, theatre of War, and position, and on that ac- 
count they have the same relations to the prgsent subject. 

The defensive consists, therefore, of two heterogeneous 
parts, the state of expectancy and that of action. By 
having referred the first to a definite subject, and there- 
fore given it precedence of action, we have made it possible 
to connect the two into one whole. But an act of the 
defensive, especially a considerable one, such as a cam- 
paign or a whole War, does not, as regards time, cojjsist 
of two great halves, the first the state of mere expectation, 
the second entirely of a state of action ; it is a state of 
alternation between the two, in which the state of ex- 
pectation can be traced through the whole act of the 
defensive like a continuous thread. 

We give to this state of expectation so much importance 
simply because it is demanded by the nature of the thing. 
In preceding theories of War it has certainly never been 
brought forward as an independent conception, but in 
reality it has always served as a guide, although often 
unobserved. It is such a fundamental part of the whole 
act of War, that the one without the other appears almost 
impossible ; and we shall therefore often have occasion 
to recur to it hereafter by calling attention to its effects 
in the dynamic action of the powers called into play. 

For the present we shall employ ourselves in explaining 
how the principle of the state of expectation runs through 
the act of defence, and what are the successive stages in 
the defence itself which have their origin in this state. 

In order to establish our ideas on subjects of a more 
simple kind, we shall defer the defence of a country, a 
subject on which a very great diversity of political influ- 
ences exercises a powerful effect, until we come to the 
book on the Plan of War ; and as on the other hand, 
the defensive aet in a position or in a battle is matter of 
tactics, which only forms a starting-point for strategic 
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action as a whole, we shall take the defence of a theatre 
of War as bfing the subject, in which we can best show 
the relations of the defensive. 

We have said, that the state of expectation and of action 
— which last is always a counterstroke, therefore a re- 
action — are both essential parts of the defensive ; for 
without the*first, there would be no defensive, without 
the second no War. Thil view led us before to the idea 
of t^e defensive being nothing but the stronger form of 
War, in order the more certainly to conquer the enemy ; this 
idea we must adhere to throughout, partly because it alone 
saves us in the end from absurdity, partly, because the more 
vividly it is impressed on the mind, so much the greater 
is the energy it imparts to the whole act of the defensive. 

If therefore we should make a distinction between the 
reaction, constituting the second element of the defensive, 
and the other element which consists in reality m the 
repulse only of the enemy ; — if we should look at expulsion^* 
from the country, from the theatre of War, in such a hght 
as to see in it alone the necessary thing by itself, the ulti- 
mate objects be}A3nd the attainment of which our efforts 
should not be carried, and on the other hand, regard tKe 
possibility of a reaction carried still further, and passing 
into the real strategic attack, as a subject foreign to and of 
no consequence to the defence, — such a view would be 
in opposition to the nature of the idea above represented, 
and therefore we cannot look upon this distinction as 
really existing, and we must adhere to our assertion, that 
the idea of revenge must always be at the bottom of every 
defensive ; for otherwise, however much damage might 
be occasioned to the enemy, by a successful issue of the 
first reaction, there would always be a deficiency in the 
necessary balance of the dynamic relations of the attack 
and defence. 

t 

We say, then, the defensive is the more powerful form 
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of making War, in order to overcome the enemy more 
easily, and we leave to circumstances to determine whether 
this victory over the object against which the defence was 
commenced is sufficient or not. 

But as the defensive is inseparable from the idea of 
the state of expectation, that object, the defeat of the enemy , 
only exists conditionally, that is, only if the pensive 
takes place ; and otherwise ^that is, if the offensive 
stroke does not follow) of course the defensive is con- 
tented with the maintenance of its possessions ; this 
maintenance is therefore its object in the state of expecta- 
tion, that IS, its immediate object ; and it is only as long 
as it contents itself with this more modest end, that it 
preserves the advantages of the stronger form of War. 

If we suppose an Army with its theatre of War intended 
for defence, the defence may be made as follows : 

1. By attacking the enemy the moment he enters the 
theatre of War (Mollwitz, Hohenfriedberg). 

2. By taking up a position close on the frontier, and 
waiting till the enemy appears with the intention of 
attacking it, m order then to attack hifti (Czaslau, Soor, 
Rosbach). Plainly this second mode of proceeding, par- 
takes more of endurance, we “ wait for ” longer ; and 
although the time gained by it as compared with that 
gained in the first, may be very little, or none at all if 
the enemy’s attack actually takes place, still, the battle 
which in the first case was certain, is iruthe second much 
less certain, perhaps the enemy may not be able to make 
up his mind to attack ; the advantage of the “ waiting 
for,” is then at once greater. 

3. By the Army in such position not only awaiting 
the decision of the enemy to fight a battle, that is his 
appearance in front of the position, but also waiting to 
be actually assaulted (in order to keep to the history of 
the same General, — Bunzelwitz). In such case, we fight 



ON WAR 


172 


[BOOK VI. 


a regular defensive battle, whic±i however, as we have 
before said, may include offensive movements with one 
or more parts of the^Army. Here also, as before, the 
gain of time does not come into «consideration, but the 
determination of the enemy is put to a new proof ; many 
a one has advanced to the attack, and at the last moment, 
or after one attempt given it up, finding the position of 
the enemy too strong. 

ij. By the Army transferring its defence to the heart 
of the country. The object of retreating into the interior 
is to cause a diminution in the enemy’s strength, and to 
wait until its effects are such that his forward march is 
of itself discontinued, or at least until the resistance which 
we can offer him at the end of his career is such as he can 
no longer overcome. 

This case is exhibited in the simplest and plainest 
manner, when the defensive can leave one or more of his 
fortresses behind him, which the offensive is obliged to< 
besiege or blockade. It is clear in itself, how much his 
forces must be weakened in this way, and what a chance 
there is of an opportunity for the defensive to attack at 
some point with superior forces. 

But even when there are no fortresses, a retreat into 
the interior of the country may procure by degrees for the 
defender that necessary equilibrium or that superiority 
which was wanting to him on the frontier ; for every 
forward movement in the strategic attack lessens its 
force, partly absolutely, partly through the separation 
of forces which becomes necessary, of which we shall say 
more under the head of the “Attack.” We anticipate 
this truth here as we consider it as a fact sufficiently 
exemplified in all wars. 

Now in this fourth case the gain of time is to be looked 
upon as the principal point of all. If the assailant lays 
siege to our fortresses, we have time till their probable 
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fall (which may be some weeks or iA some cases months) ; 
but if the weakening, that is the expenditure, of the force 
of the attack is caused by the advance, and the garrison- 
ing or occupation oft certain points, therefore merely 
through the length of the assailant’s march, then the time 
gained in most cases becomes greater, and our actioi\is 
not so much restricted in point of time. * ^ 

Besides the altered relation^ between offensive and 
defensive in regard to power which is brought about at 
the end of this march, we must bring into account in 
favour of the defensive an increased amount of the ad- 
vantage of the state of “ waiting for.” Although the 
assailant by this advance may not in reality be weakened 
to such a degree that he is unfit to attack our main body 
where he halts, still he will probably want resolution to 
do so, for that is an act requiring more resolution in the 
position in which he is now placed, than would have 
sufficed when operations had not extended beyond the 
frontier : partly, because the powers are weakened, and 
no longer in fresh vigour, while the danger is increased ; 
partly, because with an irresolute Commander the posses- 
sion of that portion of the country which has been obtained 
is often sufficient to do away with all idea of a battle, 
because he either really believes or assumes as a pretext, 
that it is no longer necessary. By the offensive thus 
declining to attack, the defensive certainly does not ac- 
quire, as he would on the frontier, a su^icient result of a 
negative kind, but still there*" is a great gain of time. 

It is plain that, in all the four methods indicated, the 
defensive has the benefit of the ground or country, and 
likewise that he can by that means bring into co-operation 
his fortresses and the people ; moreover these efficient 
principles increase at each fresh stage of the defence, for 
they are a chiefnneans of bringing about the weakening of 
the enemy’s force in the fourth stage. Now as the ad- 
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vantages of the ‘‘ statl of expectation ” * increase in the 
same direction, therefore it follows of itself that these 
stages are to be regarded as a real intensifying of the 
defence, and that this form of War aiways gains in strength 
the more it differs from the offensive. We are not afraid 
on« this account of any one accusing us of holding the 
opinion^' that the most, passive defence would therefore 
be the best. The action of resistance is not weakened 
at each new stage, it is only delayed, postponed. But the 
assertion that a stouter resistance can be offered in a 
strong judiciously entrenched position, and also that when 
the enemy has exhausted his strength in fruitless efforts 
against such a position a more effective counterstroke 
may be levelled at him, is surely not unreasonable. With- 
out the advantage of position Daun would not have gained 
the victory at Kollin, and as Frederick the Great only 
brought off 18,000 men from the field of battle, if Daun 
had pursued him with more energy the victory might 
have been one of the most brilliant in military histoiy. 

We therefore maintain, that at each new stage of the 
defensive the prepondelance, or more correctly speaking^ 
the counterpoise increases in favour of the defensive, and 
consequently there is also a gain m power for the counter- 
stroke. 

Now are these advantages of the increasing force of 
the defensive to be had for nothing ^ By no means, for 
the sacrifice with which they are purchased increases in 
the same proportion. 

* It must be remembered that Clausewitz is here writing only of 
Strategy, and in 1830 or thereabouts. His experience also was largely 
with war trained troops not easily susceptible to attacks of nerves. 
With modem peace trained Armies within the influence of the daily 
press, to remain awaiting an attack is almost to court disaster. The 
wildest rumours circulate, and presently scouts and sentries see Armies 
behind every bush and Boers behind every kopje. For instances see 
Verdy du Vernois, " Ereignise auf die Grenze*- 1870-71.” This 
largely discounts the value^ of the secunty of railways and telegraphs 
within the defenders* temtory. — E d. 
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If we wait for the enemy witmn onr own theatre of 
War, however near the border of onr territory the decision 
takes place, still this theatre of ^ar is entered by the 
enemy, which must entail a sacrifice on our part ; whereas, 
had we made the attack, this disadvantage would have 
fallen on the enemy. If we do not proceed at onc^to 
meet the enemy and attack him, our loss* will^e*^ the 
greater, and the extent of the Country which the enemy ^ 
will overrun, as well as the time which he requires to 
reach our position, will continually increase. If we wish 
to give battle on the defensive, and we therefore leave 
its determination and the choice of time for it to the 
enemy, then perhaps he may remain for some time in 
occupation of the territory which he has taken, and the 
time which through his deferred decision we are allowed 
to gain will in that manner be paid for by us. The sacri- 
fices which must be made become still more burdensome 
if a retreat into the heart of the country takes place. 

But all these sacrifices on the part of the defensive, at 
most only occasion him in general a loss of power which 
merely diminishes his military force indirectly, therefore, 
at a later period, and not directly, and often so indirectly 
that its effect is hardly felt at all. The defensive, there- 
fore, strengthens himself for the present moment at the 
expense of the future, that is to say, he borrows, as every 
one must who is too poor for the circumstances in which 
he is placed. , 

Now, if we would examine the result of these different 
forms of resistance, we must look to the object of the 
aggression. This is, to obtain possession of our theatre 
of War, or, at least, of an important part of it, for under 
the conception of the whole, at least the greater part 
must be understood, as the possession of a strip of terri- 
tory a few milos in extent is, as a rule, of no real con- 
sequence in Strategy. As long, therefore, as the aggressor 
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our force be bas either not yet advanced to the attack 
of the theatre of War, or has not sought to find us in our 
position, or has declined the combat we offer, the object 
of the defence is fulfilled, and the effects of the measures 
taljgn foi the defensive have therefore been successful. 
At the^me’time this result is only a negative one, which 
""•certainly cannot directly ^ive the force for a real counter- 
stroke. But it may give it indirectly, that is to say, it is 
on the way to do so ; for the time which elapses the aggres- 
sion loses, and every loss of time is a disadvantage, and 
must weaken in some way the party who suffers the loss. 

Therefore in the first three stages of the defensive, 
that is, if it takes place on the frontier, the non-decision 
is already a result in favour of the defensive. 

But it is not so with the fourth. 

If the enemy lays siege to our fortresses we must relieve 
them in time, to do this we must therefore bring abouV 
the decision by positive action. 

This is Ukewise the case if the enemy follows us into 
the interior of the country without besieging any of our 
places. Certainly in this case we have more time ; we 
can wait until the enemy’s weakness is extreme, but still 
it is always an indispensable condition that we are at 
last to act. The enemy is now, perhaps, in possession of 
the whole territory which was the object of his aggression, 
but it is only lent to him ; the tension continues, and the 
decision is yet pending. As long as the defensive is gain- 
ing strength and the aggressor daily becoming weakei, 
the postponement of the decision is in the interest of the 
former : but as soon as the culminating point of this 
progressive advantage has arrived, as it must do, were 
it only by the ultimate influence of the general loss to 
which the offensive has exposed himself? it is time for 
the defender to proceed to action, and bring on a solution, 
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and the advantage of the ‘‘waitng for” may be con^ 
sidered as completely exhausted* i 

There can naturally be no poin{ of time f xed generally 
at which this happens* for it is determined by a multitude 
of circumstances and r<^lations ; but it may be observed 
that the winter is usually a natural turning poiiiL^ If 
we cannot prevent the enemy from winterin^j^m the 
territory which he has seized, t*hen, as a rule, it mustHtJ^ 
looked upon as given up* We have only, however, to call 
to mind Torres Vedras, to see that this is no general rale. 

What is now the solution generally ? 

We have always supposed it in our observations in the 
form of a battle ; but in reality, this is not necessary, for 
a number of combinations of battles with separate corps 
may be imagined, which may bring about a change of 
affairs, either because they have really ended with blood- 
shed, or because their probable result makes the retreat 
of the enemy necessary. 

Upon the theatre of War itself there can be no other 
solution ; that is a necessary consequence of our view of 
War ; for, in fact, even if an enemy’s AAny, merely from 
want of provisions, commences his retreat, still it takes 
place from the state of restraint in which our sword holds 
him ; if our Army was not in the way he would soon be 
able to provision his forces. 

Therefore, even at the end of his aggressive course* 
when the enemy is suffering the heavy penalty of his 
attack, when detachments, hunger, and sickness have 
weakened and worn him out, it is still always the dread 
of our sword which causes him to turn about, and allow 
everything to go on again as usual. But nevertheless, 
there is a great difference between such a solution and 
one which takes place on the frontier. 

In the latter ^ase our arms only^were opposed to his 

to keep him in check, or cany destruction into his ranks ; 

vox*, n, M 
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but at the end of the a|gressive career the enemy’s forces, 
by their own exertions! are half destroyed, by which our 
arms acquire a totally different value, and therefore, 
although they are the final they afe not the only means 
which have produced the solution. This destruction of 
th«;,enemy’s forces in the advance prepares the solution, 
and ni&jv do so to this extent, that the mere possibility 
reaction on our part* may cause the retreat, conse- 
quently a reversal of the situation of affairs. In this case, 
therefore, we can practically ascribe the solution to nothing 
else than the efforts made in the advance. Now, in point 
of fact we shall find no case in which the sword of the de- 
fensive has not co-operated ; but, for the practical view, 
it is important to distinguish which of the two principles 
is the predominating one. 

In this sense we think we may say that there is a double 
solution in the defensive, consequently a double kind for 
reaction, according as the aggressor is ruined by the swor€ 
of the defensive, or by his own efforts. 

That the first kind of solution predominates in the first 
three steps of tfie defence, the second in the fourth, is 
evident in itself ; and the latter will, in most cases, only 
come to pass by the retreat being carried deep into the 
heart of the country, and nothing but the prospect of 
that result can be a sufficient motive for such a retreat, 
considering the great sacrifices which it must cost. 

We have, therefore, ascertained that there are two dif- 
ferent principles of defence ; there are cases in military 
history where they each appear as separate and distinct 
as it is possible for an elementary conception to appear 
in practical life. When Frederick the Great attacked the 
Austrians at Hohenfriedberg, just as they were descend- 
ing from the Silesian mountains, their force could not 
have been weakened^in any sensible maimer by detach- 
ments or fatigue ; when, on the other hand, Wellington, 
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in his entrendied camp at Tonps Vedras, waited till 
hunger, and the severity of the weather, had reduced 
Massena’s Army to such extremiti^? that they commenced 
to retreat of themselvfcs, the sword of the defensive party 
had no share in the weakening of the enemy’s forces. 
In other cases, in which they are combined with e^h 
other in a variety of v/ays, still, one of them djji!fMtly 
predominates. This was the case in the year 1812. 
that celebrated campaign such a number of bloody en- 
counters took place as might, under other circumstances, 
have sufficed for a most complete decision by the sword ; 
nevertheless, there is hardly any campaign in which we 
can so plainly see how the aggressor may be ruined by 
his own efforts. Of the 300,000 men composing the 
French centre only about 90,000 reached Moscow ; not 
more than 13,000 were detached ; consequently there 
had been a loss of 197,000 men, and certainly not a third 
of that loss can be put to account of battles. 

All campaigns which are remarkable for temporising, 
as it is called, like those of the famous Fabius Cunctator, 
have been calculated chiefly on the destruction of the 
enemy by his own efforts. This principle has been the 
leading one in many campaigns without that point being 
almost ever mentioned ; and it is only when we disregard 
the specious reasoning of historians, and look at things 
clearly with our own eyes, that we are led to this real 
cause of many a solution. ^ % 

By this we believe we have unravelled "sufficiently those 
ideas which lie at the root of the defensive, and that in 
the two great kinds of defence we have shown plainly 
and made intelligible how the principle of the waiting 
for runs through the whole system and connects itself 
with positive action in such a manner that, sooner or 
later, action doeS take place, and that then the advantage 
of the attitude of waiting for appears to be exhausted. 
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We think, now, that n this way we have gone over and 
brought into view evem^hing comprised in the province 
of the defensive. At fhe same time, there are subjects 
of sufficient importance in themseives to form separate 
chapters, that is, points for consideration in themselves, 
ati^ these we must also study ; for example, the nature 
and ftfil^uence of fortified places, entrenched camps, de- 
of mountains and^ rivers, operations against the 
flank, &c., &c. We shall treat of them in subsequent 
chapters, but none of these things lie outside of the pre- 
ceding sequence of ideas ; they are only to be regarded 
as a closer application of it to locality and circumstances. 
That order of ideas has been deduced from the conception 
of the defensive, and from its relation to the offensive ; 
we have connected these simple ideas with reality, and 
therefore shown the way by which we may return again 
from the reality to those simple ideas, and obtain firm 
ground, and not be forced in reasoning to take refuge o<r 
points of support which themselves vanish in the air. 

But resistance by the sword may wear such an altered 
appearance, assUme such a different character, through 
the multiplicity of ways of combining battles, especially 
in cases where these are not actually realised, but become 
effectual merely through their possibility, that we might 
incline to the opinion that there must be some other 
efficient active principle still to be discovered ; between 
the sanguinary defeat in a simple battle, and the effects 
of strategic combinations which do not bring the thing 
nearly so far as actual combat, there seems such a differ- 
ence, that it is necessary to suppose some fresh force at 
work, using a method of reasoning similar to that which 
has led astronomers to conclude the existence of other 
planets from the great space between Mars and Jupiter. 

If the assailant finds the defender in k strong position 
which he thinks he cannot take, or behind a large river 



CHAP, vin.] METHODS OF RESISTANCE i8i 

which he thinks he cannot cross, pr even if he fears that 
by advancing further he will not be able to subsist his 
Army, in all these cases it is nckhing but the sword ol 
the defensive which produces the effect ; lor it is the fear 
of being conquered by this sword, either in a great battle 
or at some specially important points, which comf^eh 
the aggressor to stop, only he will either not adjirfft that 
at all, or does not admit it in a straightforward 

Now even if it is granted that, where there has been 
a decision without bloodshed, the combat merely offered, 
but not accepted, has been the ultimate cause of the 
decision, it will still be thought that in such cases the 
really effectual principle is the strategic combination of 
these combats and not their tactical decision, and that this 
superiority of the strategic combination could only have 
been thought of because there are other defensive means 
which may be considered besides an actual appeal to the 
sword. We admit this, and it brings us just to the point 
we wished to arrive at, which is as follows : if the tactical 
result of a battle must be the foundation of all strategic 
combinations, then it is always possible* and to be feared 
that the assailant may lay hold of this principle, and above 
all things direct his efforts to be superior in the hour of 
decision, in order to baffle the strategic combination ; 
and that therefore this strategic combination can never 
he regarded as something all-sufficient in itself ; that it 
only has a value when either on one ground or another 
we can look forward to the tactical solution without any 
misgivings. In order to make ourselves intelligible in a 
few words, we shall merely call to our readers’ recollec- 
tion how such a General as Buonaparte marched without 
hesitation through the whole web of his opponents’ strate- 
gic plans, to seek for the battle itself, because he had no 
doubts as to fts issue. Where, t]jerefore, Strategy had 
not directed its whole effort to ensure a preponderance 
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over him in this battle J where it engaged in finer (feebler) 
plans, there it was rem asimder like a cobweb. But a 
General like Daun mi^t be checked by such measures ; 
it would therefore be folly to offer Buonaparte and his 
Army what the Prussian Army of the Seven Years’ War 
dal>ijd to offpr Daun and his contemporaries. Why ? — 
Becau^ Buonaparte knew right well that all depended 
ojf^the tactical issue, and made certain of gaining it ; 
whereas with Daun it was very different m both respects. 

On this account we hold it therefore to be serviceable to 


show that every strategic combination rests only upon 
the tactical results, and that these are everywhere, in 
the bloody as well as in the bloodless solution, the real 
fundamental grounds of the ultimate decision. It is only 
if we have no reason to fear that decision, whether on 
account of the character or the situation of the enemy, or 
on account of the moral and physical equality of the two 
Armies, or on account of our own superiority — it is onljT 
then that we can expect something from strategic com- 
binations in themselves without battles. 


Now if a great many campaigns are to be found wllhin 
the compass of military history in which the assailant 
gives up the offensive without any blood being spilt m 
fight, in which, therefore, strategic combinations show 
themselves effectual to that degree, this may lead to the 
idea that these combinations have at least great inherent 
force in themselves, and might m general decide the affair 
alone, where too great a preponderance in the tactical 
results is not supposed on the side of the aggressor. To 
this we answer that, if the question is about things which 
have their origin in the theatre of War, and consequently 
belong to the War itself, this idea is also equally false ; 
and we add that the cause of the failure of most attacks 
is to be foimd in the higher, the political rkations of War. 

The general relations out of which a War springs, and 
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which naturally constitute its foipdation, determine also 
its character ; on this subject w4 shall have more to say 
hereafter, in treating of the pla^ of a War. But thfse 
general relations havfi converted most Wars into half-and- 
half things, into which real hostility has to force its vray 
through sdch a conflict of interests, that it va only a jpery 
weak element at the last. This effect must ryirfurally 
show itself chiefly and with mbst force on the side 
offensive, i/ie side of positive action. One cannot therefore 
wonder if such a short-winded, consumptive attack is 
brought to a standstill by the touch of a finger. Against ^ 
a weak resolution so fettered by a thousand considera- 
tions, that it has hardly any existence, a mere show of 
resistance is often enough. 

It is not the number of unassailable positions m all 
directions, not the formidable look of the dark mountain 
masses grouped around the theatre of War, or the broad 
river which passes through it, not the ease with which 
certain combinations of battles can effectually paralyse the 
arm which should strike the blow against us — ^none of 
these things are the true causes of the itumerous successes 
which the defensive gains on bloodless fields ; the cause 
lies in the weakness of the will with which the assailant 
puts forward his hesitating feet. 

These counteracting influences may and ought to be 
taken into consideration, but they should only be looked 
upon in their true light, ajid their effects should not be 
ascribed to other things, namely the things of which alone 
we are now treating. We must omit to point out in an 
emphatic manner how easily military history in this respect 
may become a perpetual liar and deceiver if criticism is 
not careful about taking a correct point of view. 

Let us now consider, in what we may call their ordi- 
nary form, ttie many offensive campaigns which have 
naiscarried without a bloody solution. 
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The assailant advanc^ into the enemy’s country, drives 
back his opponent a litlle way, but finds it too serious a 
matter to bring on a (fecisive battle. He therefore re- 
mains standing opposite to him ; aJ^ts as if he had made 
a conquest, and had nothing else to do but to protect it ; 
as ^t was the enemy’s business to seek the battle, as if 
he on^li^ it to him daily, &c., &c. These are the repre- 
"^Sffi^ions with which the tommander deludes his Army, 
his Government, the world, even himself. But the truth 
is, that he finds the enemy in a position too strong for 
him. We do not now speak of a case where an aggressor 
does not proceed with his attack because he can make no 
use of a victory, because at the end of his first bound he 
has not enough impulsive force left to begin another. 
Such a case supposes an attack which has been successful, 
a real conquest ; but we have here in view the case where 
an assailant sticks fast half way to his intended conquest. 

He is now waiting to take advantage of favourable**" 
circumstances, of which favourable circumstances there is 
in general no prospect, for the aggression now intended 
shows at once thkt there is no better prospect from 'the 
future than from the present ; it is, therefore, a further 
illusion. If now, as is commonly the case, the undertaking 
is in connection with other simultaneous operations, then 
what they do not want to do themselves is transferred to 
other shoulders, and their own inactivity is ascribed to 
want of support and proper cojoperation. Insurmountable 
obstacles are talked of, and motives in justification are 
discovered in the most confused and subtil considerations. 
Thus the forces of the assailant are wasted away in inac- 
tivity, or rather in a partial activity, destitute of any utility. 
The defensive gains time, the greatest gain to him ; bad 
weather arrives, and the aggression ends by the return of the 
aggressor to winter quarters in his own theitre of War. 

A tissue of false representations thus passes into history 
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in place of the simple real ground of absence of any result, 
namely, fear of the enemy's sword) When criticism takes 
up such a campaign, it wearies i^elf in the discussion of 
a number of motives ^and counter-motives, which give no 
satisfactory result, because they all dwindle into vapoiir, 
and we have not descended to the real foundation of^he 
truth. The opposition through which the eler^sflStary 
energy of War, and therefore of the offensive in paiticjjjB^ 
becomes weakened, lies for the most part in the relations 
and views of States, and these are always concealed from 
the world, from the mass of the people belonging to the ^ 
State, as well as from the Army, and very often from the 
General-in-Chief. No one will account for his faint- 


heartedness by the admission that he feared he could not 
attain the desired object with the force at his disposal, 
or that new enemies would be roused, or that he did not 


wish to make his allies too powerful, &c. Such things 
are hushed up ; but as occurrences have to be placed 
before the world m a presentable form, therefore the 
Commander is obliged, either on his own account or on 
that of his Government to pass off a ttssue of fictitious 
motives. This ever-recurnng deception in military dia- 
lectics has ossified into systems of theory, which, of 
course, are equally devoid of truth. Theory can never 
be deduced from the essence of things except by follow- 
ing the simple thread of cause and effect, as we have 
tried to do. , ^ 

If we look at military history with this feeling of sus- 
picion, then a great parade of mere words about offensive 
and defensive collapses, and the simple idea of it, which 
we have given, comes forward of itself. We believe it 
therefore to be applicable to the whole domain of the 
defensive, and that we must adhere closely to it in order 
to obtain that^clear view of the mass of events by which 
alone we can form correct judgments. 
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We have still to inquire into the question of the em- 
ployment of these diffeient forms of defence. 

As they are merely gradations of the same which must 
be purchased by a higher sacrifice/ corresponding to the 
inpreased intensity of the form, there would seem to be 
su^ient in that view to indicate always to the General 
whioShe should choose, provided there are no other cir- 
%i(ijjj^tances which interfeVe. He would, in fact, choose 
that form which appeared sufficient to give his force the 
requisite degree of defensive power and no more, that 
there might be no unnecessary waste of his force. But 
we must not overlook the circumstance that the room 
given for choice amongst these different forms is generally 
very circumscribed, because other circumstances which 
must be attended to necessarily urge a preference for one 
or other of them. For a retreat into the interior of the 
country a considerable superficial space is required, or 
such a condition of things as existed in Portugal (i8io),^ 
where one ally (England) gave support in rear, and 
another (Spain) with its wide territory, considerably 
diminished the impulsive force of the enemy. The posi- 
tion of the fortresses more on the frontier or more in the 
interior may likewise decide for or against such a plan ; 
but still more the nature of the country and ground, the 
character, habits, and feelings of the inhabitants. The 
choice between an offensive or defensive battle may be 
decided by the plans of the e^pemy, by the peculiar quali- 
ties of both Armies and their Generals ; lastly, the pos- 
session of an excellent position or line of defence, or the 
want of them may determine for one or the other ; — ^in 
short, at the bare mention of these things, we can perceive 
that the choice of the form of defensive must in many 
cases be determined more by them than by the mere 
relative strength of the Armies. As we^shall hereafter 
enter more into detail on the more important subjects 
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which have just beer! touched upon, the influence which 
they must have upon the choice will then develop 
itself more diStinctlv, and in ^the end the whole will 
be methodised in the book on Plans, of Wars and 
Campaigns. ^ 

But this influence will not, in general, be decisive u^ess 
the inequality in the strength of the opposing Airfiies is 
trifling ; m the opposite case (a^ in the generahty 
the relaticHi of the numerical strength will be decisive. 
There is ample proof, in military history, that it has done 
so heretofore, and that without the chain of reasoning by , 
which it has been brought out here ; therefore in a manner 
intuitively by mere tact of judgment, like most things that 
happen in War. It was the same General who at the head 
of the same Army, and on the same theatre of War, fought 
the battle of Hohenfnedberg, and at another time took 
up the camp of Bunzelwitz. Therefore even Frederick 
the Great, a General above all inclined to the offensive as 
regards the battle, saw himself compelled at last, by a 
great disproportion of force, to resort to a real defensive 
position ; and Buonaparte, who was once m the habit of 
falling on his enemy like a wild boar, have we not seen 
him, when the proportion of force turned against him, 
in August and September, 1813, turn himself hither and 
thither as if he had been pent up in a cage, instead of 
rushing forward recklessly upon some one of his adver- 
saries ? And in October o^ the same y^ear, when the dis- 
proportion reached its climax, have we not seen him at 
Leipsic, seeking shelter in the angle formed by the Parth, , 
the Elster, and Pleiss, as it were waiting for his enemy 
in the comer of a room, with his back against the wall ? 
li^^We cannot omit to observe, that from this chapter, 
more than from any other m our book, it is plainly shown 
that our objdbt is not to lay down new pnnciples and 
methods of conducting War, buf merely to investigate 
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what has long existed in its innermost relations, and to 
reduce it to its simplest elements. 

t 

Note. — The case of Napoleon around Dreqjlen in 1813 is peculiar, the 
whole of the facts were not known in Clausewitz's day. Hitherto 
he had invented and carried through his campaigns by sheer originality 
of conception. Face to face with a strong numerical superiority, his 
nerVe forsook him ; he instinctively fell back upon the ideas he had 
learnt hn his earlier days. There exist several appreciations of his 
j^ ition written in his own hand during August and September, which 
eStew '’v all the fallacies of conception, he himself had so often over- 
thrown, which might in fact have been the work of Daun or Lloyd. 
In those days which he is described as spending in a state of lethargy, 
amounting to nervous prostration, his intellect hardly attained medio- 
crity. Like others he was the slave of his environment and previous 
education — but, no sooner did the enemy appear before him, this 
lethargy fell from him, he saw facts as they really were, and his orders 
breathe the same spirit of genius as in 1806-1807, 1809, and the spring 
of 1813 (Bautzen) — Ed. 


CHAPTER IX 
DEFENSIVE BATTLE 

We have said, in the preceding chapter, that the defender, 
in the conduct of his operations, would make use of a 
battle, technically speaking, of a purely offensive 'char- 
acter, if, at the moment the enemy invades his theatre 
of War, he marches against him and attacks him ; but 
that he might also wait for the appearance of the enemy 
in his front, and then pass over to the attack ; in which 
case also the battle tactically would be again an offensive 
battle, although in a modifiecj form ; and lastly, that he 
might wait till the enemy attacked his position, and then 
oppose him both by holding a particular spot, and by 
offensive action with portions of his force. In all this 
we may imagine several different gradations and shades, 
deviating always more from the principle of a positive 
counterstroke, and passing into that of the defence of a 
spot of ground. We cannot here enter on''the subject of 
how far this should be carried, and which is the most 
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advantageous proportion of the two elements of offensive 
and defensive, as regards the winning a decisive victory. 
But we maintain that when such a result is desired, the 
offensive part of the’ battle should never be completely 
omitted, and we are convinced that all the effects of a de- 
cisive victory may and must be produced by this offen^ve 
part, just as well as in a purely tactical offensive battle. 

In the same manner as the fifild of battle is only a 
in Strategy, the duration of a battle is only, Strategf&lly, 
an instant of time, and the end and result, not the course 
of a battle, constitutes a strategic quantity. 

Now, if it is true that a complete victory may result 
from the offensive elements which lie in every defensive 
battle, then there would be no fundamental difference 
between an offensive and a defensive battle, as far as 
regards strategic combinations ; we are indeed convinced 
that this is so, but the thing wears a different appearance. 
In order to fix the subject more distinctly in the eye, to 
make our view clear and thereby remove the appearance 
now referred to, we shall sketch, hastily, the picture 
of a defensive battle, such as we imagine it. 

The defensive waits the attack in a position ; for this 
he has selected proper ground, and turned it to the best 
account, that is, he has made himself well acquainted 
with the locality, thrown up strong entrenchments at 
some of the most important points, opened and levelled 
communications, constructed batteries,^ fortified villages, 
and looked out places where he can draw up his masses 
under cover, &c., &c. Whilst the forces on both sides 
are consuming each other at the different points where 
they come into contact, the ad\ antage of a front more 
or less strong, the approach to which is made difficult 
by one or more parallel trenches or other obstacles, or 
also by the influence of some strong commanding points, 
enables him with a small part of ftis force to destroy great 
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numbers of the enemy at every stage of the defence up to 
the heart of the position. The points of r support which 
he has given his wings secure hiyi from any sudden 
attack from several quarters ; the covered ground which 
he has chosen for his masses makes the enemy cautious, 
inaifed timid, and affords the defensive the means of 
dimm'hhing by partial and successful attacks the general 
■tPmj^^ard movement whidh goes on as the combat be- 
come gradually concentrated within narrower limits. 
The defender therefore casts a contented look at the 
battle as it bums in a moderate blaze before him ; — ^but 
he does not reckon that his resistance in front can last 
for ever ; — he does not think his flanks impregnable ; — 
he does not expect that the whole course of the battle 
will be changed by the successful charge of a few bat- 
talions or squadrons. His position is deep, for each part 
in the scale of gradation of the order of battle, from the 
Division down to the battalion, has its reserve for unfore- 
seen events, and for a renewal of the fight ; and at the 
same time an important mass, one fifth to a quarter of 
the whole, is kep^ quite in the rear out of the battle, s5 
far back as to be quite out of fire, and if possible so far 
as to be beyond the circuitous line by which the enemy 
might attempt to turn either flank. With this body he 
intends to cover his flanks from widei and greater turn- 
ing movements, secure himself against unforeseen events, 
and in the latter s^tage of the J>attle, when the assailant’s 
plan is fully developed, when the most of his troops have 
been brought into action, he will throw this mass on a 
part of the enemy’s Army, and open at that part of the 
field a smaller offensive battle on his own part, using all 
the elements of attack, such as charges, surpnse, turning 
movements, and by means of this pressure against the 
centre of gravity of the battle, now only restihg on a point, 
make the whole recoil, * 
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This is the normal idea which we have formed of a 
defensive battle^ based on the tactics of the present day. 
In this battle the general turning movement made by 
the assailant in order to assist his attack, and at the 
same time with a view to make the results of victory m<M*e 
complete, is replied to by a partial turning movement Jon 
the part of the defensive, that is, by the turning of that 
part of the assailant’s force us6d by him in the atteyrijft 
to turn. This partial movement may be supposedsuffi- 
cient to destroy the effect of the enemy’s attempt, but 
it cannot lead to a like general enveloping of the assailant’s 
Army ; and there will always be a distinction in the 
features of a victory on this account, that the side fighting 
an offensive battle encircles the enemy’s Army, and acts 
towards the centre of the same, while the side fighting on 
the defensive acts more or less from the centre to the 
circumference, in the direction of the radii. 

On the field of battle itself, and in the first stages of 
the pursuit, the enveloping form must always be con- 
sidered the most effectual ; we do not mean on account 
of its form generally, we only mean in* the event of its 
being carried out to such an extreme as to limit very 
much the enemy’s means of retreat during the battle. 
But it is just against this extreme point that the enemy’s 
positive counter-effort is directed, and in many cases 
where this effort is not sufficient to obtain a victory, it 
will at least suffice to protect him from such an extreme 
as we allude to. But we must always admit that this 
danger, namely, of having the line of retreat seriously 
contracted, is particularly great in defensive battles, and 
if it cannot be guarded against, the results in the battle 
itself, and in the first stage of the retreat are thereby 
very much enhanced in favour of the enemy. 

But as a rulfe this danger does not extend beyond the 
first stage of the retreat, that is, imtil nightfall ; on the 


CHAP. IX.] DEl^NSIVE 



19* ON WAR [BOOK VI. 

following day enveloping is at an end, and both parties 
are again on an equality in this respect. , 

Certainly the defender may have lost lAs principal line 
of retreat, and therefore be placed in a disadvantageous 
strategic situation for the future ; but in most cases 
th\ turning movement itself will be at an end, because 
it was only planned to suit the field of battle, and there- 
cannot apply much ‘further. But what will take 
placemen the other hand, if the defender is victorious ? 
A division of the defeated force. This may facilitate the 
retreat at the first moment, but next day a concentration 
of all parts is the one thing most needful. Now if the 
victory is a most decisive one, if the defender pursues 
with great energy, this concentration will often become 
impossible, and from this separation of the beaten force 
the worst consequences may follow, which may go on 
step by step to a complete rout. If Buonaparte had 
conquered at Leipsic, the allied Army would have been 
completely cut in two, which would have considerably 
lowered their relative strategic position. At Dresden, 
although Buonaparte certainly did not fight a regular 
defensive battle, the attack had the geometrical form 
of which we have been speaking, that is, from the 
centre to the circumference ; the embarrassment of 
the Allies in consequence of their separation, is well 
known, an embarrassment from which they were only 
relieved by the victory on the Katzbach, the tidings of 
which caused Buonaparte to return to Dresden with the 
Guard. 

This battle on the Katzbach itself is a similar example. 
In it the defender, at the last moment passes over to the 
offensive, and consequently operates on diverging lines ; 
the French corps were thus wedged asunder, and several 
days after, as the fi;uits of the victory, Paothod’s division 
fell into the hands of tSie Allies. 
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The conclusion we draw from this is, that if the assailant, 
by the concentrk form which is homogeneous to him, ha^ 
the means of gi'VJ^g e:^pansion to his victory, on the other 
hand the defender also, by the divergent form which is 
homogeneous to the defence, acquires a means of giving 
greater results to his victory than would be the case Jby 
a merely parallel position and perpendicular attack, 
and we think that one means? is at least as good ,A<5 
the other. ^ 

If in military history we rarely find such great victories 
resulting from the defensive battle as from the offensive, 
that proves nothing against our assertion that the one is 
as well suited to produce victory as the other ; the real 
cause is in the very different relations of the defender. 
The Army acting on the defensive is generally the weaker 
of the two, not only in the amount of his forces, but also 
in every other respect ; he either is, or thinks he is, not 
in a condition to follow up his victory with great results, 
and contents himself with merely fending oft the danger 
and saving the honour of his arms. That the defender 
by inferiority of force and other circumstances may be 
tied down to that degree we do not dispute, but there is 
no doubt that this, which is only the consequence of a 
contingent necessity, has often been assumed to be the 
consequence of that part which every defender has to 
play ; and thus in an absurd manner it has become a 
prevalent view of the defensive that its battles should 
really be confined to warding off the attacks of the enemy, 
and not directed to the destruction of the enemy. We 
hold this to be a prejudicial error, a regular substitution 
of the form for the thing itself ; and we maintain unre- 
servedly that in the form of War which we call defence, 
the victory may not only be more probable, but may also 
attain the same»magnitude and efficacy as in the attack, 

and that this may be the case not dhly in the total result 
VOL. II. N 
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of all the combats which constitute a campaign, but also 
in any particular battle, if the necessary degree of force 
and energy is not wanting. 


CHAPTER X 
FORTRESSES 

Formerly, and up to the time of great standing Armies, 
fortresses, that is castles and fortified towns, were only 
built for the defence and protection of the inhabitants. 
The baron, if he saw himself pressed on all sides, took 
refuge in his castle to gain time and wait a more favour- 
able moment ; and towns sought by their walls to keep 
off the passing hurricane of War. This simplest and 
most natural object of fortresses did not continue to be 
the only one ; the relation which such a place acquired 
with regard to the whole country and to troops acting 
here and there in the country soon gave these fortified 
points a wider cimportance, a signification which made 
itself felt beyond their walls, and contributed essentially 
to the conquest or occupation of the country, to the 
successful or unsuccessful issue of the whole contest, and 
in this manner they even became a means of making 
War more of a connected whole. Thus fortresses acquired 
that strategic significance which for a time was regarded 
as so important that it dictated the leading features of 
the plans of campaigns, which were more directed to the 
taking of one or more fortresses than the destruction of 
the enemy’s Army in the field. Men reverted to the cause 
of the importance of these places, that is to the connection 
between a fortified point, and the country, and the 
Annies ; and then thought that they c<Mild not be suf- 
ficiently particular dt too philosophical in choosing the 
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points to be fortified. In these abstract objects the 
original one w» almost lost sight of, and at length they 
came to the ifea o^ fortresses without either towns or 
inhabitants. 

On the other hand, the times are past in which the 
mere enclosure of a place with walls, without any military 
preparations, could keep a place dry during an inundation 
of War sweeping over the whdle country. Such a possi- 
bility rested partly on the division of Nations fdfmerly 
into small States, partly on the periodical character of 
the incursions then in vogue, which had fixed and very * 
limited duration, almost in accordance with the seasons, 
as either the feudal forces hastened home, or the pay 
for the condo t fieri used regularly to nm short. Since 
large standing Armies, with powerful trains of artillery 
mow down the opposition of walls or ramparts as it were 
with a machine, neither town nor other small corporation 
has any longer an inclination to hazard all their means 
only to be taken a few weeks or months later, and then 
to be treated so much the worse. Still less can it be the 
interest of an Army to break itself up into garrisons for 
a number of strong places, which may for a time retard 
the progress of the enemy, but must in the end submit. 
We must always keep enough forces, over and above 
those in garrison, to make us equal to the enemy in the 
open field, unless we can depend on the arrival of an Ally, 
who will relieve our strong places and set our Army free. 
Consequently the number of fortresses has necessarily 
much diminished, and this has again led to the abandon- 
ment of the idea of directly protecting the population 
and property in towns by fortifications, and promoted 
the other idea of regarding the fortresses as an indirect 
protection to the country, which they secure by their 
strategic impottance as knots which hold together the 
strategic web. • 
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Such has been the course of ideas, not only in books 
but also in actual experience. At theisame time, as 
usually happens, it has been muc|i mcf e spun out in 
books. 

Natural as was this tendency of things, still these ideas 
carried out to an extreme, and mere crotchets and 
fancies displaced the sound core of a natural and urgent 
want. We shall look into these simple and important 
wan^fe' when we enumerate the objects and conditions of 
fortresses all together ; we shall thereby advance from 
the simple to the more complicated, and in the succeed- 
ing chapter we shall see what is to be deduced therefrom 
as to the determination of the position and number of 
fortresses. 


The efficacy of a fortress is plainly composed of two 
different elements, the passive and the active By the 
first it shelters the place, and all that it contains ; by 
the other it possesses a certain influence over the adjacent 
country, even beyond the range of its guns. 

This active element consists in the attacks which the 


garrison may undertake upon every enemy who approaches 
within a certain distance. The larger the garrison, so 
much the stronger numerically will be the detachments 
that may be employed on such expeditions, and the 
stronger such detachments the wider as a rule will be 
the range of their operations ; from ^^hich it follows that 
the sphere of the active influence of a great fortress is 
not only greater in intensity but also more extensive 
than that of a small one. But the active element itself 
is again, to a ceitain extent, of two kinds, consisting 
namely of enterprises of the garrison proper, and of enter- 
prises which other bodies of troops, great and small, not 
belonging to the garrison but in co-operation with it, 
may be able to carry out. For instance, bodies which 
independently would fte too weak to face the enemy, may 
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through the shelter which, in case of necessity, the walls 
of a fortress^ a,rf)rd them, be able to maintain themselves 
in the country, land A) a certain extent to command it. 

The enteiprises which the garrison of a fortress can 
venture to undertake are always somewhat restricted. 
Even in the case of large places and stiong garrisons, 
the detachments which can be employed on such opera- 
tions are mostly inconsiderable as compared witt^ the 
forces in the field, and their average sphere of action 
seldom exceeds a couple of days’ marches. If the fortress 
is small, the detachments it can send out are quite in- 
significant and the range of their activity will generally 
be confined to the nearest villages. But bodies which do 
not belong to the garrison, and therefore are not under 
the necessity of returning to the place, are thereby much 
more at liberty in their movements, and by their means, 
if other circumstances are favourable, the external zone 
of action of a fortress may be immensely extended. 
Therefore if we speak of the active influence of fortresses 
in general terms, we must always keep this feature of 
the same principally in view. 

But even the smallest active element of the weakest 
garrison, is still essential for the different objects which 
fortresses are destined to fulfil, for strictly speaking even 
the most passive of all the functions of a fortress (defence 
against attack) cannot be imagined exclusive of that 
active agency. At the same time it, is evident that 
amongst the different purposes which a fortress may 
have to answer generally, or in this or that moment, 
the passive element will be most required at one time, 
the active at another. The r61e which a fortress is to 
fulfil may be perfectly simple, and the action of the place 
will in such case be to a certain extent direct ; it may be 
partly complicated, and the action then becomes more or 
less indirect. We shall examine these subjects separately. 
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commencing with the first ; but at the outset we must 
state that a fortress may be intended to\answer several 
of these purposes, perhaps all of thein, eifiier at once, or 
at least at different stages of the War. 

"^e say, therefore, that fortresses are great and most 
important supports of the defensive. 

1 . As secure depSts of stores of all kinds. The assailant 
durin^j^ his aggression subsists his Army from day to day ; 
the defensive usually must have made preparations long 
beforehand, he need not therefore draw provisions ex- 
clusively from the district he occupies, and which he no 
doubt desires to spare. Storehouses are therefore for him 
a great necessity. The provisions of all kinds which the 
aggressor possesses are in his rear as he advances, and 
are therefore exempt from the dangers of the theatre of 
War, while those of the defensive are exposed to them. 
If these provisions of all kinds are not in fortified places^ 
then a most injurious effect on the operations in the field 
is the consequence, and the most extended and compul- 
sory positions often become necessary in order to cover 
dep6ts or sources^bf supply. 

An Army on the defensive without fortresses has a 
hundred vulnerable spots ; it is a body without armour. 

2 . .4s a protection to great and wealthy towns. This 
purpose is closely allied to the fiist, for great and wealthy 
towns, especially commercial ones, are the natural store- 
houses of an Army ; as such their possession and loss 
affects the Army directly. Besides this, it is also always 
worth while to preserve this portion of the national 
wealth, partly on account of the resources which they 
furnish directly, partly because, in negotiations for peace, » 
an important place is in itself a valuable weight thrown 
into the scale. 

This use of fortresses has been too little regarded in 
modem times, and yet it is one of the most natural, and 
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one which has a most powerful effect, and is the least 
liable to mistaWfe. If there was a country in which not 
only all great rifch cities, but all populous places as 
well were fortified, and defended by the' inhabitants and 
the people belonging to the adjacent districts, then by 
that means the expedition of military operation would 
be so much reduced, and the people attacked would press 
with so great a part of their \^hole weight in the scales, 
that the talent as well as the force of will of the dfiemy’s 
General would sink to nothing. 

We just mention this ideal apphcation of fortification 
to a country to do justice to what we have just supposed 
to be the proper use of fortresses, and that the import- 
ance of the direct protection which they afford may not 
be overlooked for a moment ; but in any other respect 
this idea will not again interrupt our considerations, for 
amongst the whole number of fortresses there must alwa}^ 
be some which must be more strongly fortified than others, 
to serve as the real supports of the active Army. 

The purposes specified under i and 2 hardly call forth 
any other but the passive action of fortresses. 

3. As real harriers, they dose the roads, and in most 
cases the rivers, on which they are situated. 

It is not as easy as is generally supposed to find a 
practicable lateral road which passes round a fortress, 
for this turning must be made, not only out of reach of 
the guns of this place, but jlso by a detour greater or less, 
to avoid sorties of the garrison. 

If the country is in the least degree difficult, there are 
often delays connected with the slightest deviation of 
the road which may cause the loss of a whole day’s march, 
and, if the road is much used, may become of great im- 
portance. 

How they'may have an influence on enterprises by 
dosing the navigation of a river 1!= clear in itself. 
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As tactical poitUs d'appui. As the diameter of the 
zone covered by the fire of even a veryVnferior class of 
fortifications is usually some mileJ, forfaresses may be 
considered always as the best points d’appui for the 
flanks of a position. A lake of several miles long is 
certainly an excellent support for the wing of an Army, 
and yet a fortress of moderate size is better. The flank 
does not require to rest ^lose upon it, as the assailant, 
for tHI^ sake of his retreat, would not throw himself be- 
tween our flank and that obstacle. 

5. As a station {or stage). If fortresses are on the line 
of communication of the defensive, as is generally the 
case, they serve as halting places for all that passes up 
and down these lines. The chief danger to lines of com- 
munication IS from irregular bands, whose action is always 
of the nature of a shock. If a valuable convoy, on the 
approach of such a comet, can reach a fortress by hasten- 
ing the march or quickly turning, it is saved, and may 
wait there till the danger is past. Further, aU troops 
marching to or from the Army, after halting here for a 
few days, are bef?ter able to hasten the remainder of tlie 
march, and a halting day is just the time of greatest 
danger. In this way a fortress situated half way on a line 
of communication of one hundred and fifty miles shortens 
the line in a manner one half. 

6. As places of refuge for weak or defeated Corps. Under 
the guns of a moderate sized fortress every Corps is safe 
from the enemy’s blows, even if no entrenched camp is 
specially prepared for them. No doubt such a Corps must 
give up its further retreat if it waits too long ; but this 
is no great sacrifice in cases where a further retreat would 
only end in complete destruction. 

In many cases a fortress can ensure a few days’ halt 
without the retreat being altogether stopped. For the 
slightly wounded and fugitives who precede a beaten 



201 


CHAP. X.] FORTRESSES 

Army, it is espmally suited as a place of refuge, where 
they can wait i£ rejcnn their corps. 

If Magdeburg! had lain on the direct line of the Prussian 
retreat in 1806, and if that line had not been already lost 
at Auerstadt, the Army could easily have halted for thr^e 
or four days near that great fortress, and t^illied and re- 
organised itself. But even as it was it served as a rally- 
ing point for the remains of bohenlohe’s Corps, which 
there first resumed the appearance of an Army. 

It is only by actual experience in War itself that the 
beneficial influence of fortresses close at hand in disastrous 
times can be rightly understood. They contain powder 
and arms, forage and bread, give covering to the sick, 
security to the sound, and recovery of sense to the panic- 
stricken. They are like an hostelry in the desert. 

In the four last named purposes it is evident that the 
active agency of fortresses is called more into requisition. 

y. As a real shield against the enemy'* s aggression. For- 
tresses which the defender leaves in his front break the 
stream of the enemy’s attack like ice breakers on the 
piers of a bridge. The enemy must at least invest them, 
and requires for that, if the garrisons are brave and enter- 
prising, perhaps double their strength. But, besides, 
these garrisons may and do mostly consist in part of 
troops, who, although competent to duty in a garrison, 
are not fit for the field — ^half trained militia, invalids, 
convalescents, armed citizens, landstyrm, &c. The 
enemy, therefore, in such case is perhaps weakened four 
times more than we are. 

This disproportionate weakening of the enemy’s power 
is the first and most important but not the only advan- 
tage which a besieged fortress affords by its resistance. 
From the moment that the enemy crosses our line of 
fortresses, all liis movements bedome much more con- 
strained ; he is limited in his lines of retreat, and must 
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constantly attend to the direct covering of the sieges 
which he undertakes* . 

Here, therefore, fortresses co-operafce wifh the defensive, 
act in a most extensive and decisive manner, and of all 
the objects that they can have, this may be regarded as 
the most impprtant. 

If this use of fortresses — far from being seen regularly 
repeating itself — occurs comparatively seldom in military 
histoi^^", the cause is to be found in the character of most 
Wars, this means being to a certain extent far too decisive 
and too thoroughly effectual for them, the explanation 
of which we leave till hereafter. 

In this use of fortresses it is chiefly their offensive 
power that is called for, at least it is that by which their 
effectual action is chiefly produced. If a fortress was no 
more to an aggressor than a point which could not be 
occupied by him, it might be an obstacle to him, but not 
to such a degree as to compel him to lay siege to it. But j 
as he cannot leave six, eight, or ten thousand men to 
do as they like in his rear, he is obhged to invest the 
place with a sufficient force, and if he desires that ttiis 
investment should not continue to employ so large a 
detachment, he must convert the investment into a siege, 
and take the place From the moment the siege com- 
mences, it is then chiefly the passive efficacy of the for- 
tress which comes into action. 

All the destinjitions of fortresses which we have been 
hitherto considenng are fulfilled in a simple and mainly 
in a direct manner. On the other hand, in the next two 
objects the method of action is more complicated. 

8. As a protection to extended cantonments. That a 
moderate-sized fortress closes the approach to canton- 
ments lying behind it for a width of fifteen to twenty 
miles is a simple result of its existence ; But how such a 
place comes to have \he honour of covering a line of 
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cantoiuneiits seventy-five to one hundred miles in length, 
which we find Irequ^ntly spoken of in military history 
as a fact — tha^ requires investigation as far as it has 
really taken place, and refutation so far as it may be 
mere illusion. 

The following points offer themselves for considera- 
tion : — 

(i.) That the place in itself blocks one of the main 
roads, and really covers a breadth of fifteen to*fwenty 
miles of country. 

(2.) That it may be regarded as an exceptionally strong 
advanced post, or that it affords a more complete observa- 
tion of the country, to which may be added facilities in 
the way of secret information through the ordinary rela- 
tions of civil life which exist between a great town and 
the adjacent districts. It is natural that in a place of 
SIX, eight, or ten thousand inhabitants, one should be able 
to learn more of what is going on in the neighbourhood 
than in a mere village, the quarters of an ordinary out- 
post. 

(3.) That smaller bodies are pivoted dn it, derive from 
it protection and security, and from time to time can 
advance towards the enemy, it may be to bring in intelli- 
gence, or, in case he attempts to turn the fortress, to 
undertake something against his rear ; that therefore al- 
though a fortress cannot quit its place, still it may have 
the efficacy of an advanced corps (Fifth Book, eighth 
Chapter). 

(4.^ That the defender, after assembling his troops, can 
take up his position at a point directly behind this fortress, 
which the assailant cannot reach without becoming ex- 
posed to danger from leaving the fortress in his rear. 

No doubt every attack on a line of cantonments as 
such is to be taken in the sense of a surprise, or rather, 
we are only speaking here of that*kindi of attack ; but it 



ON WAR 


204 


[BOOK VI. 


is evident in itself that an attack by surprise accomplishes 
its effect in a much shorter space of tinal than a regular 
attack on a theatre of War. Therefore, ^though in the 
latter case, a fortress which is to be passed by must neces- 
sarily be invested and kept in check, this investment wiU 
not be so indispensable in the case of a mere sudden 
attack on cantonments, and therefore in the same pro- 
portion the fortress will be less an obstacle to the attack 
of the\antonments. That is true enough ; also the can- 
tonments l3nng at a distance of thirty to forty miles 
from the fortress cannot be directly protected by it ; but 
the object of such a sudden attack does not consist alone 
in the attack of a few cantonments. Until we reach the 
book on attack we cannot describe circumstantially the 
real object of such a sudden attack and what may be 
expected from it ; but this much we may say at present, 
that its principal results are obtained, not by the actual 
attack on some isolated quarters, but by the series of 
combats which the aggressor forces on isolated detach- 
ments not in proper order, and more bent upon huriying 
to certain points than upon fighting. But this attack 
and pursuit will always be in a direction more or less 
towards the centre of the enemy’s cantonments, and, 
therefore, an important fortress lying in front of this 
centre will certainly prove a very great impediment to 
the attack. 

If we reflect op these four points in the whole of their 
effects, we see that an important fortress in a direct and 
in an indirect way certainly gives some security to a much 
greater extent of cantonments than we should think at 
first sight. “ Some security ” we say, for all these indirect 
agencies do not render the advance of the enemy impos- 
sible ; they only make it more dippcuU, and a more serious 
consideration: consequently less probable* and less of a 
danger for the defensive. But that is also all that was 
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required, and ail thit should be undf rstood in this case 
under the ternq^‘ covering.” The real direct security 
must be attained by means of outposts and the arrange- 
ment of the cantonments themselves. 

There is, therefore, some truth in ascribing to a great 
fortress the capability of covering a wide extent of canton- 
ments lying in rear of it ; but it is also not to be denied 
that often in plans of real cam|)aigns, but still oitener in 
historical works, we meet with vague and empty jixpres- 
sions, or illusory views in connection with this subject. 
For if that covering is only realised by the co-operation of 
several circumstances, if it then also only produces a 
diminution of the danger, we can easily see that, in parti- 
cular cases, through special circumstances, above all, 
through the boldness of the enemy, this whole covering 
may prove an illusion, and therefore in actual war we 
must not content ourselves with assuming hastily at once 
the efficacy of such and such a fortress, but carefully 
examine and study each single case on its own merits. 

g. As covering a province not occupied. If during War 
a province is either not occupied at all, or only occupied 
by an insufficient force, and likewise exposed more or 
less to incursions from flying columns, then a fortress, if 
not too unimportant in size, may be looked upon as a 
covering, or, if we prefer, as a security for this province. 
As a security it may at all events be regarded, for an 
enemy cannot become majter of the province until he 
has taken it, and that gives us time 'to hasten to its 
defence. But the actual covering can certainly only be 
supposed very indirect, or as not properly belonging to it. 
That is, the fortress by its active opposition can only in 
some measure check the incursions of hostile bands. If 
this opposition is limited to merely what the garrison 
can effect, then the result must be little indeed, for the 
garrisons of such places are generally weak and usually 
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consist of infantry only, and that n^t of the best quality. 
The idea gains a little more reality if sr&v^tll columns keep 
themselves in commimication with I the place, making it 
their base and place of retreat in case of necessity. 

10. As the focus of a general arming of the nation. Pro- 
visions, arms, and munitions can never be supplied in a 
regular manner in a People’s War ; on the other hand, it 
is just in the very nature bf such a War to do the best we 
can ; \n that way a thousand small sources furnishing 
means of resistance are opened which otherwise might 
have remained unused ; and it is easy to see that a strong 
commodious fortress, as a great magazine of these things, 
can well give to the whole defence more force and intensity, 
more cohesion, and greater results. 

Besides, a fortress is a place of refuge for wounded, 
the seat of the civil functionaries, the treasury, the point 
of assembly for the greater enterprises, &c., &c. ; lastly, 
a nucleus of resistance which during the siege places the 
enemy’s force in a condition which facilitates and favours 
the attacks of national levies acting in conjunction. 

11. For the defence of rivers and mountains. Nowhere 
can a fortress answer so many purposes, undertake to 
play so many parts, as when it is situated on a great river. 
It secures the passage at any time at that spot, and hinders 
that of the enemy for several miles each way, it commands 
the use of the river for commercial purposes, receives all 
ships within its walls, blocks jpridges and roads, and helps 
the indirect defence of the river, that is, the defence by 
a position on the enemy’s side. It is evident that, by 
its influence in so many ways, it very greatly facilitates 
the defence of the river, and may be regarded as an essen- 
tial part of that defence. 

Fortresses in mountains are important in a similar 
manner. They there form the knots of Vhole systems 
of roads, which have Iheir commencement and termina- 
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tion at that spot ; tftey thus command the whole country 
which is traverji^d fty these roads, and they may be re- 
garded as the true^ buttresses of the whole defensive 
S3rstem. ^ 


CHAPTER XI 
FORTRESSES {Continued) 

We have discussed the object of fortresses : now for 
their situation. At first the subject seems very compli- 
cated, when we think of the diversity of objects,' each 
of which may again be modified by the locality ; but 
such a view has very little foundation if we keep to the 
essence of the thing, and guard against unnecessary sub- 
tilties. 

It is evident that all these demands are at once satisfied, 
if, in those districts of country which are to be regarded 
as the theatre of War, all the largest and richest towns 
on the great high roads connecting the two countries 
with each other are fortified, more particularly those 
adjacent to harbours and bays of the sea, or situated on 
large rivers and in mountains. Great towns and great 
roads always go hand in hand, and both have also a 
natural connection with great rivers and the coasts of 
the sea, all these four conditions, therefore, agree very 
well with each other, and gjve rise to no incongruity ; on 
the other hand, it is not the same with mountains, for 
large towns are seldom found there. If, therefore, the 
position and direction of a mountain chain makes it favour- 
able to a defensive line, it is necessary to close its roads 
and passes by small forts, built for this purpose only, 
and at the least possible cost, the great outlay on works 
of fortification being reserved for the important places of 
arms in the level country. 
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We have not yet noticed the frontiers of the state, 
nor said anything of the geometrical fcSi^m of the whole 
system of fortresses, nor of the other geographical points 
in connection with their situation, becau^ we regard the 
objects above mentioned as the most essential, and are 
of opinion that in many cases they alone are sufficient, 
particularly in small States. But, at the same time, other 
considerations 'may be admitted, and may be imperative 
in coui^tries of a greater superficial extent, which either 
have a great many important towns and roads, or, on 
the contrary, are almost without any, which are either 
very rich, and, possessing already many fortresses, still 
want new ones, or those which, on the other hand, are 
very poor, and under the necessity of making a few answer, 
in short, in cases where the number of fortresses does 
not correspond with the number of important towns and 
roads which present themselves, being either considerably 
greater or less. 

We shall now cast a glance at the nature of such other 
considerations. 

The chief questions which remain relate to — 

1. The choice of the principal roads, if the two countries 
are connected by more roads than we wish to fortify. 

2. Whether the fortresses are to be placed on the 
frontier only, or spread over the country. Or, 

3. Whether they shall be distributed uniformly, or in 
groups. 

4. Circumstances relating to the geography of the 
country to which it is necessary to pay attention. 

A number of other points with respect to the geo- 
metrical form of the line of fortifications, such as whether 
they should be placed in a single line or in several lines, 
that is, whether they do more service when placed one 
behind another, or side by side in line with each other ; 
whether they should Ifje chequer-wise, or in a straight 
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line ; or whether the 
tion itself, with salie 
we look upon as empty subtilties, that is, considerations 
so insignificant, tnat, compared with the really important 
points, they are not worth notice ; and we only mention 
them here because they are not merely treated of in many 
books, but also a great deal more is made of this rubbish 
than it is worth. * 

As regards the first question, in order to placerft in a 
clearer light we shall merely instance the relation of the 
south of Germany to France, that is, to the upper Rhine. 
If, without reference to the number of separate States 
composing this district of country, we suppose it a whole 
which IS to be fortified strategically, much doubt will arise, 
for a great numbei of very fine roads lead from the Rhine 
into the interior of Franconia, Bavaria, and Austria. 
Certainly, towns are not wanting which surpass others in 
size and importance, as Nuremburg, Wurzburg, Ulm, Augs- 
burg, and Munich ; but if we are not disposed to fortify 
all, there is no alternative but to make a selection. If, 
further, in accordance with our view, thS fortification of 
the greatest and wealthiest is held to be the principal 
thing, still it is not to be denied that, owing to the distance 
between Nuremburg and Munich, the first has a very 
different strategic signification from the second ; and 
therefore it always remains to be considered whether it 
would not be better, in place of Nuremburg, to fortify 
some other place in the neighbourhood of Munich, even 
if the place is one of less importance in itself. 

As concerns the decision in such cases, that is, answer- 
ing the first question, we must refer to what has been 
said in the chapters on the general plan of defence, and 
on the choice of points of attack. Wherever the most 
natural point 5f attack is situated, there the defensive 

arrangements should be made by Reference. 
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Therefore, amongst a number or great roads leading 
from the enemy’s country into oursf we should first of all 
fortify that which leads most directly to, the heart of our 
dominions, or that which, traversing fei*lile provinces, or 
running parallel to navigable rivers, facilitates the enemy’s 
undertaking,, and then we may rest secure. The assailant 
then encounters these woiks, or should he resolve to pass 
them by, he will naturally offer a favourable opportunity 
for opk'ations against his flank. 

Vienna is the heart of South Germany, and plainly 
Munich or Augsburg, in relation to France alone (Switzer- 
land and Italy being therefore supposed neutral) would be 
more efficient as a principal fortress than Nuremburg or 
Wurzburg. But if, at the same time, we look at the 
roads leading from Italy into Germany by Switzerland 
and the Tyrol, this will become still more evident, because, 
in relation to these, Munich and Augsburg will always be 
places of importance, whereas Wurzburg and Nuremburg^ 
are much the same, in this respect, as if they did not exist. 

We turn now to the second question — Whether the 
fortresses should be placed on the frontier, or distnbuited 
over the country ? In the first place, we must observe, 
that, as regards small States, this question is superfluous, 
for what are called strategic frontiers coincide, in their case, 
nearly with the whole country. The larger the State is 
supposed to be in the consideration of this question, the 
plainer appears the necessitj^for its being answered. 

The most natural answer is, — that fortresses belong to 
the frontiers, for they are to defend the State, and the 
State is defended as long as the frontiers are defended. 
This argument may be valid in the abstract, but the 
following considerations will show that it is subject to 
very many modifications. 

Every defence which is calculated chfefly on foreign 
assistance lays great Walue on gaining time ; it is not 
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a vigorous counterltroke, but a slow proceeding, in 
which the chief gain! consists more in delay than in any 
weakening of the enemy which is effected. But now it 
lies in the nature of the thing that, supposing all other 
circumstances alike, fortresses which are spread over the 
whole country, and include between them, a very con- 
siderable area of territory, will take longer to capture 
than those squeezed together* in a close line on the 
frontier. Further, in all cases in which the obji^tt is to 
overcome the enemy through the length of his com- 
munications, and the difficulty of his existence, therefore 
in countries which can chiefly reckon on this kind of 
reaction, it would be a complete contradiction to have 
the defensive preparations of this kind only on the 
frontier. Lastly, let us also remember that, if circum- 
stances will in any way allow of it, the fortification of 
the capital is a main point ; that according to our prin- 
ciples the chief towns and places of commerce in the 
provinces demand it otherwise ; that rivers passing 
through the country, mountains, and other irregular 
features of ground, afford advantages fbr new lines of 
defence ; that many towns, through their strong natural 
situation, invite fortification ; moreover, that certain 
accessories of War, such as manufactories of arms, &c., 
are better placed in the interior of the country than on 
the frontier, and their value well entitles them to the 
protection of works of fortification ; then we see that 
there is always more or less occasion for the construction 
of fortresses in the interior of a country ; on this account 
we are of opinion, that although States which possess a 
great number of fortresses are right in placing the greater 
number on the frontier, still it would be a great mistake 
if the interior of the country was left entirely destitute 
of them. We ^think that this mistake has been made 
in a remarkable degree in Francel—A great doubt may 
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with reason arise if the border pr(|/ii\ces of a country 
contain no considerable towns, suchf towns lying further 
back towards the interior, as is the case in South Ger- 
many in particular, where Swabia is almost destitute 
of great towns, whilst Bavaria contains a large number. 
We do not hold it to be necessary to remove these doubts 
once for all on general grounds, believing that in such 
cases, in order to arrive at a solution, reasons derived 
from tli^i particular situation must come into considera- 
tion, Still we must call attention to the closing remarks 
in this chapter. 

The third question — Whether fortresses should be dis- 
posed in groups, or more equally distributed ? — will, if 
we reflect upon it, seldom arise ; still we must not, for 
that reason, set it down as a useless subtilty, because 
certainly a group of two, three, or four fortresses, which 
are only a few days’ march from a common centre, give 
that point and the Army placed there such strength,^ 
that, if other conditions allowed of it, in some measure 
one would be very much tempted to form such a strategic 
bastion. * # 

The last point concerns the other geographical pro- 
perties of the points to be chosen. That fortresses on 
the sea, on streams and great rivers, and in mountains, 
are doubly effective, has been already stated to be one 
of the principal considerations ; but there are a number 
of other points^ in connection with fortresses to which 
regard must be paid. 

If a fortress cannot lie on the river itself, it is better 
not to place it near, but at a distance of fifty to sixty 
miles from it ; otherwise, the river intersects, and lowers 
the value of the sphere of action of the fortress in all 
those points above mentioned.* 

% 

* Philippsburg was the pattern of a badly-placed fortress ; it re- 
sembled a fool standing wiln his nose close to a wall. 
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This is not th^sme in mountains, because there the 
movement of large* or small masses upon particular 
points is not restricted in the same degree as it is by a 
river. Bu for^esses on the enemy’s side o^ a moun- 
tain are not well placed because they are difficult to 
succour. II they are on our side, the difficulty of la3nng 
siege to them is very great, as the mountains cut cacross 
the enemy’s line of communication. VVe give Olmutr, 
1758. as an example. 

It is easily seen that impassable forests and marshes 
have a similar effect to that of rivers. 

The question has been often raised as to whether 
towns situated in a very difiicylt country are well or ill 
suited for fortresses. As they can be fortified and 
defended at a small expense, or be made much stronger, 
often impregnable, at an equal expenditure, and the 
services of a fortress are always more passive than 
active, it does not seem necessary to attach much im- 
portance to the objection that they can easily be 
blockaded. 

If we now, in conclusion, cast a retrospective glance 
over our simple system of fortification for a country, 
we may assert that it rests on comprehensive data, 
lasting in their nature, and directly connected with the 
foundations of the state itself, not on transient views on 
War, fashionable only foi a day ; not on imaginary 
strategic niceties, nor on requirements completely singular 
in character — an error which might be attended with 
irreparable consequences if allowed to influence the con- 
struction of fortresses intended to last five hundred, 
perhaps a thousand, years, Silberberg, in Silesia, built 
by Frederick the Great on one of the ridges of the 
Sudetics, has, from the complete alteration in circum- 
stances which *has since taken place, lost almost entirely 
its importance and object, whilstIBreslau, if it had been 
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made a strong place of arms, and Jcojjtinued to be so, 
would have alwa)^ maintained its value against the 
French, as well as against the Russians, Poles, and 
Austrians. 

Our reader will not overlook the fact that these con- 
siderations are not raised on the supposed case of a 
State providing itself with a set of new fortifications ; 
they wotild be useless if such was their object, as such 
a case iftldom, if ever, happens ; but they may all arise 
at the designing of each single fortification. 


CHAPTER XII 
DEFENSIVE POSITION 

Every position in which we accept battle, at the same 
time making use of the ground as a means of protection, ■« 
is a defensive position, and it makes no difference in this 
respect whether we act more passively or more offen- 
sively in the action. This follows from the general view 
of the defensive which we have given. 

Now we may also apply the term to every position in 
which an Army whilst marching to encounter the enemy 
would certainly accept battle if the latter sought for it. 
In point of fact, most battles take place in this way, and 
in aU the Middle Ages no other was ever thought of. 
That is, however, not the kind of position of which we 
are now speaking ; by far the greater number of posi- 
tions are of this kind, and the conception of a position 
in contradistinction to a camp taken up on the march 
would suffice for that. A position which is specially 
called a defensive position must therefore have some 
other distinguishing characteristics. * 

In the decisions whidBi take place in an ordinary posi- 
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tion, the idea of /iwAvidently predominates ; the Armies 
march against each other in ordei to come to an engage- 
ment : the place is a subordinate point, all that is required 
from it is tha . i^should not be unsuitable. But in a real 
defensive position the idea of place predommates ; the 
decision is to be realised on this spoty or i;p.ther, chiefly 
through this spot. That is the only kind of position we 
have here in view. * 

Now the connection of place is a double one ;^hat is, 
in the first instance, inasmuch as a xorce posted at this * 
point exercises a certain influence upon the War in general ; 
and next, inasmuch as the local features of the ground 
contribute to the strength of the Army and afford pro- 
tection : in a word, a strategic and a tactical connection. 

vStrictly speaking, the term defensive position has its 
origin only in connection with tactics, for its connection 
with strategy, namely, that an Army posted at this point 
by its presence serves to defend the country, will also suit 
the case of an Army acting offensively. 

The strategic effect to be derived from a position cannot 
be shown completely until hereafter, whon we discuss the 
defence of a theatre of War ; we shall therefore only con- 
sider it here as far as can be done at present, and for that 
end we must examine more closely the nature of two ideas 
which have a similarity and are often mistaken for one 
another, that is, the turning a position, and the passing 
by it, « 

The turning a position relates to its front, and is done 
either by an attack upon the side of the position or on 
its rear, or by acting against its lines of retreat and com- 
munication. 

The first of these, that is, an attack on flank or rear is 
tactical in its nature. In our days in which the mobility 
of troops is so^ great, and all plans of battles have more 
or less in view the turning or envefcping the enemy, every 
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position must accordingly be ad^ted to meet such - 
measures, and one to deserve the name of strong must, 
with a strong front, allow at least of good combinations 
for battle on the sides and rear as welJ( in case of their 
being menaced. In this way a position will not become 
untenable by the enemy turning it with a view to an 
attack on the flank or rear, as the battle which then 
takes place was provided'for m the choice of the position, 
and sh^ild ensure the defender all the advantages which 
he could expect from this position generally. 

If the position is turned by the enemy with a view to 
acting against the lines of retreat and communication, 
this is a strategic relation, and th^ question is how long 
the position can be maintained, and whether we cannot 
outbid the enemy by a scheme like his own, both these 
questions depend on the situation of the point (strategic- 
ally), that is, chiefly on the relations of the lines of com- 
munication of both combatants. A good position shouldr* 
secure to the Army on the defensive the advantage in 
this point. In any case the position will not be rendered 
of no effect in this way, as the enemy is neutralised by 
the position when he is occupied by it in the manner 
supposed. 

But if the assailant, without troubling himself about the 
existence of the Army awaiting his attack in a defensive 
position, advances with his main body by another line 
in pursuit of his object, thep he passes by the position ; 
and if he can do this with impunity, and really does it, 
he will immediately enforce the abandonment of the 
position, consequently put an end to its usefulness. 

There is hardly any position in the world which, in 
the simple sense of the words, cannot be passed by, for 
cases such as the isthmus of Perekop are so rare that they 
are hardly worth attention. The impossibility of passing 
by must therefore be understood as merely applying to 



CHAP, xn.] DEFENSIVE POSITIO# 217 

the disadvantage^if which the assailant would become 
involved if he set ai^out such an operation. We shall 
have a more fitting opportunity to state these disadvan- 
tages in the '♦wAity-seventh chapter ; whether small or 
great, in every case they are the equivalent of the tactical 
effect which the position is capable of producing but 
which has not been realised, and in common with it 
constitute the object of the position. 

From the preceding observations, therefojjfs, two 
strategic properties of the defensive position have re^ 
suited : 

1. That it cannot be passed round. 

2. That in the struggle for the lines of communication 
it gives the defender advantages. 

Here we have to add two other strategic properties, 
namely — 

3. That the relation of the lines of communication may 
also have a favourable influence on the form of combat ; 
and 

4. That the general influence of the country is advan- 
tageous. • 

For the relation of the lines of commimication has an 
influence not only upon the possibility or impossibility 
of passing by a position or of cutting off the enemy’s 
supplies, but also on the whole course of the battle. An 
oblique line of retreat facilitates a tactical turning move- 
ment on the part of the assailant, and paralyses our own 
tactical movements during the battle. *But an oblique 
position in relation to the lines of communication is often 
not the fault of tactics but a consequence of a defective 
strategic point ; it is, for example, not to be avoided 
when the road changes direction in the vicinity of the 
position (Borodino, 1812) ; the assailant is then in such 
a position thaf he can turn our line without deviating from 
his own perpendicular disposition. ^ 
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Further, the aggressor has mucl^ greater freedom for 
tactical movement if he commands several roads for his 
retreat whilst we are limited to one. In such cases the 
tactical skill of the defensive will be efierted in vain to 
overcome the disadvantageous influence resulting from 
the strategic.relations. 

Lastly as regards the fourth point, such a disadvan- 
tageous general influence may predominate in the other 
chara(%ristics of grovmd, that the most careful choice, 
and the best use of tactical means, can do nothing to 
combat them. Under such circumstances the chief points 
are as follows : 

I. The defensive must particularly seek for the ad- 
vantage of being able to overlook his adversary, so that 
he may be able swiftly to throw himself upon him inside 
the limits of his position. It is only when the local difii- 
culties of approach combine with these two conditions 
that the ground is really favourable to the defensive. 

On the other hand, those points which are under the 
influence of commanding ground are disadvantageous to 
him ; also most«positions in mountains (of which we shall 
speak more particularly in the chapters on mountain 
warfare). Further, positions which rest one flank on 
mountains, for such a position certainly makes the passing 
by more difficult, but facilitates a turning movement. Of 
the same kind are all positions which have a moun tain 
immediately in their front, and generally all those which 
bear relation to *the description of ground above specified. 

As an example of the opposite of these disadvantageous 
properties, we shall only instance the case of a position 
which has a mountain in rear ; from this so many ad- 
vantages result that it may be assumed in general to be 
one of the most favourable of all positions for the de- 
fensive. *■ 

2. A country may con’espond more or less to the char- 
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acter and composijidi of an Army. A very numerous 
cavalry is a proper reason for seeking an open coimtry. 
Want of this arm, perhaps also of artillery, while we have 
at command c. clurageous infantry inured to War, and 
acquainted with the country, make it advisable to take 
advantage of a difficult, close country. 

We do not here enter into . particulars respecting the 
tactical relation which the local features of a defensive 
position bear to the force which is to occupy j/t. We 
only speak of the total result, as that only is a strategic 
quantity. 

Undoubtedly a position in which an Army is to await 
the full force of the hostile attacjc, should give the troops 
such an important advantage of ground as may be con- 
sidered a multiplier of its force. Where nature does 
much, but not to the full as much as we want, the art of 
entrenchment comes to our help. In this way it happens 
not unfrequently that some parts become unassailable, and 
not unusually the whole is made so : plainly in this last 
case, the whole nature of the measure is changed. It is 
then no longer a battle under advantageous conditions 
which we seek, and in this battle the issue of the campaign, 
but an issue without a battle. Whilst we occupy with 
our force an unassailable position, we directly refuse the 
battle, and oblige our enemy to seek for a solution in 
some other way. 

We must, therefore, completely separate these two 
cases, and shall speak of the latter in the following chapter, 
under the title of a strong position. 

But the defensive position with which we have now to 
do is nothing more than a field of battle with the addition 
of advantages in our favour ; and that it should become 
a field of battle, the advantages in our favour must not 
be too great. I?ut now what degree of strength may such 
a position have? Plainly more | in proportion as our 
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enemy is more determined on the atfc4^, and that depends 
on the nature of the individual case. Opposed to a Buona- 
parte, we may and should withdraw behind stronger ram- 
parts than before a Daun or a Schwartienburg. 

If certain portions of a position are unattackable, say 
the front, th^n that is to be taken as a separate factor of 
its whole strength, for the forces not required at that point 
are available for emplo^mient elsewhere ; but we must 
not o]ni^it to observe that whilst the enemy is kept com- 
pletely off such impregnable points, the form of his attack 
assumes quite a different character, and we must ascer- 
tain, in the first instance, how this alteration will suit 
our situation. 

For instance, to take up a position, as has often been 
done, so close behind a great river that it is to be looked 
upon as covering the front, is nothing else but to make 
the river a point of support for the right or left flank ; 
for the enemy is naturally obliged to cross further to tlWT 
right or left, and cannot attack without changing his 
front : the chief question, therefore, is what advantages 
or disadvantages does that bring to us ^ 

According to our opinion, a defensive position will 
come the nearer to the true ideal of such a position the 
more its strength is hid from observation, and the more 
it is favourable to our surprising the enemy by our com- 
binations in the battle. Just as we advisedly endeavour 
to conceal from the enemy the whole strength of our forces 
and our real intentions, so in the same way we should 
seek to conceal from the enemy the advantages which 
we expect to derive from the form of the ground. This 
of course can only be done to a certain degree, and re- 
quires, perhaps, a peculiar mode of proceeding, hitherto 
but little attempted. 

The vicinity of a considerable fortress, in whatever 
direction it may be, confers on every position a great 
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advantage over th^^emy in the movement and use of 
the forces belonging to it. By smtable field-works, the 
want of natural strength at particular points may be 
remedied, and intthat manner the great features of the 
battle may be settled beforehand at will ; these are the 
means of strengthening by art ; if with these; we combine 
a good selection of those natural obstacles of ground 
which impede the effective actidn of the enemy’s forces 
without making action absolutely impossible, if ^e turn 
to the best account the advantage we have over the 
enemy in knowing the ground, which he does not, so that 
we succeed in concealing our movements better than he 
does his, and that we have a general superiority over him 
in unexpected movements in the course of the battle, then 
from these advantages united, there may result in our 
favour an overpowering and decisive influence in connec- 
tion with the ground, under the power of which the 
enemy will succumb, without knowing the real cause of 
his defeat. This is what we understand under defensive 
position, and we consider it one of the greatest advantages 
of defensive War. • 

Leaving out of consideration particular circumstances, 
we may assume that an undulating, not too well, but 
still not too little, cultivated country affords the most 
positions of this kind. 


CHAPTER XIII • 

STRONG POSITIONS AND ENTRENCHED 
CAMPS 

We have said in the preceding chapter that a position 
so strong through nature, assisted by art, that it is un- 
assailable, doesf not come under the meaning of an advan- 
tageous field of battle, but belong to a peculiar class of 
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things. We shall in this chapter a review of what 
constitutes the nature of this peculiarity, and on account 
of the analogy between such positions and fortresses, call 
them strong positions. ^ 

Merely by entrenchments alone they can hardly be 
made, except as entrenched camps resting on fortresses ; 
but still less are they to be found ready formed entirely 
by natural obstacles. AVt usually lends a hand to assist 
nature^ and therefore they are frequently designated as 
entrenched camps or positions. At the same time, that 
term may really be applied to any position strengthened 
more or less by field works, which need have nothing in 
common with the nature of the position we are now con- 
sidering. 

The object of a strong position is to make the force 
there stationed in point of fact unattackable, and by that 
means, either really to cover a certain space directly, or 
only the troops which occupy that space in order th^ 
through them, in another way to effect the covering of 
the country indirectly. The first was the signification of 
the lines of former times, for instance, those on the French 
frontier ; the latter, is that of entrenched camps laid out 
near fortresses, and showing a front in every direction. 

If, for instance, the front of a position is so strong by 
works and hindrances to approach that an attack is im- 
*possible, then the enemy is compelled to turn it, to make 
his attack on a side of it or m rear. Now to prevent this 
being easily done, points cPappui were sought for these 
lines, which should give them a certain degree of support 
on the flanks, such as the Rhine and the Vosges give the 
lines in Alsace. The longer the front of such a line the 
more easily it can be protected from being turned, because 
every movement to turn it is attended with danger to the 
side attempting the movement, the danger increasing in 
proportion as the req^iired movement causes a greater 
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deviation from tb^noimal direction of the attacking 
force. Therefore, a considerable length of front, which 
can be made unassailable, and good flank-supports, ensure 
the possibility oj protecting a large spg^ce of territory 
directly from hostile invasion : at least, that was the view 
in which works of this class onginated ; that was the 
object of the lines in ALsace, with their right flank on the 
Rhine and the left on the Vosges * and the lines in Flanders 
seventy-five miles long, resting their right on th^cheldt 
and the fortress of Toumay, their left on the sea. 

But when we have not the advantages of such a long 
well-defended front, and good flank-supports, if the 
country is to be held generally by a force well entrenched, 
then that force (and its position) must be protected 
against being turned by such an arrangement that it can 
show a front in every direction. But then the idea of a 
thoroughly covered, tract of country vanishes, for such a 
position IS only strategically a point which covers the 
force occuppng it, and thus secures to that force the 
power of keeping the field, that is to say, maintaining 
itself in the country. Such a camp cannotbe turned, that 
is, cannot be attacked in flank or rear by reason of those 
parts being weaker than its front, for it can show front 
in all directions, and is equally strong everywhere. But 
such a camp can be passed by, and that much easier than 
a fortified line, because its extent amounts to nothing. 

Entrenched camps connected with fortresses are in 
reality of this second kind, for the object of them is to 
protect the troops assembled in them ; but their further 
strategic meaning, that is, the application of this pro- 
tected force, is somewhat different from that of other 
fortified camps. 

Having given this explanation of the origin of these 
three different defensive means, we shall now proceed to 
consider the value of each of them separately, imder the 
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heads of strong lines, strong positionsl^A entrenched camps 
resting on fortresses. 

I. Lines . — ^These lead to the worst kind of cordon war : 
the obstacle which they present to the aggressor is of no 
value at all unless they are defended by a powerful fire ; 
in themselves they are simply worthless. But now the 
extent to which an Army can furnish an effective fire is 
generally very small in proportion to the extent of country 
to be (^efended ; the lines can, therefore, only be short, 
and consequently cover only a small extent of country, 
or the Army will not be able really to defend the lines at 
all points. In consequence of this, the idea was started 
of not occupying ail points in the line, but only watching 
them, and defending them by means of strong reserves, 
in the same way as a small river may be defended ; but 
this procedure is in opposition to the nature of the means. 
If the natural obstacles of the ground are so great that 
such a method of defence could be applied, then the en^ 
trenchments were needless, and entail danger, for that 
method of defence is not local, and entrenchments are 
only suited to a^strictly local defence ; but if the entrench- 
ments themselves are to be considered the chief impedi- 
ments to approach, then we may easily conceive that an 
undefended line will not have much to say as an obstacle 
to approach. What is a twelve or fifteen feet ditch, and 
a rampart ten or twelve feet high, against the united 
efforts of many thousands, if these efforts are not hindered 
by the fire of 'an enemy ? The consequence, therefore, 
is, that if such lines are short and tolerably well defended 
by troops, they can be turned ; but if they are extensive, 
and not sufficiently occupied, they can be attacked in 
front, and taken without much difiiculty. 

Now as lines of this description tie the troops down to 
a local defence, and take away from thevn all mobility, 
they are a bad and senseless means to use against an enter- 
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prising enemy. If ^ find them long retained in modem 
Wars in spite of these objections, the cause lies entirely 
in the low degree of energy impressed on the conduct of 
War, one consecfience of which was, that seeming diffi^ ; 
culties often effected quite as much as real ones. Besides*/ 
in most campaigns these lines were used .merehr for a 
secondary defence against irregular incursions ; if they 
have been found not wholly inefficacious for that purpose, 
we must only keep in view, at the same time, how much 
more usefully the troops required for their defence might 
have been employed at other points. In the latest Wars 
such lines have been out of the question, nowhere do we 
find any trace of them ; and it is doubtful if they will 
ever reappear.^ * 

2. Positions . — The defence of a tract of country contin- 
ues (as we shall show more plainly in the 27th chapter) as 
long as the force designated for it maintains itself there, 
and only ceases if that force removes and abandons it. 

If a force is to maintain itself in any district of country 
which is attacked by very superior forces, the means of 
protectmg this force against the power ot the sword by a 
position which is unassailable is a first consideration. 

Now such a position, as before said, must be able to 
show a front in all directions ; and in conformity with 
the usual extent of tactical positions, if the force is not 
very large (and a large force would be contrary to the 
nature of the supposed case) it would take up a very 
small space, which, in the course of the* combat, would 
be exposed to’ so many disadvantages that, even if 
strengthened in every possible way by entrenchments, 
we could hardly expect to make a successful defence. 
Such a camp, showing front in every direction, must 
therefore necessarily have an extent of sides proportion- 
• 

' They did reappear, however, in the -Civil War m Amenca, in 
Bulgaria, in South Africa and in Manchuria. 
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ably great ; but these sides must Unwise be as good as 
unassailable ; to give this requisite strength, notwith- 
standing the required extension, is not within the compass 
of the art of field fortification ; it is tl^refore a funda- 
mental condition that such a camp must derive part of 
its strength ffom natural impediments of ground which 
render many places impassable and others difficult to 
pass. In order, therefore, to be able to apply this de- 
fensive ijieans, it is necessary to find such a spot, and 
when that is wanting, the object cannot be attained 
merely by field works. These considerations relate more 
immediately to tactical results in order that we may first 
establish the existence of this strategic means ; we men- 
tion as examples for illustration, Pima, Bunzelwitz, Col- 
berg, Torres Vedras, and Drissa. 

Now, as respects the strategic properties and effects. 
The first condition is naturally that the force which 
occupies this camp shall have its subsistence secured for> 
some time, that is, for as long as we think the camp will 
be required, and this is only possible when the position 
has behind it a ^lort, like Colberg and Torres Vedras, or 
stands in connection with a fortress like Bunzelwitz and 
Pirna, or has large dep6ts within itself or in the immediate 
vicinity, like Drissa. 

It is only in the first case that the provisioning can be 
ensured for any time we please ; in the second and third 
cases, it can only be so for a more or less limited time, so 
that in this point there is always danger. From this 
appears how the difficulty of subsistence debars the use 
of many strong points which otherwise would be suitable 
for entrenched positions, and, therefore, makes those that 
are eligible scarce. 

In order to ascertain the eligibility of a position of this 
description, its advantages and defects, *we must ask 
ourselves what the aggressor can do against it. 
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a. The assailant cjjfn pass by this strong position, pursue 
his enterprise, and watch the position with a greater or 
less force. 

We must hereimake a distinction between the cases^ 
of a position which is occupied by the main body, and 
one only occupied by an inferior force. 

In the first case the passing by the position can only 
benefit the assailant, if, besides \\ie principal force of the 
defendant, there is also some other attainable^nd de- 
cisive object of attack f as, for instance, the capture of a 
fortress or a capital city, &c. But even if there is such 
^an object, he can only follow it if the strength of his base 
and the direction of his lines of communication are such 
that he has no cause to fear operations against his strategic 
flanks. 

The conclusions to be drawn from this with respect to 
the admissibility and eligibility of a strong position for 
the main body of the defender’s Army are, that it is only 
an advisable position when either the possibility of opera- 
ting against the strategic flank of the aggressor is so deci- 
sive that we may be sure beforehand of being able in that 
way to keep him at a point where his Army can effect 
nothing, or in a case where there is no object attainable 
by the aggressor for which the defence need be uneasy. 
If there is such an object, and the strategic flank of the 
assailant cannot be seriously menaced, then such position 
should not be taken up, or if it is it should only be as a 
feint to see whether the assailant can be imposed upon 
respecting its value ; this is always attended with the 
danger, in case of failure, of being too late to reach the 
point which is threatened. 

If the strong position is only held by an inferior force, 
then the aggressor can never be at a loss for a further 
object of attach, because he has it in the main body itself 
of the enemy’s Army ; in this case, therefore, the value 
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of the position is entirely limited t( 5 ^ ^-he means which it 
affords of operating against the enemy’s strategic flank, 
and depends upon that condition. 

b. If the assailant does not venture to pass by a posi- 
tion, he can invest it and reduce it by famine. But this 
supposes two c conditions beforehand : first, that the posi- 
tion is not open in rear, and secondly, that the assailant 
is sufi&ciently strong to be able to make such an invest- 
ment. these two conditions are united then the as- 
sailant’s Army certainly would be neutrahsed for a time 
by this strong position, but at the same time, the defensive 
pays the price of this advantage by a loss of his defensive 
force. 

From this, therefore, we deduce that the occupation 
of such a strong position with the main body is a measure 
only to be taken, — 

aa. When the rear is perfectly safe (Torres Vedras). 

bh. When we foresee that the enemy’s force is noT 
strong enough formally to invest us in our camp. Should 
the enemy attempt the investment with insufficient.means, 
then we should' be able to sally out of the camp and beat 
him in detail. 

cc. When we can count upon relief like the Saxons at 
Pima, 1756, and as took place in the main at Prague, 
because Prague could only be regarded as an entrenched 
camp in which Prince Charles would not have allowed 
himself to be shut up if he had not known that the 
Moravian army* could liberate him. 

One of these three conditions is therefore absolutely 
necessary to justify the choice of a strong position for 
the main body of an Army ; at the same time we must 
add that the two last are bordering on a great danger for 
the defensive. 

But if it is a question of exposing an inferior corps to 
the risk of being sacri^ficed for the benefit of the whole. 
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then these conditicwlS disappear, and the only point to 
decide is whether by such a sacrifice a greater evil may be 
avoided. This will seldom happen ; at the same time 
it is certainly nol inconceivable. The entrenched camp 
at Pima prevented Frederick the Great from attacking 
Bohemia, as he would have done, in the year 1756. The 
Austrians were at that time so little prepared, that the 
loss of that kingdom appears beyond doubt ; and perhaps, 
a greater loss of men would have been connect^ with it 
than the 17,000 allied troops who capitulated in the Pima 
camp. 

c. If none of those possibilities specified under a and 
b are in favour of the aggressoj* ; if, therefore, the con- 
ditions which we have there laid down for the defensive 
are fulfilled, then there remains certainly nothing to be 
done by the assailant but to fix himself before the position, 
like a setter before a covey of birds, to spread himself, 
perhaps, as much as possible by detachments over the 
country, and contenting himself with these small and 
indecisive advantages to leave the real decision as to the 
possession of terntory to the future. Ih this case the 
position has fulfilled its object. 

3 Entrenched camps near fortresses , — ^They belong, as 
already said, to the class of entrenched positions gene- 
rally, in so far, as they have for their object to cover not 
a tract of territory, but an armed force against a hostile 
attack, and only differ in i^ality from the other in this, 
that with the fortress they make up an inseparable whole, 
by which they naturally acquire much greater strength. 

But there follows further from the above the under- 
mentioned special points. 

a. That they may also have the particular object of 
rendering the siege of the fortress either impossible or 
extremely difScult. This object may be worth a great 
sacrifice of troops if the place is a port which cannot be 
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blockaded, but in suiy other case ili^have to take care 
lest the place is one which may be reduced by hunger so 
soon that the sacrifice of any considerable number of 
troops is not justifiable. 0 

b. Entrenched camps can be formed near fortresses for 
smaller bodies of troops than those in the open field. 
Four or five thousand men may be invincible under the 
walls of a fortress, when, bn the contrary, in the strongest 
camp in„the world, formed in the open field, they would 
be lost. 

c. They may be used for the assembly and organisation 
of forces which have still too little solidity to be trusted 
in contact with the enenjy, without the support afforded 
by the works of the place, as for example, recruits, militia, 
national levies, &c. 

They might, therefore, be recommended as a very use- 
ful measure, in many ways, if they had not the immense 
disadvantage of injuring the fortress, more or less, wh^ 
they cannot be occupied ; and to provide the fortress 
always with a garrison, in some measure sufficient to 
occupy the cafhp also, would be much too onerous a 
condition. 

We are, therefore, very much inclined to consider them 
only advisable for places on a sea coast, and as more 
injurious than useful in all other cases. 

If, in conclusion, we should summarise our opinion in 
a general view, then strong arid entrenched positions are — 

1. The more requisite the smaller the country, the less 
the space afforded for a retreat. 

2. The less dangerous the more surely we can reckon 
on succouring or relieving them by other forces, or by 
the inclemency of season, or by a rising of the nation, or 
by want, &c. 

3. The more efficacious, the weaker the elementary 
force of the enemy’s attack. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
^FLANK POSITIONS 

We have only allotted to this prominent conception, in 
the world of ordinary military theory, a special chapter 
in dictionary fashion, that it ^ay the more easily be 
found ; for we do not believe that anything independent 
in itself is denoted by the term. ^ 

Every position which is to be held, even if the enemy 
passes by it, is a flank position ; for from the moment 
that he does so it can have no other efficacy but that 
which it exercises on the enem5^s strategic flank. There- 
fore, necessarily, all strong positions are flank positions 
as well ; for as they cannot be attacked, the enemy ac- 
cordingly is driven to pass them by, therefore they can 
only have a value by their influence on his strategic flank. 
The direction of the proper front of a strong position is 
quite immaterial, whether it runs parallel with the enemy’s 
strategic flank, as Colberg, or at right angles as Bunzelwitz 
and Drissa, for a strong position must front every way. 

But it may also be desirable still to maintain a position 
which is not unassailable, even if the enemy passes by it, 
should its situation, for instance, give us such a prepon- 
derating advantage in the comparative relations of the 
lines of retreat and communication, that we cannot only 
make an efficacious attack on the strategic flank of the 
advancing enemy, but also that the enemy alarmed for 
his own retreat is unable to seize ours entirely ; for if 
that last is not the case, then because our position is not 
a strong, that is, not an unassailable one, we should run 
the risk of being obliged to fight without having the com- 
mand of any fetreat. 

The year 1806 affords an example which throws a light 
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on this. The disposition of the Pimgsian Army, on the 
right bank of the Saal, might in respect to Buonaparte’s 
advance by Hof, fciave become in every sense a flank 
position, if the Army had been drawn ^jp with its front 
parallel to the Saal, and there, in that position, waited 
the progress of events. 

If there had not been here such a disproportion of moral 
and physical powers, if there had only been a Daun at 
the head^of the French Army, then the Prussian position 
might have shown its efficacy by a most brilliant result. 
To pass it by was quite impossible ; that was acknow- 
ledged by Buonaparte, by his resolution to attack it ; in 
severing from it the line of retreat even Buonaparte him- 
self did not completely succeed, and if the disproportion 
in physical and moral relations had not been quite so 
great, that would have been just as little practicable as 
the passing it by, for the Prussian Army was in much less 
danger from its left wing being overpowered than the 
French Army would have been by the defeat of their 
left wing. Even with the disproportion of physical and 
moral power as it existed, a resolute and sagacious exercise 
of the command would still have given great hopes of a 
victory. There was nothing to prevent the Duke of 
Brunswick from making arrangements on the 13th, so 
that on the morning of the 14th, at daybieak, he might 
have opposed 80,000 men to the 60,000 with which 
Buonaparte passed the Saal,«-'near Jena and Dornburg. 
Had even this ' superiority in numbers, and the steep 
valley of the Saal behind the French not been sufficient 
to procure a decisive victory, still it was a fortunate 
concurrence of circumstances, and if with such advantages 
no successful decision could be gained, no decision was to 
be expected in that district ; and we should, therefore, 
have retreated further, in order to gain Reinforcements 
and weaken the enemy. 
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The Prussian position on the Saal, therefore, although 
assailable, might have been regarded as a flank position 
in respect t > the great road through Hof ; but like every 
position which be attacked, that property is not to 
be attributed to it absolutely, because it would only have 
become so if the enemy had not attempted to attack it. 

Still less would it bespeak a clear idea if those positions 
which cannot be maintained aftfer the enemy has passed 
by them, and from which, in consequence of that, the 
defensive seeks to attack the assailant’s flank, were called 
flank positions merely because his attack is directed against 
a flank ; for this flank attack has hardly anything to do 
with the position itself, or, at least, is not mainly produced 
by its properties, as is the case in the action against a 
strategic flank. 

It appears from this that there is nothing new to 
establish with regard to the properties of a flank position. 
A few words only on the character of the measure may 
properly be introduced here ; we set aside, however, com- 
pletely strong positions in the true sense, as we have said 
enough about them already. • 

A flank position which is not assailable is an extremely 
efficacious instrument, but certainly just on that account 
a dangerous one. If the assailant is checked by it, then 
we have obtained a great effect by a small expenditure 
of force ; it is the pressure of the finger on the long lever 
of a sharp bit. But if the* effect is too insignificant, if 
the assailant is not stopped, then the defensive has more 
or less imperilled his retreat, and must seek to escape 
either in haste and by a detour — consequently under 
very unfavourable circumstances, or he is in danger of 
being compelled to fight without any line of retreat being 
open to him. Against a bold adversary, having the moral 
superiority, arifi seeking a decisive solution, this means 
is therefore extremely hazardous and entirely out of place. 
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as shown by tiie example of 1806 al^ve quoted. On the 
other hand, when used against a cautiotis opponent in 
a War of mere observation, it may be reckoned one of 
the best means which the defensive can adopt. The 
Duke Ferdinand’s defence of the Weser by his position 
on the left bank, and the well-known positions of Schmot- 
seifen and Landshut are examples of this ; only the latter, 
it is true, by the catastrophe which befell Fouqu6’s corps 
in 1760, ^also shows the danger of a false application. 


CHAPTER XV 
% 

DEFENCE OF MOUNTAINS 

The influence of mountains on the conduct of War is 
very great ; the subject, therefore, is very important for 
theory. As this influence introduces into action a re^ 
tarding principle, it belongs chiefly to the defensive. We 
shall therefore discuss it here in a wider sense tjian that 
conveyed by the simple conception, defence of mountains. 
As we have discovered in our consideration of the subject 
results which run counter to general opinion in many 
points, we shall therefore be obliged to enter into rather 
an elaborate analysis of it. 

We shall first examine the tactical nature of the sub- 
ject, in order to gain the point where it connects itself 
with strategy. ' 

The endless difficulty attending the march of large 
columns on mountain roads, the extraordinary strength 
which a small post obtains by a steep scarp covering its 
front, and by ravines right and left supporting its flanks, 
are unquestionably the principal causes why such efficacy 
and strength are universally attributed to the defence of 
mountains, so that nothing but the peculiarities in arma- 
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ment and tactics at^certain periods has prevented large 
masses of combatants from engaging in it. 

When a column, winding like a serpent, toils its way 
through narrow rfvines up to the top of a mountain, and. 
passes over it at a snail’s pace, artillery and train-drivers 
with oaths and shouts, flogging their oveik-driven cattle 
through the narrow rugged roads, each broken waggon 
has to be got out of the way wfth indescribable trouble, 
whilst all behind are detained, cursing and bla^heming, 
every one then thinks to himself, Now if the enemy should 
appear with only a few hundred men, he might disperse 
the whole. From this has originated the expression used 
by historical writers, when thev describe a narrow pass 
as a place where “ a handful of men might keep an army 
in check.” At the same time, every one who has had any 
experience in War knows, or ought to know, that such a 
march through mountains has little or nothing in common 
with the attack of these same mountains, and that there- 
fore to infer from the difficulty of marching through 
mountains that the difficulty of attacking them must 
be much greater is a false conclusion. • 

It is natural enough that an inexperienced person should 
thi:s argue, and it is almost as natural that the Art of War 
itself for a certain time should have been entangled in 
the same error, for the fact which it related to was almost 
as new at that time to those accustomed to War as to 
the uninitiated. Before tlie Thirty Years’ War, owing 
to the deep order of battle, the numerous cavalry, the 
rude firearms, and other peculiarities, it was quite un- 
usual to make use of formidable obstacles of ground in 
War, and a formal defence of mountains, at least by 
r^ular troops, was almost impossible. It was not until 
a more extended order of battle was introduced, and that 
infantry and their arms became the chief part of an Army, 
that the use which might be made of hills and valle}^ 
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occurred to men’s minds. But it not until a hundred 
years afterwards, or about the middle of the eighteenth 
century, that the idea became fully developed. 

The second circumstance, namely, t)?e great defensive 
capability which might be given to a small post planted 
on a point difficult of access, was still more suited to lead 
to an exaggerated idea of the strength of mountain de- 
fences. The opinion ar6se that it was only necessary to 
multiply such a post by a certain number to make an 
Army out of a battalion, a chain of mountains out of a 
mountain. 

It is undeniable that a small post acquires an extra- 
ordinary strength by selecting a good position in a moun- 
tainous country. A small detachment, which would be 
driven off in the level country by a couple of squadrons, 
and think itself lucky to save itself from rout or capture 
by a hasty retreat, can in the mountains stand up before 
a whole Army, and, as one might say, with a kind of 
tactical effrontery exact the military honour of a regular 
attack, of having its flank turned, &c., &c. » How it 
obtains this defensive power, by obstacles to approach, 
points d'appui for its flanks, and new positions which it 
finds on its retreat, is a subject for tactics to explain ; 
we accept it as an established fact. 

It was very natural to beheve that a number of such 
posts placed in a line would give a very strong, almost 
unassailable front, and all thkt remained to be done was 
to prevent the position from being turned by extending 
it right and left until either flank-supports were met with 
commensurate with the importance of the whole, or until 
the extent of the position itself gave security against 
turning movements. A mountainous country specially 
invites such a course by presenting such a succession of 
defensive positions, each one apparently better than 
another, that one does not know where to stop ; and 
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therefore it ended and every approach to the moun- 
tains within a certain distance being guarded, with a 
view to defence, and ten or fifteen single posts, thus 
spread over a sp|ce of about fifty miles or more, were 
supposed to bid defiance to that odious turning move- 
ment. Now as the connection between these posts was 
considered sufficiently secure by the intervening spaces, 
being ground of an impassable nature (columns at that 
time not being able to quit the regular roadsj. it was 
thought a wall of brass was thus presented to the enemy. 
As an extra precaution, a few battalions, some horse 
artillery, and a dozen squadrons of cavalry, formed a 
reserve to provide against the^event of the line being 
unexpectedly burst through at any point. 

No one will deny that the prevalence of this idea is 
shown by history, and it is not certain that at this day we 
are completely emancipated from these errors. 

The course of improvement in tactics since the Middle 
Ages, with the ever increasing strength of Armies, likewise 
contributed to bring mountainous districts in this sense 
more within the scope of military action. • 

The chief characteristic of mountain defence is its com- 
plete passivity ; in this light the tendency towards the 
deltnce of mountains was very natural before Armies 
attained to their present capability of movement. But 
Armies were constantly becoming greater, and on account 
of the effect of firearms be^an to extend more and more 
into long thin lines connected with a gre*at deal of art, 
and on that account very difficult, often almost impossible, 
to move. To dispose, in order of battle, such an artistic 
machine, was often half a day’s work, and half the battle ; 
and almost all which is now attended to in the prelimi- 
nary plan of the battle was included in this first dis- 
position or drawing up. After this work was done it 
was therefore difficult to make any modifications to suit 
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new circumstances which might spring up : from this it 
followed that the assailant, being the last to form his line 
of batfle, naturally adapted it to the order of battle 
adopted by the enemy, without the la/^ter being able in 
turn to modify his in accordance. The attack thus ac- 
quired a general superiority, and the defence had no other 
means of reinstating the balance than that of seeking 
protection from the impediments of ground, and for this 
nothing ,was so favourable in general as mountainous 
ground. Thus it became an object to couple, as it were, 
the Army with a formidable obstacle of ground, and the 
two united then made common cause. The battalion 
defended the mountain, jnd the mountain the battalion ; 
so the passive defence through the aid of mountainous 
ground became highly efficacious, and there was no other 
evil in the thing itself except that it entailed a greater 
loss of freedom of movement, but of that quality they djjd 
not understand the particular use at that time. 

When two antagonistic systems act upon each other, 
the exposed, that is, the weak point on the one side 
always draws upon itself the blows from the other side. 
If the defensive becomes fixed, and as it were, spell- 
bound in posts, which are in themselves strong, and can 
not be taken, the aggressor then becomes bold in turning 
movements, because he has no apprehension about his 
own flanks. This is what took place — The turning, as 
it was called, soon became "the order of the day: to 
counteract this, positions were extended more and more ; 
they were thus weakened in front, and the offensive 
suddenly turned upon that part : instead of trpng to 
outflank by extending, the assailant now concentrated 
his masses for attack at some one point, and the line 
was broken. This is nearly what took pljice in regard to 
mountain defences according to the latest modem history. 

The offensive had thus again gained a preponderance 
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through the greater mobility of troops ; aud it was only 
through the same means that the defence could seek for 
help. But mountainous ground by its nature is of>posed 
to mobility, and ^thus the whole theory of mountain,, 
defence experienced, if we may use the expression, a 
defeat like that which the Armies engaged ‘in it in the 
Revolutionary War so often suffered. 

But that we may not reject the* good with the bad, and 
allow ourselves to be carried along by the s^eam of 
commonplace to assertions which, in actual experience, 
would be refuted a thousand times by the force of cir- 
cumstances, we must distinguish the effects of mountain 
defence according to the nature of the cases. 

The principal question to be decided here, and that 
which throws the greatest light over the whole subject 
is, whether the resistance which is intended by the 
defence of mountains is to be relative or absolute — 
whether it is only intended to last for a time, or is meant 
to end in a decisive victory. For a resistance of the 
first kind mountainous ground is in a high degree suit- 
able, and introduces into it a very poweritil element of 
strength ; for one of the latter kind, on the contrary, 
it IS m general not at all suitable, or only so m some 
spec.al cases. 

In mountains every movement is slower and more 
difficult, costs therefore more time, and more men as 
well, if within the sphere of danger. But the loss of the 
assailant in time and men is the standard by which the 
defensive resistance is measured. As long as the move- 
ment is all on the side of the offensive so long the 
defensive has a marked advantage ; but as soon as the 
defensive resorts to this principle of movement also, that 
advantage ceases. Now from the nature of the thing, 
that is to say, on tactical grounds, 'a relative resistance 
allows of a much greater degree of passivity than one 
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which is intended to lead to a decisive result, and it 
allows this passivity to be carried to an extreme, that is, 
to the 'end of the combat, which in the other case can 
never happen. The impeding elen>snt of mountain 
ground, which as a medium of greater density weakens 
all positive activity, is, therefore, completely suited to 
the passive defence. 

We have already said that a small post acquires an 
extraorcjinary strength by the nature of the ground ; 
but although this tactical result in general requires no 
further proof, we must add to what we have said some 
explanation. We must be careful here to draw a dis- 
tinction between what is relatively and what is abso- 
lutely small. If a body of troops, let its size be what 
it may, isolates a portion of itself in a position, this 
portion may possibly be exposed to the attack of the 
whole body of the enemy’s troops, therefore of a superior 
force, in opposition to which it is itself small. There, 
as a rule, no absolute but only a relative defence can 
be the object. The smaller the post in relation to the 
whole body from which it is detached and in relation to 
the whole body of the enemy, the more this appUes. 

But a post also which is small in an absolute sense, 
that is, one which is not opposed by an enemy superior 
to itself, and which, therefore, may aspire to an absolute 
defence, a real victory, will be infinitely better off in 
mountains than a large Army, and can derive more 
advantage from the ground as we shall show further on. 

Our conclusion, therefore, is, that a small post in 
mountains possesses great strength. How this may be 
of decisive utility in all cases which depend entirely on 
a relative defence is plain of itself ; but will it be of the 
same decisive utility for the absolute defence by a whole 
Army ? This is the question which we now propose to 
examine. 
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First of all we ask whether a front line composed of 
several posts has, as has hitherto been assumed, the same 
strength proportionally as each post singly. This is 
certainly not the.^case, and to suppose so would involve 
one of two errors. 

In the first place, a country without tfiads is often 
confounded \vith one which is quite impazsable. Where 
a column, or where artillery arfd cavalry cannot march, 
infantry may still, in general, be able to pass, and even, 
artillery may often be brought there as weff, for titc 
movements made in a battle by excessive efforts of short 
duration are not to be judged of by the same scale as 
marches. The secure connection of the single posts with 
one another rests therefore on an illusion, and the flanks 
are in reality in danger. 

Or next it is supposed, a line of smaU posts, which are 
very strong in front, are also equally strong on their 
flanks, because a ravine, a precipice, &c., &c., form 
excellent supports for a small post. But why are they 
so ? — not because they make it impossible to turn the 
post, but because they cause the enemy mn expenditure 
of time and of force, which gives scope for the effectual 
action of the post. The enemy who, m spite of the 
difficulty of the ground, wishes, and in fact is obliged, 
to turn such a post, because the front is unassailable 
requires, perhaps, half-a-day to execute his purpose, and 
cannot after all accomplish* it without some loss of men. 
Now if such a post can be succoured, *or if it is only 
designed to resist for a certain space of time, or lastly, 
if it is able to cope with the enemy, then the flank 
supports have done their part, and we may say the 
position had not only a strong front, but strong flanks 
as well. But it is not the same if it is a question of a 
line of posts, forming part of an extended mountain 

position. None of these three conditions are realised in 
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that case. The enemy attacks one point with an over- 
whehning force, the support in rear is perhaps slight, 
and ye'c it is a question of absolute resistance. Under 
such circumstances the flank supports »of such posts are 
worth nothing. 

Upon a weak point like this the attack usually directs 
its blows. The assault with concentrated, and therefore 
very superior forces, upon a point in front, may cer- 
tainly helmet by a resistance, which is very violent as 
regards that point, but which is unimportant as regards the 
whole. After it is overcome, the line is pierced, and the 
object of the attack attained. 

From this it follows ^that the relative resistance in 
mountain warfare is, in general, greater than in a level 
country, that it is comparatively greatest in small posts, 
and does not increase in the same measure as the masses 
increase. ~ 

Let us now turn to the real object of great battles 
generally — to the positive victory which may also be the 
object in the defence of mountains. If the whole mass, 
or the principal part of the force, is employed for that 
purpose, then the defence of mountains changes itself eo 
ipso into a defensive battle in the mountains, A battle, 
that is the application of all our powers to the destruc- 
tion of the enemy is now the form, a victory the object 
of the combat. The defence of mountains which takes 
place in this combat, appears now a subordinate con- 
sideration, for it is no longer the object, it is only the 
means. Now in this view, how does the ground in 
mountains answer to the object ? 

The character of a defensive battle is a passive reaction 
in front, and an increased active reaction in rear ; but 
for this the ground in mountains is a paralysing prin- 
ciple. There are two reasons for this : first, want of 
roads affording means of rapidly moving in all directions. 
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from the rear towards the front, and even the sudden 
tactical attack is hampered by the unevenness of ground ; 
secondly, a free view over the country, and the enemy’s 
movements is not^to be had. The ground -in moun- 
tains, therefore, ensures in this case to the enemy the 
same advantages which it gave to us in the front, and 
deadens all the better half of the resistance. To this 
is to be added a third objection, namely the danger of 
being cut off. Much as a mountainous coiKitry is*^. 
favourable to a retreat, made under a pressure exerted 
along the whole front, and great as may be the loss of 
time to an enemy who makes a turning movement in 
such a country, still these again tire only advantages in 
the case of a relative defence, advantages which have no 
connection with the decisive battle, the resistance to the 
last extremity. The resistance will last certainly some- 
what longer, that is until the enemy has reached a 
point withe his flank-columns which menaces or com- 
pletely bars our retreat. Once he has gained such a 
point then relief is a thing hardly possible.^ No act of 
the offensive which we can make from the rear can 
drive him out again from the points which threaten us ; 
no desperate assault with our whole mass can clear the 
passage which he blocks. Whoever thinks he discovers in 
this a contradiction, and believes that the advantages 
which the assailant has in mQuntain warfare, must also 
accrue to the defensive in an attempt to cut his way 
through, forgets the difference of circumstances. The 
corps which opposes the passage is not engaged in an 
absolute defence, a few hours’ resistance will probably 
be sufficient ; it is, therefore, in the situation of a small 
post. Besides this, its opponent is no longer in full 
possession of all his fighting powers ; he is thrown into 
disorder, wants ammunition, &c. Therefore, in any 
view, the chance of cutting through is small, and this 
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is the danger that the defensive fears above ail ; this 
fear i^ at work even during the battle, and enervates 
every fibre of the struggling athlete. A nervous sensi- 
bility springs up on tbe flanks, and frvery small detach- 
ment which the aggressor makes a display of on any 
wooded eminence in our rear, is for him a new lever, 
helping on the victory., 

These disadvantages will, for the most part, disappear, 
leaving*dll the advantages, if the defence of a mountain 
district consists in the concentrated disposition of the 
Army on an extensive moimtain plateau. There we may 
imagine a very strong front ; flanks very difticult of 
approach, and yet the most perfect freedom of move- 
ment, both within and in rear of the position. Such a 
position would be one of the strongest that there can 
be, but it is little more than an illusion, for although 
most mountains are more easily traversed along "their 
crests than on their declivities, yet most plateaux of 
mountains are either too small for such a purpose, or 
they have co proper right to be called pla?eaux, and 
are so termed more in a geological, than in a geometrical 
sense. 

For smaller bodies of troops, the disadvantages of a 
defensive position in mountains diminish as we have 
already remarked. The cause of this is, that such 
bodies take up less spaces and require fewer roads for 
retreat, &c.,'&c. A single hill is not a mountain system, 
and has not the same disadvantages. The smaller the 
force, the more easily it can establish itself on a single 
ridge or hill, and the less will be the necessity for it to 
get entangled in the intricacies of countless steep moun- 
tain gorges. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

DEFENCE^ OF MOUNTAINS {Continued) 

We now proceed to the strategic use of -the tactical 
results developed in the preceding chapter. 

We make a distinction between* the following points 

1. A mountainous district as a battle-field. ^ 

2. The influence which the possession of it exercises oA 
other parts of the country. 

3. Its effect as a strategic barrier. 

4. The attention which it demands in respect to the 
supply of the troops. 

The first and most important of these heads, we must 
again subdivide as follows : — 

a, A general action. 

b. Inferior combats. 

81. A MOUNTAIN SYSTEM AS A BATTLE-FIELD. 

We have shown in the preceding chapter how un- 
favourable mountain ground is to the defensive in a 
dect we battle, and, on the other hand, how much it 
favours the assailant. This runs exactly counter to the 
generally received opinion ; but then how many other 
things there are which general opinion confuses ; how 
little does it draw distinctions between things which are 
of the most opposite nature I From the powerful resist- 
ance which small bodies of troops may offer in a moun- 
tainous country, common opinion becomes impressed 
with an idea that all mountain defence is extremely 
strong, and is astonished when any one denies that this 
great strength 1? communicated to the greatest act of all 
defence, the defensive battle. On the other hand, it is 
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instantly ready, whenever a battle is lost by the defensive 
in mountain warfare, to point out the inconceivable 
error t)f a S57stem of cordon war, without any regard to 
the fact that in the nature of things such a system is 
unavoidable in mountain warfare. We do not hesitate 
to put ourselves in direct opposition to such an opinion, 
and at the same time we must mention, that to our 
great satisfaction, we have found our views supported 
in the works of an author whose opinion ought to have 
great weight in this matter ; we allude to the history 
of the campaigns of 1796 and 1797, by the Archduke 
Charles, himself a good historical writer, a good critic, 
and above all, a good General. 

We can only charactense it as a lamentable position 
when the weaker defender, who has laboriously, by the 
greatest effort, assembled all his forces, in order to make 
the assailant feel the effect of his love of Fatherland, 
of his enthusiasm and his ability, in a decisive battle — 
when he on whom every eye is fixed in anxious expecta- 
tion, having betaken himself to the obscurity of thickly 
veiled mounfdins, and hampered in every movement by 
the obstinate ground, stands exposed to the thousand 
possible forms of attack which his powerful adversary 
can use against him. Only towards one single side is 
there still left an open field for his intelligence, and that 
is in making all possible use of every obstacle of ground ; 
but this leads close to the borders of the disastrous war 
of cordons, which, under all circumstances, is to be 
avoided. Very far therefore from seeing a refuge for 
the defensive, in a mountainous country, when a decisive 
battle IS sought, we should rather advise a General in 
such a case to avoid such a field by every possible 
means. 

It is true, however, that this is sometimes impossible ; 
but the battle will then necessarily have a very different 
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character from one in a level country : the disposition of 
the troops will be much more extended— in most cases 
twice or three times the length ; the resistanqie more 
passive, the cotm^er blow much less effective. ^These are, 
influences of mountain ground which are inevitable ; still, 
in such a battle the defensive is not to be converted into 
a mere defence of mountains ; the predominating char- 
acter must be a concentrated order of battle in the moun- 
tains, in which everything imites into one battle, and 
passes as much as possible under the eye of one Coik- 
mander, and in which there are sufficient reserves to make 
the decision something more than a mere warding off, a 
mere holding up of the shield. This condition is indis- 
pensable, but difficult to realise ; and the drifting into 
the pure defence of mountains comes so naturally, that 
we cannot be surprised at its often happening ; the danger 
in this is so great that theory cannot too urgently raise a 
warning voice. 

Thus much as to a decisive battle with the main body 
of the Army. — 

For combats of minor significance and "Importance, a 
mountainous countrJ^ on the other hand, may be very 
fa\ curable, because the main point in them is not absolute 
defence, and because no decisive results are coupled with 
them. We may make this plainer by enumerating the 
objects of this reaction. 

a. Merely to gain time. This motive occurs a hundred 
times : always in the case of a defensive hbe formed with 
the view of observation ; besides that, in all cases in 
which a reinforcement is expected. 

b. The repulse of a mere demonstration or minor enter- 
prise of the enemy. If a province is guarded by moun- 
tains which are defended by troops, then his defence, 
however weak, will always suffice to prevent partisan 
attacks and expeditions intended to plunder the country. 
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Without the mountains, such a weak chain of posts would 
be tiseless. 

c. Ta* make demonstrations on our own part. It will 
be some time yet before general opinion with respect to 
mountains will be brought to the right point ; until then 
an enemy may at any time be met with who is afraid of 
them, and shrinks back from them in his undertakings. 
In such a case, therefore, the principal body may also be 
used for^the defence of a mountain system. In Wars 
carried on with little energy or movement, this state of 
things will often happen ; but it must always be a condi- 
tion then that we neither design to accept a general action 
in this mountain position, nor can be compelled to do so. 

d. In general, a mountainous country is suited for all 
positions m which we do not intend to accept any great 
battle, for each of the separate parts of the Army is 
stronger there, and it is only the whole that is weak^; 
besides, in such a position, it is not so easy to be suddenly 
attacked and forced into a decisive battle. 

e. Lastly, a mountainous country is the true fegion for 
the efforts of* a people in arms. But while national 
risings should always be supported by small bodies of 
regular troops, on the other hand, the proximity of a 
great Army seems to have an unfavourable effect upon 
movements of this kind ; this motive, therefore, as a rule, 
will never give occasion for transferring the whole Army 
to the mountains. 

Thus much for mountains in connection with the posi- 
tions which may be taken up there for battle. 


2. THE INFLUENCE OF MOUNTAINS ON OTHER PARTS 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

Because, as we have seen, it is so easy in moimtainous 
ground to secure a considerable tract of territory by small 
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posts, so weak in numbers that in a district easily tra- 
versed they could not maintain themselves, and would 
be continually exposed to danger ; because ev^ step 
forward in moimj|ains which have been occupied by th^ 
enemy must be made much more slowly than in a level 
coimtry, and therefore cannot be made at the same rate 
with him — therefore the question, Who is in possession ? 
— ^is also much more important in reference to mountains 
than to any other tract of country of equal extent. Jn> 
an open country, the possession may change from day to 
day. The mere advance of strong detachments compels 
the enemy to give up the country we want to occupy. 
But it IS not so in mountains ; there a very stout resist- 
ance is possible by much inferior forces, and for that 
reason, if we require a portion of country which includes 
mountains, enterprises of a special nature, formed for the 
purpose, and often necessitating a considerable expendi- 
ture of time as well as of men, are always required in order 
to obtain possession. If, therefore, the mountains of a 
country are not the theatre of the principal operations of 
a War, we cannot, as we should were it th^ case of a dis- 
trict of level country, look upon the possession of the 
mountains as dependent on and a necessary consequence 
of our success at other parts. 

A mountainous district has therefore much more inde- 
pendence, and the possession of it is much firmer and less 
liable to change. If we add to this that a ridge of moun- 
tains from its crests affords a good view over the adjacent 
open country, whilst it hides the district behind it, we 
may therefore conceive that when we are close to moun- 
tains, without being in actual possession of them, they 
are to be regarded as a constant source of disadvantage 
— a sort of laboratory of hostile forces ; and this will be 
the case in a slill greater degree if the mountains are not 
only occupied by the enemy, but also form part of his 
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territory. The smallest bodies of adventurous partisans 
alwa}^ find shelter there if pursued, and can then sally 
forth afjain with impunity at other points ; the largest 
bodies, under their cover, can approaclj. unperceived, and 
our forces must, therefore, alwa}^ keep at a sufficient 
distance if they would avoid getting within reach of their 
dominating influence — ^if they would not be exposed to 
disadvantageous combats and sudden attacks which they 
cannot return. 

In this manner every mountain system exercises a very 
great influence over the lower and more level country 
adjacent to it, up to a certain distance. Whether this 
influence shall take effect momentarily, for instance in 
a battle (as at Maltsch on the Rhine, 1796) or only after 
some time upon the lines of communication, depends on 
the local relations ; — whether or not it shall be overcome 
through some decisive event happening in the valley^^r 
level country, depends on the relations of the armed forces 
to each other respectively. 

Buonaparte, in 1805 and 1809, advanced upon Vienna 
without troubling himself much about the Tyrol ; but 
Moreau had to leave Swabia in 1796, chiefly because he 
was not master of the more elevated parts of the country, 
and too many troops were required to watch them. In 
campaigns, m which there is an evenly balanced series of 
alternate successes on each side, we shall not expose our- 
selves to the constant disadvantage of the mountains 
remaining in possession of the enemy : we need, therefore, 
only endeavour to seize and retain possession of that 
portion of them which is required on account of the direc- 
tion of the principal lines of our attack ; this generally 
leads to the mountains being the arena of the separate 
minor combats which take place between forces on each 
side. But we must be careful of overrating the import- 
ance of this circumstance, and being led to consider a 
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mountain-chain as the key to the whole in all cases, and 
its possession as the main point. When a victory is the 
object sought; then it is the principal object ^ and if 
the victory is gained, other things can be regulated ac- 
cording to the paramount requirement of the situation. 


5. MOUNTAINS CONSIDERED fN THEIR ASPECT OF A 
STRATEGIC BARRIER. 

We must divide this subject under two heads. ^ 

The first is again that of a decisive battle. We can, 
for instance, consider the mountain chain as a river, that 
is, as a barrier with certain points of passage, which may 
afford us an opportunity of gaming a victory, because 
the enemy will be compelled by it to divide his forces in 
advancing, and is tied down to certain roads, which will 
enable us with our forces concentrated behind the moun- 
tains to fall upon fractions of his force. As the assailant 
on his march through the mountains, irrespective of all 
other considerations, cannot march in a single column 
because he would thus expose himself tef the danger of 
getting engaged in a decisive battle with only one line of 
retreat, therefore, the defensive method recommends itself 
Certainly on substantial grounds. But as the conception 
of mountains and their outlets is very undefined, the 
question of adopting this plan depends entirely on the 
nature of the country itself, and it can only be pointed 
out as possible whilst it must also be considered as at- 
tended with two disadvantages, the first is, that if the 
enemy receives a severe blow, he soon finds shelter in 
the mountains ; the second is, that he is in possession of 
the higher ground, which, although not decisive, must 
still always be regarded as a disadvantage for the pursuer. 

We know ot no battle given under such circumstances 
unless the battle with Alvinzi in 1796 can be so classed. 
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But that the case may occur is plain from Buonaparte’s 
passage of the Alps in the year 1800, when Melas might 
and sho^d have fallen on him with his whole force before 
he had united his columns. 

The second influence which mountains may have as a 
barrier is that;* which they have upon the lines of com- 
mraication if they cross those lines. Without taking 
into account what may be done by erecting forts at the 
points of passage and by arming the people, the bad roads 
in mountains at certain seasons of the year may of them- 
selves alone prove at once destructive to an Army ; they 
have frequently compelled a retreat after having first 
sucked all the marrow and blood out of the Army. If, 
in addition, troops of active partisans hover round, or 
there is a national rising to add to the difficulties, then 
the enemy is obliged to make large detachments, and at 
last driven to form strong posts in the mountains and thus 
gets engaged in one of the most disadvantageous situa- 
tions that can be in an offensive War, 

4. MOUNTJUNS IN THEIR RELATION TO THE PRO^ 
VISIONING AN ARMY. 

This is a very simple subject, easy to understand. The 
opportunity to make the best use of them in this respect 
is when the assailant is either obhged to remain in the 
mountains, or at least to leave them close in his rear. 

These considerations on the defence of mountains, which, 
in the main, embrace all mountain warfare, and, by their 
reflection, throw edso the necessary hght on offensive War, 
must not be deemed incorrect or iinpiacticable because 
we can neither make plains out of mountains, nor bilk 
out of plains, and the choice of a theatre of War is deter- 
mined by so many other things that it app&rs as if there 
was little margin left for considerations of this kind. In 
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affairs of magnitude it will be found that this margin is 
not so small. If it is a question of the disposition and 
effective employment of the principal force, said that, 
even in the moment of a decisive battle, by a few marches 
more to the front or rear an Army can be brought out of 
mountain ground into the level country, then a resolute 
concentration of the diief masses in the plain will neutra- 
lise the adjoining mountains. 

We shall now once more collect the light whjfh has b^en 
thrown on the subject, and bring it to a focus in one 
distinct picture. 

We maintain and believe we have shown, tha?# moun- 
tains, both tactically and stra-^egically, are in general un- 
favourable to the defensive, meaning thereby, that kind 
of defensive which is decisive, on the result of which the 
question of the possession or loss of the country depends. 
They limit the view and prevent movements in every 
direction ; they force a state of passivity, and make it 
necessary to stop every avenue or passage, which always 
leads more or less to a war of cordons. We should 
therefore, if possible, avoid mountains with the principal 
mass of our force, and leave them on one side, or keep 
them before or behind us. 

At the same time, we think that, for minor operations 
and objects, there is an element of increased strength to 
be found in mountain ground ; and after what has been 
said, we shall not be accused of inconsistency in maintain- 
ing that such a country is the real place* of refuge for the 
weak, that is, for those who dare not any longer seek an 
absolute decision. On the other hand again, the advan- 
tages derived from a mountainous coimtry by troops 
acting an inferior r6le cannot be participated in by large 
masses of troops. 

Still all these considerations will hardly counteract the 
impressions made on the senses. The imagination not 
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only of the inexperienced but also of all those accustomed 
to bad methods of War will still feel in the concrete case 
such an Dverpowering dread of the difficulties which the 
inflexible and retarding nature of moufitainous ground 
oppose to all the movements of an assailant, that they 
will hardly be able to look upon our opinion as an3^hing 
but a most singular paradox. Then again, with those 
who take a general view, the history of the last century 
(with its p^uliar form of War) will take the place of the 
impression of the senses, and therefore there will be but 
few who will not still adhere to the belief that Austria, 
for example, should be better able to defend her states 
on the Italian side than o^p the side of the Rhine. On 
the other hand, the French who carried on War for twenty 
years under a leader both energetic and indifferent to 
minor considerations, and have constantly before their 
eyes the successful results thus obtained, will, for some 
time to come, distinguish themselves in this as well as in 
other cases by the tact of a practised judgment. 

Does it follow from this that a State would be better 
protected by aiT open country than by mountains, that 
Spain would be stronger without the Pyrenees ; Lombardy 
more difficult of access without the Alps, and a level 
country such as North Germany more difficult to conquer 
than a mountainous coimtry ? To these false deductions 
we shall devote our concluding remarks. 

We do not assert that Spain would be stronger without 
the P5n:enees thafi with them, but we say that a Spanish 
Army, feeling itself strong enough to engage in a decisive 
battle, would do better by concentrating itself in a posi- 
tion behind the Ebro, than by distributing itself amongst 
the fifteen passes of the Pyrenees. But the influence of 
the P3nrenees on War is very far from bein^set aside on 
that account. We say the same respecting an Italian 
Army. If it divided itself in the High Alps it would be 
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vanquished by each resolute Commander it encountered, 
without even the alternative of victory or defeat ; whilst 
in the plains of Turin it would have the same chance as 
every other Army.^ But still no one can on that account 
suppose that it is desirable for an aggressor to have to 
march over masses of mountains such as the Alps, and 
to leave them behind. Besides, a determination to accept 
a'great battle in the plains, by no means excludes a pre- 
liminary defence of the mountains by subordinate forces^ 
an arrangement very advisable in respect to such masses 
as the Alps and Pyrenees. Lastly, it is far from our 
intention to argue that the conquest of a mountainous 
country is easier than that of a level ♦ one, unless a single 
victory sufficed to prostrate the enemy completely.. After 
this victory ensues a state of defence for the conqueror, 
during which the mountainous ground must be as dis- 
advantageous to the assailant as it was to the defensive, 
and even more so. If the War continues, if foreign as- 
sistance arrives, if the people take up arms, this reaction 
will gain strength from a mountainous country. 

It is here as in dioptrics, the image represented becomes 
more luminous when moved in a certain direction, not, 
however, as far as one pleases, but only until the focus 
is reached, beyond that the effect is reversed. 

If the defensive is weaker in the mountains, that 
would seem to be a reason for the assailant to prefer a 
line of operations in the fountains. But this will 
seldom occur, because the difficulties of sfupporting an 
Army, and those arising from the roads, the uncertainty as 
to whether the enemy will accept battle in the mountains, 
and even whether he will take up a position there with his 
principal force, tend to neutralise that possible advantage. 

* As it is conceived that the words “ ebenen ” and “ gebirgtgen ” in 
this passage in the Sriginal have by some means become transposed, 
their equivalents — level and mountainous — are here placed in the order 
in which it is presumed the author intended the wo^ds to stand. — ^T r. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

DEFENCE OF MOUNTAINSr {Continued) 

In the fifteenth chapter we spoke of the nature of 
combats in mountains, and in the sixteenth of the use 
to be made of them 15y Strategy, and in so doing we 
often came upon the idea of mountain defence, without 
stopping^ to consider the form and details of such a 
measure. We shall now examine it more closely. 

As mountain systems frequently extend like streaks or 
belts over the surface of the earth, and form the division 
between streams flowing in different directions, conse- 
quently the separation between whole water systems, 
and as this general form repeats itself in the parts com- 
posing that whole, inasmuch as these parts diverge frojp 
the main chain in branches or ridges, and then form thi* 
separation between lesser water systems ; hence the idea 
of a system of mountain defence has naturally iounded 
itself m tht: first instance, and afterwards developed 
itself, upon the conception of the general form of moun- 
tains, that of an obstacle, like a great barrier, having 
greater length than breadth. Although geologists are 
not yet agreed as to the origin of mountains and the 
laws of their formation, still m every case the course of 
the waters indicates in the* shortest and surest manner 
the general form of the system, whether the action of 
the water has contributed to give that general form 
(according to the aqueous theory) or that the course 
of the water is a consequence ot the form of the system 
itself. It was, therefore, very natural again, in devising 
a system of mountain defence, to take the course of the 
waters as a guide, as those courses form a natural series 
of levels, from which we can obtain both the general 
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height and the general profile of the mountain, while the 
valleys formed by the streams present also the best 
means of access to the heights, because so iiucl^ of the 
effect of the erosiye and alluvial action o' the water is 
permanent, that the inequalities of the slopes of the 
mountain are smoothed down by it to one regular slope. 
Hence, therefore, the idea of mountain defence would 
assume that, when a mountain ran about parallel with 
the front to be defended, it was to be regarded as a 
great obstacle to approach, as a kind of rampart, the 
gates of which were formed by the valleys. The real 
defence was then to be made on the crest of this ram- 
part (that IS, on the edge of the plateau which crowned 
the mountain) and cu^ the valleys transversely. ^ If the 
line of the principal mountain-chain formed somewhat 
of a right angle with the front of defence, then one of 
the principal branches would be selected to be used 
instead ; thus the line chosen would be parallel to one 
of the principal valleys, and run up to the principal 
ridge, which might be regarded as the extremity. 

We have noticed this scheme for mountain defence 
founded on the geological structure of the earth, because 
it really presented itself in theory for some time, and in 
the so-called “ theory of ground ” the laws of the process 
of aqueous action have been mixed up with the conduct 
of War. 

But all this is so full of false hypotheses and incorrect 
substitutions, that when these are abstracted, nothing in 
reality remains to serve as the basis of any kind of a 
system. 

The principal ridges of real mountains are far too 
impracticable and inhospitable to place large masses of 
troops upon them ; it is often the same with the adjacent 
ridges, they are ‘bf ten too short and' irregular. Plateaux 

do not exist on all mountain ridges, and where they are 
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to be found they are mostly narrow, and therefore unfit 
to accommodate many troops ; indeed, there are few 
mountains which, closely examined, will be found sur- 
mounted by an uninterrupted ridge, or which have their 
sides at such an angle that they form in some measure 
practicable slopes, or, at least, a succession of terraces. 
The principal ridge winds, bends, and splits itself; immense 
branches launch into the adjacent country in curved 
lines, and lift themselves often just at their termination 
to a greater height than the main ridge itself ; promon- 
tories then join on, and form deep valleys which do not 
correspond with the general system. Thus it is that, 
when several lines ol mountains cross each other, or at 
those points from which they branch out, the concep- 
tion of a small band or belt is completely at an end, 
and gives place to mountain and water lines radiating 
from a centre in the form of a star. 

From this it follows, and it will strike those who havF 
examined mountain-masses m this manner the more 
forcibly, that the idea of a systematic disposition is out 
of the question, and that to adhere to such an idea as a 
fundamental principle for our measures would be wholly 
impracticable. There is still one important point to 
notice belonging to the province of practical application. 

If we look closely at mountain warlare in its tactical 
aspects, it is evident that these are of two principal 
kinds, the first of which is* the delence of steep slopes, 
the second is that of narrow valleys. Now this last, 
which is often, indeed almost generally, highly favourable 
to the action of the defence, is not very compatible with 
the disposition on the principal ridge, for the occupation 
of the valley itself is often required and that at its outer 
extremity nearest to the open country, not at its com- 
mencement, because there its sides are sleeper. Besides, 
this defence of valleys offers a means of defending moun- 
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tainous districts, even when the ridge itself affords no 
position which can be occupied ; the r 61 e which it per- 
forms is, therefore, generally greater in proportion as the 
masses of the mountains are higher and more inaccessible. 

The result of alf these considerations is, that we must 
entirely give up the idea of a defensible Jine more or 
less regular, and -coincident with one of the geological 
lines, and must look upon a mcftintain range as merely 
a surface intersected and broken with inequalities and 
obstacles strewed over it in the most diversifiefl manner, 
the features of which we must try to make the best use 
of which circumstances permit ; that therefore, although 
a knowledge of the geological features of the ground is 
indispensable to a clear conception of the form of 
mountain masses, it is of little value in the organisation 
of defensive measures. 

Neither in the War of the Austrian Succession, nor in 
the Seven Years’ War, nor in those of the French 
Revolution, do we find military dispositions which com- 
prehended a whole mountain system, and in which the 
defence was systematised in accordance witlr the leading 
features of that system. Nowhere do we find Armies on 
the principal ridges always in position on the slopes. 
Sometimes at a greater, sometimes at a lower elevation ; 
sometimes in one direction, sometimes in another ; 
parallel, at right angles, and obliquely ; with and against 
the watercourse ; in lofty rAountains, such as the Alps, 
frequently extended along the valleys ; amongst moun- 
tains of an inferior class, like the Sudetics (and this is 
the strangest anomaly), at the middle of the declivity, 
as it sloped towards the defepder, therefore with the 
principal ridge in front, like the position in which 
Frederick the Great, in 1762, covered the siege of 
Schwednitz, wife the “ hohe Eule ’’ before the front of 
his camp. 
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The celebrated positions, Schmotseifen and Landshut, 
in the Seven Years’ War, are for the most part in the 
bottoi^S of valleys. It is the same with the position of 
Feldkirch, in the Vorarlsberg. In the campaigns of 1799 
and 1800, the chief posts, both ol the French and 
Austrians, were always quite in the valleys, not merely 
across them so as to close them, but also parallel with 
them, whilst the ridged" were either not occupied at all, 
or merely by a few single posts. 

The crests of the higher Alps in particular are so 
difficult of access, and afford so little space for the 
accommodation of troops, that it would be impossible 
to place any considerable bodies of men there. Now if 
we must positively ha\^e Armies m mountains to keep 
possession of them, there is nothing to be done but to 
place them in the valleys. At first sight this appears 
erroneous, because, in accordance with the prevalent 
theoretical ideas, it will be said, the heights command 
the valleys. But that is really not the case. Mountain 
ridges are only accessible by a few paths and rudg tracks, 
with a few 'Exceptions only passable for infantry, whilst 
the carriage roads are in the valleys. The enemy can 
only appear there at certain points with infantry ; but 
in these mountain masses the distances are too great 
for any effective fire of small arms, and therefore a 
position m the valleys is less dangerous than it appears. 
At the same time, the villey defence is exposed to 
another great*danger, that of being cut off. The enemy 
can, it is true, only descend into the valley with infantry, 
at certain points, slowly and with great exertion ; he 
cannot, therefore, take us by surprise ; but none of the 
positions we have in the valley defend the outlets of 
such paths into the valley. The enemy can, therefore, 
bring down large masses gradually, then*spread out, and 
burst through the thin, and from that moment, weak 
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line, which, perhaps, has nothing more for its protection 
than the rocky bed of a shallow mountain-stream. But 
now retreat, v>hich must always be made )ieceme^l in a 
vaUey, until the outlet from the mountaiii^ is reached, 
is impossible for many parts of the line of troops ; and 
that was the reason that the Austrians iif Switzerland 
almost always lost a third, or a half of their troops 
taken prisoners. — 

Now a few words on the usual way of dividing troops 
in such a method of defence. 

Each of the subordinate positions is in relation with 
a position taken up by the principal body of troops, 
more or less in the centre of the whole line, on the 
principal road of approach. From this central position, 
other bodies are detached right and left to occupy the 
most important points of approach, and thus the whole 
is disposed in a line, as it were, of three, four, five, six 
posts, &c. How far this fractioning and extension of 
the line shall be carried, must depend on the require- 
ments of each individual case. An extent of a couple 
of marches, that is, fifty to sixty miles is of moderate 
length, and we have seen it carried as far as one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty miles. 

Between each of these separate posts, which are one 
or two leagues from each other, there will probably be 
some approaches of inferior importance, to which after- 
wards attention must be directed. Some very good 
posts for a couple of battalions each are selected, which 
form a good connection between the chief posts, and 
they are occupied. It is easy to see that the distribu- 
tion of the force may be cari^d still further, and go 
down to posts occupied rnly by single companies and 
squadrons ; and this has often happened. There are, 
therefore, in this no general limits to the extent of 
fractioning. On the other hand, the strength of each 
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post must depend on the strength of the whole; and 
therefore we can say nothing as to the possible Or natural 
degree^ which should be observed with regard to the 
strength of the principal posts. We ^hall only append, 
as a guide, some maxims which are drawn from experi- 
ence and the*nature of the case. 

1. The more lofty and inaccessible the mountains are, 
so much the further this separation of divisions of the 
force not only may be, but also must be^ carried ; for the 
less any portion of a country can be kept secure by 
combinations dependent on the movement of troops, so 
much the more must the security be obtained by direct 
covering. The defence of the Alps requires a much 
greater division of force, and therefore approaches nearer 
to the cordon system, than the defence of the Vosges or 
the Giant mountains. 

2. Hitherto, wherever defence of mountains has take^ 
place, such a division of the force employed has been 
made that the chief posts have generally consisted of 
only one line of infantry, and in a second line, some 
squadrons < 5 T cavalry ; at all events, only the chief post 
established in the centre has perhaps had some battalions 
in a second line. 

3. A strategic reserve, to reinforce any point attacked 
has very seldom been kept in rear, because the extension 
of front made the line feel too weak already in all parts. 
On this account the support which a post attacked has 
received, has 'generally been furnished Irom other posts 
in the line not themselves attacked. 

4. Even when the division of the forces has been 
relatively moderate, an^the strength of each single post 
considerable, the principal resistance has been always 
conhned to a local defence ; and if once the enemy 
succeeded in wresting a post, it has been impossible to 
recover it by any supports afterwards arriving. 
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How much, according to this, may be expected from 
mountaiij^ defence, in what cases tliis means may be 
used, how far we can and may go in the extension and 
fractioning of the forces — these are all /juestioM which 
theory must lea\% to the tact of the General. It is 
enough if it tells him what these means really are, and 
what r61e they can perform in the active operations of 
the Army. • 

A General who allows himself to be beaten in an 
extended mountain position deserves to be brought before 
a court-martial. 


CHAPTER XVIII 

DEFENCE OF STREAMS AND RIVERS 

Streams and large rivers, in so far as we speak of their 
defence, belong, like mountains, to the category of 
strategic barriers. But they differ from mountains in 
two respects. The one concerns their relative, the other 
their absolute defence. 

Like mountains, they strengthen the relative defence ; 
but one of their pecuhanties is, that they are like imple- 
ments of hard and brittle metal, they either stand every 
blow without bending, or their defence breaks and then 
ends altogether. If the •river is very large, and the 
other conditions are favourable, then the passage may 
be absolutely impossible. But if the defence of any 
river is forced at one point, then there cannot be, as in 
mountain warfare, a persistent defence afterwards ; the 
affair is finished with that or|| act, unless that the river 
itself runs between mountains. 

The other peculiarity of rivers in relation to War is, 
that in many cases they admit of very good, and in 
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general of better combinations than mountains for a 
decisive battle. ^ 

Both again have this property in common, that they 
are dangerous and seductive objects which have often 
led to false measures, and placed GreKerals in awkward 
situations. We shall notice these results in examining 
more closely the defence of rivers. 

Although history is rather bare m examples of rivers 
defended with success, and therefore the opinion is justi- 
fied that tHvers and streams are no such formidable 
barriers as was once supposed, when an absolute defensive 
system seized all means of strengthening itself which the 
country offered, still the influence which they exercise 
to the advantage of the battle, as well as of the defence 
of a country, cannot be denied. 

In order to look over the subject in a connected form, 
we shall specify the different points of view from which 
we propose to examine it. 

First and foremost, the strategic results which streams 
and rivers produce through their defence, must be dis- 
tinguished from the influence which they have on the 
defence of a country, even when not themselves specially 
defended. 

Further, the defence itself may take three different 
forms : — 

1. An absolute defence with the main body. 

2. A mere demonstration of ^resistance. 

3. A relative resistance by subordinate bodies of troops, 
such as outposts, covering lines, flanking detachments &c. 

Lastly, we must distinguish three different degrees or 
kinds of defence, in each of its forms, namely — 

1. A direct defence by opposing the passage. 

2. A rather indirect one, by which the river and its 
valley are only used as a means towards a better com- 
bination for the battle. 
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3. A completely direct one, by holding an unassailable 
positionN^n the enemy’s side of the river. 

We shall subdivide our observations, in conformity 
with these three degrees, and after we have matie our- 
selves acquainted Vith each of them in its relation to 
the first, which is the most important of the forms, we 
shall then proceed to do the same in respect to their 
relations to the other two. Thfjrefore, first, the direct 
defence, that is, such a defence as is to prevent the 
passage of the enemy’s Army itself. • 

This can only come into the question m relation to 
large rivers, that is, great bodies of water. 

The combinations of space, time, and force, which 
require to be looked into as elements of this theory of 
defence, make the subject somewhat complicated, so that 
it is not easy to gain a sure point from which to com- 
mence. The following is the result at which every one 
will arrive on full consideration. 

The time required to build a bridge determines the 
distance from each other at which the detachments 
charged with the defence of the river should be posted. 
If we divide the whole length of the line of defence by 
this distance, we get the number of bodies required for 
the defence ; if with that number we divide the mass 
of troops disposable, we shall get the strength of each 
detachment. If we now compare the strength of each 
single body with the numbef of troops which the enemy, 
by using all the means m his power, can pass over 
during the construction of his bridge, we shall be able 
to judge how far we can expect a successful resistance. 
For we can only assume the Arcing of the passage to 
be impossible when the defend^ is able to attack the 
troops passed over with a considerable numerical supe- 
riority, say the %ouhle, before the bridge is completed. 
An illustration will make this plain. 
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If the enemy requires twenty-four hours for j);he con- 
struction of a bridge, and if he can by other njians only 
pass over 20,000 men in those twenty-four hours, whilst 
the deJender within twelve hours can appear at any 
point whatever with 20,000 men, in such case the passage 
cannot be forced ; for the defender will arrive when the 
enemy engaged in crossing has only passed over the 
half of 20,000. Now as in twelve hours, the time for 
conveying intelhgence included, we can march twenty 
miles, therefore every forty miles 20,000 men would be 
required, which would make 60,000 for the defence of a 
length of one hundred and twenty miles of river. These 
would be sufficient for the appearance of 20,000 men at 
any point, even if the enemy attempted the peissage at 
two points at the same time ; if at only one point twice 
20,000 men could be brought to oppose him at that 
single point. 


Here, then, there are three circumstances exercising ” vt 
decisive influence : (i) the breadth of the river ; (2) the 
means of passage, for the two determine both the time 
required tT construct the bridge, and the number of 
troops that can cross during the time the bridge is being 
built ; (3) the strength of the defender’s Army. The 
strength of the enemy’s force itself does not as yet come 
into consideration. According to this theory we may say 
that there is a point at which the possibility of crossing 
completely stops, and that no numerical superiority on the 
part of the enemy would enable him to forr^ a passage. 

This is the simple theory of the direct defence of a 
river, that is, of a defence intended to prevent the enemy 
from finishing his brid» and from making the passage 
itself ; in this there ft as yet no notice taken of the 
effect of demonstrations which the enemy may use. We 
shall now bring into consideration parficulars in detail, 
and meaisures requisite for such a defence. 
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Setting aside* in the first place, geographical peculi- 
arities, \e have only to say that the detaclnnents as 
proposed by the present theory, must be posted^close to 
the river, and e^ch detachment coiiceiitrated in itseli. 
It must be close to the river, because every position 
further back lengthens unnecessarily and* uselessly the 
distance to be gone over to any point menaced ; for as 
the waters of the river give security against any im- 
portant movement on the part of the enemj^ a reserve 
in rear is not required, as it is for an ordinary line of 
defence, where there is no river in front. Besides, the 
roads running parallel to and near a river up and down, 
are generally better than transverse roads from the interior 
leading to any particular points on the rivef. Lastly, 
the river is unquestionably better watched by bodies thus 
placed than by a mere chain of posts, more particularly as^ 
the Commanders are all close athand. — Each of thesebodies 
must be concentrated in itself, because otherwise all the 
calculation as to time would require alteration. He who 
knows the loss of time in effecting a concentration, will 
easily comprehend that just in this concentrated position 
lies the great efficacy of the defence. No doubt, at first 
sight, it is very tempting tg make the crossing, even in 
boats, impossible for the enemy by a line of posts ; 
but with a few exceptions of points, specially favourable 
for crossing, such a measure would be extremely pre- 
judicial. To say nothing of the objection that the 
enemy can generally drive off such a pdst by bringing 
a superior force to bear on it from the opposite side, 
it is, as a rule, a waste of strength, that is to say, the 
most that can be obtained ^y any such post, is to 
compel the enemy to choose ahother point of passage. 
If, therefore, we are not so strong that we can treat and 
defend the over like a ditch of a fortress, a case for 
which no new precept is required, sqjh a method of 
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directly defending the bank of a river leads neoessarily 
away from the propqsed object. Besides thei^ general 
principles for positions, we have to consider — first, the 
examination of the special peculiarities of the river ; 
second, the removal of all means of passage ; third, the 
influence of any fortresses situated on the river. 

A river, considered as a line of defence, must have at 
the extremities of the line, right and left, points cfappui, 
such as, for instance, the sea, or a neutral territory ; or 
there must be other causes which make it impracticable 
for the enemy to turn the line of defence by crossing 
beyond its extremities. Now, as neither such flank 
supports nor such impediments are to be found, unless 
at considerable distances, we see at once that the defence 
of a river must embrace a considerable portion of its 
, length, and that, therefore, the possibility of a defence 
by placing a large body of troops behind a relatively 
short length of the river vanishes from the class of posi* 
sible facts (to which we must always confine ourselves). 
We say a relatively short length of the river, by which we 
mean a length which does not very much exceed that 
which the same number of troops would usually occupy 
on an ordinary position in line without a river. Such 
cases, we say, do not occur, and every direct defence of 
a river always becomes a kind of cordon system, at least 
as far as regards the extension of the troops, and there- 
fore is not at all adapted to oppose a turning movement 
on the part of ‘the enemy in the same manner which is 
natural to an Army in a concentrated position. Where, 
therefore, such turning movement is possible, the direct 
defence of the river, howewDr promising its results in other 
respects, is a measure in /me highest degree dangerous. 

Now, as regards the portion of the river between its 
extreme points, of course we may suppose that all points 
within that portion are not equally well suited for cross- 
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ing. 'Hhis subject admits of being somewhat more pre- 
cisely ^emiined in the abstract, but not positively 
fixed, for the very smallest local peculiarity often decides 
more than all which looks great and impc* tant in books. 
Besides, it is wholly unnecessary to lay down any rules 
on this subject, for the appearance of the river, and the 
information to be obtained from those residing near it, 
will always amply suffice, without referring back to books. 

As matters of detail, we may observe that roads leading 
down upon a river, its affluents, the great towfis through 
which it passes, and lastly above all, its islands, generally 
favour a passage the most ; that on the other hand, the 
elevation of one bank over another, and the bend in the 
course of the river at the point \)f passage, which usually 
act such a prominent r61e m books, are seldom of any 
consequence. The reason of this is, that the presumed ^ 
influence of these two things rests on the limited idea of 
an absolute defence of the river bank — a case which 
seldom or never happens in connection with great nvers. 

Now, whatever may be the nature of the circumstances 
which make it easier to cross a river at particular points, 
they must have an influence on the position of the troops, 
and modify the general geometrical law ; but it is not 
advisable to deviate too far from that law, relying on the 
difficulties of the passage at many points. The enemy 
would choose exactly those spots which are the least 
favourable by nature for crossing, if he knew that these are 
the points where there is the least likehhoodLof meeting us. 

In any case the strongest possible occupation of islands 
is a measure to be recommended, because a serious attack 
on an island indicates in the surest way the intended 
point of passage. 

As the troops stationed close to the river must be able 
to move either \ip or down along its banks according as 
circumstances require, therefore if there is no road parallel 
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to the river, one of the most essential preparatory mjjasures 
for the defence of the river is to put the nearest small 
roads running in a p^allel direction into suitable order, 
and to tonstruct such short roads of connection as may 
be necessary. ^ 

The second, point on which we have to speak, is the 
removal of the means of crossing. — On the nver itself 
the thing is no easy matter, at least requires considerable 
time ; but on the affluents which fall into the river, 
particularly those on the enemy’s side, the difficulties 
are almost insurmountable, as these branch rivers are 
generally already in the hands of the enemy. For that 
reason it is important to close the mouths of such rivers 
by fortifications. 

As the equipment for crossing rivers which an enemy 
brings with him, that is his pontoons, are rarely sufficient 
‘ for the passage of great rivers, much depends on the means 
to be found on the river itself, its affluents, and in flie 
great towns adjacent, and lastly, on the timber for build- 
ing boats and rafts in forests near the river. There are 
cases in wtuch all these circumstances are so unfavour- 
able, that the crossing of a river is by that means almost 
an impossibility. 

Lastly, the fortresses, which lie on both sides, or on 
the enemy’s side of the river, serve both to prevent any 
crossing at any points near them, up or down the river, 
and as a means of closing the^ mouths of affluents, as well 
as to receive immediately all craft or boats which may be 
seized. 

So much as to the direct defence of a river, on the 
supposition that it is one containing a great volume of 
water. If a deep valle;^;,^^th precipitous sides or marshy 
banks, aie added to the barrier of the river itself, then 
the difficulty of passing and the strength of the defence 
are certainly increased ; but the volume of water is not 
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made u\ for by such obstacles, fon they constitute no 
absolute\everance of the country- which is an indiS’ 
pensable cradition of direct defence/ 

If we an asked what r 61 e such a direct river flefence 
can play in the stAtegic plan of the campaign, we must 
admit that it can never lead to a decisive victory, partly 
because the object is not to let the enem}^^ pass over to 
our side at all, or to crush the first mass of any size which 
passes ; partly because the river prevents our being able 
to convert the advantages gained into a decisit^e victory 
by sall5dng forth in force. 

On the other hand, the defence of a river in this way may 
produce a great gain of time, which is generally all im- 
portant for the defensive. Th^ collecting the means of 
crossing takes up often much time ; if several attempts 
fail a good deal more time is gained. If the enemy, on 
account of the river, gives his forces an entirely different 
direction, then still further advantages may be gained by 
that means. Lastly, whenever the enemy is not in down- 
right earnest about advancing, a river will occasion a 
stoppage in his movements and thereby affoi^d a durable 
protection to the country, 

A direct defence of a river, therefore, when the masses 
of troops engaged are considerable, the river, large, and 
othei circumstances favourable, may be regarded as a 
very good defensive means, and may yield results to which 
Commanders in modern tiihes (influenced only by the 
thought of unfortunate attempts to defend rivers, which 
failed from insufficient means), have paid too little atten- 
tion. For if, in accordance with the supposition just made 
(which ma}^ easily be realised in connection with such 
rivers as the Rhine or the Danui^^), an efficient defence of 
one hundred and twenty miles of river is possible by 60,000 
men in face of a»very considerably superior force, we may 
well say that such a result deserves consideration. 
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We say, in opposHion to a considerably supermr force, 
and must again recur to that point. According to the 
theory we have propounded, all depends on the means of 
crossing, and nothing on the numerical strength of the 
force seeking to cross, always supposing it is not less than 
the force which defends the river. This appears very 
extraordinary, and yet it is true. But we must take 
care not to forget that most defences of rivers, or, more 
properly speaking, the whole, have no absolute points 
d*appuiy therefore, may be turned, and this turning move- 
, ment will be very much easier if the enemy has very 
superior numbers. 

If now we reflect that such a direct defence of a river, 
even if overcome by the enemy, is by no means to be com- 
pared to a lost battle, and can still less lead to a complete 
defeat, since only a part of our force has been engaged, 
and the enemy, detained by the tedious crossing over of 
his troops on a single bridge, cannot immediately foltew 
up his victory, we shall be the less disposed to despise 
this means of defence. 

% 

In all th^^practical affairs of human life it is important 
to hit the right point ; and so also, in the defence of a 
river, it makes a great difference whether we rightly 
appreciate our situation in all its relations ; an apparently 
insignificant circumstance may essentially alter the case, 
and make a measure which is wise and effective in one 
instance, a disastrous mistake in another. This difficulty 
of forming a right judgment and of avoiding the notion 
that “ a river is a river ” is perhaps greater here than 
anywhere else, therefore we must especially guard against 
false applications and interpretations ; but having done 
so, we have also no he^ation in plainly declaring that 
we do not think it worth while to listen to the cry of those 
who, under the influence of some vague fueling, and with- 
out any fixed idea, expect everything from attack and 
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movement, and think they see the riiost true picture of 
War in a hussar at full gallop brandling his sword over 
his head. ^ f 

Sudi ideas and feelings are not always all that? is re- 
quired (we shall cAily instance here the once famous 
dictator Wedel, at Zullichau, in 1759) ; but the worst 
of all is that they are seldom durable, and they forsake 
the General at the last moment ii great complex cases 
branching out into a thousand relations bear heavily 
upon him. • 

We therefore believe that a direct defence of a river 
with large bodies of troops, under favourable conditions, 
can lead to successful results if we content ourselves with 
a moderate negative : but this dbes not hold good in the 
case of smaller masses. Although 60,000 men on a certain 
length of river could prevent an army of 100,000 or more 
from passing, a body of 10,000 on the same length would 
not be able to oppose the passage of an equal number of 
men, indeed, probably, not of one half that strength if 
such a body chose to run the risk of placing itself on the 
same side of the river with an enemy so mu«h superior 
in numbers. The case is clear, as the means of passing 
do not alter. 

We have as yet said little ^bout feints or demonstra- 
tions of crossing, as they do Sot essentially come into 
consideration in the direct defence of a river, for partly 
such defence is not a question of concentration^ of the 
Army at one point, but each Corps has the defence of a 
portion of the river distinctly allotted to it : partly such 
simulated intentions of crossing are also very difficult 
under the circumstances we have supposed. If, for instance, 
the means of crossing in themse^'^es are already limited, 
that is, not in such abundance as the assailant must 
desire to ensure^the success of his undertaking, he will 

then hardly be able or wiUmg to apply a large share to 
VOL. II. s 
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a mere demonstration : at all events the massjl)f troops 
to be passed over 3?t the true point of crossing must be 
so much the less, akd the defender gains again in time 
what ihrough uncertainty he may have lost. 

This direct defence, as a rule, seems only suitable to 
large rivers, "and on the last half of their course. 

The second form of defence is suitable for smaller 
rivers with deep valleys, often also for very unimportant 
ones. It consists in a position taken up further back 
from the 'river at siicli a distance that the enemy’s Army 
may either be caught in detail after the passage (if it 
passes at several points at the same time) or if the passage 
is made by the whole at one point, then near the river, 
hemmed in upon one Bridge and road. An Army with 
the rear pressed close against a river or a deep valley, 
and confined to one line of retreat, is in a most disadvan- 
tageous position for battle ; m the making proper use 
of this circumstance, consists precisely the most efficST- 
cious defence of rivers of moderate size, and running in 
deep valleys. 

The disposition of an Army in large detachments close 
to a river which we consider the best in a direct defence, 
supposes that the enemy cannot pass the river unex- 
pectedly and in great force, because otherwise, by making 
such a disposition, there would be great danger of being 
beaten in detail. If, therefore, the circumstances which 
favour the defence are not sufficiently advantageous, if 
the enemy has already in hand ample means of crossing, 
if the river has many islands or fords, if it is not broad 
enough, if we are too weak, &c., &c., then the idea of 
that method may be dismissed : the troops for the more 
secure connection witW each other must be drawn back 
a little from the river, and all that then remains to do 
is to ensure the most rapid concentration possible upon 
that point where the enemy attempts to cross, so as to 



CHAP. xv|i.] DEFENCE OF RIVEES 27^ 

be able touttack him before he has gainftd so much ground 
that he has the commard of severaypassages. In the 
present case\he river or its valley mfist be watched and 
partially defended by a chain of outposts whilst the Krmy 
is disposed in severat Corps at suitable points and at a 
certain distance (usually a few leagues) from the river. 

The most difficult point lies here in the passage through 
the narrow way formed by the river and its valley. It 
is no*^. now only the volume of water in the river with 
which we are concerned, but the whole of the deSle, and, 
as a rule, a deep rocky valley is a greater impediment to 
pass than a river of considerable breadth. The difficulty 
of the march of a large body of troops through a long 
defile is in reality much greater than appears 9 t first 
consideration. The time required is very considerable ; 
and the danger that the enemy during the march may 
make himself master of the surrounding heights must 
cause disquietude. If the troops m front advance too 
far, they encounter the enemy too soon, and are m danger 
of being overpowered ; if they remain near the point of 
passage then they fight in the worst situation. The 
passage across such an obstacle of ground with a view 
to measure strength with the ejjemy on the opposite side 
is, therefore, a bold undertaking, or it implies very superior 
numbers and great confidence in the commander. 

Such a defensive line cannqt certainly be extended to 
such a length as in the direct defence of a great river, 
for it is intended to fight with the whole force united, 
and the passages, however difficult, cannot be compared 
in that respect with those over a large river ; it is, there- 
fore, much easier for the enemy to make a turning move- 
ment against us. But at the same ^ime, such a movement 
carries him out of his natural direction (for we suppose, 
as is plain in itself, that the valley crosses that direction 
at about right angles), and the disadvantageous effect 
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of a confined line of retreat only disappears gradually, 
not at once, so tmt the defender will still always have 
some advantage o\er the advancing foe, Although the 
latte#' is not caught exactly at the crisis of the passage, 
but by the detour he makes is enabled to get a little 
more room "to move. 

As we are not speaking of rivers in connection only 
with the mass of their waters, but have rather more in 
view the deep cleft or channel formed by their valleys, 
we muse explain that under the term we do not mean 
any regular mountain gorge, because then all that has 
been said about mountains would be applicable. But, 
as every one knows, there are many level districts where 
the channels of even tiie smallest streams have deep and 
precipitous sides ; and, besides these, such as have 
marshy banks, or whose banks are otherwise difficult of 
approach, belong to the same class. 

Under these conditions, therefore, an Army on ^he 
defensive, posted behind a large river or deep valley with 
steep sides, is in a very excellent position, and this sort 
of river defence is a strategic measure of the best kind. 

Its defect (the point on which the defender is very apt 
to err) is the over-extension of the defending force. It is 
so natural in such a case to be drawn on from one point 
of passage to another, and to miss the right point where 
we ought to stop ; but then, if we do not succeed in 
fighting with the whole Army united, we miss the in- 
tended effect ; a defeat in battle, tlie necessity of retreat, 
confusion in many ways and losses reduce the Army 
nearly to ruin, even although the resistance has not been 
pushed to an extremity. 

In saying that the defensive, under the above condi- 
tions, should not extend his forces widely, that he should 
be in any case able to assemble all his forces on the even- 
ing of the day on which the enemy passes, enough is 
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said, and\t may stand in place of al combinations of 
time, power, and space, things which,lin this case, must 
depend on nfeny local points. / 

The battle to which these circumstances lead •must 
have a special character — that of the greatest impetu- 
osity on the side of the defender. The feigned passages 
by which the enemy will keep him for some time in un- 
certainty — will, in general, preverft his discovering the 
real point of crossing a moment too soon. The peculiar 
advantages of the situation of the defender ctosist in 
the disadvantageous situation of the enemy’s troops just 
immediately in his front ; if other Corps, having passed 
at other points, menace his flank, he cannot, as in a 
defensive battle, counteract such movements by vigorous 
blows from his rear, for that would be to sacrifice the 
above-mentioned advantage of his situation ; he must, 
therefore, decide the affair m his front before such other 
Corps can arrive and become dangerous, that is, he must 
attack what he has before him as swiftly and vigorously 
as possible, and decide all by its defeat. 

But the object of this form of river defence «an never 
be the repulse of a very greatly superior force, as is con- 
ceivable in the direct defence of a large river ; for as a 
rule we have really to deal with the bulk of the enemy’s 
force, and although we do so under favourable circum- 
stances, still it is easy to see the relation between the 
forces must soon be felt. ^ 

This is the nature of the defence of rivers of a moderate 
size and deep valleys when the principal masses of the 
Armies are concerned, for in respect to them the con- 
siderable resistance which can be offered on the ridges 
or scarps of the valley stands no comparison with the 
disadvantages of a scattered posAion, and to them a 
decisive victory is^a matter of necessity. But if nothing 
more is wanted but the reinforcement of a secondary line 
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of defence which k intended to hold out for a Ihort time, 
and which can calculate on support, then certainly a 
direct defence of ^e scarps of the valley, c4* even, of the 
river bank, may be made ; and although the same 
advantages are not to be expectecf here as in mountain 
positions, still the resistance will always last longer than 
in an ordinary country. Only one circumstance makes 
this measure very dangerous, if not impossible : it is 
when the river has many windings and sharp turnings, 
which is just what is often the case when a river runs in 
a deep valley. Only look at the course of the Mosel. In 
a case of its defence, the Corps in advance on the salients 
of the bends would almost inevitably be lost in the 
event of a retreat. ^ 

That a great river allows the same defensive means, 
the same form of defence, which we have pointed out 
as best suited for rivers of a moderate size, in connection 
with the mass of an Army, and also under much rflbre 
favourable circumstances, is plain of itself. It will come 
into use more especially when the point with the defender 
is to gain, a decisive victory (Aspem). 

The case of an Army drawn up with its front close on 
a river, or stream, or deep valley, in ordei by that means 
to command a tactical Obstacle to the approach to its 
position, or to strengthen its front, is quite a different 
one, the detailed examination of which belongs to tactics. 
Of the effect of this we shall only say this much, that 
it is founded on a delusion. — If the cleft in the ground 
is very considerable, the front of the position becomes 
absolutely unassailable. Now, as there is no more diffi- 
culty in passing round such a position than any other, 
it is just the same as if the defender had himself gone 
out of the way of ^ne assailant, yet that could hardly 
be the object of the position. A portion of this kind 
can, therefore, only be advisable when, as a consequence 



of its position, it tht^atens the corr|hiunications of the 
assailant, so that every deviation by^im from the direct 
road is fraught with consequences ^together too serious 
to be risked. . • ^ 

In this second idrm of defence, feigned passages are 
much more dangerous, for the assailant can make them 
more easily, while, on the other hand, the proposition 
for the defender is, to assemble his whole Army at the 
right point. Bat the defender is certainly not quite so 
much limited for time here, because the ad\«intage of 
his situation lasts until the assailant has massed his 
whole force, and made himself master of several cross- 
ings ; moreover, also, the simulated attack has not the 
same degree of effect here as in •the defence of a cordon, 
where all must be held, and where, therefore, in the 
application of the reserve, it is not merely a question, 
as in our proposition, where the enemy has his principal ‘ 
force, but the much more difficult one, Which is the 
point he will first seek to force ^ 

With respect to both forms of defence of large and 
small rivers, we must observe generally, thaWf they are 
undertaken in the haste and confusion of a retreat, with- 
out preparation, without the removal of all means of 
passage, and without an exaA knowledge of the country, 
they cannot certainly fulfil what has been here supposed ; 
in most such cases, nothing of the kind is to be calculated 
upon ; and therefore it will be always a great error for 
an Army to divide itself over extended positions. 

As everything usually miscarries in War, if it is not 
done upon clear convictions and with the whole will and 
energy, so a river defence will generally end badly when 
it is only resorted to because we have not the heart to 
meet the enemy in the open fiSid, and hope that the 
broad river or the deep valley will stop him. When that 
is the case, there is so httle confidence in the actual 
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situation that both the General and his Army are usually 
filled with anxious ferebodings, which are almost sure to 
be realised quick CMugh. A battle in the^ open# field 
does n6t suppose a perfectly equal state of circumstances 
beforehand, like a duel ; and the deftnder who does not 
know how to gain for himself any advantages, either 
through the special nature of the defence, through rapid 
marches, or by knowl&lge of the country and freedom 
of movement, is one whom nothing can save, and least 
of all willed river or its valley be able to help him. 

The third form of defence — ^by a strong position taken 
up on the enemy’s side of the river — founds its efficacy 
on the danger in which it places the enemy of having 
his communications cutf by the river, and being thus 
limited to a few bridges only. It follows, as a matter of 
course, that we are only speaking of great rivers with a 
great volume of water, as these alone can lead to such 
results, whilst a river which is merely in a deep raviriS 
usually affords such a number of passages that all danger 
of the above disappears. 

But the -position of the defensive must be very strong, 
almost unassailable ; otherwise he would just meet the 
enemy half way, and give up his advantages. But if it 
is of such strength that the enemy resolves not to attack 
it, he will, under certain circumstances, be confined 
thereby to the same bank with the defender. If the 
assailant crosses, he exposes his communications ; but 
certainly, at the same time, he threatens ours. Here, 
as in all cases in which one Army passes by another, 
the great point is, whose communicatioas, by their number, 
situation, and other circumstances, are the best secured, 
and which has also, in other respects, most to lose, there- 
fore can be outbid his opponent ; lastly, which 
possesses still in his Army the most ptower of victory 
upon which he can depend in an extreme case. The 
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influence of the river merely amolnts to this, that it 
augments the danger of such a povement for both 
parties, aA both are dependent oij, bridges. Now, in so 
far as we can assume that, according ta the usual cour« 
of things, the pasSage of the defender, as well as of his 
dep6ts of aU kinds, are better secured by fortresses than 
those of the offensive, in so far is such a defence con- 
ceivable, and one wliich might* be substituted for the 
direct defence when circumstances are not favourable to 
that form. Certainly then the river is not defended by 
the Army, nor the Army by the river, but by the con- 
nection between the two the country is defended, which 
is the main point. 

At the same time it must bl; granted that this mode 
of defence, without a decisive blow, and resembling the 
state of tension of two electric currents, of which the 
atmospheres only are as yet in contact, cannot stop an 3 r 
very powerful impulsive force. It might be applicable 
against even a great superiority of force on the side of 
the enemy, if their Army is commanded by a cautious 
General, wanting in decision, and never disposed to push 
forward with energy ; it might also answer when a kind 
of oscillation towards equality between the contending 
forces has previously arisA, and nothing but small 
advantages are looked for on either side. But if we 
have to deal with superior forces, led by a bold 
General, we are upon a d^gerous course, very close to 
an abyss. 

This form of defence looks so bold, and at the same 
time so scientific, that it might be called the elegant ; 
but as elegance easily merges into folly, and as it is not 
so easily excused in War as in society, therefore we have 
had as yet few instances of thisWegant art. From this 
third mode a Special means of assistance for the first 
two forms is developed, that is, by the permanent occupa- 
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tion of a bridge andlt tdte du pont to keep up a constant 
threat of crossing. I 

Besides the object ^of an absolute defence^ witli# the 
main bcJdy, each of the three modes of defence may also 
have that of a feigned defence, * 

, This show of a resistance, which it is not intended 
really to offer, is an act which is combined with many 
other measures, and fundamentally with every position 
which is anything more than a camp of route ; but the 
feigned dAence of a great river becomes a complete 
stratagem in this way, that it is necessary to adopt 
actually more or less a number of measures of detail, 
and that its action is usually on a greater scale and of 
longer duration than tha^t of any other ; for the act of 
passing a great river in sight of an Army is always an 
important step for the assailant, one over which he often 
ponders long, or which he postpones to a more favour- 
able moment. 

For such a feigned defence it is therefore requisite 
that the main Army should divide and post itsejf along 
the river (much in the same manner as for a real defence) ; 
but as the intention of a mere demonstration shows that 
circumstances are not favourable enough for a real 
defence, therefore, from that measure as it always occa- 
sions a more or less extended and scattered disposition, 
the danger of serious loss may very easily arise if the 
detachments should get engaged in a real resistance, 
even if not corned to an extremity ; it would then be 
in the true sense a half measure. In a demonstration 
of defence, therefore, arrangement must be made for a 
sure concentration of the Army at a point considerably 
(perhaps several days’ march) in rear, and the defence 
should not be carried beyond what is consistent with 
this arrangement, ^ 

In order to make our views plainer, and to show the 
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importance of such a defensive idemonstration, let us 
refer to the end of the campaigilof 1813. Buonaparte 
repassedi the Rhine with forty ^or fifty thousand men. 
To attempt to defend this river with such a force at all 
points where tHk Allies, according to the direction of 
their forces, might easily pass, that is, between Manhqpi 
and Nimeguen, would have been to attempt an impossi- 
bility. The only idea which Buonaparte could therefore 
entertain was to offer his first real resistance somewhere 


on the French Meuse, where he could makfs his appear- 
ance with his Army in some measure reinforced. Had 
he at once withdrawn his forces to that point, the Allies 
would have followed close at his heels ; had he placed 
his Army in cantonments foi^rest behind the Rhine, the 
same thing must have taken place almost as soon, for 
at the least show of desponding caution on his part, the 
Allies would have sent over swarms of Cossacks and 


other light troops in pursuit, and, if that measure pro- 
duced good results, other Corps would have followed. 
The French Corps had therefore nothing for it but to 
take steps to defend the Rhine in earnests As Buona- 
parte could foresee that this defence must end in nothing 
whenever the Allies seriously undertook to cross the 
river, it may therefore be regarded in the light of a mere 
demonstration, in whi(i the French Corps incurred 
hardly any danger, as their point of concentration lay 
on the Upper Moselle. Only Macdonald, who, as is 
known, was at Nimeguen with twentj^ thousand men, 
committed a mistake in deferring his retreat till fairly 
compelled to retire, for this delay prevented his joining 
Buonaparte before the battle of Brienne, as the retreat 
was not forced on him until after the arrival of Winzin- 
gerode’s Corps in January, ihis defensive demonstra- 
tion on the* Rhine, therefore, .produced the result of 
checking the Allies in their advance, and induced them 
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to postpone the crossing of the river until their reinforce- 
ments arrived, which not take place for six weeks. 
These six weeks were ^f infinite value to Bu(SnapaPte. 
Without 'this defensive demonstration on the Rhine, 
Paris would have become the next immediate object 
ai|;er the victory of Leipsic, and it would have been im- 
possible for the French to have given battle on that side 
of their capital. 

In a river defence of the second class, therefore, in 
that of riveri) of a smaller size, such demonstrations may 
also be used, but they will generally be less effectual, 
because mere attempts to cross are in such a case easier, 
and therefore the spell is sooner broken. 

In the third land of ri^er defence, a demonstration 
would in all probability be still less effectual, and pro- 
duce no more result than that of the occupation of any 
other temporary position. 

Lastly, the two first forms of defence are very weB 
suited to give a chain of outposts, or any other defensive 
line (cordon) established for a secondary object,, or to a 
corps of observation, much greater and more reliable 
strength than it would have without the river. In all 
these cases the question is limited to a relative resistance 
and that must naturally be considerably strengthened by 
such a great natural obstacle. At the same time, we 
must not think only of the relative quantity of time 
gained by the resistance in fight in a case of this sort, 
but also of the many anxieties which such undertakings 
usually excite in the mind of the enemy, and which in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred lead to his giving up 
his plans if not urged or pressed by necessity. 



CHAi\ xix.]^ DEFENCE OF rIvERS 285 

CHAPTER 

DEFENCE OF STREAMS AFfD RIVERS (PorUinuedi 

We have still to* add something respecting the influence 
of streams and rivers on the defence of a country, even 
when they are not themselves defended. 

Every important river, with its main valley and its 
adjacent valleys, forms a very considerable obstack in. 
a country, and in that way it is, therefore, advantageous 
to defence in general ; but its peculiar influence admits 
of being more particularly specified in its principal effects. 

First we must distinguish whether it flows parallel to 
the frontier, that is, the general strategical front, or at 
an oblique or a right angle to it. In the case of the 
parallel direction we must observe the difference betw^U 
having our own Army or that of the enemy behind it, 
and in both cases again the distance between it and 
the Army* 

An Army on the defensive, having behind it a large 
river within easy reach (but not less than a Say’s march), 
and on that river an adequate number of secure cross- 
ings, IS unquestionably in a much stronger situation 
than it would be without the river ; for if it loses a 
little in freedom of movement by the requisite care for 
the security of the crossings, still it gains much more 
by the security of its strategic rear, that means chiefly 
of its lines of communication. In all this we allude to 
a defence in our own country ; for in the enem3^’s country, 
although his Army might be before us, we should still 
have always more or less to apprehend his appearance 
behind us on the other side of the river, and then the 
river, involviM as it does narr(^ defiles in roads, would 
be more disaewantageous than otherwise in its effect on 
our situation. The further the river is behind the Army, 



2^ ON WAR " [book VI. 

the less useful it win be, and at certain distances its 
influence disappears altogether. 

If an advancing Arm^ has to leave a river ill its rear, 
the rivei* cannot be otherwise than prejudicial to its 
movements, for it restricts the communications of the 
Army to a few single passages. When Prince Henry 
marched against the Russians on the right bank of the 
Oder near Breslau, he had plainly a point d’appui in the 
Oder flowing behind him at a day’s march ; on the other 
hand, when'the Russians under Cznernitschef passed the 
Oder subsequently, they were in a very embarrassing 
situation, just through the risk of losing their line of 
retreat, which was limited to one bridge. 

If a river crosses the theatre of War more or less at a 
right angle with the strategic front, then the advantage 
is again on the side of the defensive; for, in the first 
place, there are generally a number of good positions 
leaning on the river, and covered in front by the trans- 
verse valleys connected with the principal valley (like 
the Elbe for the Prussians m the Seven Years’ War); 
secondly, the assailant must leave one side of the river 
or the other unoccupied, or he must divide his forces ; 
and such division cannot fail to be m favour again of 
the defensive, because he will be in possession of more 
well secured passages than the assailant. We need only 
cast a glance over the whole, Seven Years’ Wai, to be 
convinced that the Oder and Elbe were very useful to 
Frederick the Qreat in the defence of his theatre of War 
(namely Silesia, Saxony and the Mark), and consequently 
a great impediment to the conquest of these provinces by 
the Austrians and Russians, although there was no real 
defence of those rivers in the whole Seven Years’ War, 
and their course is in os , as connected with the enemy, 
at an oblique or a right angle rather than parallel with 
the front. 
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It is only the convenience of a 
transport, when its course is more ^ or less in a perpen- 
dicular diripction, which can, in general, be advantageous 
to the assailant; in that respect ^it may be so •for this 
reason, that as he has the longer line of communication, 
and, therefore, the greater difficulty in the transport of 
all he requires, water carriage may relieve him of a 
great deal of trouble and prove very useful. The de- 
fender, on his side, certainly has it in his power to close 
the navigation within his own frontier by fortfesses ; still 
even by that means the advantage, which the river affords 
the assailant will not be lost so far as regards its course 
up to that frontier. But if we reflect upon the fact that 
many rivers are often not navigable, even where they are 
of no unimportant breadth as respects other military 
relations, that others are not navigable at all seasoi^ 
that the ascent against the stream is tedious, that the 
winding of a river often doubles its length, that the chief 
communications between countries now are high roads, 
and that now more than ever the wants of an Army are 
supplied from the country adjacent to the isbene of its 
operations, and not by carriage from distant parts, — we 
can well see that the use of a river does not generally 
play such a prominent part in the subsistence of troops 
as is usually represented in books, and that its influence 
on the march of events i^ therefore very remote and 
uncertain. 


|WAMPS 2S7 
river as a means of 


CHAPTER XX 

A.— DEFENCE OF SWAMPS 

Very large wide swamps, such ai,\the Bourtang Moor in 
North German^, are so uncommon that it is not worth 
while to lose time over them ; but we must not forget 
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that certain lowlands and marshy banks of small rivers 
are more common, akd form very considerable obstacles 
of ground which may be, and often have beep, used for 
defensive purposes. 

Measures for their defence are certainly very like those 
for the defence of rivers, at the same time there are some 
peculiarities to be specially noticed. The first and 
principal one is, that a ftiarsh which except on the cause- 
way is impracticable for infantry is much more difficult 
to cross than any river ; for, in the first place, a causeway 
is not so soon built as a bridge ; secondly, there are no 
means at hand by which the troops to cover the con- 
struction of the dyke or cause vay can be sent across. 
No one would begin to bhild a bridge without using some 
of the boats to send over an advance guard m the first 
instance ; but in the case of a morass no similar assistance 
can be employed ; the easiest way to make a crossing for 
infantry over a morass is by means of planks, but when^ 
the morass is of some width, this is a much more tedious 
process than the crossing of the first boats on a river. If 
now, besides, there is in the middle of the morass a river 
which cannot be passed without a bridge, the crossing of 
the first detachment of troops becomes a still more diffi- 
cult affair, for although single passengers may get across 
on boards, the heavy material required for bridge building 
cannot be so transported. This difficulty on many occa- 
sions may be insurmountable. 

A second peculiarity of a swamp is, that the means 
used to cross cannot be completely removed like those 
used for passing a river ; bridges may be broken, or so 
completely destroyed that they can never be iKed again ; 
the most that can be done with dykes is to cut them, 
which is not doing aluch. If there is a river in the 
middle, the bridge can of course be tak^n away, but the 
whole passage will not by that means be destroyed in the 
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same degree as that of a large river bf the destruction of 
a bridge. The natural consequence is that dykes which 
exist must always be occupied in force and strenuously 
defended i^ we desire to derive any general ad'^antage 
from the morass. • 

On the one hand, therefore, we are compelled to adopt 
a local defence, and on the other, such a defence is 
favoured by the difficulty of passing at other part$. 
From these two peculiarities the result is, that the 
defence of a swamp must be more local aiyi passive 
than that of a river. 

It follows from this that we must be stronger in a 
relative degree than in the direct defence of a -river, 
consequently that the line of defence must not be of 
great length, especially in cultivated countries, where 
the number of passages, even under the most favourable 
circumstances for defence, is still very great. 

In this respect, therefore, swamps are inferior to great 
rivers, and this is a point of great importance, for all 
local defence is illusory and dangerous to an extreme. 
But if we reflect that such swamps and lo\^ grounds 
generally have a breadth with which that of the largest 
rivers in Europe bears no comparison, and that conse- 
quentlj^. a post stationed for the defence of a passage is 
never iivdanger of being overpowered by the fire from 
the other side, that the effects of its own fire over a long 
narrow dyke is greatly incVeased, and that the time 
required to pass such a defile, perhaps miles long, is 
much greater than would suffice to pass ‘an ordmary 
bridge : if we consider all this, we must admit that such 
low lands and morasses, if means of crossing are not too 
numerous, belong to the strongest lines of defence which 
can be formed. ^ 

An indirect defence, such as we made ourselves ac- 
quainted with in the case of streams and rivers, in 
VOL. II. T 
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which obstacles of ^ound are made use of to bring on 
a great battle under advantageous circumstances, is 
generally quite as applicable to morasses. ^ 

The ihird method ^f a river-defence by means of a 
position on the enemy’s side would® be too hazardous 
on account of the toilsome nature of the crossing. 

It is extremely dangerous to venture on the defence 
of such morasses, soft •meadows, bogs, &c., as are not 
quite impassable beyond the dykes. One single line of 
crossing discovered by the enemy is sufficient to pierce the 
whole line of defence which, in case of a serious resistance, 
is always attended with great loss to the defender. 

B.—imNDATIONS 

We have still to consider inundations. As defensive 
^eans and also as phenomena in the natural world they 
have unquestionably the nearest resemblance to morassesf 

They are not common certainly ; perhaps Holland is 
the only country in Europe where they constitute a 
phenomenon which makes them worth notice In con- 
nection with our object; but just that country, on 
account of the remarkable campaigns of 1672 £ind 1787, 
as well as on account of its important relation in itself 
to both France and Germany, obliges us to devgj^e some 
consideration to this matter. 

The character of these 'Dutch inundations differs 
from ordinary swampy and impassable wet low lands 
in the following respects : — 

1. The soil itself is dry and consists either of dry 
meadows or of cultivated fields. 

2. For purposes of irrigation or of drainage, a number 
of small ditches of gneater or less depth and breadth 
intersect the country^in such a way tl»t they may be 
seen running in lines in parallel directions. 
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3. Larger canals, enclosed by dykes and intended for 
irrigation, drainage, and transit of vessels, run through 
the gountiy in all possible directions and are of such 
a size that they can only be pas^d on bridges# 

4. The level of® the ground throughout the whole 

district subject to inundation, lies perceptibly under 
the level of the sea, therefore, of course, under that 
of the canals. • 

5. The consequence of this is, that by means of 
cutting the dams, closing and opening the fluices, the 
whole country can be laid under water, so that there 
are no dry roads except on the tops of the dykes, all 
others being either entirely under water or, at least, 
so soaked that they become no •longer fit for use. Now, 
if even the inundation is only three or four feet deep, 
so that, perhaps, for short distances it might be waded 
through, still even that is made impossible on accouftt 
of the smaller ditches mentioned under No. 2, which 
are not visible. It is only where these ditches have a 
corresponding direction, so that we can move between 
two of them without crossing either, that the inundation 
does not constitute in effect an absolute bar to all 
communication. It is easy to conceive that this ex- 
ception to the general obstnfction can only be for short 
distanojgs, and, therefore, can only be used for tactical 
purposes of an entirely special character. 

From all this we deduce — 

1, That the assailant’s means of moving are limited 
to a more or less small number of practicable lines, 
which run along very narrow dykes, and usually have 
a wet ditch on the right and left, consequently form 
very long defiles. 

2. That every defensive prepa.i|Ltion upon such a dam 
may be easily sttengthened to such a degree as to become 
impregnable. 
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3. But that, because the defensive is so hemmed in, 
he must confine himself to the most passive resistance 
as respects each isolated point, and consequ^tly Qiust 
look for 4 iis safety entirely from passive resistance. 

4. That in such a country it is rfbt a system of a 
single defensive line, closing the country like a simple 
barrier, but that as in every direction the same obstacle 
to movement exists, aitd the same security for flanks 
may be found, new posts may incessantly be formed, 
and in thft manner any portion of the first defensive 
line, if lost, may be replaced by a new piece. We may 
say that the number of combinations here, like those 
on a chessboard, are infinite. 

5. But while this general condition of a country is 
only conceivable along with the supposition of a high 
degree of cultivation and a dense population, it follows 
ot itself that the number of passages, and therefore 
the number of posts required for their defence, must^ 
be very great in comparison to other strategetic dis- 
positions ; from which again we have, as a consequence, 
that such & defensive line must not be long. 

The principal line of defence in Holland is ^rom 
Naarden on the Zuyder Zee (the greater part of the way 
behind the Vecht), to Gornim on the Waal, that is 
properly to the Biesbosch, its extent being forty 

miles. For the defence of this line a force of 25,000 
to 30,000 was employed in 1672, and again in 1787. 
If we could reckon with certainty upon an invincible 
resistance, the results would certainly be very great, at 
least for the provinces of Holland lying behind that line. 

In 1672 the line actually withstood very superior 
forces led by great Generals, first Cond6, and afterwards 
Luxembourg, who ha^ under their command 40,000 to 
50,000 men, and yet would not assault, preferring to 
wait for the winter which did not prove severe enough. 
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On the other hand, the resistance which was made on 
this first line in 1787 amounted to nothing, and even 
that whic^ was made by a second line much shorter, 
between the Zuyder Zee and the lake of Haarlem, 
although somewhat more effective, was overcome by 
the Duke of Brunswick in one day, through a very 
skilful tactical disposition well adapted to the locality, 
and this although the Prussian* force actually engaged 
in the attack was little, if at all, superior in numbers 
to the troops guarding the lines. • 

The different result in the two cases is to be attri- 
buted to the difference in the supreme command. In 
the year 1672 the Dutch were surprised by Louis XIV., 
while everything was on a •peace establishment, in 
which, as is well known, there breathed very little 
military spirit as far as concerned land forces. For 
that reason the greater number of the fortresses w8re 
deficient in all articles of material and equipment, 
garrisoned only by weak bodies of hired troops, and 
defended by governors who were either native-born 
incapables, or treacherous foreigners. TYms all the 
Brandenburg fortresses on the Rhine, garrisoned by 
Dutch, as well as all their own places situated to the 
east of the line of defence above described, except 
Gronii^n, very soon fell into the hands of the French, 
and for the most part without any real defence. And 
in the conquest of this great number of places con- 
sisted the chief exertions of the French army, 150,000 
strong, at that time. 

But when, after the murder of the brothers De Witt, 
in August 1672, the Prince of Orange came to the head 
of affairs, bringing unity to the measures for national 
defence, there was still time to >^ose the defensive line 
above mentioned, and all the measures then adopted 
harmonised so well with each other that neither Cond6 
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nor Luxembourg, who commanded the French forces left 
in Holland after the departure of the two Armies under 
Turenne and Louis in person, would venture ^o attempt 
anjrthing against the separate posts. 

In the year 1787 all was different. It was not the 
Republic of seven united provinces, but only the 
province of Holland which had to resist the invasion. 
The conquest of all thfe fortresses, which had been the 
principal object in 1672, was therefore not the question ; 
the defend, was confined at once to the line we have 
described. But the assailant this time, instead of 
150,000 men, had only 25,000 and was no mighty 
sovereign of a great country adjoining Holland, but the 
subordinate General of # distant Prince, himself by no 
means independent in many respects. The people in 
Holland, like those everywhere else at that time, were 
(Cvided into two parties, but the republican spirit in 
Holland was decidedly predominant, and had at the*' 
same time attained even to a kind of enthusiastic excite- 
ment. Under these circumstances the resistance^in the 
year i787T)ught to have ensured at least as great results 
as that of 1672. But there was one important difference, 
which IS, that in the year 1787 unity of command was 
entirely wanting. What in 1672 had been left to the 
wise, skilful, and energetic guidance of the ftince of 
Orange, was entrusted to a s<>-called Defence Commission 
in 1787, which although it included in its number men of 
energy, was not in a position to infuse into its work the 
requisite unity of measures, and to inspire others with 
that confidence which was wanted to prevent the whole 
instrument from proving imperfect and inefficient in use. 

We have dwelt for a moment on this example, in order 
to give more distinc^ess to the conception of this 
defensive measure, and at the same time to show the 
difference in the effects produced, according as more or 
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less unity and sequence prevail in the direction of the 
whole. 

AltJiough the organisation and method of defence of 
such a defensive line are tactical Subjects, still,* in con- 
nection with the llitter, which is the nearest allied to 
Strategy, we cannot omit to make an observation to 
which the campaign of 1787 gives occasion. 

We think, namely, that however passive the defence 
must naturally be at each point in a line of this kind, 
still an offensive action from some one point*of the line 
is not impossible, and may not be unproductive of good 
results if the enemy, as was the case in 1787, is not 
decidedly very superior. For although such an ‘attack 
must be executed by means *01 dykes, and on that 
account cannot certainly have the advantage of much 
freedom of movement or of any great impulsive force, 
nevertheless, it is impossible for the offensive side *10 
occupy all the dykes and roads which he does not 
require for his own purposes, and therefore the defensive 
with his better knowledge of the country, and being in 
possession of the strong points, should be able by some 
of the unoccupied dykes to effect a real flank attack 
against the columns of the assailant, or to cut them off 
from their sources of supply.* If now, on the other hand, 
we refc'it for a moment on the constrained position in 
which the assailant is placed, how much more dependent 
he is on his communications than in almost any other 
conceivable case, we may well imagine that every sdly 
on the part of the defensive side which h^ the remotest 
possibility of success must at once as a demonstration be 
most effective. We doubt very much if the prudent and 
cautious Duke of Brunswick would have ventured to 
approach Amsterdam if the Dutc^ had only made such a 
demonstration,*from Utrecht for -instance. 
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CHAPTER XXI 
DEFENCE OF FORl^STS 

Above all things we must distinguish thick tangled and 
impassable forests from extensive woods under a certain 
degree of culture, whith are partly quite clear, partly 
intersected by numerous roads. 

Whenevir the object is to form a defensive line, the 
latter should be left in rear or avoided as much as 
possible. The defensive requires more than the assailant 
to see ’clearly round him, partly because, as a rule, he is 
the weaker, partly because the natural advantages of his 
jx>sition cause him to develop his plans later than the 
assailant. If he should place a woody district before 
him he would be fighting like a blind man against one 
with his eyesight. If he should place himself in the^ 
middle of the wood then both would be blind, but that 
equality of condition is just what would not answer the 
natural requirements of the defender. 

Such a wooded country can therefore not be brought 
into any favourable connection with the defensive unless 
it is kept in rear of the defender’s Army so as to conceal 
from the enemy all that takes place behind tliwbArmy, 
and at the same time to be available as an assistance to 
cover and facilitate the retreat. 

At present we only speak of forests in level country, 
for where the decided mountain character enters into 
combination, its influence becomes predominant over 
tactical and strategic measures, and we have already 
treated of those subjects elsewhere. 

But impassable for^ts, that is, such as can only be 
traversed on certain roads, afford advantages in an 
indirect defence similar to those which the defence 
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derives from mountains for bringing on a battle under 
favourable circumstances; the Army can await the 
enemy behind the wood in a more or less concentrated 
position with a view to falling oif him^ the moment he 
debouches from the* road defiles. Such a forest resembles 
a mountain in its effects more than a river ; for it affords, 
it is true, only one very long and difficult defile, but it is 
in respect to the retreat rather acfvantageous than other- 
wise. 

But a direct defence of forests, let them^e ever so 
impracticable, is a very hazardous piece of work for even 
the thinnest chain of outposts; for abattis are only 
imaginary barriers, and no wood is so completely im- 
passable that it cannot be p?netrated in a hundred 
places by small detachments, and these, in their relation 
to a chain of defensive posts, may be likened to the first 
drops of water which ooze through a roof and are soon 
followed by a general rush of water. 

Much more important is the influence of great forests 
of every kind in connection with the arming of a Nation ; 
they are undoubtedly the true element for stfCh levies ; 
if, therefore, the strategic plan of defence can be so 
arranged that the enemy’s communications pass through 
great forests, then, by that means, another mighty lever 
is brougSl'into use in support of the work of defence. 


CHAPTER XXII 
THE CORDON 

The term cordon is used to denote every defensive plan 
which is intended directly to cov^r a whole district of 
country by a linS of posts in connection with each other. 
We say directly^ for several Corps of a great Army posted 
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in line with each other might protect a large district of 
country from invasion without forming a cordon; but 
then this protection would not be direct, but through the 
effect of combination# and movements. 

It is evident at a glance that a* defensive line long 
enough to cover an extensive district of country directly, 
can only have a very small degree of defensive strength. 
Even when very large* bodies of troops occupy the lines 
this would be the case if they were attacked by corre- 
sponding masses. The object of a cordon can therefore 
only be to resist a weak blow, whether that the weakness 
proceeds from a feeble will or the smallness of the force 
employed. 

With this view the will of China was built : a protec- 
tion against the inroads of Tartars. This is the inten- 
tion of all lines and frontier defences of the European 
States bordering on Asia and Turkey. Applied in this 
way the cordon system is neither absurd nor does ft 
appear unsuitable to its purpose. Certainly it is not 
suf&cient to stop all inroads, but it will make them more 
difficult tind therefore of less frequent occurrence, and 
this IS a point of considerable importance wffiere relations 
subsist with people like those of Asia, whose passions 
and habits have a perpetual tendency to war. 

Next to this class of cordons come the line^^i^hich, in 
the Wars of modern times^have been formed between 
European States, such as the French lines on the Rhine 
and in the Netherlands. These were originally formed 
only with a view to protect a country against inroads 
made for the purpose of levying contributions or living 
at the expense of the enemy. They are, therefore, only 
intended to check minor operations, and consequently 
it is also meant ths^ they should be defended by small 
bodies of troops. But, of course, in the event of the 
enemy’s principal force taking its direction against these 
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lines, the defender must also use his principal force in 
their defence, an event by no means conducive to the 
best defensive arrangements. On account of this dis- 
advantage, and because the protection against incursions 
in temporary War*ls quite a minor object, by which 
through the very existence of these lines an excessive 
expenditure of troops may easily be caused, their forma- 
tion is looked upon in our day aS a pernicious measure. 
The more power and energy thrown into the prosecution 
of the War, the more useless and dangerous this means 
becomes. 

Lastly, all very extended lines of outposts covering the 
quarters of an Army, and intended to offer a certain 
amount of resistance come undef the head of cordons. 

This defensive measure is chiefly designed as an im- 
pediment to raids, and other such ^mor expeditions 
directed against single cantonments, and for this piff- 
pose it may be quite sufficient if favoured by the country. 
Against an advance of the main body of the enemy the 
opposition offered can be only relative, that is, intended 
to gain time . but as this gain of time will be but iifconsider- 
able in most cases, this object may be regarded as a very 
minor consideration in the establishment of these lines. 
The assembling and advance of the enemy’s Army itself 
can ne\ M’ take place so unobservedly that the defender 
gets his first information Qf it through his outposts ; 
when such is the case he is much to be pitied. 

Consequently, in this case also, the cordon is only 
intended to resist the attack of a weak force, and the 
object, therefore, in this and in the other two cases is 
not at variance with the means. 

But that an Army formed for the defence of a coimtry 
should spread itself out in a long ^ne of defensive posts 
opposite to the enemy, that it sho'ald disperse itself in a 
cordon form, seems to be so absurd that we must seek tp 
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ffiscover the circumstances and motives which lead to 
and accompany such a proceeding. 

Every position in a mountainous country, even if 
taken •up with the ^iew of a battle with the whole force 
united, is and must necessarily be^more extended than 
a position in a level country. It may be because the 
aid of the ground augments very much the force of the 
resistance ; it must be because a wider basis of retreat is 
required, as we have shown in the chapter on mountain 
defences.^ But if there is no near prospect of a battle, if 
it is probable that the enemy will remain in his position 
opposite to us for some time without undertaking any- 
thing unless tempted by some very favourable opportunity 
which may present itselt (the usual state of things in most 
Wars formerly), then it is also natural not to limit our- 
selves merely to the occupation of so much country as is 
absolutely necessary, but to hold as much right or left as 
is consistent with the security of the Army, by which we 
obtain many advantages, as we shall presently show. 
In open countries, with plenty of communications, this 
object may be effected to a greater extent than in moun- 
tains, through the principle of movement, and for that 
reason the extension and dispersion of the troops is less 
necessary in an open country ; it would also be much 
more dangerous there on account of the inIBffer capa- 
bility of resistance of each part. 

But in mountains, where all occupation of ground is 
more dependent on local defence, where relief cannot so 
soon be afforded to a point menaced, and where, when 
once the enemy has got possession of a point, it is more 
difficult to dislodge him by a force slightly superior — 
in mountains, under these circumstances, we shall always 
come to a form of pyition which, if not strictly speaking 
a cordon, still approaches very near to it, being a line of 
defensive posts. From such a disposition, consisting of 
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several detached posts, to the cordon sj stem, there is 
still certainly a considerable step, but it is one which 
Generals, nevertheless, often take without being aware 
of it, being Brawn on from one step to another. , First, 
the covering and tlie possession of the country is the 
object of the dispersion ; afterwards it is the security of 
the Army itself. Every commander of a post calculates 
the advantage which may be derfved from this or that 
point connected with the approach to his position on the 
right or the left, and thus the whole progresses insensibly 
from one degree of subdivision to another. 

A cordon War, therefore, carried on by the principal 
force of an Army, is not to be considered a form of War 
designedly chosen with a view ^o stopping every blow 
which the enemy’s forces might attempt, but a situation 
which the Army is drawn into in the^ursuit of a very 
different object, namely, the holding and covering iift 
country against an enemy who has no decisive under- 
taking in view. Such a situation must always be looked 
upon as a mistake ; and the motives through which 
Grenerals have been lured by degrees into allowing one 
small post after another, are contemptible in connection 
with the object of a large Army; this point of view 
shows, at all events, the possfbility of such a mistake. 
That it M 'ideally an error, namely, a mistaken apprecia- 
tion of our own position, and that of the enemy is some- 
times not observed, and it is spoken of as an erroneous 
system. But this same system, when it is pursued with 
advantage, or, at all events, without causing damage, is 
quietly approved. Every one praises the faultless cam- 
paigns of Prince Henry in the Seven Years’ War, because 
they have been pronounced so by the King, although 
these campaigns exhibit the most decided and most in- 
comprehensible eJkamples of chains' of posts so extended 
that they may just with as much propriety be called 
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cordons as any that ever were. We may completely 
justify these positions by sa37ing, the Prince knew his 
opponent ; he knew that he had no enterprises of, a de- 
cisive character to apprehend from that quarter, and as 
the object of his position besides wfis always to occupy 
as much territory as possible, he therefore carried out 
that object as far as circumstances in any way permitted. 
If the Prince had oifce been unfortunate with one of 
these cobwebs, and had met with a severe loss, we should 
not say tl^ he had pursued a faulty system of Warfare, 
but that he had been mistaken about a measure and had 
applied it to a case to which it was not suited. 

While we thus seek to explain how the cordon system, 
as it is called, may be iesorted to by the principal force 
in a theatre of War, and how it may even be a judicious 
and useful measiite, and, therefore, far from being an 
aosurdity, we must, at the same time, acknowledge that 
there appear to have been instances where Generals or 
their staff have overlooked the real meaning or object of 
a cordon system, and assumed its relative value to be a 
general une ; conceiving it to be really suited to afford 
protection of every kind of attack, instances, therefore, 
where there was no mistaken application of the measure 
but a complete misunderstanding of its nature ; we shall 
further allow that this very absurdity amoEg'ot others 
seems to have taken place ,in the defence of the Vosges 
by the Austrian and Prussian armies in 1793 and 1794. 


CHAPTER XXIII 

KEY OF THE COUNTRY 

There is no theoretical idea in the Art of War which 
has played such a part in criticism as''that we are now 
ptering upon. It is the “great war steed” in all 
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accounts of battles and campaigns; the most frequent 
point of view in all arguments, and one of those frag- 
ments^of scientific form with which critics make a show 
of learning. ^ And yet the conception embodied ia it has 
never yet been established, nor has it ever been clearly 
explained. 

We shall try to ascertain its real meaning, and then 
see how far it can be made available for practical use. 

We treat of it here because the defence of mountains, 
river defences, as well as the conceptions of strong and 
entrenched camps with which it closely connects itself, 
required to have precedence. 

The indefinite confused conception which is concealed 
behind this ancient military metaphor has sometimes 
signified the most exposed part of a country at other 
times the strongest. ^ 

If there is any spot without the possession of whichito 
one dare venture to penetrate into an enemy's country that 
may, with propriety, be called the key of that country. 
But this simple, though certainly at the same time also, 
barren notion has not satisfied theorists, and they have 
amplified it, and under the term key of a country 
imagined points which decide upon the possession of the 
whole country, * 

When fee Russians wanted to advance into the Crimean 
peninsula, they were obliged ,to make themselves masters 
of the isthmus of Perekop and its lines, not so much to 
gain an entrance generally— for Lascy turned it twice 
(1737 and 1738)— but to be able to establish themselves 
with tolerable security in the Crimea. That is very 
simple, but we gain very little in this through the con- 
ception of a key-point. But if it might be said, Who- 
ever has possession of the district Langres commands 
all France as fa^ as Paris — that is to say, it only rests 
with himself to take possession — that is plainly a very 
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different thing, something of much higher importance. 
According to the first kind of conception the possession 
of the country cannot be thought of without the pos- 
session wof the point which we have called key ; that is a 
thing which is intelligible to the most ordinary capacity ; 
but according to the second kind of conception, the pos- 
session of the point which we have called key, cannot be 
imagined without the possession of the country following 
as a necessary consequence; that is plainly, something 
marvellouCT, common sense is no longer sufficient to grasp 
this, the magic of the occult sciences must be called into 
requisition. This cabala came into existence in works 
published fifty years ago, and reached its zenith at the 
end of the last centur5e; and notwithstanding the irre- 
sistible force, certainty, and distinctness with which 
Buonaparte’s me'iiiod of conducting War carried con- 
vection generally, this cabala has, nevertheless, still 
managed, we say, to spin out the thread of its tenacious 
existence through the medium of books. 

(Setting aside for a moment our conception pf the key- 
point) it- is self-evident that in every country there are 
points of commanding importance, where several roads 
meet, where our means of subsistence may be con- 
veniently collected, which have the advantage of being 
centrally situated with reference to other *i?mportant 
points, the possession of which in short meets many re- 
quirements and affords many advantages. Now, if 
Generals wishing to express the importance of such a 
point by one word have called it the key of the land, it 
would be pedantic affectation to take offence at their 
using that term ; on the contrary we should rather say 
the term is very expressive and pleasmg. But if we try 
to convert this mere flower of speech into the germ of 
a system branching^ out like a tree iftto many ramifi- 
cations, common sense rises in opposition, and demands 
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that the expression should be restricted to its true 
value. 

In order to develop a system out of the expression, it 
was necessary to resort to something more distinct and 
absolute than the practical, but certainly very indefinite, 
meaning attaching to the term in the narrations of 
Generals when speaking of their military enterprises. 
And from amongst all its various relations, that of high 
ground was chosen. 

Where a road traverses a mountain ridg^ we thank 
heaven when we get to the top and have only to descend. 
This feeling so natural to a single traveller is still more so, 
in the case of an Army. All difficulties seem to be over- 
come, and so they are indeed ir^ most instances ; we find 
that the descent is easy, and we are conscious of a kind 
of feeling of superiority over any onfir^ho would stop us ; 
we have an exteusive view over the country, andjft»m- 
mand it with a look beforehand. Thus the highest point 
on a road over a mountain is always considered to possess 
a decisive importance, and it does in fact in the majority 
of cases, but by no means m all. Such points are very 
often descnbed in the despatches of Generals by the 
name of key-points ; but certainly again in a somewhat 
different and generally in a lAore restricted sense. This 
idea has-been the starting-point of a false theory (of 
which, perhaps, Lloyd may be regarded as the founder) ; 
and on this account, elevated points from which several 
roads descend into the adjacent country, came to be 
regarded as the key-points of the country — as points 
which command the country. It was natural that this 
view should amalgamate itself with one very nearly 
connected with it, that of a systematic defence of moun-- 
tains y and that the matter should thus be driven still 
further into the# regions of the ill^ksory ; added to which 

many tactical elements connected with the defence of 

VOL. II. _ u t 
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mountains came into play, and thus the idea of the 
highest point in the road was soon abandoned, and the 
highest point generally of the whole mountain system, 
that is IJie point of the watershed, was substituted for it 
as the key of the country. c 

Now just at that time, that is the latter half of the 
preceding century, more definite ideas on the forms given 
to the surface of the eanth through aqueous action became 
current ; thus natural science lent a hand to the theory 
of War by this geological system, and then every barrier 
of practical truth was broken through, and reasoning 
floated in the illusory system of a geological analogy. In 
conseqtience of this, about the end of the eighteenth 
century we heard, or rather we read, of nothing but the 
sources of the Rhine and Danube. It is true that this 
nuisance prevailed \vostly in books, for only a small por- 
tioE-of book wisdom ever reaches the real world, and the 
more foolish a theory the less it will attain to practical 
but this of which we are now speaking has not been 
unproductive of injury to Germany by its j)ractical 
effects, therefore we are not fighting with a windmill, 
in proof of which we shall quote two examples: first, 
the important but very scientific campaigns of the Prus- 
sian Army, 1793 and 1794 \n the Vosges, the theoretical 
key to which will be found in the works of Gnavert and 
Massenbach ; secondly, the campaign of 1814, when, on 
the principle of the same theory, an Army of 200,000 men 
was led by the nose through Switzerland on to the plateau 
of Langres as it is called. 

But a high point in a country from which all its waters 
flow, is generally nothing more than a high point ; and 
all that in exaggeration and false application of ideas, 
true in themselves, was written at the end of the 
eighteenth and comrifencement of the iiineteenth cen- 
turies, about its influence on military events, is com- 
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pletely imaginary. If t^e Rhine and Danube and all 
the six rivers of Germany had their common source on 
the tqp of one mountain, that mountain would not on 
that account have any claim to •any greater military 
value than being sdited for the position of a trigono- 
metrical point. For a signal tower it would be less 
useful, still less so for a vidette, and for a whole Army 
worth just nothing at all. * 

To seek for a key-position therefore in the so-called 
key country^ that is, where the different branches of the 
mountains diverge from a common point, and at the 
highest source of its waters, is merely an idea in books, 
which is overthrown by nature itself, because nature 
does not make the ridges and valleys so easy to descend 
as is assumed by the hitherto so-called “^heory of ground, 
but distributes peaks and gorges, in the most irregular 
manner, and not unfrequently the lowest water levdl^s 
surrounded by the loftiest masses of mountain. If any 
one questions military history on the subject, he will 
soon convince himself that the leading geological points 
of a country exercise very little regular influence on the 
use of the country for the purposes of War, and that 
little is so over-balanced by other local circumstances, 
and other requirements, that *a line of positions may 
often run quite close to one of the points we are dis- 
cussing without having been ^n any way attracted there 
by that point. 

We have only dwelt so long upon this false idea because 
a whole — and very pretentious — system has built itself 
upon it. We now leave it, and turn back to our own 
views. 

We say, then, that if the expression, key-position, is to 
represent an independent conception, in strategy, it must 
only be that of a locality the posse slon of which is indis- 
pensable before darmg to enter the enemy’s country.^ 
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But if we choose to designat J by that term every con- 
venient point of entrance to a country, or every advan- 
tageous central point in the country, then the tenp loses 
its real meaning (thit is, its value), and denotes some- 
thing which may be found anywhere more or less. It 
then becomes a mere pleasing figure of speech. 

But positions such as the term conveys to our mind 
are very rarely indeed* to be found. In general, the best 
key to the country lies in the enemy’s Army ; and when 
the idea o^ country predominates over that of the armed 
force, some very specially advantageous circumstances 
must prevail. These, according to our opinion, may be 
recognised by their tending to two principal results : 
first, that the force occupying the position, through the 
help of the grou^, obtains extraordinary capability of 
tactical resistance;^ second, that the enemy’s lines of 
cSiimunication can be sooner effectively threa 4 ^ed 
from this position than he can threaten ours. 


CHAPTER XXIV 

OPERATING AGAINST A FLANK 

We need hardly observe that we speak of tfhe strategic 
flank, that is, a side of the^theatre of War, and that the 
attack from one side in battle, or the tactical movement 
against a flank, must not be confounded with it; and 
even in cases in which the strategic operation against a 
flank, in its last stage, ends in the tactical operation, 
they can quite easily be kept separate, because the one 
never follows necessarily out of the other. 

These flanking movements, and the flanking positions 
connected with them, belong also tS the mere useless 
^pageantry of theory, which is seldom met with in actual 



309 


CHAP. XXIV.] AGAINST A FLANK 

War. Not that the means itself is either ineffectual or 
illusory, but because both sides generally seek to guard 
themselves against its effects ; and cases in which this is 
impossible aVe rare. Now in these ^uncommon cases this 
means has often alio proved highly efficacious, and for 
this reason, as well as on account of the constant watch- 
ing against it which is required in War, it is important 
that it should be clearly explained in theory. Although 
the strategic operation agamst a flank can naturally be 
imagined, not only on the part of the defensive, but also 
on that of the offensive, still it has much more affinity 
with the first, and therefore finds its place under the 
head of defensive means. 

Before we enter into the subject, we must establish 
the simple principle, which must nev(y be lost sight of 
afterwards in the consideration of^ the subject, that 
troops which are to act against the rear or flank of**the 
enemy cannot be employed against his front, and that, 
therefore, whether it be in tactics or strategy, it is a 
completely false kind of notion to consider that coming 
on the rear of the enemy is at once an adviftitage in 
itself. In itself, it is as yet nothing ; but it will become 
something in connection with other things, and some- 
thing either advantageous or the reverse, according to 
the naturfe' of these things, the examination of which 
now claims our attention. » 

First, in the action against the strategic flank, we 
must make a distinction between two objects of that 
measure — between the action merely against the com-' 
municationsy and that against the line of retreat^ with 
which, at the same time, an effect upon the communi- 
cations may also be combined. 

When Daun, in 1758, sent a detachment to seize the 
convoys on their way to the siege of Olmutz, he had 
plainly no intention of impeding the King’s retreat 
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into Silesia ; he rather wished to bring about that re- 
treat, and would willingly have opened the line to him. 

In the campaign of 1812, the object of all th^ expe- 
ditionsfry corps that* were detached from ^ the Russian 
Army in the months of Septemb^ and October, was 
only to intercept the communications, not to stop the 
retreat; but the latter was quite plainly the design 
of the Moldavian Army which, under Tschitschagof, 
marched against the Beresina, as well as of the attack 
which Gederal Wittgenstein was commissioned to make 
on the French troops stationed on the Dwina. 

These examples are merely to make the explanation 
clearer. 

The action against *the lines of communication is 
directed againstv^the enemy’s convoys, against small 
detachments following in rear of the Army, against 
coders and travellers, small dep6ts, &c. ; in f^ct, 
against all the means which the enemy requires to keep 
his Army in a vigorous and healthy condition ; its object 
is, therefore, to weaken the condition of the enemy in 
this respect, and by this means to cause him to retreat. 

The action against the enemy’s line of retreat is to cut 
his Army off from that line. It cannot effect this object 
unless the enemy really determines to retreat; but it 
may certainly cause him to do so by thr^tening his 
line of retreat, and, therefore, it may have the same 
effect as the action against the line of communication, 
by working ^as a demonstration. But as already said, 
none of these effects are to be expected from the 
mere turning which has been effected, from the 
mere geometrical form given to the disposition of the 
troops, they only result from the conditions suitable to 
the same. ^ 

9 # 

In order to learn more distinctly these conditions, we 
shall separate completely the two actions against the 
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mi flrsl consid Jthat which U directod acaiart 

le commuaications. 

Here we must first establish two principal conditic^# 
one or othe^ of which must always^be forthcoming# 

The first is, that the forces used for this action against ^ 
the flank of the enemy must be so insignificant in 
numbers that their absence is not observed in front. 

The second, that the enemy'^s Army has run its 
career, and therefore can neither make use of a fresh 
victory over our Army, nor can he pursilfe us if we 
evade a combat by moving out of the way. 

This last case, which is by no means so uncommon as 
might be supposed, we shall lay aside for the moment, 
and Occupy ourselves with the* accessory conditions of 
the first. ^ 

The first of these is, that the corffmunications have a 
certain length, and cannot be protected by a few-gt)od 
posts ; the second point is, that the situation of the line 
is such as exposes it to our action. 

This weakness of the line may arise in two ways — 
either by its direction, if it is not perpendicular to the 
strategic front of the enemy’s Army, or because his 
lines of communication pass through our territory; if 
both these circumstances exist, the line is so much the 
more exposed. These two relations require a closer 
examination. » 

One would think that when it is a question of covering 
a line of communication 200 or 250 miles long, it is of 
little consequence whether the position occupied by an 
Army standing at one extremity of this line forms an 
oblique angle or a right angle in reference to it, as the 
breadth of the position is little more than a mere point 
in comparison to the line ; and yet it is not so un- 
important as it may seem. When an Army is posted 
at a right angle with its communications, it is difficujit. 
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even with a considerable supetiority, to* interrupt the 
communications by any detachments or partisans sent 
out for the purpose. If we think only of the difi^culty 
of covering absolutely a certain space, we^ should not 
believe this, but rather suppos^, oif the contrary, that 
it must be very difficult for an Army to protect its 
rear (that is, the country behind it) against all expedi- 
tions which an enemy* superior in numbers may under- 
take. Certainly, if we could look at everything in war 
as it is orf- a sheet of paper I Then the party covering 
the line, in his uncertainty as to the point where light 
troops or partisans may appear, would be in a certain 
measure blind, and only the partisans would see. But 
if we think of 4he uhcertainty and insufficiency of 
intelligence gaine^ in War, and know that both parties 
are incessantly grftping in the dark, then we easily 
pefT^cive that a detached corps sent round the enen^’s 
flank to gain his rear is in the position of a man 
engaged in a fray with numbers in a dark room. In 
the end he must fall; and so must it also be with 
bands wiio get round an Army occupying a perpen- 
dicular position, and who therefore place themselves 
near to the enemy, but widely separated from their 
own people. Not only is there danger of losing numbers 
in this way ; there is also a nsk of the whole Ihstrument 
itself being blunted immediately ; for the very first mis- 
fortune which happens to one such party will make all 

the others timid, and instead of bold attacks and insolent 
( 

dodging, the only play will be constant mnning away. 

Through this difficulty, therefore, an Army occupying 
a perpendicular position covers the nearest points on 
its line of communications for a distance of two or 
three marches, accor^ng to the strength of the Army ; 
but those nearest points are just those which are most 
ilj danger, as they are the nearest to the enem 3 i. 
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On the othej hand, in »ithe case of a decidedly oblique 
, position, no such part of the line of communication is 
"covered; the smallest pressure, the most insignificant 
attempt on*the part of the enemy, leads at once to a 
vulnerable point. • | 

But now, what is it which determines the front of^ 
a position, if it is not just the direction perpendicular 
to the line of communication ? TTie front of the enemy ; 
but then, again, this may be equally as well supposed 
as dependent on our front. Here there is • reciprocal 
effect, for the origin of which we must search. 


If we suppose the lines of communication of the 
assailant, a b, so situated with respect to those of the 
enemy, c d, that the two lines form a considerable angle 
with each other, it is evident that if the defensive 
wishes to take up a position at c, where the two lines 
intersect, the assailant from b, by the mere geometrical 
relation, could compel him to form front opposite to 
him, and thus to lay bare his communications. The 
case would be reversed i^ the defensive took up his 
position on this side of the point of junction, about d ; 
then the assailant must make front towards him, if so 
be that his line of operations, which closely depends on 
geographical conditions, cannot be arbitrarily chauiged, 
and moved, for instance, to the direction a d. From 
this it would seem to follow that the defender has an 
advantage in this system of reciprocal action, because 
he only required to take a positidh on this side of the 
intersecl^on of the two lines. But very far from attach- 
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ing any importance to this igeometricjil element, we 
only brought it into consideration to inake ourselves 
the better understood; and we are rather of opinion'^ 
that lof-al and generally individual relations have much 
more to do with determining the ^position of the de- 
‘fender; that, therefore, it is quite impossible to lay 
down in general which of two belligerents will be obliged 
soonest to expose his (Communications. 

If the lines of communication of both sides lie in 
one and tte same direction, then whichever of the two 
parties takes up an oblique position will certainly 
compel his adversary to do the same. But then there 
is nothing gained geometrically by this, and both parties 
attain the same advants^es and disadvantages. 

In the contim^tion of our considerations, we shall, 
therefore, confine ourselves to the case of the line of 
comaiunication of one side only being exposed. 

Now as regards the second disadvantageous relation 
of a line of communication, that is to say, when it runs 
through an enemy’s country, it is clear in itself how 
much the line is compromised by that circumstance, if 
the inhabitants of the country have taken up arms; 
and consequently the case must be looked at as if a 
body of the enemy was posted all along the line; this 
body, it is true, is in itself weak without Solidity or 
intensive force; but we must also take into considera- 
tion what the close contact and influence of such a 
hostile force may nevertheless effect through the number 
of points which offer themselves one after another on 
long lines of communication. That requires no further 
explanation. But even if the enemy’s subjects have 
not taken up arms, and even if there is no militia in 
the country, or other military organisation, indeed if 
the people are even^very unwarlike in spirit, still the 
mere relation of the people as subjects to a hostile 
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Government a disadi^antage ^ot 
munication on the other side which is always felt. The 
assistiince which expeditionary forces and partisans 
derive merely through a better underslanding '^ith. the 
people, through a®knc|vledge of the country and its 
inhabitants, through good information, through th^ 
support of official functionaries, is, for them, of decided 
value; and this support every* such body will enjoy 
without any special effort on its own part. Added to 
this, within a certain distance there will not^be wanting 
fortresses, rivers, mountains, or other places of refuge, 
which of ordinary right belong to the enemy, if they 
have not been formally taken possession of and oicupied 
by our troops. • • 

Now in such a case as is here ST|pposed, especially 
if attended with other favourable^’ circumstances, it is 
possible to act against the communications an 
Army, although their direction is perpendicular to the 
position of that Army; for the detachments employed 
for the purpose do not then require to fall back 
always on their own Army, because being in iheir own 
country they are safe enough if they only make their 
escape. 

We have, therefore, now ascertained that — 

1. A cdhsiderable length, 

2. An oblique direction, • 

3. An enemy’s province, 

are the principal circumstances under which the lines 
of communication of an Army may be interrupted by 
a relatively small proportion of armed forces on the 
side of the enemy; in order to make this interruption 
effectual, a fourth condition is still requisite, which is 
a certain duration of time. Respecting this point, we 
beg attention to what has beeii'Said in the fifteenth 
chapter#of the fifth book. 


I 

the lines of com- 
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But these foul conditions only tie chief points 
which relate to the subject; a number of local and 
special circumstances attach themselves to these, and^ 
often %ttain to an tinfluence more decisive and im- 
portant than that of the prkicip&l ones themselves, 
'^electing only the most essential, we mention the state 
of the roads, the nature of the country through which 
they pass, the means* of cover which are afforded by 
rivers, mountains, and morasses, the seasons and weather, 
the impontance of particular convoys, such as siege 
trains, the number of light troops, &c., &c. 

On all these circumstances, therefore, will depend 
the effect with which a General can act on his opponent’s 
communications;# and by comparing the result of the 
whole of these circumstances on the one side with the 
result of the whok on the other, we obtain a just 
estineiate of the relative advantages of both systems^pf 
communication, on which will depend which of the two 
Generals can play the highest game. 

What here seems so prolix in the explanation is often 
decided «in the concrete case at first sight, but still, 
the tact of a practised judgment is required for that, 
and a person must have thought over every one of 
the cases now developecf in order to see in its true 
light the absurdity of those critical writers Vho think 
they have settled something, by the mere words “ turn- 
ing ” and acting on a flank,” without giving their 
reasons. 

We now Come to the second chief condition^ under 
which the strategic action against the enemy’s flank 
may take place. 

If the enemy is hindered from advancing by any other 
cause but the resistance which our Army opposes, let 
that cause be what itf may, then our Anhy has no reason 
to be apprehensive about weakening itself by;,, sending 
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out detachme^ to hara^^s the enemy r for if the enemy 
should attemj* to chastise us by an attack, we have 
^only ^o yield some groi^md and decline the combat. This 
is what wastdone by tii^ chief Ru^ian Army at^oscow 
in 1812. But it is «iOi ^t all necessary that everything 
should be again on the sVme great scale as in that cam<^ 
paign for such a case to happen again. In tlie first 
Silesian War, Frederick the Grea^ was each time in this 
situation, on the frontiers of Bohemia and Moravia, and 
in the complex affairs relating to Generals and their 
Armies, many causes of different kinds, particularly 
political ones, may be imagined, which make further 
advance an impossibility. 

As in the case now supposed mcjre forces may be 
spared to act against the enemy’s flafik, the other con- 
ditions need not be quite so favour^le : even the nature 
of our communications in relation to those of the j^emy 
need not give us the advantage in that respect, as an 
enemy who is not in a condition to make any particular 
use of our further retreat is not likely to use his right 
to retaliate, but will rather be anxious about the direct 
covering of his own line of retreat. 

Such a situation is therefore very well suited to obtain 
foi us, by means less brilliSnt and complete but less 
dangerous than a victory, those results which it would 
be too great a risk to seejc to obtain by a battle. 

As in such a case we feel little anxiety about exposing 
our own line of communications, by taking up a position 
on one or other flank, and as the enemy by that means 
may always be compelled to form front obliquely to his 
line of communications, therefore this one of the con- 
ditions above named will seldom fail to occur. The 
more the rest of the conditions, as well as other cir- 
cumstances, co-operate, so much^the more certain are 
we of juccess from the means now in question; but 
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the fewer favourlble circumst^ces exist 
all depend on superior skill in combinatio 
tude and precision in the executic^. 

Here js the proper f^ld for str^egic manoeuvres, such 
as are to be found so frequency ki the Seven Years’ 
"’’War, in Silesia and Saxony, tind in the campaigns 
of 1760 and 1762. If, m many Wars in which only a 
moderate amount of elementary force is displayed, such 
strategic manoeuvring very often appears, this is not 
because the. Commander on each occasion found him- 
self at the end of his tether, but because want of resolu- 
tion and courage, and of an enterpnsing spirit, and 
dread of responsibility, have often supplied the place 
of real impediments ; for a case in point, we have only 
to call to mind Fi^ld-Marshal Daun. 

As a summary of the results of our considerations, we 
may aay, that the action against a flank is most effectual — 

1. In the defensive ; 

2. Towards the end of a campaign ; 

3. Above all, in a retreat into the heart of the country ; 
and 

4. In connection with a general arming of the people. 

On the mode of executing this action against the 

communications, we have only a few words to say. 

The enterprises must be conducted by Skilful de- 
tachment leaders, who, at th? head of small bodies, by 
bold marches and attacks, fall upon the enemy’s weak 
garnsons, convoys, and small detachments on the march 
here and there*, encourage the national levies {landsiurm), 
and sometimes join with them in particular undertakings. 
These parties must be more numerous than strong in- 
dividually, and so organised that it may be possible to 
unite several of them for any greater imdertaking with- 
out any obstacle from? the vanity or cajirice of any of 
the single leaders. ^ 


I the more will 
, and prompt!- 
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We have ' to spe|k of the aclion against the 
enemy’s line ol retreat. 

Here we mult keepfin view, above all things, the 
principle wit^^ which welpommence(J, that forces destined 
to operate in rear caiino| be used in front ; that, there- 
fore, the action against*^ the rear or flanks is not an#^ 
increase of force in itself; it is only to be regarded as 
a more powerful application (or •employment) of the 
same ; increasing the degree of success in prospect, but 
also increasing the degree of risk. ^ 

Every opposition offered with the sword which is 
not of a direct and simple nature, has a tendency to 
raise the result at the cost of its certainty. An crpera- 
tion against the enemy’s flank, whethej with one com- 
pact force, or with separate bodies fonverging from 
several quarters, belongs to this cal^gory. 

But now, if cutting off the enemy’s retreat is ngt to 
be a mere demonstration, but is seriously intended, the 
real solution is a decisive battle, or, at least, the con- 
junction of ail the conditions for the same ; and just in 
this solution we find again the two elements ^bove- 
mentioned — the greater result and the greater danger. 
Therefore, if a General is to stand justified in adopting 
this method of action, his reas6ns must be — favourable 
conditions. 

In this method of resistanpe we must distinguish the 
two forms already mentioned. The first is, if a General 
with his whole force intends to attack the enemy in rear, 
either from a position taken up on the flahk for that 
purpose, or by a formal turning movement ; the second 
is, if he divides his forces, and, by an enveloping position 
with one part, threatens the enemy’s rear, with the 
other part his front. 

The result is irftensified in both Clses alike, that is — 
either there is a real interception of the retreat, and 
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consequently thi enemy’s Army taken Jfrisoners, or the 
greater part scattered, or there may be a/ long and hasty 
retreat of the enemy’s force to e^:ape th<!^ danger. 

But the intensified^risk is diM'ent in the^two cases. 

If we turn the enemy with our whole force, the danger 
'dies in the laying open our oim rear ; and hence the 
question depends on the relation of the mutual lines 
of retreat, just as im the action against the lines of 
communication, it depended on the relation of those 
lines. r 

Now certainly the defender, if he is in his own country, 
is less restricted than the assailant, both as to his lines 
of retreat and communication, and in so far is therefore 
in a better posi|:ion to ^ turn his adversary strategically; 
but this generali^relation is not of a sufficiently decisive 
character to be used as the foundation of a practical 
method ; therefore, nothing but the whole of the. rela- 
tions in each individual case can decide. 

Only so much we may add, that favourable conditions 
are naturally more common in wide spheres of action 
than ip small ; more common, also, on the side of inde- 
pendent States than on that of weak ones, dependent 
on foreign aid, and whose Armies mast, therefore, con- 
stantly have their attention bent on the point of junction 
with the auxiliary Army, lastly, they bicome most 
favourable for the defender towards the close of the 
campaign, when the impulsive force of the assailant is 
somewhat spent; very much, again, in the same manner 
as in the case of the lines of communication. 

Such a flank position as the Russians took up with 
advantage on the road from Moscow to Kaluga, when 
Buonaparte’s aggressive force was spent, would have 
brought them into a scrape at the commencement of 
the campaign at th'^ camp of Drissa, if- they had not been 
wise enough to change their plan m good time. 
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The other irAthod of turning the en#my, and cutting 
off his retreat iby dividing our force, entails the risk 
’attending a division of^^'ur own force, whilst the enemy, 
having the sydvantage c| interior Ijnea, retains his forces 
united, and therefore»ha3|:he power of acting with superior 
numbers against one of OT?|r divisions. This is a disadvan^. 
tage which nothing can remove, and in exposing ourselves 
to it, we can only be justified bygone of three principal 
reasons : — 

1. The original division of the force which ^akes such 
a method of action necessny, unless we incur a great 
loss of time. 

2. A great moral and physical superiority, which justi- 
fies the adoption of a decisive method. 

3. The want of impulsive force in t^e enemy as soon 
as he has arrived at the culminating point of his career. 

When Frederick the Great invaded Bohemia, 1757, on 
converging lines, he had not in view to combine an^ttack 
in front with one on the strategic rear ; at all events, 
this was by no means his principal object, as we shall 
more fully explain elsewhere, but in any case it is evident 
that there never could have been any question of a con- 
centration of forces in Silesia or Saxony before the 
invasion, as he would thereby have sacrificed all the 
advantages of a surprise. 

When the Allies formed their plan for the second part 
of the campaign of 1813, loolcing to their great superiority 
in numbers, they might very well at that time entertain 
the idea of attacking Buonaparte’s right on,the Elbe with 
their mam force, and of thus shifting the theatre of War 
from the Oder to the Elbe. Their ill-success at Dresden 
is to be ascribed not to this general plan but to their faulty 
dispositions both strategic and tactical. They could have 
concentrated 230,000 men at Dresden against Buona- 
parte’s 130,000, a proportion of numbers eminently favour- 

VOL. ft. X , 
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able (at Leipsic, least, the proportion was as 285 : 157). 
It is true that Buonaparte haa distribut^ his forces too 
evenly for the particular system/?of a defence upon oner 
line (in Silesia 70,000 against jgo,ooo, ^in . the Mark — 
Brandenburg — 70, 000^ against 1^0, OQp), but at all events 
^it would have been difficult for^him, without completely 
abandoning Silesia, to assemble on the Elbe a force which 
could have contended with the pnncipal Army of the 
Allies in a decisive battle. The Allies could also have 
easily called up the Army of Wrede to the Maine, and 
employed it to try to cut Buonaparte off from the road 
to Mayence. 

Lastly, in 1812, the Russians might have directed their 
Army of Moldavia uponjVolhynia and Lithuania in order 
to move it forwj(j.rd afterwards against the rear of the 
principal French Army, because it was quite certain that 
Moscow must be the extreme point of the French lin^ of 
operations. For any part of Russia beyond Moscow the^e 
was nothing to fear in that campaign, therefore the 
Russian main Army had no cause to consider itself too 
weak. 

This same scheme formed part of the disposition of the 
forces laid down in the first defensive plan proposed by 
General Phul, according to which the Army of Barclay 
was to occupy the camp at Drissa, whilst ^at under 
Bagration was to press forward against the rear of the 
main French Army. But what a difference of circum- 
stances in the two cases ! In the first of them the French 
were three tin?es as strong as the Russians ; in the second, 
the Russians were decidedly superior. In the first, Buona- 
parte’s great Army had in it an impulsive force which 
carried it to Moscow four hundred miles beyond Drissa : 
in the second, it is unfit to make a day’s march beyond 
Moscow ; in the firs^ the line of retread on the Niemen 
did not exceed one hundred and fifty miles : in the second 
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it was five hurwfred and sixty. The saiy action against 
the enemy’s ret^t therefc^e, which was so successful in 
the second case.^ould, the first, have been the wildest 

¥y- ’ . A I ‘ 

As the action agaiqj^t enemy’s line of retreal:, if it 
is more than a demonstration, becomes a formal attack^ 
from the rear, there remains therefore still a good deal 
to be said on the subject, but it will come In more appro- 
priately in the book upon the attack ; we shall therefore 
break oft here and content ourselves with having givenjf, 
the conditions under which this kind of reaction may 
take place. 

Very commonly the design of causing the enenjy to 
retreat by menacing his line of rgtreat, is understood to 
imply rather a mere demonstration tha^ the actual exe- 
cution of the threat. If it was necessary that every 
efficacious demonstration should be founded on the actual 
practicability of real action, which seems a maftS: of 
course at first sight, then it would accord with the same 
in all respects. But this is not the case : on the contrary, 
in the chapter on demonstrations we shall see that they 
are connected with conditions somewhat different, at all 
events in some respects, we therefore refer our readers to 
that chapter. • 


CHAPTER XXV 

RETREAT INTO THE INTERIOR OP THE 
' COUNTRY 

We have considered the voluntary retreat into the heart 
of the country as a particular indirect form of defence 
through which it i§ expected the enemy will be destroyed, 
not so much by the sword as by exhaustion from his own 
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efforts. In this^ case, therefore, a great battle is either 
not supposed, or it is assumed to takecplace when the 
enemy’s forces are considerably rfeducedA r- 

Every assailant in advancing diminishes his military 
strength by the ad^)ance ; w^sh^^ consider this more 
^ in detail in the seventh book ; ^here we must assume that 
result, which we may the more readily do, as it is clearly 
shown by military history in every campaign in which 
there has been a considerable advance. 

This loss in the advance is increased if the enemy has 
not been beaten, but withdraws of his own accord with 
his forces intact, and offering a steady continuous resist- 
ance,e sells every step of ground at a bloody price, so that 
the advance is a contii?.uous combat for ground and not 
a mere pursuit. |i 

On the other hand, the losses which a party on the 
defensive suffers on a retreat, are much greater if his 
retreat has been preceded by a defeat in battle than if 
his retreat is voluntary. For if he is able to offer the 
pursuer the daily resistance which we expect on a volun- 
tary retreat, his losses would be at least the same in that 
way, over and above which those sustained in the battle 
have still to be added. But how contrary to the nature 
of the thing such a supposition as this would be ! The 
best Army in the world, if obliged to retire cfar into the 
country after the loss of a battle, will suffer losses on 
the retreat, beyond measure out of proportion ; and if the 
enemy is considerably superior, as we suppose him, in 
the case of^which we are now speaking, if he pursues 
with great energy as has almost always been done in 
modem Wars, then there is the highest probability that 
a regular flight takes place by which the Army is usually 
completely ruined. 

A regularly measupd daily resistance^ that is, one which 
each time only lasts as long as the balance of success in 
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the combat can be kept wa:^ering, and in^vhich we secure 
ourselves from o^feat bj'^ giving up the ground which has 
blen contested the rigft moment, will^cost the assailant 
at least as many men as^the defencjer in these combats, 
for the loss which thi latter by retiring now and again 
must unavoidably suffer iri prisoners,^will be balanced by^ 
the losses of the other under fire, as the -assailant must 
always fight against the advantages of the ground. It 
is true that the retreating side loses entirely all those men 
who are badly wounded, but the assailant likewise loses 
all his in the same case for the present, as they usually 
remain several months m the hospitals. 

The result will be that the two Armies will wear each 
other away in nearly equal proportions ii^ these perpetual 
collisions. 

It is quite different in the pursuiirof a beaten army. 
Here the troops lost in battle, the general disorgepxiisa- 
tion, the broken courage, the anxiety about the retreat, 
make such a resistance on the part of the retreating Army 
very difficult, in many cases impossible ; and the pursuer 
who, in the former case, advances extremely cautiously, 
even hesitatingly, like a blind man, always groping about, 
presses forward in the latter case with the firm tread of 
the conqueror, with the overweening spirit which good 
fortune imparts, with the confidence of a demi-god, and 
the more daringly he urges thie pursuit so much the more 
he hastens on things in the direction which they have 
already taken, because here is the true field for the moral 
forces which intensify and multiply themselves without 
being restricted to the rigid numbers and measures of the 
physical world. 

It is therefore very plain how different will be the rela- 
tions of two Armies according as it is by the first or the 
second of the above ways, that they Strive at that point 
which ma3ibe regarded as the end of the assailant’s course^ 
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This is merel^ the result of/:he mtitual destruction ; to 
this must now be added the redactions f^rhich the advan- 
cing party suffers otherwise inAadditiol, and reepecting 
which^ as already si; id, we tepr to the seventh book ; 
further, on the other hand, we nave to take into account 
* reinforcements which the retr/atmg party receives in the 
great majority of cases, by forces subsequently joining 
him either in the form of help from abroad or through 
persistent efforts at home. 

Lastly,^ there is, in the means of subsistence, such a 
disproportion between the retreating side and the advan- 
cing, that the first not uncommonly lives in superfluity 
when the other is reduced to want. 

The Army in^^ retreat has the means of collecting pro- 
visions everywhere, and he marches towards them, whilst 
the pursuer must ’have everything brought after him, 
which, as long as he is m motion, even with the shortest 
lines of communication, is]|difficult, and on that account 
begets scarcity from the very first. 

All that the country yields will be taken for the benefit 
of the'retreating Army first, and will be mostly consumed. 
Nothing remains but wasted villages and towns, fields 
from which the crops have been gathered, or which are 
trampled down, empty wells, and muddy brooks. 

The pursuing Army, therefore, from the very first day, 
has frequently to contend with the most pressing wants. 
On taking the enemy’s supphes he cannot reckon ; it is 
only through accident, or some unpardonable blunder on 
the part of the enemy, that here and there sjome little 
falls into his hands. 

Thus there can be no doubt that in countries of vast 
dimensions, and when there is no extraordinary dispro- 
portion between the belligerent powers, a relation may be 
produced in this \^ay between the military forces, whidi 
^olds out to the defensive an immeasurably greater chance 
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of a final resul| in his favour than he \rould h^e had if 
there had been na greaf b^tle on the frontier. ^ Not only 
does t]ie prCba^lity of'«gaining a victory become greater 
through this iteration ih the nrop^rtidns of the contend- 
ing Armies, but the»prospects of great results from the 
victory are increased as vjell, through the change of pos^ 
tion. What a difference between a battle lost close to 

0 

the frontier of our country and oite in the middle of the 
enemy’s country ! Indeed, the situation of the assailant 
is often such at the end of his first start, that ^^en a battle 
gained may force him to retreat, because he has neither 
enough impulsive power left to complete and make use 
of a victory, nor is he in a condition to replace the forces 
he has lost. • 

There is, therefore, an immense difference between a 
decisive blow at the commencement and at the end of 
the attack. 

To the great advantage of this mode of defence are 
opposed two drawbacks. The first is the loss which the 
country suffers through the presence of the enemy in his 
advance, the other is the moral impression. ^ 

To protect the country from loss can certainly never 
be looked upon as the object of the whole defence. That 
object is an advantageous peace. To obtain that as 
surely as possible is the endeavour, and for it no momen- 
tary sacrifice must be consi^dered too great. At the same 
time, the above loss, although it may not be decisive, 
must still be laid in the balance, for it always affects our 
interests. • 

This loss does not affect our Army directly ; it only 
acts upon it in a more or less roundabout way, whilst the 
retreat itself directly reinforces our Army. It is, there- 
fore, difficult to draw a comparison between the advantage 
and disadvantage in this case ; th^ are things of a dif- 
ferent kind, the action of which is not directed towards 
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any common popt. We must, theijrefor^, content our- 
selves witii saying that the lo4 greater when we have 
to sacrifice fruitful provinces w^l populated, and large 
commercial towns but it arriws at a iiajcimum when 
at the same time we lose war-mfcans either ready for use 
QT in course of preparation. ^ 

The second counterpoise is the moral impression. 
There are cases in which the Commander must be above 
regarding such a thing, in which he must quietly follow 
out his plcyfis, and run the risk of the objections which 
short-sighted despondency may offer ; but nevertheless, 
this impression is no phantom which should be despised. 
It is not like a force which acts upon one point : but like 
a force which, with thr speed of lightning, penetrates 
every fibre, and Qiaralyses all the powers which should 
be in full activity, both in a Nation and in its Army. 
There are indeed cases in which the cause of the retreat 
into the interior of the country is quickly understood by 
both Nation and Army, and trust, as well as hope, are 
elevated by the step ; but such cases are rare. More 
usually,^ the people and the Army cannot distinguish 
whether it is a voluntary movement or a precipitate 
retreat, and still less whether the plan is one wisely 
adopted, with a view to tcnsure ulterior advantages, or 
the result of fear of the enemy’s sword. The people have 
a mingled feeling of sympathy and dissatisfaction at seeing 
the fate of the provinces sacrificed ; the Army easily loses 
confidence in its leaders, or even in itself, and the constant 
combats of the rear-guard dunng the retreat, tend always 
to give new strength to its fears. These are consequences 
of the retreat about which we must never deceive our- 
selves. And it certainly is — considered in itself — more 
natural, simpler, nobler, and more in accordance with 
the moral existence oj. a Nation, to enten the lists at once, 
that the enemy may not cross the frontiers of its people 
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without being opposed by its genius, ajid bein/ called to 
a bloody accoi^yit. * f 

Th^se are tie advantages and disadvantages of this 
kind of defepcjJ ; now a few words oif its conditions and 
the circumstances wfcich^ are in its favour. 

A country of great exigent, or at all events, a long line 
of retreat, is the first and fundamental condition ; for 
an advance of a few marches wili naturally not weaken 
the enemy seriously. Buonaparte’s centre, in the year 
1812, at Witepsk, was 250,000 strong, Smolensk, 
182,000, at Borodino it had diminished to 130,000, 
that is to say, had fallen to about an equality with the 
Russian centre. Borodino is four hundred and fifty miles 
from the frontier ; but it was met until they came near 
Moscow that the Russians reached that decided superiority 
in numbers, which of itself reversej^ the situation of the 
combatants so assuredly, that the French victory^aj^t Malo 
Jaroslewetz could not essentially alter it again. 

No other European State has the dimensions of J^ussia, 
and in very few can a line of retreat five hundred miles 
long be imagined. But neither will a Power suct^as that 
of the French in 1812, easily appear under different cir- 
cumstances, still less such a superiority in numbers as 
ex'sted at the commencement f)f the campaign, when the 
French Army had more than double the numbers of its 
adversary, besides its undoubted moral superiority. 
Therefore, what was here only effected at the end of 
five hundred miles, may perhaps, in other cases, be at- 
tained at the end of two hundred and fifty ^r three hun- 
dred miles. 

The circumstances which favour this mode of defence 
are — 

1. A country only little cultivated. 

2. A loyal an(i warlike people. . ^ 

3. An inclement season. 
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All th^ thingfi increase the difficulty of maintaining 
an Army, Vender great convoyl^ ne :essary . many detach- 
ments, harassing duties, cause the ’spread pf sicknes^, andr 
make ojperations against the flanks easier w |he defender. 

Lastly, we have yet to speak o( th« absolute mass alone 
of the armed force, as influencir|g the result. 

It lies in the nature of the thing itself that, irrespective 
of the mutual relation of the forces opposed to each other, 
a small force is sooner exhausted than a larger, and, there- 
fore, that ijs career cannot be so long, nor its theatre of 
War so wide. There is, therefore, to a certain extent, a 
constant relation between the absolute size of an Army 
and the space which that Army can occupy. It is out 
of the question to try «to express this relation by any 
figures, and besides, it will always be modified by other 
circumstances ; it is , sufficient for our purpose to say that 
these things necessarily have this relation from their^^ery 
nature. We may be able to march upon Moscow with 
500, OOP but not with 50,000, even if the relation of the 
invader’s army to that of the defender in poinf of numbers 
were nvich more favourable in the latter case. 

Now if we assume that there is this relation of absolute 
power to space in two different cases, then it is certain 
that the effect of our retifeat into the interior m weaken- 
ing the enemy will increase with the masses. 

1. Subsistence and lodging of the troops become more 
difficult — for, supposing the space which an Army covers 
to increase in proportion to the size of the Army, still the 
subsistence for the Army will never be obtainable from 
this space alone, and everything which has to be brought 
after an Army is subject to greater loss also ; the whole 
space occupied is never used for covering for the troops, 
only a small part of it is required, and this does not 
increase in the sam^ proportion as the lhasses. 

2. The advance is the same manner more tedious 
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in proj)ortion as thelm^ses increase/ conse^ently, the 
time is longei" before^he career of aggressioil is run out, 

' and ihe sum total of the daily losses is greater. 

Three thi^ufeand men driving tv^o thousand be^re them 
in an ordinary coufttry, will not allow them to march at 
the rate of five, ten, orjat most fifteen miles a day, a*id 
from time to time to make a few dayg’ halt. To come 
up with them, to attack them, afld force them to make a 
further retreat is the work of a few hours ; but if we 
multiply these masses by lOO, the case is altered. Opera- 
tions for which a few hours sufficed in the first case, 
require now a whole day, perhaps two. The contending 
forces cannot remain together near one point ; thereby, 
therefore, the diversity of mo-^emeni# and combinations 
increases, and, consequently, also the time required. But 
this places the assailant a+ a disadvantage, because his 
difficulty with subsistence being greater, he is obliged to 
extend his force more than the pursued, and, therefore, 
is always in danger of being overpowered by the latter 
at some particular point, as the Russians tried to do at 
Witepsk. • 

3. The greater the masses are, the more severe are the 
exertions demanded from each individual for the daily 
duties required strategically *and tactically. A hundred 
thousand men who have to march to and from the point 
of assembly every day, halted at one time, and then set 
in movement again, now called to arms, then cooking or 
receiving their rations — a hundred thousand who must not 
go into their bivouac until the necessaVy reports are 
delivered in from, all quarters— these men, as a rule, 
require for all these exertions connected with the actual 
march, twice as much time as 50,000 would require, but 
there are only twenty-four hours in the day for both. 
How much the time and fatigue ofithe march itself differs 
according to the size of the body of troops to be moved, has 
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been show¥ in iha ninth chapter o/ the preceding book. 
Now, the uHreating Army, it iC tifie, partakes oi these 
fatigues as well as the advancing, but they are piuch^ 
greater fpr the lattef v , 

1, because the mass of his troops i^ greater on account 
of*the superiority which we supposed, 

2, because the defender, by being always the party to 

yield ground, purchases* by this sacrifice the right of the 
initiative, and, therefore, the right always to give the law 
to the otherr He forms his plan beforehand, which, in 
most cases, he can carry out unaltered, but the aggressor, 
on the other hand, can only make his plans conformably 
to tho^ of his adversary, which he must in the first 
instance find out. ^ ^ 

We must, however, remind our readers that we are 
speaking of the pursuit of an enemy who has not suffered 
a defeat, who has not even lost a battle. It is necessary 
to mention this, m order that we may not be supposed 
to contradict what was said in the twelfth ^chapter of 
our fourth book. 

But tb^s privilege of giving the law to the enemy makes 
a difference in saving of time, expenditure of force, as 
well as in respect of other minor advantages which, in 
the long run, becomes very ^important, 

3 , because the retreating force on the one hand does 
all he can to make his own retreat easy, repairs roads, 
and bridges, chooses the most convenient places for en- 
campment, &c., and, on the other hand again, does all 
he can to throw impediments in the way of the 
pursuer, as he destroys bridges, by the mere act of 
marching makes bad roads worse, deprives the enemy 
of good places for encampment by occupying them 
himself, &c. 

Lastly, we must ^id still, as a specially favourable 
circumstance, the War made by the people. T|>is does 
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not require further apcamination here, as weyshall allot 
a chapter to the subj(|:t ft self. 

. Hitherto, wd' have ^ieen engaged upon the advantages 
'Which such^ a^Vetreat ensures, the sacrifices which it re- 
quires, and the comditions which must exist ; we shall 
now say something of the mode of executing it. # 

The first question which we have to propose to our- 
selves is with reference to the dir(?ction of the retreat. 

It should be made into the interior of the country, 
therefore, if possible, towards a point whej^. the enetoy 
will be surrounded on all sides by our provinces ; there 
he will be exposed to their influence, and we shall not be 
in danger of being separated from the principal mas^ of our 
territory, which might happen ii we chose a line too near 
the frontier, as would have happened to the Russians in 
1812 if they had retreated to the sojith instead of the east. 

This is the condition which lies in the object of the 
measure itself. Which point in the country is the best, 
how far the choice of that point will accord '^ith the 
design of covering the capital or any other important 
point directly, or drawing the enemy away from the 
direction of such important places depends on circum- 
stances. 

If the Russians had well consideied their retreat in 1812 
beforehanct, and, therefore, made it completely in con- 
formity with a regular plan, they might easily, from 
Smolensk, have taken the road to Kaluga, which they 
only took on leaving Moscow ; it is very possible that 
under these circumstances Moscow would have been en- 
tirely saved. 

That is to say, tlie French were about 130,000 strong 
at Borodino, and there is no ground for assuming that 
they would have been any stronger if this battle had been 
fought by the Russians half way to f^aluga instead ; now, 
how many of these men could they have spared to detach 
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to Moscow\^ Plainly, very few ; hjit jt is not with a few 
troops that'tan expedition can Be ^mt a distance of two 
hundred and fifty miles (the distai^ce from Smolensk to< 
Moscow)^ against snCh a place as Mo^icow. ( 

Supposing Buonaparte when at Smolensk, where he 
w«LS 160,000 strong, had thought he Could venture to 
detach against Moscow before engaging in a great battle, 
and had used 40,000 men for that purpose, leaving 120,000 
opposite the principal Russian Army, in that case, these 
120,000 mei\ would not have been more than 90,000 in 
the battle, that is 40,000 less than the number which 
fought at Borodino ; the Russians, therefore, would have 
had a ^periority in numbers of 30,000 men. Taking the 
course of the battje of Borodino as a standard, we may 
very well assume that with such a superiority they would 
have been victorious., At all events, the relative situa- 
tion of the parties would have been more favourable ^f or 
the Russians than it was at Borodino. But the retreat 
of the Russians was not the result of a well-matured plan ; 

m 

they retreated as far as they did because each time that 
they we<?e on the point of giving battle they did not con- 
sider themselves strong enough yet for a great action ; 
all their supplies and reinforcements were on the road 
from Moscow to Smolensk, 'and it could not enter the head 
of any one at Smolensk to leave that road. Bat, besides, 
a victory between Smolensk apid Kaluga would never have 
excused, in the eyes of the Russians, the offence of having 
left Moscow uncovered, and exposed it to the possibility 
of being captured. 

Buonaparte, in 1813, would have secured Paris with 
more certainty from an attack if he had taken up a position 
at some distance in a lateral direction, somewhere behind 
the canal of Burgundy, leaving only with the large force 
of National Guard iiuParis a few thousand regular troops. 
The Allies would never have had the courage to march a 
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corps of 50,000 or 6d,o|o against Paris whilst Bjfionaparte 
was in the field at Aux JrreVith 100,000 men. ili the case 
io supposed reversed, and the Allies in Buonaparte’s place, 
then no one^ i|i„)deed, would have advised them ip leave 
ther road open to thtir own capital with Buonaparte for 
their opponent. With such a preponderance he would 
not have hesitated a moment about lyarching on the 
capital. So different is the effect lihder the same circum- 
stances but under different moral relations. 

As we shall have hereafter to return to iiiiis subject 
when treating of the plan of a War, we shall only at pre- 
sent add that, when such a lateral position is taken, the 
capital or place which it is the object to protect, must, 
in every case, be capable of makfhg soi^e resistaiice that 
it may not be occupied and laid under contribution by 
every flying column or irregular band. 

But we have still to consider another peculiarity in 
the direction of such a line of retreat, that is, a sudden 
change of direction. After the Russians had kept the same 
direction as far as Moscow they left that direction which 
would have taken them to Vladimir, and after first talking 
the road to Riazan for some distance, they then trans- 
ferred their Army to the Kaluga road. If they had been 
obliged to continue their retread they could easily have 
done so in this new. direction which would have led them 
to Xiew, therefore much nearer again to the enemy’s 
frontier. That the French, even if they had still preserved 
a large numerical superiority over the Russians, could not 
have maintained their line of communication* by Moscow 
under such circumstances is clear in itself ; they must 
have given up not only Moscow but, in all probability, 
Smolensk also, therefore have again abandoned the con- 
quests obtained with so much toil, and contented them- 
selves with a theatre of War on this siAe the Beresina. 

Now, certainly, the Russian Army would thus have goi^ 



336 ON WAR( [B<X)K vi. 

into the $pne difficulty to which /.t would have exposed 
itself by mking the direction^ of feiew at first, namely, 
that of being separated from the mass of its own terptory ; 
but th^ disadvantage would now have\become almost 
insignificant, for how different wouM have been the Con- 
dition of the French Army if^it had marched straight 
upon Kiew wittvout making the detour by Moscow. 

It is evident that shch a sudden change of direction of 
a line of retreat, which is very practicable in a spacious 
country, ery'ures remarkable advantages. 

It makes it impossible for the enemy (the advancing 
force) to maintain his old line of communication : but 
the organisation of a new one is always a difficult matter, 
in addition to which thC change is made gradually, there- 
fore, probably, he has to try more than one new line. 

2. If both parties cm this manner approach the frontier 
again ;^vthe position of the aggressor no longer covers his 
conquests, and he must in all probability give them up. 

Russia with its enormous dimensions, is a country in 
which two Armies might in this manner regularly play at 
prisorters’ base (Zeck jagen). 

But such a change of the line of retreat is also possible 
in smaller countries, when other circumstances are favour- 
able, which can only be judged of in each individual case, 
according to its different relations. 

When the direction in which the enemy is to be drawn 
into the country is once fixed upon, then it follows of 
itself that our principal Army should take that direction, 
for otherwise the enemy would not advance in that direc- 
tion, and even if he did we shoul(^ not then be able to 
impose upon him all the conditions above supposed. The 
question then only remains whether we shall take this 
direction with our forces undivided, or whether consider- 
able portions shocld spread out laterally and therefore 
,give the retreat a divergent (eccentric) form. , 
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To this we answej; t^at this latter form in itself is to 
be rejected. ^ 

1. Because it divides our forces, whilst their concen- 
ration on onejpoint is just one of the chief difficulties 

for -the enemy. ’ 

2. Because the enemy gets the advantage of operating 
on interior lines, can remliin more concentiated than we 
are, consequently can appear in so much the greater force 
at any one point. Now certainly this superiority is less 
to be dreaded when we are following a system of constantly 
giving way ; but the very condition ol this constaiUly 
yielding, is always to continue formidable to the enemy 
and not to allow him to beat us in detail, which -might 
easily happen A further object of such a retreat, is to 
bring our principal force by degrees to a superiority of 
numbers, and with this superiority to give a decisive blow, 
but that by a partition of forces would become an uncer- 
tainty. 

3. Because as a general rule the concentric (convergent) 
action against the enemy is not adapted to the weaker 
forces. 

4. Because many disadvantages of the weak points of 
the aggiession disappear when the defender’s Army is 
di\ided into separate parts. 

The weakest features in a long advance on the part of 
the aggressor are for instance : — the length of the lines 
of communication, and the exposure of the strategic flanks. 
By the divergent form of retreat, the aggressor is com- 
pelled to cause a poition of his force to show a front to 
the flank, and this portion properly destined only to 
neutralise our force immediately in his front, now effects 
to a certain extent something else in addition, by cover- 
ing a portion of the fines of communication. 

For the mere i^trategic effect ofTl:;^^ retreat, the diver- 
gent form is therefore not favourable ; but if it is to 

VQL. if. . Y ' 
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prepare an action hereafter agaii&t.the enemy’s line of 
retreat, tb^n we must refer tcT wmt has been said about 
that in the last chapter. 

There is only one object which can gi\^ occasion to a 
divergeiit retreat, that' is when we c?n by that means pro- 
tect provinces which otherwise the enemy would occupy. 

What sections of territory the^ advancing foe will occupy 
right and left of' his course, can with tolerable accuracy be 
discerned by the point of assembly of, and directions 
given to, his^ forces, by the situation of his own provinces, 
fortresses, &c., in respect to our own. To place troops 
in those districts of territory which he will m all pro- 
bability leave unoccupied, would be dangerous waste of 
our forces. But ^now v hether by any disposition of our 
forces we shall he able to hinder him from occupying those 
districts which m all probability he will desire to occupy, 
is more difficult to decide, and it is therefore a pom|;, the 
solution of which depends much on tact of judgment. 

Wh^n the Russians retreated m 1812, tjiey left 30,000 
men under Tormassow in Volhynia, to oppose the Austrian 
force which was expected to invade that province. The 
size of the province, the numerous obstacles of ground 
which the country presents, the near proportion between 
the forces likely to come into conflict justified the Russians 
in their expectations, that they would be able to keep the 
upper hand m that quarter, qr at least to maintain them- 
selves near to their frontier. By this, very important 
advantages might have resulted in the sequel, which we 
shall not stop here to discuss ; besides ^is, it was almost 
impossible for these troops to have joined the main Army 
in time if they had wished. For these reasons, the deter- 
mination to leave these troops in Volh5mia to carry on 
there a distinct War of their own, was right. Now on 
the other hand, if according to the proposed plan of 
campaign submitted by General Phul, only the Army of 



CHAP. XXV.] RETRMT INTO INTERIOR?-' 339 

Barclay (80,000 me»),|was to retire to prissa, and Bagra- 
tion’s army {40,000 men) ^as to remain on th^ right flank 
A the^French, with a view to subsequently falling on their 
rear, it is evitoit at once that this corpus could not possibly 
mSintain itself in South Lithuania so near to th^ rear of 
the main body of the French Army, and would soon have 
^ been destroyed by their^overwhelming masses. 

That the defender’s interest in •itself is to give up as 
few provinces as possible to the assailant is intelligible 
enough, but this is always a secondary consideration ; 
that the attack is also made more difficult the smaller, or 
rather narrower the theatre of War is to which we can 
confine the enemy, is likewise clear in itself ; but all this 
is subordinate to the condition Siat in^so doing we have 
the probability of a result in our favour, and that the 
main body of the force on the defensive will not be too 
much weakened ; for upon that force we must chiefly 
depend for the final solution, because the difficulties and 
distress suffered by the mam body of the enemy, ^st call 
forth his determination to retreat, and increase in the 
greatest degree the loss of physical and moral* power 
therewith connected. 

* The retreat into the interior of the country should 
therefore as a rule be made cRrectly before the enemy, 
and as slovfly as possible, with an Army which has not 
suffered defeat and is undivided ; and by its incessant 
resistance it should force the enemy to a constant state 
of readiness for battle, and to a ruinous expenditure of 
forces in tactical and strategical measures ot precaution. 

When both sides have in this manner reached the end 
of the aggressor’s first start, the defender should then 
dispose his army in a position, if such can be found, 
forming an oblique angle with the route of his opponent, 
and operate agaidst the enemy’s rea%with all the means 
at^his coipmand. 
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The campaign of 1812 in Russia sj^o^^s all these measures 
on a great ^cale, and their effects, as it were, in a magnity- 
ing glass. Although it was not a voluntary retreat, we 
may easily consider it from that point of view. If the 
Russian^ with the experience they now haw of the residts 
tQ be thus produced, had to undertake the defence of 
their country over again, exactly under the same circum- 
stances, they would do voluntarily and systematically 
what in great part was done without a definite plan in 
1812 ; but it would be a great mistake to suppose that 
there neither is nor can be any instance elsewhere of the 
same mode of action where the dimensions of the Russian 
empire are wanting. 

Whenever a strategia) attack, without coming to the 
issue of a battle, is wrecked merely on the difficulties 
encountered, and the aggressor is compelled to make a 
more or less disastrous retreat, there the chief conditions 
and principal effects of this mode of defence will be found 
to hav^e taken place, whatever may be the modifying 
circumstances otherwise with which it is •accompanied. 
Frederick the Great’s campaign of 1742 in Moravia, of 
1744 in Bohemia, the French campaign of 1743 in Austria 
and Bohemia, the Duke of Brunswick’s campaign of 1792 
in France, Massena’s wmter campaign of i8io~ii in 
Portugal, are all cases in which this is exemplified, al- 
though in smaller proportions and relations ; there are 
besides innumerable fragmentary operations of this kind, 
the results of which, although not wholly, are still partly 
to be ascribed to the principle which we here uphold ; 
these we do not bring forward, because it would necessi- 
tate a development of circumstances which would lead 
us mto too wide a field. 

In Russia, and m the other cases cited, the crisis or 
turn of affairs tool^ place without any ^successful battle, 
having given the decision at the culminating point ; but 
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even when such an is not to be expected, it is always 
a matter of immense importance in this mod^ of defence 
to brigig about such a relation of forces as makes victory 
possible, anjl ^through that victory, •as through a first 
bKw, to cause^ a mo^ment which usually goes on increase 
ing in its disastrous effects according to the laws applicable 
to falling bodies. * 


CHAPTER XXVI 
ARMING THE NATION 

A people’s War m civilised Eifrope i% a phenomenon of 
the nineteenth century. It has its advocates and its 
opponents ; the latter either considering it in a political 
sense as a revolutionary means, a state of aiprchy de- 
clared lawful, which is as dangerous a^. a foreign enemy 
to social order at home ; or on military grounds, con- 
ceiving that the result is not commensurate with the 
expenditure of the nation’s strength. The first point 
does not concern us here, for we look upon a people’s 
War merely as a means of fighting, therefore, in its con- 
nection with the enemy , bu? with regard to the latter 
point, we Itnust observe that a people’s War in general 
is to be regarded as a constquence of the outburst which 
the military element in our day has made through its 
old formal limits ; as an expansion and strengthening of 
the whole fermentation-process which we cMl War. The 
requisition system,^ the immense increase in the size of 
Armies by means of that system, and the general liability 
to military service, the employment of militia, are all 
things which lie in the same direction, if we make the 
limited military system of former dajB our starting-point ; 
and themlevie en masse , or arming of the people, now lies 
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also in the same direction. If thl first named of these 
new aids to War are the natural and necessary conse- 
quences of barriers thrown down ; and if they have so 
enormously increased the power of those who first used 
them, that the enemj^ has been carried Vlong in the 
current, and obliged to adopt them likewise, this will 
be the case also with people-W^rs. In the generality of 
cases, the people*^ who make judicious use of this means'^, 
will gain a proportionate superiority over those who 
despise its u^e. If this be so, then the only question is 
>^|ether this modern intensification of the military 
element is, upon the whole, salutary for the interests of 
humanity or otherwise, — a question which it would be 
about as easy to answer# as the question of War itself — 
we leave both to philosophers. But the opinion may be 
advanced, that the rpources swallowed up in people’s 
Wars might be more profitably employed, if used^in pro- 
viding other military means ; no very deep investigation, 
howevef , is necessary to be convinced that these resources 
are for the most part not disposable, afld cannot be 
utilizedcin an arbitrary manner at pleasure. One essen- 
tial part, that is the moral element, is not called into 
existence until this kind of employment for it arises. 

We therefore do not ask again : how much does the 
resistance which the whole Nation in Arm^ is*"capable of 
making, cost that Nation ? ^but we ask : what is the 
effect which such a resistance can produce ? What are 
its conditions, and how is it to be used ? 

It follows from the very nature of the thing that de- 
fensive means thus widely dispersed, are not suited to 
great blows requiring concentrated action in time and 
space. Its operation, like the process of evaporation in 
physical nature, is according to the surface. The greater 
that surface and the greater the contact ^ith the enemy’s 
Army, consequently the more that Army spreads itself 
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out, so much the grp,|er will be the effects of arming the 
Nation. Like a slow gradi^al heat, it dell^roys the founda* 
tions of the enemy’s Army. As it requires timrf to produce 
its effects, therefore whilst the hostile elements are work- 
ir% on each fitter, tljpre is a state of tension whioh either 
gradually wears out if the people’s War is extinguished 
at some points, and burni slowly away at others, or leads 
lb a crisis, if the flames of thi% general conflagration 
envelop the enemy’s Army, and compel it to ev^acuate the 
country to save itself from utter destruction. In order 
that this result should be produced by a National War 
alone, we must suppose either a surface-extent cJf tfie 
dominions invaded, exceeding that of any country in 
Europe, except Russia, or suppose a disproportion be- 
tween the strength of the invading Army and the extent 
of the country, such as never occurs in reality. There- 
fore, to avoid following a phanto5i, we must imagine a 
people-War always in combination, with a War carried 
on by a regular Army and both carried on according to a 
plan embracing the operations of the whole. 

The conditions under which alone the people’s War can 
become effective are the following — 

1. That the War is carried on in the heart of the 

c<iunti y . • 

2. Thatfiit cannot be decided by a single catastrophe. 

3. That the tlieatre of War embraces a considerable 
extent of country. 

4. That the national character is favourable to the 

measure. ^ 

5. That the country is of a broken and difficult nature, 
either from being Inountainous, or by reason of woods 
and marshes, or from the peculiar mode of cultivation 
in use. 

Whether the •population is dense or otherwise, is of 
little consequence, as there is less liicelihood of a want of 
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men than of an 3 rthing else. Whetiief the inhabitants are 
rich or poor is also a point by<no means decisive, at least 
it should not be ; but it must be admitted that a poor 
population accustomed to hard work and privations 
usually* shows itself nlore vigorous and bUter suited -for 
War. 

One peculiarity of country Which greatly favours the 
action of War carried ron by the people, is the scatter^ 
sites of the dwellings of the country people, such as is to 
be found in many parts of Germany. The country is 
more intersected and covered ; the roads are worse, 
although more numerous ; the lodgement of troops is 
attended with endless difficulties, but especially that 
peculiarity repeats itself^on a small scale, which a people- 
War possesses on a great scale, namely, that the principle 
of resistance exists everywhere, but is nowhere tangible. 
If the inhabitants are collected in villages, the , most 
troublesome have troops quartered on them, or the/ are 
plundered as a punishment, and their houses burnt, &c., 
a system which could not be very easily c^ried out with 
a peasc^it community of Westphalia. 

National levies and armed peasantry cannot and should 
not be employed against the main body of the enemy’s 
Army, or even against any considerable detachment of the 
same, they must not attempt to crack the nutV they must 
only gnaw on the surface an4 the borders. They should 
rise in the provinces situated at one of the sides of the 
theatre of War, and in which the assailant does not appear 
in force, in order to withdraw these provinces entirely 
from his iiilluence. Where no enemy is to be found, 
there is no want of courage to oppose him, and at the 
example thus given, the mass of the neighbouring popu- 
lation gradually takes fire. Thus the fire spreads as it 
does in heather, aqgl reaching at last that part of the 
surface of the soil on which the aggressor is based^ it seizes 
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his lines of communica^on and preys upo^n the vital thread 
by which his existence is%upported. For although we 
entertain no exaggerated ideas of the omnipotence of a 
people’s War^ such as that it is an in^haustible, uncon- 
qtferable elemmt, ovtr which the mere force of a?i Army 
has as little control as the human will has over the wind 
^ rain ; m short, alttfough our opinion is not founded 

on flowery ephemeral literature, sttll we must admit that 
armed peasants are not to be driven before us in the same 
way as a body of soldiers who keep togethey; like a herd 
of cattle, and usually follow their noses. Armed pea5gfn^‘;f» 
on the contrary, when broken, disperse in all directions, 
for which no formal plan is required ; through this cir- 
cumstance, the march of every Small ]?ody of troops m 
a mountainous, thickly wooded, or even broken country, 
becomes a service of a very dangejrous character, for at 
any moment a combat may arise on the ma^h ; if in 
point of fact no armed bodies have even been seen for 
some time, yet the same peasants already dnverwoff by 
the head of a column, may at any hour make their ap- 
peal ance m its rear. If it is an object to destroy reads or 
to block up a defile ; the means which outposts or detach- 
ments from an Army can apply to that purpose, bear 
about the same relation to thdfee furnished by a body of 
insurgent peasantj, as the action of an automaton does 
to that of a human being. The enemy has no other means 
to oppose to the action of national levies except that of 
detaching numerous parties to furnish escorts for convoys, 
to occupy military stations, defiles, bridges, •&c. In pro- 
portion as the first efforts of the national levies are small, 
so the detachments sent out will be weak in numbers, 
from the repugnance to a great dispersion of forces ; it 
is on these weak bodies that the fire of the national War 
usually first properly kindles itself, t\ey are overpowered 
by numljers at some points, courage rises, the love of 
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fighting gains strength, and the iiitepsity of this struggle 
increases until ifie crisis appi?oaches which is to decide 
the issue. * 

According to onr idea of a people’s War, it should, 
like a kind of nebulous vapoury esf^nce, ^ever condense 
into a solid body ; otherwise the enemy sends an adequate 
force against this core, crushers it, and makes a great 
many prisoners ; thek courage sinks ; every one thiri^ 
the main question is decided, any further effort useless, 
and the arms fall from the hands of the people. Still, 
however, on the other hand, it is necessary that this mist 
should collect at some points into denser masses, and 
form cthreatening clouds from which now and again a 
formidable flash of ligl?)tning may burst forth. These 
points are chiefly on the flanks of the enemy’s theatre 
of War, as already observed. There the armament of the 
people should be organised into greater and more syste- 
matic bodies, supported by a small force of re^lar 
troops^ so as to give it the appearance of a regulai force 
and fit it to venture upon enterprises on a larger scale. 
From these points, the irregular character in the organi- 
sation of these bodies should diminish in proportion as 
they are to be employed more in the direction of the rear 
of the enemy, where he iSr.exposed to their hardest blows. 
These better organised masses, are for the purpose of 
falling upon the larger garrisons which the enemy leaves 
behind him. Besides, they serve to create a feeling of 
uneasiness and dread, and increase the moral impression 
of the wholf, without them the total action would be 
wanting in force, and the situation of the enemy upon 
the whole would not be made sufficiently uncomfortable. 

The easiest way for a General to produce this more 
effective form of a national armament, is to support the 
movement by small detachments senb from the Army. 
Without the support of a few regular troops as an en- 
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couragement, the inlja^itants generally want an impulse, 
and the confidence to take4ip arms. T?ie stronger these 
detachments are, the greater will be their poWer of at* 
traction, the greater will be the avalanche which is to 
iall^down. this has its limits f partly, first, because 
it would be detrimental to the Army to cut it up into 
detachments, for this secdhdary object, to dissolve it, as 
it were, into a body of irregulars, and fofm with it in all 
directions a weak defensive line, by which we may be 
sure both the regular Army and national levies alike 
would become completely ruined ; secondly, partly be; . 
cause experience seems to tell us that when there are too 
many regular troops in a district, the people’s Was loses 
in vigour and efficacy ; the caus^ of this are in the first 
place, that too many of the enemy’s troops are thus drawn 
into the district, and, in the second place, that the in- 
habitants then rely on their own^regular troops, and, 
thirdly, because the presence of such large bodie^of troops 
makes too great demands on the powers of the people in 
other ways, that is, in providing quarters, transport, 
contributions, &c., &c. 

Another means of preventing any serious reaction on 
the part of the enemy against this popular movement 
constitutes, at the same time, §. leading principle in the 
method of using such levies ; this is, that as a rule, with 
this great strategic means of defence, a tactical defence 
should seldom or ever take place. The character of a 
combat with national levies is the same as that of all combats 
of masses of troops of an inferior quality, g^reat impetu- 
osity and fiery ardour at the commencement, but little 
coolness or tenacity il the combat is prolonged. Further, 
the defeat and dispersion of a body of national levies is 
of no material consequence, as they lay their account with 
that, but a body^f this description must not be broken 
up by losses in killed, wounded and prisoners ; a defeat 
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of that kind would soon cool their ardour. But both 
these peculiarities are entirel^?^ opposed to the nature of 
a tactical^ defensive. In the defensive combat „a per- 
sistent slow systematic action is required, and great risks 
must bfe run ; a mere^ attempt, from whim we can desist 
93 soon as we please, can never lead to results in the 
defensive. If, therefore, the n&tional levies^are entrus^j 
with the defence of any particular portion of territory, 
care must be taken that the measure does not lead to a 
regular great defensive combat ; for if the circumstances 
jyvere ever so favourable to them, they would be sure to 
be defeated. They may, and should, therefore, defend 
the approaches to mountains, dykes, over marshes, river- 
passages, as lon^ as pc'ssible ; but when once they are 
broken, they should rather disperse, and continue their 
defence by sudden attacks, than concentrate and allow 
themselves to be shut up in some narrow last re 1 [uge in 
a regular defensive position. — However brave a liation 
may Ije, however warlike its habits, however intense its 
hatred of the enemy, however favourable the nature of 
the country, it is an undeniable fact that a people’s War 
cannot be kept up in an atmosphere too full of danger. 
If, therefore, its combustible material is to be fanned by 
any means into a considerable flame it must be at remote 
points where there is more air, and where It cannot be 
extinguished by one great blow. 

After these reflections, which are more of the nature of 
subjective impressions than an objective analysis, because 
the subject is one as yet of rare occurrence generally, and 
has been but imperfectly treated of by those who have 
had actual experience for any length of time, we have 
only to add that the strategic plan of defence can include 
in itself the co-operation of a general arming of the people 
in two different v^ys, that is, either as a last resource 
after a lost battle, or as a natural assistance before a 
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decisive battle has been fought. The latter case su|>- 
poses a retreat into the interior of the (?ountry, and that 
indirect kind of reaction of which we have treated in 
the eighth and twenty-fourth chapters of this book. 
Vi'e® have, thftijj^fore, Jiere only to* say a few words on 
the mission of the national levies after a battle has 
been lost. 

'"^^No State should believe itsi fate, that is, its entire 
existence, to be dependent upon one battle, let it be even 
the most decisive. * If it is beaten, the callii^ forth fresh 
power, and the natural weakening which every offensn^e , 
undergoes with time, may bring about a turn of fo^une, 
or assistance may come from abroad. No such urgent 
haste to die is needed yet ; and ^ by instinct the drown- 
ing man catches at a straw, so in the*natural course of 
the moral world a people should try the last means of 
deliverance when it sees itself hurrfed along to the brink 
of an abyss. 

However small and v^eak a State may be in comparison 
to its enemy, if it foregoes a last supreme effort, we must 
say there is no longer any soul left in it. This does not 
exclude the possibility of saving itself fiom complete 
destruction by the purchase of peace at a sacrifice ; but 
neither does such an aim on its part do away with t^e 
utility of fuesh measures for defence ; they will neither 
make peace more*difficult nor more onerous, but easier 
and better. They are still more necessary if there is an 
expectation of assistance from those who are interested 
in maintaining our political existence. Any ^Government, 
therefore, which, after the loss of a great battle, only 
thinks how it may Speedily place the Nation in the lap 
of peace, and unmanned by the feeling of great hopes 
disappointed, no longer feels in itself the courage or the 
desire to stimula^ to the utmost every element of force, 
completely stultifies itself in such case through weakness, 
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aS^d shows itself unworthy of victory, and, perhaps, just 
on that account, was incapabte of gaining one. 

However decisive, therefore, the overthrow ipay t>e 
which is experienced by a State, still by a retreat of the 
Army into the interidr, the efficacf of iik ^fortresses ^nd 
arming of the people may be brought into use. In 
connection with this it is advantageous if the flank of^ 
the principal theatre «of War is fenced in by mountains, 
or otherwise very difficult tracts of country, which stand 
forth as bastions, the strategic enfilade of which is to 
^check the enemy’s progress. 

If the victorious enemy is engaged in siege works, if 
he has left strong garrisons behind him everywhere to 
secure his commumcatirsns, or detached troops to make 
himself elbow-room, and to keep the adjacent provinces 
in subjection, if he is already weakened by his various 
losses in active means and material of war, theij the 
moment is arrived when the defensive Army should again 
enter ^he lists, and by a well-directed blow make the 
assailant stagger m his disadvantageous position. 


CHAPTER XXVII 

DEFENCE OF A THEATRE^ OF WAR 

r 

Having treated of the most important defensive means, 
we might perhaps be contented to leave the manner in 
which these means attach themselves to the plan of de- 
fence as a whole to be discussed in the last book, which 
will be devoted to the Plan of a War ; for from this every 
secondary scheme, either of attack or defence, emanates 
and is detennined in its leading features ; and moreover 
in many cases the plan of the War itself is nothing more 
than the plan of the attack or defence of the principal 
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theatre of operations. But we have not been able/^to 
commence with War as a i^i^hole, although in War more 
tljpn iji any other phase of human activity/ the parts 
are shaped Jby the whole, imbued with and essentially 
altered by if^ Jharac^er ; instead t)f that, we ha been 
obliged to make oUrselves thoroughly acquainted, in the 
first instance, with each single subject as a separate part'. 

’ \Whout this progress from the simple to the complex, 
a number of undefined ideas would have overpowered us, 
and the manifold phases of reciprocal action in partirnlar 
would have constantly confused our conceptions. We 
shall therefore still continue towards the whole by one 
step at a time , that is, we shall consider the defence of 
a theatre in itself, and look for tjjie thread by which the 
subjects already treated of connect themselves with it. 

The defensive, according to our conception, is nothing 
hut the stronger form of combat, Tlfe preservation of our 
own forces and the destruction of those of the enemy — 
in a word, the victory — is the aim of this contest, but at 
the same time not its ultimate object. 

That object is the preservation of our own political 
state and the subjugation of that of the enemy ; or again, 
in one word, the desired peace^ because it is only by it 
that this conflict adjusts itself/, and ends in a common 
result. 

Bi’.t what is the Enemy’s state in connection with War ? 
Above all things its military force is important, then its 
territory ; but certainly there are also still many other 
things which, through particular circumstan(jes, may ob- 
tain a predominant importance ; to these belong, before 
all, foreign and domestic political relations, which some- 
times decide more than all the rest. But although the 
militajy force and the territory of the enemy alone are 
still not the Stato itself, nor are they the only connec- 
tions which the State may have with t 1 ie War, still these 
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tv<o things are always preponderating, mostly immeasur- 
aWy surpassing all other connections in importance. 
Military force is to protect the territory of the State, ^r 
to conquer that oj[ an enemy ; the territory on the other 
hand, f.onstantly nourishes and renovates the military 
force. * The two, therefore, depend on each other, mutu- 
ally support each other, are egual in importance one to 
the other. But* still ^here is a difference in their muteaT 
relations. If the military force is destroyed, that is com- 
pletely defeated, rendered incapable ol further resistance, 
then the los^- of the territory follows of itself ; but on the 
other hand, the destruction of the military force by no 
means follows from the conquest of the country, because 
that force may of its Ojjvn accord evacuate the territory, 
in order afterwards to reconquer it the more easily. In- 
deed, not only does the complete destruction of its Army 
decide the fate of a country, but even every considerable 
weakening of its military force leads regularly to^a loss 
of territory ; on the other hand, every considerable loss 
of territory does not cause a proportionate diminution of 
military power ; in the long run it will do so, but not 
always within the space of time in which a War is brought 
to a close. 

From this it follows t)jat the preservation of our own 
military power, and the diminution or destruction of that 
of the enemy, take precedence m importance over the 
occupation of territory, and, therefore, is the first object 
which a general should strive for. The possession of ter- 
ritory only presses for consideration as an object if that 
means (diminution or destruction of the enemy’s military 
force) has not effected it. 

If the whole of the enemy’s military power was united 
in one Army, and if the whole War consisted of one battle, 
then the possession of the country wopld depend on the 
issue of that battle ; destruction of the enemy’s military 



CHAP. XXVII.] DEFENCE OF A- THEATRE 353 

forces, conquest of l^is country and security of our O'yn, 
would foUow from that resi?^lt, and, in ri Certain measure, 
be identicaf with it. Now the question is, what^can induce 
the defensive to deviate from this siniplest form of the 
act* of warf airland (iistribute his power in space#? The 
answer is, the insufficiency of the victory which he might 
gain with all his forces tinited. Every victory has its 
spTiere of influence. If this extends oVer the whole of 
the enemy’s State, consequently over the whole of his 
military force and Jiis territory, that is, if all the parlt. are-* 
carried along in the same movement, which^we have im- 
pressed upon the core of his power, then such a victory 
is all that we require, and a division of our forces .would 
not be justified by sufficient gr^^unds. But if there are 
portions of the enemy’s military force, and of country 
belonging to either party, over which our victory would 
have no effect, then we must give particular attention to 
those parts ; and as we cannot unite territory like a mili- 
tary force in one point, therefore we must divide our 
forces for the purpose of attacking or defending those 
portions. 

It is only in small, compactly shaped States that it 
is posMble to have such a unity of military force, that 
probably all depends upon a viater}^ over that force. Such 
a unity is practically impossible when larger tracts of 
country, having tor a gre^t extent boundaries conter- 
minous with our own, are concerned, or in the case of 
an alliance of several surrounding States against us. In 
such cases, divisions of force must necessarily take place, 
giving occasion to different theatres of War. 

The effect of a victory will naturally depend on its 
greatness y and that on the mass of the conquered troops. 
Therefore the blow which, if successful, will produce the 
greatest effect, ihust be made against that part of the 
country where the greatest number o? the enemy’s forces 
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ax^ collected together ; and the greater the mass 
own forces which Ve use for tjus blow, so much the surer 
shall Y^e bte of this success. This natural sequence 9i 
ideas leads us to ^in illustration by which we shall see 
this truth more clearly*; it is the nature a|;d effect of the 
centre of gravity in mechanics. 

As a centre of gravity is always situated where the 
greatest mass cri matter is collected, and as a shdCk 
against the centre of gravity of a body always produces 
the greatest effect, and further, as the most effective 
blow is struck with the centre of gravity of the power 
used,*so it is also in War. The armed forces of every 
belligerent, whether of a single State or of an alliance of 
States, have a certain vnity, and in that way, connec- 
tion ; but where *connection is there come in analogies 
of the centre of gravity. There are, therefore, in these 
armed forces certain Centres of gravity, the movement 
and directfon of which decide upon other points, and these 
centres^ of gravity are situated where the greatest bodies 
of troops are assembled. But just as, in l:he world of 
inert matter, the action against the centre of gravity 
has its measure and limits in the connection of the 
parts, so it is in War, and here as well as there the 
force exerted may easily Jbe greater than the resistance 
requires, and then there is a blow in the airf a waste of 

force. * 

• 

What a difference there is between the sohdity of an 
Army under one standard, led into battle under the per- 
sonal command of one General, and that of an allied Army 
extended over two hundred and fifty or five himdred 
miles, or it may be even based upon 'quite different sides 
(of the theatre of War). There we see coherence in the 
strongest degree, unity most complete ; here unity ‘^in a 
very remote degree often only existing in the political 
view held in common, and in that also m a miserable 
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weak, often quite an illusion. ’ 

•Therefore, if on the one hand, the violence <vith which 
we wish to strike the blow prescribest the greatest con- 
ceiftration of *i^rce, sn in Uke maniter, on the other hand, 
we have to fear every undue excess as a real evil, becau%e 
it entails a waste of pow<Jr, and that in turn a deficiency 
ofpower at other points. » * 

To distinguish these “ centra gravitatis ” in the enenr. /.= 
military power, to discern their spheres of action is, 
therefore, a supreme act of strategic judgment. We must 
constantly ask ourselves, what effect the advance or re- 
treat of part of the forces on either side will produce on 
the rest. « 

We do not by this lay claim in any way to the discovery 
of a new method, we have only sought to explain the 
foundation of the method of all (generals, in every age, 
in a manner which may place its connection with the 
nature of things in a clearer light. 

How this conception of the centre of gravity of the 
enemy’s force affects the whole plan of the War, we shall 
consider in the last book, for that is the proper place for 
the subject, and we have only borrowed it from here to 
avoid leaving any break in the sequence of ideas. By 
the introduction of this view we have seen the motives 
which occasion a partition ^of forces in general. These 
consist fundamentally of two interests which are in op- 
position to each other ; the one, the possession of terri- 
tory, strives to divide the forces ; the other, the effort of 
force against the centre of gravity of the enemy's military 
power, combines them again up to a certain point. 

Thus it is that theatres of War or particular Army 
regions originate. These are those boundaries of the area 
of the country JLnd of the forces ^ereon distributed, 
within which every decision given by the principal force 
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of^uch a region extends itself direqtly over the whole, 
and carries on th^ whole with it in its own direction. We 
say iirectl'f, because a decision on one theatre of Wsy: must 
naturally have also an influence more or less over those 
adjoining it. • r t ‘ * 

, Although it hes quite in the nature of the thing, we 
must again remind our readerts expressly that, here as 
well as everywhere elas, our definitions are only directed 
at the centres of certain speculative regions, the limits 
of which we neither desire to, nor can we, define by 
sharp lines. 

We” think, therefore, a theatre of War, whether large 
or small, with its military force, whatever may be the 
size of that, represents«a unity which may be reduced 
to one centre o^ gravity. At this centre of gravity 
the decision must take place, and to be conqueror 
here means to defend'the theatre of War in the widest 
sense. 


CHAPTER XXVIII 

DEFENCE OF A THEATRE OF WAR (Continue^ 

• 

Defence, however, consists of two different elements, 
these are the decision and the state of* expectation. The 
combination of these two elements forms the subject 
of this chapter. 

First we inust observe that the state of expectation 
is not, in point of fact, the complete defence ; it is only 
that province of the same in which it proceeds to its 
aim. As long as a military force has not abandoned 
the portion of territory placed under its guardianship, 
the tension of forces on both sides created by the attack 
continues, and this*lasts imtil there is a decision. The 
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decision itself can only be regarded as having actu>ily 
taken pjace when either tlie assailant or defender has 
left th^ theatre of War. ^ 

As long as an armed force maintaiiis itself within its 
theatre, the ^d^^fence of the same Continues, and* in this 
sense the defence of the theatre of War is identical with 
the defence in the same*. Whether the enemy in the 
meantime has obtained possessioA of much or little of 
that section of country is not essential, for it is only 
lent to him until the decision. ^ 

But this kind of idea by which we wish to settle the 
proper relation of the state of expectation to the whole 
is only correct when a decision is really to take* place, 
and is regarded by both partiel^ as inevitable. For it 
is only by that decision that the centres of gravity of 
the respective forces, and the theatre of War determined 
through them are effectually hit. Whenev^ the idea 
of a decisive solution disappears, then the centres of 
gravity are neutralised ; indeed, in a certain se’ise, the 
whole of the armed forces become so also, and now 
the possession of territory, which forms the second 
principal branch of the whole theatre of War, comes 
forward as the direct object. In other words, the less 
a decisive blow is sought for '•by both sides m a War, 
and the more it js merely a mutual observation of one 
another, so much the more important becomes the 
possession of territory, so much the more the defensive 
seeks to cover all directly, and the assailant seeks to 
extend his forces. ^^liis advance. * 

Now we cannot conceal from ourselves the fact that 
the majority of Wars and campaigns approach much 
more to a state of observation than to a struggle for 
life hr death, that is, a contest in which one at least 
of the combatants uses every effor^ to bring about a 
complete decision. This last character is only to be 
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{c^nd in the Wars of the nineteenth century to such a 
degree that a theory founded on this point of view 
can be mlde use of in relation to them. But, as all 
future Wars will hardly have this character, and it is 
rather •to be expected that the}* will h^ain shoi^ a 
tendency to the observation character, therefore any 
theory to be practically useftfl must pay attention to 
that also. Henbe wtf shall commence with the case*in 
which the desire of a decision permeates and guides the 
whole, therefore with real, or if we may use the ex- 
pression, absolute War; then m another chapter we 
shall examine those modifications which arise through 
the approach, m a greater or less degree, to the state 
of a War of observation. 

In the first case (whether the decision is sought by 
the aggressor or the defender) the defence of the theatre 
of War must consist in the defender establishing himself 
there in such a manner, that in a decision he will have 
an advantage on his side at any moment. This decision 
may be either a battle, or a series of great combats, 
but it may also consist in the resultant of mere 
relations, which arise from the situation of the opposing 
forces, that is, possible combats. 

If the battle were not also the most powerful, the 
most usual and most effectual means of a'decision in 
War, as we think we have, already shown on several 
occasions, still the mere fact of its being in a general 
way one of the means of reaching this solution, would 
be sufficient# to enjoin the greiUest '’^^*icefitration of our 
forces which circumstances will in any 'i^ay permit. A 
great battle upon the theatre of tVar is the blow of 
the centre of force against the centre of force; the 
more forces can be collected in the one or the <rther, 
the surer and grater will be the elfect. Therefore 
every separation of forces which is not calle;^ for by 
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an object (which fither cannot itself be attainedyby 
the 8090535191 issue of ^ battle, ot which itself is 
necessary to the successful issue of the» battle) is 
blameable. , 

But the greatest .concentration of forces is .not the 
only fundamental condition; it is also requisite that 
they should have such.a position and place that the 
battle may be fought under favourable •circumstances. 

The different steps in the defence which we ha\% 
become acquainted with in the chapter on the methods 
of defence, are completely homogeneoffs with these 
fundamental conditions ; there will therefore *'be no 
difiiculty in connecting them with the same, acpording 
to the special requirements of #ach case. But there is 
one point which seems at first sfght to involve a 
contradiction in itself, and which, as one of the most 
important in the defence, requirdfe explanation so much 
the more. It is the hitting upon the exatt centre of 
gravity of the enemy’s force. 

If the defender ascertains in time the roads by which 
the enemy will advance, and upon which in p^ticular 
the great mass of his force will be found for a certainty, 
he may march against him on that road. This will 
be the most usual case, fpr although the defence 
precedes the attack in measures of a general nature, 
in the establishment of strong places, great arsenals, 
and dep 6 ts, and in the peace establishment of his 
Army, and thus gives a line of direction to the assailant 
in his preparatig&s, Si^jll, when the campaign really 
opens, the defender, in relation to the aggressor, has the 
peculiar advantage* in general of playing the last hand. 

To attack a foreign country with a large Army, very 
considerable preparations are required. Provisions, 
stores, and artffcles of equipment of all kinds must be 
collected, which is a work of time. While these pre- 
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pacations are going on, the defender has time to 
pr^are accordiri^ly, in regyd to which we must not 
forget that the defensive requires less time, generally 
speaking, because, in every State things are prepared 
rather for the defensive than the ^ffensi^e*. • 

^But although this may hold good in the majority of 
cases, there is always a possibility that, in particular 
cases, the defensive nmy remain in uncertainty as to the 
principal line by which the enemy intends to advance ; 
and this case is more likely to occur when the defence is 
dependent oif measures which of themselves take a good 
deal oT time, as for example, the preparation of a strong 
positictfi. Further, supposing the defender places himself 
on the line by which t^e aggressor is advancing, then, 
unless the defender is prepared to take the initiative by 
attacking the aggressor, the latter may avoid the position 
which the defender haS taken up, by only altering a little 
his line of Advance, for in the cultivated parts of Europe 
we can never be so situated that there are not roads to 
the right or left by which any position may *^be avoided. 
Plainly^ in such a case the defender could not wait for his 
enemy in a position, or at least could not wait there in 
expectation of giving battle. 

But before entering o® the means available to the 
defensive in this case, we must inquire more particularly 
into the nature of such a case^ and the probability of its 
occurrence. 

Naturally there are in every State, and also in every 
theatre of Waj* (of which alone w^are SWJjpresent speaking), 
objects and points upon which an attack^^k likely to be 
more efficacious than anywhere else. ‘Upon this we think 
it will be better to speak when we come to the attack. 
Here we shall confine ourselves to observing that, if •the 
most advantageous object and point Si attack is the 
motive for the assaifant in the direction of his blow, this 
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motive reacts on the defensive, and must be bis gul^is 
cases in whtch he knows nothing of the intentions of bis 
adver^^oy. If the assailant does not ta\e this direction 
which is favourable to him, he foregoesipai t of his natural 
advantages, ^/t is ewdent that, if the defender hAs taken 
up a position in that direction, the evading his position, 
or passing round, is not te be done for nothing ; it costs 
a Sacrifice. From this it follows that tlfere is not on the 
side of the defender such a risk of missing the direction of 
his enemy ; neither, on the other hand, is it so easy for the 
assailant to pass round his adversary as appears at first 
sight, because there exists beforehand a very distinct, and 
in most cases preponderating, motive in favour of one or 
the other direction, and that consequently the defender, 
although his preparations are fixed to one spot, will not 
fail in most cases to come in contact with the mass of 
the enemy’s forces. In other worcis, if the defender has 
put himself in the right position j he may be almost sure that 
the assailant will march to meet him. 

But by this we shall not and cannot deny the possi- 
bility of the defender sometimes not meeting with the 
assailant after all these arrangements, and therefore the 
question arises, what he should then do, and how much 
of the real advantages of his position still remain avail- 
able to him.' 

If sNt ask ourselves what ig^ieans still remain generally 
to the defender when the assailant passes by his position, 
they are the following : — 

1. To divide his ^rces i^^stantly, so as to be certain to 
find the assailrfc with one' portion, and then to support 
that portion with the other. 

2. To take up a position with his force united, and in 
case the assailant passes by him, to push on rapidly in 
front of him by a lateral movement, ^n most cases there 
will not be time to make such a movement directly to a 
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fla^, it will therefore be necessary [o take up the new 
position somewhat further ba^. 

3. With 'his whole force to attack the enemy in |[anlav 

4. To operate against his communications. 

5. Bya counter atlSick on his theatre |cff War, t(f do 
ejcactly what the enemy has done in passing by us. 

We introduce this last measinre, because it is possible 
to imagine a casfe in which it may be efficacious ; but^ as 
it is in contradiction to the object of the defence, that is, 
the grounds on which that form has been chosen, there- 
fore i^can only be regarded as an abnormity, which can 
only take place because the enemy has made some great 
mistake, or because there are other special features in a 
particular case. ^ • 

Operating against the enemy’s communications implies 
that our own are superior, which is also one of the funda- 
mental requisites of a good defensive position. J^ut 
although on that ground this action may promise the 
defenc^r a certain amount of advantage,^ still, in the 
defence of a theatre of War, it is seldom an operation 
suited to lead to a decision^ which we have supposed to be 
the object of the campaign. 

The dimensions of a single theatre of War are seldom 
so large that the line of» communications is exposed to 
much danger by their length, and even if tfley were in 
danger, still the time which ^ihe assailant requires for the 
execution of his blow is usually too short for his progress 
to be arrested by the slow effej^ts of the action against 
his communications. 

Therefore this means (that^is the action against the 
communications) will prove quite inefficacious in most 
cases against an enemy determined upon a decision, and 
also in case the defender seeks such a solution. • 

The object of t^ three other means^which remain for 
the defender, is a direct decision — a meeting o^ centre of 
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force with centre of«force ; they correspond better, t^^- 
fore, with the thing required. But we shall at once say 
that WKB de< idedly prefer the third to the othdt two, and 
without quite rejecting the latter, we hold the former to 
be m the majority cf^cases the trife means of defence. 

In a position where our forces are divided, there os 
always a danger of getting involved in a war of posts, 
from which, if our adversary is resdflute, can follow, under 
the best of circumstances, only a relative defence on a large 
scale, never a decision such as we desire ; ^d even if by 
superior tact we should be able to avoid this upstake, 
still, by the preliminary resistance being with divided 
forces, the first shock is sensibly weakened, and We can 
never be sure that the advanced^troopj first engaged will 
not suffer disproportionate losses. To this is to be added 
that the resistance of this force which usually ends in its 
falling back on the main body, appears to the troops in 
the light of a lost combat, or miscarriage of plans, and 
the moral force suffers accordingly. 

The second means, that of placing our whole Army in 
front of the enemy, in whichever direction he may bend 
his march, involves a risk of our arriving too late, and 
thus between two measures, falling short of both. Be- 
sides this, a defensive battle rSquires coolness and con- 
sideration, a knojA^ledge, indeed intimate knowledge of 
the country, which caimot be expected in a hasty oblique 
movement to a flank. Lastly, positions suitable for a 
good defensive battle-^ are too rarely to be met with 
to reckon upon JSn at tvery point of every road. 

On the oth^ hand, thenhird means, namely to attack 
the enemy m flank, therefore to give battle with a change 
of front, is attended with great advantages. 

Ffl-stly, there is always in this case, as we know, an 
exposure of the lines of communicatic®, here the lines of 
retreat, and in this respect the defender has one adva,n- 
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tagje in his general relations as defender, and next and 
chiefly, the advantage which we have claimed for the 
strategic pt-operties of his position at present. ^ ® 

Secondly, — and this is the principal thing, — every 
assailant who attempts to pass by his opponent is placed 
between two opposite tendencies. His first desire is to 
advance to obtain the object^ of his attack ; but the 
possibihty of being Attacked in flank at any moment, 
creates a necessity for being prepared, at any moment, 
to deliver a ^low in that direction, and that too a blow 
with ^he mass of his forces. These two tendencies are 
contradictory, and beget such a complication in the 
intern*al relations (of his army), such a difficulty in the 
choice of measures, if they are to suit every event, that 
there can hardly be a more disagreeable position strate- 
gically. If the assailant knew with certainty the moment 
when he would be attacked, he might prepare to receive 
the enemy with skill and ability ; but in his uncertainty 
on this point, and pressed by the necessityof advancing, 
it is almost certain that when the moment for battle 
arrives, it fi.nds him in the midst of hurried and half- 
finished preparations, and therefore by no means in an 
advantageous relation to his enemy. 

If then there are favourable moments for the defender 
to deliver an offensive battle, it is ^surely at such a 
moment as this, above all .others, that we may look 
for success. If we consider, further, that the knowledge 
of the country and choice of ^ajmd are on the side of 
the defender, that he can pre^arenin^novements, and 
C2in time them, no one can doubt that lift possesses in 
such a situation a decided superiority, strategically, over 
his adversary. 

We think, therefore, that a defender occupying a‘ well 
chosen position, wj+h his forces united, may quietly wait 
for the enemy passing by his Army ; should the enemy 
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* 

not attack him in his position, and that an opera^on 
against ■•^he enemy’s comnamications does not suit the 
circumstances, there still remains for him aA excellent 
means of bringing about a decision «by resorting to a 
flaifk attack. *,7 • * 

If cases of this kind are hardly to be found in military 
history, the reason is, partly, that the defender has 
seldom had the courage to remaiif firm'in such a posi- 
tion, but has either divided his forces, or rashly thrown 
himself in front of his enemy by a cross or diagonal 
march, or that no assailant dares to venture past the 
defender under such circumstances, and in that way his 
movement usually comes to a stand-still. 

The defender is in this case cdhipellgd to resort to an 
offensive battle : the further advantages of the state of 
expectation of a strong position, 0^ good entrenchments, 
&c., &c., he must give up; in most cases the situation 
in which he finds the advancing enemy will not quite 
make up for these advantages, for it is just to* evade 
their influence that the assailant has placed himself in 
his present situation ; still it always offers him a certain 
compensation, and theory is therefore not obliged to see 
a quantity disappear at once from the calculation, to 
see the pro and contra mutuaMy cancel each other, as 
so often happens when critical writers of history in- 
troduce a little bit of theory. 

It must not, in fact, be supposed that we are now 
dealing with logical ji’htleties; the subject is rather 
one which I it practically considered, the 

more it appea#!!r as an idea embracing the whole essence 
of defensive evers^where dominating and regulat- 

ing it. ^ Ic 

It is only by the determination on the part of the 
defender to assaif his opponent with«all his force, the 
moment l^e passes by him, that he avoids two pitfalls. 
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to which he is led by the defensive form; that 
is a division of Iiis force, ai?d a hasty flank march to 
intercept the assailant in front. In both he accepts the 
law of the assailamt; in both he seeks to aid himself 
through measures of 'a very critieal natjite, and vdth 
a« most dangerous degree of haste ; and wherever a 
resolute adversary, thirsting fcr victory and a decision, 
has encountered such a system of defence, he has 
knocked it on the head. But when the defender has 
assembled his forces at the right point to fight a general 
action^ if he is determined with his force, come what 
will, to attack his enemy in flank, he has done right, 
and i& in the n^ht course, and he is supported by all 
the advantages wjiich the defence can give in his situa- 
tion; his actions will then bear the stamp of good pre- 
paration, coolness, security, unity, and simplicity. 

We cannot here avoid mentioning a remarkable e»ij;ent 
in history, which has a close analogy with the ideas 
now doveloped; we do so to anticipate its being used 
in a wrong application. 

When the Prussian Army was, in October, 1806, 
waiting in Thuringia for the French under Buonaparte, 
the former was posted between the two great roads on 
which the latter might be expiected to advance, that is, 
the road to Berlm by Erfurt, and that 1 % Hof and 
Leipsic. The first intention, of breaking into Franconia 
straight through the Thuringian Forest, and afterwards, 
when that plan was abandoned^he uncertainty as to 
which of the roads the Fren« wohi^^hoose for their 
advance, caused the occupawon of tnls intermediate 
position. . 4 s such, it must therefore have led to the-- 
adoption of the measure we have been discussing, a 
hasty interception of the enemy in front by a lateral 
movement. * 

.This was in fact the idea in case the enemx marched 
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by Erfurt, for the jroads in that direction were g(^; 
on the ether hand, the idea of a movement of this 
de«cri|)Jion on the road by Hof could not be ehtertained, 
partly because the Army was two or three marches away 
from that rc 3 ^, partly because the deep valley^of the 
Saale interposed ; neither did this plan ever enter into 
the views of the Duke on Brunswick, so that there was 
no Tcind of preparation made for Carrying it into effect, 
but it was always contemplated by Prince Hohenlohe, 
that is, by Colonel Massenbach, who e:^rted all his 
influence to draw the Duke into this plan. Still less 
could the idea be entertained of leaving the position 
which had been taken on the left bank of the *Saale 
to try an offensive battle agaiAst Bponaparte on his 
advance, that is, to such an attack in flank as we have 
been considering; for if the Saale was an obstacle to 
intercepting the enemy in the last moment {d fortiori) 
it would be a still greater obstacle to assuming the 
offensive at a moment when the enemy would-be in 
possession of the opposite side of the river, at least 
partially. The Duke, therefore, determined to* wait 
behind the Saale to see what would happen, that is to 
say, if we can call '’anything a determination which 
emanated frtim this many-headed Headquarters’ Staff, 
and in this ffme of confusion and utter indecision. 

Whatever may have been Jthe true condition of affairs 
during this state of expectation, the consequent situa- 
tion of the Army was t^^'' : — 

1. That the attacked if* he crossed 

the Saale to a#fe&k the Frisian Army. 

2. That if he did not march against that Army, opera- 
tions might be commenced against his communications. 

3. M it should be found practicable and advisable, he 
might be intercepted near Leipsic by a r#pid flank march. 

In the 4 ^st case, the Prussian Army possessed a gre^t 
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strategic and tactical advantage in. the deep valley oi 
the baaJe. In tfie second, tfce strategic advantage was 
just as great, for the enemy had only a very parrew 
base between our* position and the neutral territory of 
Bohemia, whilst ours* was extremely bifdad ; even* in 
the third case, our Army, covered by the Saale, was 
still by no means in a disadvantageous situation. All 
these three mehsure^, in spite of the confusion hnd 
want of any clear perception at headquarters, were 
really discussed: but certainly we cannot wonder that, 
although a rignt idea may have been entertained, it should 
have entirely failed in the execution by the complete want 
of resolution and the confusion generally prevailing. 

In the two first cases, the position on the left bank of 
the Saale is to be regarded as a real flank position, and 
it had undoubtedly as such very great qualities ; but in 
truth, against a very superior enemy, against a J^uona^ 
parte^ a flank position with an Army that is not very 
sure about what it is doing, is a very bold measure. 

After long hesitation, the Duke on the 13th adopted 
the last of the plans proposed, but it was too late, 
Buonaparte had already commenced to pass the Saale, 
and the battles of Jena and Auerstadt were inevitable. 
The Duke, through his •indecision, had set himself be- 
tween two stools ; he quitted his first posilSon too late 
to push his Army in before tl^e enemy ^ and too soon for a 
battle suited to the object. Nevertheless, the natural 
strength of this position prov^ itself so far that the 
Duke was able to destroy the,^ghf viing of the enemy’s 
Army at Auerstadt, whilst i Prince Hoaenlohe, by a 
bloody retreat, was still able to back out of the scrape ; 
but at Auerstadt they did not venture to realise the 
victory, which was quite certain; and at Jena* they 
thought they m^p'ht reckon upon one which was quite 
impossible. 
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In any case, Buonaparte felt the strategic importance 
of the position on the Saade so much,* that he did/not 
Vi^ture- to pass it by, but determined on a« passage of 
the Saale in sight of the enemy. 

By what f. we ha^e now said we think wf have 
sufficiently Specified the relations between the defence 
and the attack when ^ decisive course of action is 
inttJnded, and we believe we have «hown also the 
threads to which, according to their situation and con- 
nection, the diffAent subjects of the plan of defence 
attach themselves. To go through the diiSferent arrange- 
ments more in detail does not come within our views, 
for that would lead us into a boundless field of particular 
cases. When a General has laid^own for his direction a 
distinct point, he will see how far it agrees with geogra- 
phical, statistical, and political circumstances, the 
material and personal relations (9i his own Army and 
that of the enemy, and how the one or th^ other may 
require that his plans should be modified in carrying ^ 
them into effect. 

But in order more distinctly to connect an(J look 
closer at the gradations in the defence specified in the 
chapter on the different kinds of defence, we shall here 
lay before our readers what seejns to us most important, 
in relation tb the same generally. 

I. Reasons for* marching against the enemy with a 
view to an offensive battle, may be as follows:— 

{a) If we know that the enemy is advancing with 
his forces very much divided, and therefore we have 
reason to e^zct a victc|(y, although we are, upon the 
whole, much weakef. 

But such an advance on the part of the assailant is in 
itseli very improbable, and consequently, unless we know 
of it upon certaiif information, the plan is not good ; for 

to reckon upon it, and rest all our hopes on it through a 
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mere suppesiiion, and without sufi&cient motive, leads 
getJlirally to a uery dangerous sitiution. We do not, 
then, find (hings as we expected ; we are obliged to give 
up the offensive battle, we are not prepared to fight on 
the defgnsive, we are Qbliged to commence vith a retreat 
a^inst our will, and leave almost everything to chance. 

This is very much what occurred in the defence, con- 
ducted by the Amy vnder Dohna against the Russians, 
in the campaign of 1759, and which, under General 
Wedel, ended in the unfortunate battle of Ziillichau. 

This measvLe shortens matters so much that plan- 
makers' are only too ready to propose it, without taking 
much trouble to inquire how far the hypothesis on which 
it rests is well founded. , 

{b) If we are generally in sufficient strength for battle, 
and — 

(f) If a blundering, irresolute adversary specially 
invites an attack. 

In tWs case the effect of surpnse may be worth more 
than any assistance furnished by the ground through a 
good position. It is the real essence of good Generalship 
thus to bring into play the power of the moral forces ; — 
but theory can never say aloud enough nor often enough 
there must be an objective, foundation for these supposi- 
tions ; without such foundation to be alw&ys talking 
of surprises and the superiority of novel or unusual 
modes of attack, and thereon to found plans, considera- 
tions, criticisms, is acting without any grounds, and is 
altogether objectionable. 

(rf) When the nature of our^rmy makj^ it specially 
suited for the offensive. 

It was certainly not a visionary or false idea when 
Frederick the Great conceived that in his mojiile, 
courageous army, full of confidence Li him, obedient 
by habit, trained to precision, animated and elevated 
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by pride, and with its perfection in the oblique attack, 
he posse.'sed an instrument which, in his firm jand 
drying hand, was much more suited to attack than 
defence: all these qualities were wanting in his oppo- 
nents, and in this respect, ther^ore, he had the most 
decided supef^ority; to make use of this was worth 
more to him, m most cases, than to take to his assist- 
ancss entrenchments and obstacles of ground. — But 
such a superiority will always be rare; a well-trained 
Army, thoroughlj^ practised in great movements, has 
only part of the above advantages. If Frederick the 
Great maintained that the Prussian Army was particu- 
larly adapted for attack — and this has been incessantly 
repeated since his time — still should not attach too 

much weight to any such saying ; in rfiost cases in War 
we feel more exhilarated, more courageous when acting 
offensively than defensively : but this is a feeling which 
all troops have in common, and there is hardly an Army 
respecting which its Generals and Leaders have not 
made the same assertion (as Frederick). We* must, 
therefore, not too readily rely on an appearanpe of 
superiority, and through that neglect real advantages. 

A very natural and weighty reason for resorting to an 
offensive battle may be the con^osition of the Army as 
regards the three arms, for instance, a numerous 
cavalry and little ‘artillery. 

We continue the enumeration of reasons. 

{e) When we can nowhere find a good position. 

(/) When we must hasten with the decisiop. 

(g) Lastly ,^e combine^ influence of several or all of 
these reasons. ’ 

2. The waiting for the enemy in a locality where it 
is intended to attack him (Minden, 1759) naturally 
proceeds from — • 

a, there being no such disproportion of force to our 
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disadvantage as to make it necessary to seek a strong 
position and strengthen it entrenchments. 

b, a loc^ity having been found particularly adapted 
to the purpose. ^The properties which determine this 
belong^ to tactics; we shall onlj observe that these 
properties chiefly consist in an easy approach for the 
defender from his side, and jn all kinds of obstacles 
on the side nex^ to the enemy. • 

3. A position will be taken with the express intention 
of there awaiting the attack of the enehiy — 

a. If the disproportion of forces compels us to seek 
cover from natural obstacles or behind field-works. 

b. When the country affords an excellent position for 

our purpose. c 

The two modes ot defence, 2 and 3, will come more 
into consideration according as we do not seek the 
decision itself, but c6ntent ourselves with a negative 
result, and ’’have reason to think that our opponent is 
wavering and irresolute, and that he wi[l in the end fail 
to carry out his plans. 

4. An entrenched unassailable camp only fulfils the 
object — 

a. If it is situated at an extremely important strategic 

point. • 

The character of such a position consists 'tti this, that 
we cannot be driven out o| it ; the enemy is therefore 
obliged to try some other means, that is, to pursue his 
object without touching this camp, or to blockade it and 
reduce it by .starvation; if it is impossible for him to do 
this, then the strategic qualities of the p(»tion must be 
very great. 

b. If we have reason to expect aid from abroad. 

Such was the case with the Saxon army in its position 

at Pima. Notwitjistanding aU that haS been said against 
the measure on account of the ill-success which attended 
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it in this instance, •it is perfectly certain that zy.ooo 
Saxons could never have b*en able to neutralise 4c{,ooo 
Pttissians in any* other way. If the Austtians were 
unable to" make better use of the superiority obtained at 
Lobositz, tha^ only Ihows the bkdness of thei* whole 
method of War, as well as of their whole militaiy 
org^isation; and there tannot be a doubt that if the 
Saxons instead of taking post m the caSnp at Puma had 
retired into Bohepiia, Frederick the Great would have 
driven both Austrians and Saxons beyond Prague, and 
taken that place m the same campEiign. Whoever does 
not admit the value of this advantage, and limits his 
consideration to the capture of the whole Saxon ‘army, 
shows himself incapable of makfng a^ calculation of all 
the circumstances in a case of this kind, and without 

calculation no certain deduction can be obtained. 

# 

But as the cases a and b very rarely occur, therefore, 
the entrenched camp is a measure which requires to be 
well considered, and which is very seldom suitable in^ 
practice. The hope of inspiring the enemy with respect 
by such a camp, and thus reducing him to a sfate of 
complete inactivity, is attended with too much danger, 
namely, with, the danger of being obliged to fight without 
the possibil^y of retreat. If Ffederick the Great gained 
his object in this v^ay at Bunzelwitz, we must admire the 
correct judgment he formed of his adversary, but we 
must certainly also lay more stress than usual on the 
resources which he would have found at the last moment 
to clear a road for the remnants of his arm/, and also on 
the irrespon^ility of, a KiAg. 

5. If there is one or if there are several fortresses near 
the frontier, then the great question arises, whether the 
defender should Jjpek an action before or behind them. 
The latter recommends itself — • 

a, by the superiority of the enemy in numbers, which 
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forces us to break his power before coming to a final 
struggle. 

b, by th€se fortresses being near, sc/ that the sacrihce 
of territory is not greater than we are compelled to make. 

c, by*^the fitness of ttie fortresses fhr defenv. 

»One principal use of fortresses is unquestionably, or 
should be, to break the enemy’G force in his advance p.nd 
to weaken considerably that portion which we intend to 
bring to an engagement. If we so seldom see this use 
made of fortr^ses, that proceeds from the cases in which 
a decisive battle is sought for by one of the opposing 
parties being very rare. But that is the only kind of 
case which we treat of here. We therefore look upon it 
as a principle equ/dly simple and important in all cases 
in which the defender has one or more fortresses near 
him, that he should keep them before him, and give the 
decisive battle behind them. We admit that a' battle 
lost within the line of our fortresses will compel us to 
* retreat <further into the interior of the country than one 
lost on the other side, tactical results in both cases being 
the SE&ne, although the causes of the difference have 
their origin rather m the imagination than in real 
things ; neither do we forget that a battle may be given 
beyond the fortresses in* a well chosen position, whilst 
inside them the battle in most cases myst be an offensive 
one, particularly if the enemy is laying siege to a fortress 
which is in danger of being lost ; but what signify these 
nice shades of distinction, as compared to the advantage 
that, in the decisive battle, we meet the enemy weakened 
by a fourth or a third of his ^orce, perha^fJs one-half if 
there are many fortresses ? 

We think, therefore, that in all cases of an inevitable 
decision, whether sought for by the ^ offensive or the 
defensive, and tha# the latter is not tolerably sure of a 
victory, or if the nature of the country does «'not offer 



CHAP, xxvili.] DEFENCE OF A THEATRE 375 

soi^e most decisive reason to give battle in a position 
further forward — in all thes^ cases we s 4 y when a fortress 
is*situfited near kt hand and capable of defence, the 
defender'should by aU means withdraw at once behind 
it, and let c’ecieion take place on this si<Je, con- 
sequently with its co-operation. If he takes up lys 
position so close to the fortress that the assailant can 
neither form the siege of nor blockade the place without 
first driving him^off, he places the assailant under the 
necessity of attacking him, the defender, in his position. 
To us, therefore, of all defensive measulfs in a critical 
situation, none appears so simple and efficacious £is the 
choice of a good position near to and behind a* strong 
fortress. » 

At the same time, the question would wear a different 
aspect if the fortress was situated far back ; for then it 
would be necessary to abandon a 'considerable part of our 
theatre of war, a sactifice which, as we kno'Ri, should not 
be made unless in a case of great urgency. Ii^ such a, 
case the measure would bear more resemblance to a 
retreat into the interior of the country. . 

Another condition is, the fitness of the place for 
defence. It is well known that there are fortified 
places, especially large ones, ‘which are not fit to be 
broqght into contact with an enemy’s Army, because 
they could not resist the sudden assault of a powerful 
force. In this case, our position must at all events be 
so dose behind that we could support the garrison. 

Lastly, the retreat into the interior of the country is 
only a naffiral resource under the following circum- 
stances : — 

a, when owing to the physical and moral relation in 
which we stand^as respects the enemy, the idea of a 
successful resistance on the frontier qg near it cannot be 
entertained. 
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b, when it is a principal object to gain time, 
r, Vhen there ate peculiariyes in the country which are 
favourable the measure, a subject <n which vjp hawe 
already treated in Jhe twenty-fifth chapter. ^ 

We tj^us close the chapter on the«defenc^‘of a thedtre 
o| war if a decisive solution is sought for by one or other 
party, and is therefore inevita|?le. But it must be par- 
ticularly borne in mind, that events in War do not 
exhibit themselves in such a pure abstract form, and 
that therefore, if our maxims and arguments should be 
used in reasoAng on actual War, our thirtieth chapter 
should ^so be kept in view, and we must suppose the 
General, in the majonty of cases, as placed between two 
tendencies, urged more towards one or the other, accord- 
mg to circumstances. 


CHAPTER XXIX 

'• c 

^DEFENCE OF A THEATRE OF WAR (Continued) 

SUCCESSIVE RESISTANCE 

We have proved, in the twelfth and thirteenth chapters, 
third book, that in Strategy a successive resistance is 
inconsistent with the nature of the thing, sihd that all 
forces available should be use,d simultaneously. 

As regards forces which are movable, this requires no 
further demonstration; but when we look at the seat 
of War itself, .with its fortresses, the natural divisions of 
the ground, and even the extept of its surface, as being 
also elements of War, then, these being immovable, we 
can only either bring them gradually into use, or we 
must at once place ourselves so far back, that all ageitcies 
of this kind which^are to be brought in^:o activity are in 
our front. Then everything which can contribute to 
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weaken the enemy ip the territory which he has occupied, 
comes at once into activi^, for the assailant mwft at 
least blockade thd|defender’s fortresses, he mijst keep the 
country \a subjection by garrisons apd other posts, be 
ha 5 long marches to^make, and everything he Requires 
must be brought from a distance, &c. All these agencies 
commence to work, whfther the assailant makes Ais 
advance before or after a decision, but in the former case 
their influence is somewhat greater. From this, there- 
fore, it follows, t&at if the defender chooses to transfer 
his decision to a point further back, has thus the 
means of bringing at once into play all these immovable 
elements of military force. 

On the other hand, it is clean that this transfer of the 
solution (on the part of the defender) does not alter the 
extent of the influence of a victory which the assailant 
gains. In treating of the attack, •we shall examine more 
closely the extent of the influence of a victory ; here we 
shadl only observe that it reaches to the exhalation of^ 
the superiority, that is, the resultant of the physical and 
moral relations. Now this superiority exhausts iteelf, in 
the first place, by the duties required from the forces 
on the theatre of war, and secondly, by losses in 
combats ; the diminution of force arising from these two 
causes canfiot be essentially altered, whether the combats 
take place at the* commencement or at the end, near the 
frontier, or further towards the interior of the country 
(vorn Oder hinten). We think, for example, that a victory 
gained by Buonaparte over the Russians at Wilna, 1812, 
would havitf’carried him^ust as far as that of Borodino 
— assuming that it was equally great — and that a victory 
at Moscow would not have carried him any further; 
Mostow was, in either case, the limit of this sphere of 
victory. Indeedf^ it cannot be doubted for a moment 
that a (Jecisive battle on the frontier (for other reasons) 
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would have produced much greater results through 
victory, and theft, perhaps, ^the sphere of its influence 
would hav^ been wider. Therefore, iti this vie>jr, aho, 
the transfer of thetdecision to a point further b^lck is not 
necessafy for the defence. 

^ In the chapter on the various means of resistance, that 
method of delaying the decision, which tnay be regarded 
as an extreme form, ^as brought before us under the 
name of retreat into the interior^ and as a particular method 
of defence, in which the object is rather that the assail- 
ant should wJfa.r himself out, than that he should be 
destroyed by the sword on the field of battle. But it is 
only when such an intention predominates that the 
delaying of the decisive battle can be regarded as a 
peculiar method of resistance ; for otherwise it is evident 
that an infinite number of gradations may be con- 
ceived in this method, and that these may be combined 
with all other means of defence. We therefore look 
.upon t,he greater or less co-operation ^ of the theatre 
of war, not as a special form of defence, but as 
nothing more than a discretionary introduction into the 
defence of the immovable means of resistance, just ac- 
cording as circumstances and the nature of the situation 
may appear to require. ^ 

But now, if the defender does not think \e requires 
any assistance from these immovable forces for his pur- 
posed decision, or if the further sacrifice connected with 
the use of them is too great, then they are kept in re- 
serve for the. future, and form a sort of succession of 
reinforcements, which perhaps ensure the ^sibility of 
keeping the movable forces in such a condition that 
they will be able to follow up the first favourable de- 
cision with a second, or perhaps in the same manner 
even with a thir^, that is to say, in this manner a 
successive application of his forces becomes possible. 
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If the defender Ipses a battle on the frontier, which 
does not amount to a comp^g te defeat, We may very^ell 
inftLging that, h% placing himself behind Jhe nearest 
fortress, \e will then be in a condition to accept battle 
again ; inde^, if he#is only dealing with an opponent 
who has not much resolution, then, perhaps, some con- 
siderable obstacle of grorjad will be sufficient as a means 
of stopping the enemy. • • 

There is, therefore, in Strategy, in the use of the 
theatre of war as well as in everything else, an economy 
of force; the less one can make suffice ^e beUer: but 
there must be sufficient, and here, as well as in com- 
merce, there is something to be thought of besides mere 
niggardliness. • 

But in order to prevent a great misconception, we 
must draw attention to this, that the subject of our 
present consideration is not h(fw much resistance an 
Army can offer, or the enterprises which it can under- 
take after a lost battle, but only the result wj;iich w^ 
can promise ourselves beforehand from this second act 
in our defence ; consequently, how high we can estimate 
it in our plan. Here there is only one point which 
the defender has to look to, viz., the character and 
the situation of his opponents An adversary weak in 
character, with little self-confidence, without noble 
ambition, placed under gljeat restrictions, will content 
himself, in case he is successful, with a moderate ad- 
vantage, and timidly hold back at every fresh offer of 
a decision which the defender ventures Jto make. In 
this case life defender may count upon the beneficial 
use of all the means of resistance of his theatre of war 
in succession, in constantly fresh, although in them- 
selves small, combats, in which the prospect always 
brightens of an ultimate decision in^his favour. 

But who does not feel that we are now on the road 
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.to campaigns devoid of decision, which are much more 
the iield of a successive application of force. Of these 
we shall spgak in the following chaptei^t 


CHAPTER XXX 

r 

DEFENCE OF* A THEATRE OF WAR (Continued) 

WHEN NO DECISION IS SOUG^IT FOR 

Whether and^iow far a War is possible in which neither 
party acts on the offensive, therefore in which neither 
combatant has a positive aim, we shall consider in the 
last book; here it is ilot necessary for us to occupy 
ourselves with the contradiction which this presents, 
because on a single theatre of war we can easily suppose 
reasons for such a defensive on both sides, consequent 
on the relatibns of each of these parts to a whole. 

, But ip addition to the examples which history furnishes 
of particular campaigns that have taken place without 
the focus of a necessary solution, history also tells us 
of many others in which there was no want of an 
assailant, consequently no want of a positive will on one 
side, but in which that Will was so weak that instead 
of striving to attain the object at any ^rice, and forcing 
the necessary decision, it congtented itself with such ad- 
vantages as arose in a manner spontaneously out of 
circumstances. Or the assailant pursued no self-selected 
end ai all, but made his object depend on circumstances, 
in the meanwhile gathering sfich fniits presented 
themselves from time to time. 

Although such an offensive which deviates very much 
from the strict logical necessity of a direct march towards 
the object, and which, almost like a loimger sauntering 
through the campaign, looking out right and left for^the 
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cheap fruits of opportunity, differs^ very little from the 
defei;\ive itself, which allows the General to pic|| up 
wljat he ca,n in this way, still we shall give the closer 
philosd^iiikl cpnlideration of this kind o/ warfare a 
place in the Jbook on^the attack. , Here we shall confine 
ourselves to*lSie conclusion that in such a campaign the 
settlement of the whole question is not looked for by either 
assailant or defender through a dec^give Ijattle, that, there- 
fore, the great battle is no longer the keystone of the 
arch, towards wMch all the lines of the strategic super* 
structure are directed. Campaigns of t^s kind (as the 
history of all times and all countries shows usj are not 
only numerous, but form such an overwhelming majority, 
that the remainder only appe^j^ as exceptions. Even 
if this proportion should alter in th8 future, still it is 
certain that there will always be many such campaigns ; 
and, therefore, in studying the#theory of the defence 
of a theatre of war, they must be brought into con- 
sideration. We shall endeavour to describe the pecu- 
liarities by which they are characterised. R^al War 
will generally follow a mean between the two different 
tendencies, sometimes appearing nearer to one, some- 
times to the ether, and we can, therefore, only see the 
practical effect of these peculiarities in the modification 
which is produced, in the absolute form of War by their 
counteraction. We have already said in the third 
chapter of this book, that the state of expectation is one 
of the greatest advantages which the defensive has over 
the offensive; as a general rule, it seldom happens in 
life, and le^st of all in War, that all that circumstances 
would lead us to expect does actually take place. The 
imperfection of human insight, the fear of evil results, 
accidents which derange the development of designs in 
their execution, wee causes through which many of the 
transactions enjoined by circumstanceS are never realised 
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in the execution. In War where insufficiency of know- 
ledgf, the danger of a catastrophe, the number of 
accidents are incomparably^ greater tj^an in any other 
branch of human activity, the number of shortcomings, 
if we may so call' them, must necessarily also be much 
greater. This is then the rich field where' the defensive 
gkthers fruits which grow for it spontaneously. If we 
add to this result qi experience the substantial im- 
portance of the possession of the surface of the ground 
in War, then that maxim which has become a proverb, 
beati sunt possi^^tes^ holds good here as well as in peace. 
It is thL maxim which here takes the place of the de- 
cision, that focus of all action in every War directed 
to mutual destruction, is fruitful beyond measure, 
not in actions which it calls forth, but in motives for 
not acting, and for all that action which is done in the 
interest of inaction, ^yhen no decision is to be .sought 
for or expected, there is no reason for giving up any- 
thing, for that could only be done to gain thereby some 
advantage in the decision. The consequence is that the 
defender keeps all, or at least as much as he can (that 
is as much as he can cover), and the assailant takes 
possession of so much as he can without involving him- 
self in a decision (that is, Ji;ie will extend himself laterally 
as much as possible). We have only to deal with the 
first in this place. ' 

Wherever the defender is not present with his military 
forces, the assailant can take possession, and the ad- 
vantage of the state of expectation is on his side ; hence 
the endeavour to cover the country everywhf^re directly, 
and to take the chance of the assailant attacking the 
troops posted for this purpose. 

Before we go further into the special properties of 
the defence, we must extract from the book on the 
attack those objects which the assailant usuaUy aims 
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at when the decision (by battle) is not sought. They 
are as follows: — * ^ 

1. The seizure a considerable strip of territory, as 
far* as tii^ can belione without a decisive engagement. 

2. The capture of an important magazine under the 

same condition. • 

3. The capture of a fortress not covered. No douW: 

a siege is more or less a^great operation, often requir- 
ing great labour ; but it is an undertaking which does 
not contain the elements of a catastrophe. If it comes 
to the worst, the siege can be raised vv^hout thereby 
suffering a great positive loss. • 

4. Lastly, a successful combat of some importance, 
but in which there is not much risked, and conse- 
quently not much to be gained ; a combat which takes 
place not as the cardinal knot of a whole strategic bond, 
but on its own account for the sakj of trophies or honour 
of the troops. For such an object, of course, a combat 
is not fought at any price ; we either wait for the chance 
of a favourable opportunity, or seek to bring one? about ‘ 
by skill. 

These four objects of attack give rise to the following 
efforts on the part of the defence : — 

1. To cover the fortresses by keeping them behind us. 

2. To coyer the country by extending the troops 

over it. « 

3. Where the extension is* not sufficient, to throw the 
Army rapidly in front of the enemy by a flank march. 

4. To guard against disadvantageous combats. 

It is clear that the object of the first thifee measures 
is to force on the enemy the initiative, and to derive 
the utmost advantage from the state of expectation, 
and tjiis object is so deeply rooted in the nature of the 
thing that it would be great folly to despise it primd 
facie. It must necessarily occupy a Higher place the 
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less a decision is expected, and it is the ruling principle 
in ^11 such canjpaigns, even although, apparently, a 
considerable degree of activity may ^ manifested,, in 
small actions of an indecisive character. ^ 

Hannibal as as Fabius, and both Frederick «the 
Great 'and Daxm, have done homage to "'this principle 
\frhenever they did not either seek for or expect a de- 
cision. The fourth effort series as a corrective to^the 
three others, it is their conditio sine qud non. 

We shall now proceed to examine these subjects a little 
more closely. 

At fiist sight it appears ssinewhat preposterous to 
protect a fortress from the enemy’s attack by placing an 
Army in front ofit; sijch a measure looks like a kind of 
pleonasm, as fortifications are built to resist a hostile 
attack of themselves. Yet it is a measure which we see 
resorted to thousands ?nd thousands of times. But thus 
it is in the. conduct of War ; the most common things 
often seem the most incomprehensible. Who would pre- 
sume to pronounce these thousands of Instances to be so 
many blunders on the ground of this seeming inconsis- 
tency ? The constant repetition of the measure shows 
that it must proceed from some deep-seated motive. 
This reason is, however, no other than that pointed out 
above, emanating from moral sluggishness anC inactivity. 

If the defender places himself in front of his fortress, 
the enemy cannot attack it unless he first beats the Army 
in front of it j but a battle is a decision ; if that is not 
the enemy’s object then there will be po battle, and the 
defender will remain in possession of his fortress without 
staking a blow; consequently, whenever we do not believe 
the enemy intends to fight a battle, we should venture 
on the chance of his not making up his mind to do so, 
especially as in most cases we still rt/tain the power of 
withdrawing behfcd the fortress in a moment, if, contrary 
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to our expectation, the enemy should march to attack 
us; the position before the fortress is#in this way^ree 
fropi danger, anA the probabihty of maintaining the 
status without any sacrifice, is not even attended 
with the slightest risl^ * 

If the deitefider places himself behind the foi tress, he 
offers the assailant an object which is exactly suited to 
thelcircumstances in whicJi the latter is^ placed. If the 
fortress is not of great strength, and he is not quite un- 
prepared, he will dommence the siege : in order that tins 
may not end in the fall of the place, tfiefde.-ender most 
march to its relief. The positive action, the initiative, 
is now laid on him, and the adversary who by his ^ege is 
to be regarded as advancing towjyds his object, is in the 
situation of occupier- * 

Experience teaches that the matter always Lakes this 
turn, and it does so naturally. A catastrophe, as we have 
before said, is not necessarily bound up with a siege. 
Even a General, devoid of either the spirit of enterprise 
or energy, who would never make up his mmd to a battle, 
will proceed to undertake a siege with perhaps npthing 
but field artillery, when he can approach a fortress with- 
out risk. At the worst he can abandon his undertaking 
Ngthout any positive loss. Thq^rc always remains to be 
considered the danger to which most fortresses are more 
or less exposed, tlfat of being taken by assault, or in some 
other irregular manner, and this circumstance should 
certainly not be overlooked by the defender in his calcu- 
lation of probabilities. 

In weig^jjng and consi|iering the different chances, it 
seems natural that “the defender should look upon the 
probability of not having to fight at all as more for his 
advantage than the probability of fighting even under 
favourable circumstances. And thus it ^appears to us that 

the practice of placing an Army in the field before its 

VOL. II ’ 2 B 
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fortress, is both natural and fully explained. Frederick 
the ^reat, for instance, at Glogau, against the Russians^ 
at Schwednitz, Neiss, and Dresden, agajliist the Austrians, 
almost always adopted it. This measure, /^lowever, 
brought misfortune or|^ the Duke pf Bevern at Breslau ; 
behind Breslau he could not have been Siftacked ; the 
superiority of the Austrians in the King’s absence would 
soon cease, as he was approaching ; and therefore, a 
position behind Breslau, a battle might have been avoided 
until Frederick’s arrival. No doubt the Duke would 
have preferred^ that course if it had not been that it 
would have exposed that important place to a bombard- 
ment, ^t which the King, who was anything but tolerant 
on such occasions, wopld have been highly displeased. 
The attempt made By the Duke to protect Breslau by an 
entrenched position taken up for the purpose, cannot 
after all be disapprov<>d, for it was very possible that 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, contented with the capture of 
Schwednitz, and threatened by the march of the King, 
would, by that position, have been prevented from 
advanping farther. The best thing he could have done 
would have been to refuse the battle at the last by with- 
drawing through Breslau at the moment that the Austrians 
advanced to the attack in this way he would have got 
all the advantages of the state of expectation without 
paying for them by a great danger. 0 

If we have here traced the position before a fortress to 
reasons of a superior and absolute order, and defended its 
adoption on those grounds, we have still to observe that 
there is a motive of a secondary class whicjj, though a 
more obvious one, is not sufficient ’of itself alone, not 
being absolute ; we refer to the use which is made by 
Armies of the nearest fortress as a depot of provisions 
and munitions of war. This is so coif\renient, and pre- 
sents so many advantages, that a General will not easily 
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make up his mind to draw his supplies of all kinds from 
tnore distant places, or to ^lodge them in open tq^wns. 
Buj: if a fortress ^ the great magazine of an Army, then 
the posJfcijm before it is frequently a matter of absolute 
ne<3essity, anc in mos^ cases is v^ry natural. But it is 
easy to see tfilit this obvious motive, which is easily over- 
valued by those who are not in the habit of looking far 
bef&re them, is neither sufficient explain all cases, nor 
are the circumstances connected with it of sufficient 
importance to en1:itte it to give a final decision. 

The capture of one or more fortresse^without risking 
a battle, is such a very natural object of all attacks which 
do not aim at a decision on the field of battle, that the 
defender makes it his principal \iiusiness to thwart this 
design. Thus it is that on theatres of War, containing a 
number of fortresses, we find these places made the pivots 
of almost all the movements ; we#find the assailant seek- 
ing to approach one of them unexpectedly, and employing 
various feints to aid his purpose, and the defender imme-^ 
diately seeking to stop him by well-prepared movements. 
Such IS the general character of almost all the campaigns 
of Louis XIV. in the Netherlands up to the time of 
Marshal Saxe. 

^o much for the covering of fortresses. 

The covf nng of a country by an extended disposition 
of forces, is only ‘^concei vable in combination with very 
considerable obstacles of ground. The great and small 
posts which must be formed for the purpose, can only get 
a certain capability of resistance through strength of 
position; ^nd as natur?^ obstacles are seldom found 
sufficient, therefore laeld fortification is made use of as 
an assistance. But now it is to be observed that, the 
power of resistance which is thus obtained at any one 
point, is always 'only relative (see tl^ chapter on the 
signification of the combat), and never to be regarded as 
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absolute. It may certainly happen that one such post 
mayiremain proof against all attacks made upon it, and* 
that therefore in a single instance ther^may be an abso- 
lute result; but from the great numoer of p/=?^s, any 
single one, in comparison to the jvhole, appears weak, 
and exposed to the possible attack of an SSferwhelming 
force, and consequently it would be unreasonable to place 
one’s dependence, for yafety on ^the resistance of any bne 
single post. In such an extended position, we can there- 
fore or^ly count on a resistance of relative length, and not 
upon a victory,^r*roperly speaking. This value of single 
posts, at the same time, is also sufficient for the object, 
and for a general calculation. In campaigns in which no 
great decision, no irresi§itible march, towards the complete 
subjugation of the* whole force is to be feared, there is 
little risk in a combat of posts, even if it ends in the loss 
of a post. There is seldom any further result m. connec- 
tion with it than the loss of the post and a few trophies ; 
the influence of victory penetrates no^ further into the 
situation of affairs, it does not tear down any part of the 
foundation to be followed by a mass of building in ruin.' 
In the worst case, if, for instance, the whole defensive 
system is disorganised by the loss of a single post, the 
defender has always time to concentrate his corps, aijid 
with his whole force to offer battky which th€ assailant, 
according to our supposition, does not desire. Therefore 
also it usually happens that with this concentration of 
force the act closes, and the further advance of the 
assailant is stopped. A strip of land, a few men and 
guns, are the losses of the defender, and ^with these 
results the assailant is satisfied. 

To such a risk we say the defender may very well 
expose himself, if he has, on the other hand, the possi- 
bility, or rather the probability, m his? favour, that the 
assailant from excessive caution will halt before his posts 
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without attacking them. Only in reg^ird to this we must 
•not lose sight of the fact, that we are jciow supposi|ig an 
assailant who wifc not venture upon any great stroke, a 
moderS^ sized, out strong post will very well serve to 
stop such an adversary, for although ^e can undoubtedly 
make hims^H master of it, still the question aiis^es as to 
the price it will cost, and whether that price is not too 
high for any use that he fcan make*of tlje victory. 

In this way we may see how the powerful relative 
resistance which* the defender can obtain from aii ex- 
tended disposition, consisting of a nunvber of posts in 
juxtaposition with each other, may constitute a satis- 
factory result in the calculation of his whole campaign. 
In order to direct at once to thg^ right point the glance 
which the reader, with his mind’s eye, will here cast 
upon military history, we must observe that these ex- 
tended positions appear most ^^equently in the latter 
half of a campaign, because by that time .the defender 
has become thoroughly acquainted with his adversary, 
with his projects, and his situation; and tRe little 
quantity of the spirit of enterprise with which the 
assailant started, is usually exhausted. 

In this defensive, in an extended position by which 
the country^ the supplies, the fortresses are to be covered, 
all great r^atural obstacles, such as streams, rivers, moun- 
tains, woods, morasses, must naturally play a great part, 
and acquire a predominant^importance. Upon their use 
we refer to what has been already said on these subjects. 

It is through this predominant importance of the topo- 
graphical element that the knowledge and activity which 
are looked upon as^the speciality of the General Staff of 
an Army are more particularly called into requisition. 
Nov, as the Staff of the Army is usually that branch 
which writes and publishes most, it follows, that these 
parts of campaigns are recorded moA fully in history ; 



and then again from that there follpws a not nnha 
tendency to systematise th^, and to frame out of ihi 
historical solution of one case a genem solution for^all 
succeeding cases. But this endeavour is fytue, and 
therefore erroneous. Besides, in tj^is more ^passive l< 5 nd 
of War, in this form of it which is tied to localities, each 
case is different to another, and must be differently 
treated. The ablest- memoirs of a critical character 
respecting these subjects are therefore only suited to 
make one acquainted with facts, but iiever to serve as 
principles govew^mg conduct. 

Natural, and at the same time meritorious, as is this 
industry which, according to the general view, we have 
attributed to the Staftr in particular, still we must raise 
a warning voice against usurpations which often spring 
from it to the prejudice of the whole. The authority 
acquired by those who are at the head of, and best 
acquainted with, this branch of military service, gives 
them often a sort of general dominion over people’s 
minds, beginning with the General himself, and from 
this then springs a routine of ideas which causes an 
undue bias of the mind. At last the General sees 
nothing but mountains and passes, and that which 
should be a measure of^ free choice guided by circuit - 
stances becomes mannerism, becomes second nature. 

Thus in the year 1793 and 1794, Colonel Grawert of 
the Prussian army, who was the animating spirit of the 
Staff at that time, and well known as a regular man for 
mountains and passes, persuaded two Generals of the 
most opposite personal characteristics, tlip Duke of 
Brunswick and General Mollendoff, into exactly the 
same method of carrying on War. 

That a defensive line parallel to the course of a 
formidable natural obstacle may lead ’to a cordon War 
IS quite plain. If must, in most cases, necessarily lekd 



to that if really the whole extent of the theatre of war 
%ouid. be directly covered in that mgginer* But jpost 
theatres of war nave such an extent, that the normal 
tacticaf^^spositioli of the troops destined f orbits defence 
wcrtild bebj^no meai^s commensurate* with that object; 
at the sarf? time as the assailant, by his owiT dispo- 
sitions and other circumstances, is confined to certafn 
principal directions and* great r^ds,^ and any great 
deviations from these directions, even it he is only 
opposed to a ver^^ inactive defender, would be attended 
with great embarrassment and disadvp;itage, therefore 
generally all that the defender has to do is to'cover the 
country for a certain number of miles or marches right 
and left of these principal lines^^of direction of his ad- 
versary. But again to effect this covering, we may be 
contented with defensive posts on the principal roads 
and means of approach, and mgiely watch the country 
between by small posts of observation. The con- 
sequence of this is certainly that the assailant may then 
pass a column between two of these posts, and tflus make 
the attack, which he has in view, upon one post from 
several quarters at once. Now, these posts are in some 
measure arranged to meet this, partly by their having 
^pports for their flanks, partly by the formation of flank 
defences (called crochets), partly by their being able to 
receive assistance from a reserve posted in rear, or by 
troops detached from adjoining posts. In this manner 
the number of posts is reduced still more, and the result 
is that an Army engaged in a defence of this kind, usually 
divides ijgelf into four or five principal pos*ts. 

For important points of approach, beyond a certain 
distance, and yet in some measure threatened, special 
central points are established which, in a certain measure, 
form small theatres of war within the principal one. In 
this manner the Austrians, during th? Seven Years’ War, 
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generally placed the main body of their Army in four or 
five ^osts in thCo mountains of Lower Silesia ; whilst af 
small almost independent detachmeAt organised ior 
itself a siifiilar system of defence in tjpper SiJ^sia. 

Now, the further sucfei a defensiv^^ system diverges from 
direct Covering, the more it must call to iti* assistance — 
niobility (active defence), and even offensive means. 
Certain bodies are considered reserves ; besides which, 
one post hastens to send to the help of another all the 
troops it can spare. This assistance may be rendered 
either by hasteqipg up directly from the rear to reinforce 
and re-establish the passive defence, or by attacking the 
enemy in flank, or even by menacing his line of retreat. 
If the assailant threa^ns the flank of a post not with 
direct attack, but only by a position through which he 
can act upon the communications of this post, then either 
the troops which have, been advanced for this .purpose 
must be attaCikecf in earnest, or the way of reprisal must 
be resorted to by acting in turn on the enemy’s com- 
munications. 

We see, therefore, that however passive this defence is 
in the leading ideas on which it is based, still it must 
comprise many active means, and in its organisation may 
be forearmed in many ways against complicated events. 
Usually those defences pass for the best which^^make the 
most use of active or even offensive means; but this 
depends in great part on the nature of the country, the 
characteristics of the troops, and even on the talent of 
the General ; partly we are also very prone in general to 
expect too niuch from movement, and other auxiliary 
measures of an active nature, and ‘^to place too little 
reliance on the local defence of a formidable natural 
obstacle. We think we have thus sufiflciently explained 
what we understand by an extended line of defence, and 
we now turn to the third auxiliary means, the placing 
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* ^ 

ourselves in front of tlie enemy by a lapid march to a 
Bank., ^ 

This means is Secessarily one of those provided for that 
defence'ol a country which we are now considering. In 
th^ first plate the defender, even with the most extended 
position, often cannot guard all the approaches to his 
country which are menaced; next, in many causes, he 
must be ready to repair with the bulk of his forces to any 
posts upon which the bulk of the enemy’s force is about 
to be thrown, as otherwise those posts would be too 
easily overpowered; lastly, a General ^^o has an aver- 
sion to confining his Army to a passive resistance in an 
extended position, must seek to attain his object, the 
protection of the country, by r?^id, well-planned, and 
well-conducted movements. The greater the spaces 
which he leaves exposed, the greater the talent required 
in planning the movements, in oider to arrive anywhere 
at the right moment of time. • 

The natural consequence of striving to do this js, that 
in such a case, positions which afford sufficient advan- 
tages to make an enemy give up all idea of an attack as 
soon as our Army, or only a portion of it, reaches them, 
are sought for and prepared in all directions. As these 
j^tions are again and again q^ri^upied, and all depends 
on reaching the same in right time, they are in a certain 
measure the vowels of all this method of carrying on War, 
which on that account has been called a War of posts. 

Just as an extended position, and the relative resistance 
in a War without great decisions ^ do not^ present the 
dangers wjjich are inherent in its origmal nature, so in 
the same manner the intercepting the enemy in front by 
a march to a flank is not so hazardous as it would be in 
the •immediate expectation of a great decision. To 
attempt at the ^ast moment in greatest haste (by a 
lateral movement) to thrust an Army in front of an 
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adversary of determined character, who is both able and 
willing to deal heavy blows^and has no scruples about ajf 
expenditure of forces, would be to go half way to mee-t a 
decisive disaster ; for against an unh&sitatingj, fiow de- 
livered with the enenvy’s whole ^rength, such runiftng 
and stWbling into a position would be most dangerous. 
6ut against an opponent who, instead of taking up his 
work with his whple hand, uses only the tips of his fingers, 
who does not know how to make use of a great result, or 
rather of the opening for one, who on\y seeks a trifling 
advantage but arf’ small expense, against such an opponent 
this kind of resistance certainly maybe applied with effect. 

A natural consequence is, that this means also in 
general occurs oftener^ the last half of a campaign than 
at its commencement. 

Here, also, the General Staff has an opportunity of dis- 
playing its topographical knowledge in framing a system of 
combined measures, connected with the choice and pre- 
paration of the positions and the roadsjeading to them. 

When the whole object of one party is to gain in the 
end ascertain point, and the whole object of his adversary, 
on the other hand, is to prevent his doing so, then both 
parties are often obliged to make their movements under 
the eyes of each other ; ^pr this reason, these movements 
must be made with a degree of precaution an^l precision 
not otherwise required. Formerly, befe)re the mass of an 
Army was formed of independent Divisions, and even on 
the march was always regarded as an indivisible whole, 
this precaution and precision was attended with much 
more formality, and with the copious use of tactical skill. 
On these occasions, certainly, single *Brigades were often 
obliged to leave the general line of battle to secure par- 
ticular points, and act an independent part until the 
Army arrived : but these were, and cofltinued, anomalous 
proceedings ; and\he aim in the order of march^ generally 
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was to move the Army from one part to another as a 
Vhole, preserving its normal |prmation, and avoidin^uch 
exceptional proceedings as the above as far as possible. 
Now thalj^the parfs of the main body of an Army are sub- 
divided again into in 4 iependent b®dies, and those bodies 
can venture*to enter into an engagement with the mass 
of the enemy’s Army, provided the rest of the force of 
which it is a member is sufficiently near to carry it on 
and finish it — now such a flank march is attended with 
less difficulty even under the eye of the enemy. What 
formerly could only be effected tljjf^ugh the actual 
mechanism of the order of march, can now be done by 
starting single Divisions at an earlier hour, by hastening 
the march of others, and by the ^eater freedom in the 
employment of the whole. 

By the means of defence just considered, the assailant 
can be prevented from taking any fortress, from occupy- 
mg any important extent of country, or capturing maga- 
zines; and he will be prevented, if m every direction 
combats are offered to him m which he can see little 
probability of success, or too great danger of a reaction 
in case of failure, or in general, an expenditure of force 
too great for his object and existing relations. 

^fJtf4iow the defender succeed^in this triumph of his art 
and skill, Snd the assailant, wherever he turns his eyes, 
sees prudent preparations through which he is cut off 
from any prospect of attaining his modest wishes : then 
the offensive principle often seeks to escape from the 
difficulty in the satisfaction of the mere honour of his 
arms. TJje gam of some combat of respectable import- 
ance, gives the 2ft:ms of the victor a semblance of 
superiority, appeases the vanity of the General, of the 
Court, of the Army, and the people, and thus satisfies, to 
a certain exteni?, the expectations which are naturally" 
always raised when the offensive is assumed. 
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An advantageous combat of somf; importance merely 
for l^e sake of the victory.and some t^phies, becomes, 
therefore, the last hope of the assailant. No one must 

( t / 

suppose that we here involve ourselvesin a con/radiction, 
for we contend that we still coiv^mue witfiiin our own 
supposition, that the good measures of the defender have 
deprived the assailant of all expectation of attaining any 
one of those other «ob]ects t)y means of a successful 
combat! To warrant that expectation, two conditions 
are rec[uired, that is, a favourable termination to the com- 
bat, and next, tlu^ the result shall lead really to the attain- 
ment of one of those objects, 

ThCcfirst may very well take place without the second, 
and therefore the (^fenders’ detachments and posts 
singly are much more frequently in danger of getting 
involved in disadvantageous combats if the assailant 
merely aims at the honour of the battle-field, than if he 
connects with that a view to further advantages as welL 

If we place ourselves in Daun’s situation, and with 
his way of thinking, then his venturing on the surprise 
of Hochkirch does not appear inconsistent with his 
character, as long as we suppose him aiming at nothing 
more than the trophies of the day. But a victory 
rich in results, which wpuld have compelled theiKrief 
to abandon Dresden and Neisse, appears sCn entirely 
different problem, one with which he" would not have^ 
been inclined to meddle. 

Let it not be imagined that these are trifling or idle 
distinctions ; we have, on the contrary, now before us 
one of the deepest-rooted, leading pnnciple? of War. 
The signification of a combat is its vfery soul in Strategy, 
and we cannot too often repeat, that in Strategy the 
leading events always proceed from the ultimate views 
of the two parties, as it were, from"* a conclusion of 
the whole train of ideas. This is why there ^ may be 
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such a difference strategically between one battle and 
another, that tlwy can hardly be loo|jed upon as the 
san^e means.^ ' * 

Now, ‘although Ithe fruitless victory of the assailan+ 
can» hardl^ ^e considered any ?eriohs injury to the 
defence, still^s the defender will not wiihngly dSncede 
even this advantage, particularly as we never kno^Xr 
whjft accident may also te connected with it, therefore 
the defender requires to keep an incessant watch upon 
the situation of •all his troops and posts. No doubt 
here all greatly depends on the leader.® of those bodies 
making suitable dispositions; but any one *of them 
may be led into an unavoidable catastrophe by in- 
judicious orders imposed on him by the General-in- 
Chief. Who IS not reminded here of’Fouqu^’s corps at 
Landshut, and of Fink’s at Maxen ? 

In both cases Frederick the Great reckoned too much 
on customary ideas. It was impossible tljat he could 
suppose 10,000 men capable of successfully resisting 
30,000 in the position of Landshut, or that Finft couldf 
resist a superior force pouring in and overwhelming 
him cn all sides; but he thought the strength of the 
position of Landshut would be accepted, like a bill of 
exc^|iapge, as heretofore, and that Daun would see in 
file demonstration against his flank sufficient reason to 
exchange his uncomfortable position m Saxony for the 
more comfortable one in* Bohemia. He misjudged 
Laudon in one case and Daun in the other, and therein 
lies the error in these measures. 

But irrespective of such errors, into • which even 
Generals may fall who fire not so proud, daring, and 
obstinate as Frederick *the Great, in some of his pro- 
cefic^ngs may certainly be termed, there is always, in 
respect to the subject we are now considering, a great ^ 
difficulty in this way, that the Generll-in-Chief cannot 



198 . ON 

alttvays expect all he desires from ^ the sags^ty, good- 
will, courage and firmness of charac^ of his <^orps|t 
Commanders. He cannot,* therefore, leave everything 
to their ^od judgment ; he must prescribe rules <hi 
many points by *whi(^ their co^se of ^tion, bding 
restricted, may easily become inconsist^ with the 
drcumstances of the moment. This is, however, an 
unavoidable inconvenience. Without an imperious com- 
manding will, the influence of which penetrates through 
the whole Army, War cannot be well* conducted ; and 
whoever would follow the practice of always e.xpecting 
the besf from^iis subordinates, would from that 
very reason be quite unfit for a good Commander of 
an Army. 

Therefore the situation of every detachment and post 
must be for ever kept clearly in view, to prevent any 
of them being unexpectedly drawn into a catastrophe. 

The aim of aJl these efforts is to preserve the status 
quo. The more fortunate and successful these efforts 
are, thh longer will the War last at the same point ; 
but the longer War continues at one point, the greater 
become the cares for subsistence. 

In place of collections and contributions from the 
country, a S5retem of subsistence from magazinesricem- 
mences at once, or m a very short time ; hi place of 
country waggons being collected upon each occasion, 
the formation, more or less, of a regular transport 
takes place, composed either of carriages of the country, 
or of those belonging to the Army; in short, there 
arises an approach to that regular system of feeding 
troops from magazines, of which • we have already 
treated in the fourteenth chapter (On Subsistence). 

At the same time, it is not this which exercises a 
./great influence on this mode of conducting War, for as 
this mode, by its boject and character, is in fact already 



tied down to a limited space, therefore the question of 
fubsistence mayLvery well have a paj;;t in determining 
its;, action — an? will do so in both cases — wifiiout 
altering^ the general character of the War.^' On the 
other harfd^ the action of the ^belligerents mutually 
against the^ lines o^ communications gains a* much 
greater importance for two reasons. Firstly, because 
in ^Uch campaigns, there %being no^ measures of a great 
and comprehensive kind, Generals must apply their 
energies to those of an inferior order; and 'secondly, 
because here there is time enough to wait for the effect 
of this means. The security of his^ne of communi- 
cations is therefore specially important to the defender, 
for although it is •true that its interruption cannot be 
an object of the hostile operations Vhich take place, 
yet it might compel him to retreat, and thus to leave 
other objects open to attack. ^ 

All the measures having for their object the pro- 
tection of the area of the theatre of War itself, must 
naturally also have the effect of covering the fines of^ 
commimication ; their security is therefore in part pro- 
vided for in that way, and we have only to observe that 
it is a principal condition in fixing upon a position. 

means of security consists in the bodies of 
Soops, both small and large, escorting convoys. First, 
the most extended positions are not sufficient to secure 
the lines of communis- atioif, and next, such an escort 
is particularly necessary when the General wishes to 
avoid a very extended position. Therefore, we find, 
in Tempelhof’s ‘'History of the Seven Vears’ War,” 
instances without ond in which Frederick the Great 
caused his bread and flour waggons to be escorted by 
singly regiments of infantry or cavalry, sometimes also 
by whole brigadeji. On the Austrian side we nowhere 
find mention of the same thing, whi(5i certainly may 
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be partly accounted for in this way, that they had no 
such circumstantial historian on their side, but in par# 
it is '“also to be ascribed just to this, that they aiw,3.ys 
took up much more extended positional 

Having now touched upon the four ejfforts which 
form the foundation of a defensive that dcAfs, not aim at 
cf decision, and which are at the same time altogether 
free upon the wholf from all offensive elements,' we 
must now say something of the offensive means with 
which they may become more or less mixed up, in a 
certain measure flavoured. These offensive means are 
chiefly : — 

1. Operating against the enemy’s communications, 
under which we likewise include enterprises against his 
places of supply. ’’ 

2. Diversions and incursions within the enemy’s 
territory. 

3. Attack;s on the enemy’s detachments and posts, 
and even upon his main body, un<ier favourable cir- 
V:umstahces, or the threat only of such intention. 

The first of these means is incessantly in action in 
all campaigns of this kind, but in a certain measure 
quite quietly without actually making its appearance. 
Every suitable position for the defender derives g^jsj^at 
part of its efficacy from the disquietude which it causes 
the assailant in connection with his c communications ; 
and as the question of sul>sistence in such operations 
becomes, as we have already observed, one of vital 
importance, affecting the assailant equally, therefore, 
through this*^ apprehension of offensive action, possibly 
resulting from the enemy’s position, a great part of 
the strategic web is determined, as we shall again find 
in treating of the attack. 

p Not only this general influence, proceeding from the 
choice of positions, which, like pressure in mechanics. 
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produces an effect invisibly, but also an actual offensive 
movement wltl:%part of th^Army against the enjmy’s 
lines of communication, comes withm the compass of 
$uch a d^fensive.^ But that it may be doneVith effect, 
the situattoj$ of the li^es of communicatioriy the nature of 
the country^ and the peculiar qualities of the troops must 
be ^specially propitious to the undertaking. 

Incursions into the '^ftemy’s C(sunt^y which have as 
their object reprisals or levying contributions, cannot 
properly be regarded as defensive means, they are rather 
true offensive means; but they ai^isually combined 
with the object of a real diversion, which may be re- 
garded as a real defensive measure, as it is intended 
to weaken the enemy’s force opposed to us. But as 
the above means may be used just as well by the 
assailant, and in itself is a real attack, we therefore 
think more suitable to leave its further examination 
for the next book. Accordingly we shall only count it in 
here, in order to render a full account of the arsenal of 
small offensive arms belonging to the defender of a theatre 
of War, and for the present merely add that in. extent 
and importance it may attain to such a point, as to 
give the whole War the appearance, and along with 
^tililil« 4 :he honour, of the offensive. Of this nature are 
Fredericl^ the Great’s enterprises in Poland, Bohemia, 
and Franconia, before the ^campaign of 1759. His cam- 
paign itself is plainly a pure defence; these incursions 
into the enemy’s territory, however, gave it the appear^r* 
ance of an aggression, which perhaps had a special 
value 0% account of the moral effect. 

An attack on onfi of the enemy’s detachments or on his 
main body must always be kept in view as a necessary 
complement of the whole defence whenever the aggressor 
takes the mattef too easily, and on that account show#E 
himself very defenceless at particular points. Under 

WL. II. ^ 2 c . 
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this silent condition the whole action takes place. But 
here ^Jso the defender, in the same way^s in operating 
against the communications of the enemy, may g(f a 
step further in the province of the olfensive,^ and like 
his adversary may make it his bysiness to< lie in wait 
for a favourable stroke. In order to ensure a result 
in this field, he must either be very decidedly superior 
in force to his opponeat — whicfi certainly is inconsistent 
with the defensive in general, but still may happen — or 
he must have a method and the talent of keeping his 
forces more conceaptrated, and make up by activity and 
mobility for the danger which he incurs in other respects. 

The first was Daun’s case m the Seven Years’ War; 
the latter, the case of Frederick the’ Great. Still we 
hardly ever see Daun’s offensive make its appearance 
except when Frederick the Great invited it by excessive 
boldness and a display o^ contempt for him (Hochkirch, 
Maxen, Landshut). On the other hand, we see Frederick 
the Great almost constantly on the move in order to 
beat one or other of Daun’s Corps with his main body. 
He certainly seldom succeeded, at least, the results were 
never great, because Daun, in addition to his great 
superiority in numbers, had also a rare degree of pru- 
dence and caution ; but,- we must not suppose 
therefore, the King’s attempts were altogether fruitless. 
In these attempts lay rather a very effectual resistance ; 
for the care and fatigue, which his adversary had to 
undergo in order to avoid fighting at a disadvantage, 
neutralised those forces which would otherwise have aided 
in advancing the offensive actiqn. Let us only call to 
mind the campaign of 1760, in Silesii, where Daim and 
the Russians, out of sheer apprehension of being at- 
tacked and beaten by the King, first here and then there, 
never could succeed in making one step 'in advance. 

We believe we have now gone through all the subjects 
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which form the predominant ideas, the principal aims, 
and therefore tUp main staywof the whole action i|i the 
defence oi a theatre of War when no idea of decision 
is entertgjned. (fur chief, and, indeed, sole object in 
bringing thAi all clos". together, was to let the organism 
of the whole strategic action be seen in one view ; the 
particular measures by means of which those subjects 
come to life, marcheb, ^positionsf &c., &c., we have 
already considered in detail. 

By now casting a glance once more at the whole of 
our subject, the idea must strikeji§ 5 ^f?rcibly, that with 
such a weak offensive principle, with so little desire for 
a. decision on either side, with so little positive motive, 
with so many counteracting infl»nces of a subjective 
nature, which stop us and hold us back, the essential 
difference between attack and defence must always tend 
more to disappear. At the opeaing of a campaign, cer- 
tainly one party will enter the other’s theatre of War, 
and in that manner, to a certain extent, such pajty puts 
on the form of offensive. But it may very well take 
place, and happens frequently, that he must soon enough 
apply all his powers to defend his own country on the 
enemy’s territory. Then both stand, in reality, opposite 
»U!iollier in a state of mutual observation. Both 
intent on losing nothing, perhaps both alike intent also 
on obtaining a* positive jidvantage. Indeed it may 
happen, as with P'redenck the Great, that the real 
defender aims higher in that way than his adversary.^ 

Now the more the assailant gives up the jiosition of an 
enemy n»king progress,^he less the defender is menaced 
by him, and confined to a strictly defensive attitude 
by the pressing claims of a regard for mere safety, so 
muth the more a similarity in the relations of the parties 
is produced in v^ich then the activity of both will b^ 
directed J:owards gaining an advantage over his opponent, 



bN WAR' 




6book VI. 


and protecting himself against any disadvantage, there- 
fore p a true stjrategic rngnceuvrin^; |hd indeed this* 
is the character into which all campaigns resolve them- 
selves more^ or less, when the situation If the ccjpbatants 
or political views du not allow of ajty great dficision. * 

In t!ie following book we have allotte^T a chapter 
specially to the subject of strategic manoeuvres; but 
as this equipoised pkiy of fo/ces has frequently been 
invested in theory with an importance to which it is 
not entitled, we find ourselves under the necessity of 
examining the suhjgct more closely while we are treating 
of the defence, as it is in that form of warfare more 
particularly that this false importance is ascribed to 
strategic manoeuvres.^ ^ 

We call it an equipoised play of forces, for when there 
is no movement of the whole body there is a state of 
equilibrium; where no great object impels, there is no 
movement oi.the whole; therefore, in such a case, the 
two parties, however unequal they may be, are still to 
lie regarded as in a state of equilibrium. From this 
state of equilibrium of the whole now come forth the • 
particular motives to actions of a minor class and 
secondary objects. They can here develop themselves, 
because they are no longer kept down by the pvemmre^ 
of a great decision and great danger. Therefore, what 
can be lost or won upon the whole •^is changed into 
small counters, and the action of the War, as a whole, 
".is broken up into smaller transactions. With these 
smaller operations for smaller gains, a contest of skill 
now takes place between the two Generals; J^ut as it 
is impossible in War to shut out chance, and conse- 
quently good luck, therefore this contest will never be 
otherwise than a g^ame. In the meantime, here arise 
*-?*iwo Other questions, that is, whether*' in this manoeu- 
vring, chance wifi not have a smaller, and superior 



CHAP, x^.] DEFENCE OF A TWEATRE 4^ 

intelligence a greater, share in the decision, than where 
»aJl concentratei| itsdf into one singly great act. The 
last of these questions we must answer in th^ affii- 
mative The ifore complete the organisation of the 
whole, tlle^ftener time and sp^ce cfcme into considera-^ 
tion — the ftrmer by single moments, the latter *at par- 
ticular points — so much the greater, plainly, v;ill be Ihe 
fiefd for calculation, therefore the greater the sway 
exercised by superior intelhgence. What the superior 
understanding gains is abstracted m part from chance, 
but not necessarily altogether, and therefore we are not 
obliged to answer the first ques4?i5ir^lT^rmatively. More- 
over, we must not forget that a superior understanding 
is not the only Ihental quality ^ a General ; courage, 
•energy, resolution, presence of mind, &c., are qualities 
which rise again to a higher value when all depends on 
one single great decision; they will, therefore, have 
somewhat less weight when there is an equipoised play 
of forces, and the predominating ascendency of saga- 
cious calculation increases not only at the ej^ense bf 
chance, but also at the expense of these qualities. On 
the other hand, these brilliant qualities, at the moment 
of a great decision, may rob chance of a great part of 
itjyyjj^er, and therefore, to a certain extent, secure that 
which Cciculating intelligence in such cases would be 
obliged to leavg to chance. We see by this that here 
a conflict takes place between several forces, and that 
we cannot positively assert that there is a greater flel4i 
left open to chance in the case of a great decision, than 
in the ^tal result when that equipoised* play of forces 
takes place. If we, therefore, see more particularly in 
this play of forces a contest of mutual skill, that must 
only be taken to refer to skill in sagacious calculation, 
and not to the smn total of military genius. 

Now it is ]ust from this aspect of strategic manoeu- 
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vring that the whole has obtained that false importance 
of which we have spoken above. In tlj^ hrst place, the 
wholi genius of a General lias been supposed fo comst 
in this skiMulness ; but this is a greatj.mistake, for it is, 
as already said, ilot tp be denied that in ^piWent^ of 
great decisions other moral qualities may^Iiave power 
t6> control the force of events. If this power proceeds 
more from the impulge of noble, feelings and those sparks 
of genius which start up almost unconsciously, and there- 
fore does not proceed from long chains of thought, stiU 
it is not the less a free citizen of the Art of War, for 
that Art is neither a act of the understanding, nor 
are the activities of the intellectual faculties its principal 
ones. Further, it h^ been supposed that every active 
campaign without ^'results must be owing to that sort 
of skill on the part of one, or even of both Generals, 
while m reality it has always had its general ai^d prin- 
cipal foundation in the general relations which have 
turned War into such a game. 

•- As nfost Wars between civilised States have had for 
their qbject rather the observation of the enemy than 
his destruction, therefore it was only natural that the 
greater number of the campaigns should bear the 
character of strategic manoeuvring. Those agMttgst 
them which did not bring into notice any ^renowned 
Generals, attracted no attention ; but .iwhere there was 
a great Commander on whom all eyes were fixed, or 
^wo opposed to each other, like Turenne and Monte- 
cuculi, there the seal of perfection has been stamped 
upon this wh61e art of manoeuvring through t|\e names 
of these Generals. A further consequence has then been 
that this game has been looked upon as the summit of 
the Art, as the manifestation of its highest perfection, 
i» 9 tnd* consequently also as the source t:t which the Art 
of War must chiefiy be studied. 
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This view ' prevailed almost universally in the theo- 
retical world l^eforfi the Wars of the French Revolution. 
B}}i when these Wars at dtie stroke ^opened to ^iew a 
quite different ^^orld of phenomena m War, at first 
s#mewhit rough and wild, but whicti afterwards, undei;, 
Buonaparte systematised into a method on % grand 
scale, produced results which created astonishment 
aiftoiigst old and youijg, then jpeople set themselves 
free from the old models, and belitved that all the 
changes they ^aw resulted from modern discoveries, 
magnificent ideas, &c. ; but also at*^ the same time, 
certainly from the changes iq^iw^-^ate of Society. It 
was now thought that what was old would never more 
*be required, an# would never even reappear. * But as 
in such revolutions in opinions^TWo parties are always 
formed, so it was also in this instance, and the old 
views found their champions, who looked upon the new 
phenomena as rude blows of ^rute force, as a general 
decadence of the Art ; and held the opinion that, in the 
evenly-balanced, nugatory, fruitless War game, the 
perfection of the Art is •realised. There lies at the 
bottom of this last view such a want of logic and 
philosophy, that it can only be termed a hopeless, dis- 
^y^ggsing confusion of ideas. But at the same time the 
opposite opinion, that nothftig like the past will ever 
reappear, is very irrational. Of the novel appearances 
manifested in the doraiin of the Art of War, very 
few indeed are to be ascribed to new discoveries, or 
to a change in the direction of ideas; they are chieSy 
attributable to the alterations in the social State and 
its relations. But as these took place just at the crisis 
of a process of fermentation, they must not be taken as 

norm ; and we cannot, therefore, doubt that a great 
part of the fqrmer manifestations of War a^in^ 
make their appearance. This is n#t the place to enter 
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further into these matters ; it is enough us that by 
directing attention to the relation wlych this even-^ 
balanLed play of forces occupies in the whole cond^ict 
of a War, and to its signification anc^^ connection with 
other objects, we have shown that it is alwa^s^produced 
by constraint laid on both parties e^ngaged in'^he contest, 
and by a military element greatly attenuated. In this 
game one General may show l^imself more skilful than 
his opponent ; ana therefore, if the strength of his Army 
is equ^, he may also gain many advantages over him ; 
or if his force is inferior, he may, by his superior talent, 
keep the contest ^v.xJ^::tbalanced, but it is completely 
contradictory to the nature of the thing to look here 
for the ‘’highest honour and glory of sl General; such a 
campaign is always^ rather a certain sign that neither 
of the Generals has any great military talent, or that 
he who has talent is prevented by the force of <;jrcum- 
stances from venturing on a great decision; but when 
this is the case, there is no scope afforded for the display 
of the highest military genius. 

We have hitherto been engaged with the general 
character of strategic manoeuvring; we must now pro- 
ceed to a special influence which it has on the conduct 
of War, namely this, that it frequently leads thejjggi- 
batants away from the phncipal roads and places into 
unfrequented, or at least unimportant Iqcalities. When 
trifling interests, which exist ^ for a moment and then 
disappear, are paramount, the great features of a country 
have less influence on the conduct of the War. We 
therefore often* find that bodies of troops move to points 
where we should never look for them, judging only by 
the great and simple requirements of the War ; and that 
consequently, also, the changefulness and diversity jn 
^e (J^tails of the contest as it progresses, are much 
greater here than Li Wars directed to a great decision. 
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Let us only Icbk how in the last five campaigns of the 
•Seven Year^’^^ar, m spite of the relations in general 
remaining unchanged in themselves, each of thes# cam- 
paigns took a d^erent form, and, closely examined, no 
single mia^re ever ^ppears tvjce;iand yet in these • 
campaigns^he offensive principle manifests itlelf on 
the side of the allied Army much more decidedly th^n 
in most other earlier V/aip. » 

In this chapter on the defence of a theatm of Wa^, if 
no great decisidh is proposed, we have only shown the 
tendencies of the action, together with its combination, 
and the relations and charact0^ff*?he same*; the par- 
ticular measures of which it is composed have been 
described in detai in a former p|jt of our work. Now 
the question arises whether for these ^different tendencies 
of action no thoroughly general comprehensive principles, 
rules, or methods can be given.^ To this we reply that, 
as far as history is concerned, we have decidedly not 
been led to any deductions of that kind through con- 
stantly recurring forms ; and at the same tinSe, for •a 
subject so diversified and changeful in its general jiature, 
we could hardly admit any theoretical rule, except one 
founded on experience. A War directed to great de- 
cinigQj^is not only much simpler, but also much more in 
accordanCfe with nature; is more free from inconsist- 
encies, more objective, more restricted by a law of 
inherent necessity; hence the mind can prescribe forms 
and laws for it ; but for a War without a decision for itn 
object, this appears to us to be much more difficult. 
Even tjje two fundamental principles of the earliest 
theories of strategy pulJlished in our times, the Breadth 
of the Base ^ in Bulow, and the Position on Interior Lines ^ 
in Jomini, if applied to the defence of a theatre of Wax, 
have in no instance shown themselves absolu t i!* m rt t 
effestiye. But being mere forms, this^is just where they 
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should show themselves most efficacious jbecause forms 
are always more efficacious, always hcqiyre a preponder^ 
ance%)ver other ^factors St the product, the more, the 
action extijnds over time and space.| Notwithstanding 
this, we find that ^ithey^ are nothing more th^i# particular 
parts mt the sub]ect, and certainl^ anythin^ut decisive 
advantages. It is very clear that the peculiar nature of 
the means and the relations ipust always from the^rst 
have a gtipat influence adverse to all general principles. 
What Daun did by the extent and provident choice of 
positions, the ftfing did by keeping his army always con- 
centrated^; always the enemy close, and by being 

always ready to act suddenly with his whole Army. The 
method of each General proceeded tfot only from t'he 
nature of the Arm^T^e commanded, but also from the 
circumstances in which he was placed. To extemporise 
movements is always much easier for a King .^an for 
any Commander who Wts under responsibility. We 
shall here once more point out particularly that the 
critic h^s no right to look upon the different manners 
and methods which may' make their appearance as 
different degrees on the road to perfection, the one 
inferior to the other ; they are entitled to be treated as 
on an equality, and it must rest with the judgmegJ to 
estimate their relative filness for use in eachtrparticulaf 


case. 

% 

To enumerate these diffferent manners which may 
^spring from the particular nature of an Army, of a 
country, or of circumstances, is not our object here ; the 
influence of «these things generally we have already 
noticed. ^ 

We acknowledge, therefore, that in this chapter we 
are unable to give any maxims, rules, or mettjods, 
^^lec^ise history does not furnish the ipeans ; and on the 
contrary, at alm6st every moment, we there meet with 
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peculiarities l^ch as are often quite inexplicable, and 
•oftep also sur^se us by theu singularity. But it is noc 
on^tha- account unprofitable to study history in con-* 
nection with, th|B subject also. Where neither syrtem 
ndr any ^Ij^matic ajjparatus c^ b^ found, there ma/ 
still be triRh, and this truth will then, m me?t cases, 
on^ be discovered by a practised ]udgment and the ftict 
of long experience. Yhdiefore, e'wen it history 3oes not 
here furnish any formula, we m^y It ceitaiiji^hat hcie as 
weir as every^ere else, it' give exercise fot the 
Judgment. 

We shall only set up one cdfB^l^ensive general prin- 
ciple, or rather we shall reproduce, and present to view 
more vividly, in^the form of a^parate principle, the 
*hatutal presupposition of all that has now been said. 

All the means which have been here set forth have 


only a relative value ; they are |l 11 placed under the legal 
ban of a certain disability on both sides; above this 
region a higher law prevails, and there is a totally 
different world of phenomena. The General nnist ne’^er 
forget this ; he imist never move in imaginary tsecurity 
within the narrower sphere, as if he were in an absolute 
medium ; never look upon the means which he employs 
h^ic^^ the necessary or as \h!c^nly means ^ and still adhere 
to t hem ^ even when he himself already trembles at iheif 


insufficiency. # 

From the point of view at which we have here placed 
ourselves, such an error may appear to be almost 
possible; but it is not impossible in the real world, 
becausg^ there things do not appear ^n su?h sharp 
contrast. • 

We must just again remind our readers that, for the 
sake of giving clearness, distinctness, and force to <^ur 
ideas, we have ^ways taken as the subject of 
sidesation only the complete antithesis, that is the two 
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extremes of the question, but that the excrete case in 
War generally liep betweep these two extremes, and is^ 
" only influenced by either of these extremes according to 
the degree ih which it approaches neard.' towards it. 

Therefore, quite ‘commonly, evei;vthing de]^£ds on the 
General making up his own mind before all Jliings as to 
wfiether his adversary has the inclination and the m^ans 
of outbidding him, by <.he use of'greater and more decisive 
measures. ’'As soon as he has reason to apprehend this, 
he must give ie,n small measures intenSed to ward off 
small disadvantag eg ; an d the course which remains for 
him then is to put him&elf in a better situation, by a 
volunta^ry sacrifice, in order to make himself equal to a 
greater solution. Iij* other words, thfe first requisite is 
that the General should take the right scale in laying ou? 
his work. 

In order to give these ideas still more distinctness 
through the help of real experience, we shall briefly 
notice a string of cases in which, According to our 
opinion, a false criterion was made use of, that is, in 
which ene of the Generals in the calculation of his opera- 
tions very much underestimated the decisive action in- 
tended by his adversary. We begin with the opening of 
the campaign of 1757, in which the Austrians shQj*«ei'by 
the disposition of their forces that they had no? counted 
upon so thorough an offensive as that adopted by 
Frederick the Great; even the delay of Piccolomini’s 
< 5 brps on the Silesian frontier while Duke Charles of 
Lorraine was in danger of having to surrender with his 
whole Army, is a similar case of, complete miscor*ception 
of the situation. 

In 1758, the French were in the first place completely 
taken in as to the effects of the convention of Kloster 
(a fact, certainly, with which wC: have nothing to 
do here), and two months afterwards they were completely 
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mistaken in tlUir judgment of what their opponent might 
•undertake, w^h, very sh^ly attej, cost them the 
country between the Weser and the Rhine. ^ That., 
Frederick the G|eat, in 1759, at Maxen, and in 1760, 
at^Landslijjd, completely misjudged kis enemies in not* 
supposing ^em cap^le of such decisive measutes has 
been already mentioned. ♦ 

fiut in all history we c%n hardly £nd a great^pf ^or in 
the criterion than that in 1792. It was thgfi imagiied 
possible to turn^the tide in a national Ify a moderate 
sized auxiliary Army, which brought down on those who 
attempted it the enormous weigffr"Sf the whole French 
people, at that time completely unhinged by political 
fanaticism. We inly call this err^ a great one because 
tt has proved so since, and not because it would have 
been easy to avoid it. As tar as regards the conduct of 
the War itself, it cannot be denied that the foundation 
of all the disastrous years which followed was laid in the 
campaign of 1794. On the side of the AUies m that 
campaign, even the powerful nature of the^enemj^s 
system of attack was quite*misunderstood, by opposing 
to it a pitiful system of extended positions and strategic 
manoeuvres; and further in the want of unanimity 
Prussia and Austria politically, and the foolish 
abandonfhent of Belgium and the Netherlands, we 
may also see Ijow little presentiment the Cabinets of 
that day had of the force of the torrent which had just 
broken loose. In the year 1796, the partial acts uti*- 
resistance offered at Montenotte, Lodi, &c., &c., show 
sufficiently how little the Austrians understood the main 
point when confronted Cy a Buonaparte. 

In the year 1800 it was not by the direct effect of the 
susprise, but by the false view which Melas took of the 
possible consequences of this surprise, that his cataiPkiwfiihc 
wa^Jlfought about. 
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Ulm, in the year 1805, was the last l^t of a loose 
network of scient^^c but eijtremely feebl(^trategic <;om- 
c^Aiiiations, good enough to stop a Daun or a Lascy but 
not a BuonsLparte, the Revolution’s Enn|)eror. 

" The indecision afid embarrassment of the fcrissians^in 
1806, proceeded from antiquated, pitiful, ii^racticable 
vi6ws and measures being mixed up with some lucid 
ideas arid^ a true ^feeling of thv immense importance of 
the momeiiA If there had been a distinct consciousness 
and a complete appreciation of the position of the country, 
how could ^they have left 30,000 men in Prussia, and then 
entertained the idea^oTlPblTning a special theatre of War 
in WestiPhalia, and of gaining any results from a trivial 
offensive such as that^for which Riichel^ and the Weimar 
corps were intended ^ and how could they have talked ol 
danger to magazines and loss of this or that strip of 
territory in the last moments left for deliberation ? 

Even in 181^2, in that grandest of all campaigns, there 
was no want at first of unsound purposes proceeding from 
the use of an erroneous standard Scale. In the head- 
quartere at Wilna there was a party of men of high mark 
who insisted on a battle on the frontier, in order that no 
hostile foot should tread on Russian ground with im- 
punity. That this battl^ on the frontier might Jde kfet, ^ 
nay, that it would be lost, these men certainly admitted ; 
for although they did not know that d:here would be 
300,000 French to meet 80,000 Russians, still they knew 
<fiat the enemy was considerably superior in numbers. 
The chief error was in the value which they ascribed to 
this battle ; tbiey thought it would be a lost battle, like 
many other lost battles, whereas it fnay with certainty 
be asserted that this great battle on the frontier would 
have produced a succession of events completely different 
tepfiftfee which actually took place. E^en the cainp at 
Drissa was a measure at the root of which th^re-^Jby a 
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completely errfceou^ standard with regard to the enemy. 
If the Russian^Army had befip obliged to remain^there 
they would have been completely isolated and cut off* 
from eveiy quarfer, and then the French AVmy would 
not*have at a los^for means»to C(3npel the Russians 
to lay do\^^ their arms. The designer of that* camp 
nevgr thought of powe^ and will on such a j^i^e Is 
that. 

But even Buonaparte sometimes used a fak^standard 
After the armistice of 1813 he thought 1 ;^hold in check 
the subordinate Armies of the AJhe^ under Bljicher and 
the Crown Prince of Sweden T 5 y forces which were cer- 
tgjnl54 not able to offer any effectual resistance, but 
which might imj^se sufficiently'*^ the cautious to 
prevent their risking anything, as had so often been 
done m preceding Wars. ^ He did not reflect sufficiently 
on the reaction proceeding from, the deep-rooted resent- 
ment with which both Blucher and Bulow were animated, 
and from the imminent danger in which they wer^ placed. 

In general, he underestimated the enterprising spirit 
of old Blucher. At Leipsic Blucher alone wrested from 
him the victory; at Laon Blucher might have entirely 
ruined him, and if he did not do so the cause lay in 
,cir^*uniitances completely out* of the calculation of 
Buonaparte ; * lastly, at Belle-Alliance, the penalty of 
this mistake reaiched him tike a thunderbolt. 

* Dunng the cntical day of Laon, Blucher was confined to a dar^ 
room by ophthalmia. Vide Mufifiing's Dtary.— Ed. 
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